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Having finished our study of Philippians I was eagerly considering what we might study 
next. I wanted to take a break from Paul and study something other than a letter. I 
considered Ecclesiastes- which is a book I love. But Ecclesiastes taught by Pastor pessimist 

didn’t seem like the best idea. I considered Genesis and Revelation- and the controversy 
either would entail... [Nope. Maybe someday closer to retirement]. I considered Isaiah or 
King David’s story or a series of psalms? Nothing was jumping out at me.  
So I began to consider a series rather than a book study. I found some cool series 
ideas on line. Then I thought: Wait a minute, I shouldn’t be re-working someone else’s study I 

should be thinking up one of my own based on something that’s actually on MY mind.  

 
So I made waffles. And as I was mixing the batter I was thinking: So what bugs you, 
Skip? What are you bothered by? What is the thing that is dogging your heart and mind 
right now? And, there it was. It’s a BIG problem that REALLY bothers me. And it 
affects people both inside and outside the Church.  
 
My issue is this: people don’t want Jesus to be King of kings and Lord of lords.  
People - do not want to accept and apply what we read in Phil 2 [SLIDE], that God 
exalted Jesus… Phil. 2:9 … to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, 10  that 

at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11  and every tongue 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,   to the glory of God the Father. 

Jesus of Nazareth- The Messiah, the Son of God, The Son of Man from Dan7 to whom 
God gives all authority, glory, sovereign power, everlasting dominion in an 
indestructible Kingdom- this Jesus is Lord of All, the King of all the Kosmos.  
He is the absolute authority over every proton, neutron and electron that makes up 
every animal, mineral, vegetable and element of the Creation.   
But from The Beginning we humans have preferred autonomy to obedience.  
 
This is a significant issue in, at least, the American portion of the body of Christ. The 
reason younger generations are leaving the church is- in my opinion- not really about 
the lack of relevance of the church and its ministry to the world. [The Church is both as 

relevant and as broken as it’s ever been: e.g. the problems present in the churches in Jerusalem and 

Corinth and Galatia and Rome.]  The problem is simpler than that. It’s the exponential 
growth of our cultural refusal to submit to authority. We –as a society- don’t like anyone 
telling us what’s absolutely right or absolutely wrong. We think that choice is ours.  
 
This is so within the church and without. All ideas must be equal in value. All faiths 
must be equal in value. All opinions must be equal. And such a climate is no place 
for Jesus to be Lord. And this is especially so in the community in which we live- this 
community that we love and serve.  
 
We live in a community [a state, a nation] that doesn’t want Jesus to be Lord. And 
that’s depressing to me. Because it means the likelihood of them choosing to receive 
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Jesus into their lives is slim because to do so means they have to release personal 
autonomy and bend the knee and confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.  
Jesus as Lord is the product I have to offer. If no one wants it what do I do?  
 
And I was standing in the kitchen, still making waffles, when the Holy Spirit said: 
Skip, I think your waffle’s burning… and, by the way, it’s not as if your community is the 
first one ever that didn’t want Jesus to be Lord.  What did you say? [SLIDE],  “It’s not 
as if your community is the first one ever, that didn’t want Jesus to be Lord.”  
Omigosh! You’re right! [which is a funny thing to say to the Holy Spirit- of course the HS is right] 
 
Lots of people didn’t want Jesus to be Lord: powerful people like Herod and Pilate 
and the Chief Priests; poor people, ordinary working stiffs like the folks in Jesus’ home 
town of Nazareth;  people close to Jesus- who knew Him better than anyone: his 
brothers and even Mary- for a bit  
Large groups of people didn’t want Jesus to be Lord. 
 
And so that’s what we’re going to explore for a few weeks: The people who didn’t want 
Jesus to be Lord but ended up testifying for him anyway because their stories are in 
our NT.  
 
I’m calling this series [SLIDE]: Hostile Witness because every one of the people or 
groups we’ll consider over the course of these weeks were hostile to the idea of Jesus 
as Lord of all. And yet their stories give witness to his identity. Our first group of 
hostile witnesses is a whole village of Samaritans. The Gospel of Luke tells us 
about them in ch.9:51ff. That’s the passage I read you earlier.  
 
The first incredible fact you need to know is that our Samaritans lived in Samaria!!  
[SLIDE]: In Joshua’s day [Moses’ Joshua] the area had been the land given by God to 
the tribes of Manasseh & Ephriam- a big chunk of geography cutting  east-west across 
the middle of Israel. After Solomon died [SLIDE]:  his son Rehoboam was such a jerk 
the ten tribes in the north [including Ephriam & Manesseh] chose valiant warrior and realist 
Jeroboam to be their King. And he made the city of Samaria his capital.   
 
Jerry said to himself: If these people go down to Jerusalem to worship they’ll get all 
nostalgic and I’ll lose my throne. So for the sake of “convenience” he set up his own 
temples at Bethel and Dan, had some golden calves sculpted and told the people the 
calf is Yahweh, worship here. It’s easier.  
Things got worse from there. Every King of the Northern Kingdom was unfaithful to 
Yahweh. Pagan gods were included in the temple worship. Ultimately God picks up an 
eraser named Assyria and wipes the Northern Kingdom from the blackboard. 
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Assyria ruthlessly hauled most of the Northern Kingdom’s people off into exile in 
foreign places. And in time they sent other conquered foreigners into the area that was 
Samaria. They bring with them their own gods and customs  [2Kings 17:24ff- 
lions/King/jewish priest/gods]. Some Jews had escaped the exile and continued to live 
in the area. Ultimately these groups intermarry and become the people we read about 
in the gospels called the Samaritans. 
 
The problems between the Jews and Samaritans began when the Judean Jews 
were allowed- by Cyrus King of Persia- to return from exile and to begin rebuilding the 
Temple. Ezra 4 reports: The Samaritans came to the Jewish leaders and offered to 
help rebuild the temple saying, “Your God is the one we’ve been worshipping since we 
got here. “Let us build with you.” And the devout Judean Jews looked at the 
Samaritans and said [and I’m translating directly from the original language]:  
Pppppbpbpptth!!! You have nothing in common with us!  
The Temple is ours, not yours. This job is ours, not yours, so beat it!  
That’s where all the trouble between Jews and Samaritans began.  
   
The Jewish people had always been pretty intense about the purity of their own race. 
Ethnically the Samaritans were impure, Half-breeds to the Jews. Though they 
worshipped Yahweh, to the Jews the Samaritans were apostate. They accepted only 
the Pentateuch [in Aramaic] as authoritative- no prophets, poetry or history. And they’d 
concluded Mt Gerazim was God’s appointed place for worship- not Jerusalem’s Zion.  
[In 400BC they built a temple on Gerazim but @128BC the Jews destroyed it]. 

 
The Samaritans were publicly cursed during synagogue worship. A Jew wouldn’t drink 
from a Samaritan’s cup, and some prayed daily the Samaritans would never enter 
eternal life. Jews considered the Sams “ignorant and superstitious and outside of 
God’s favor or consideration.  
But the Jews got that wrong.  
The Samaritans have a significant role in the NT and in Jesus’ ministry. When Jesus 
heals ten lepers [Lk 17] the one who returns to thank him is a Samaritan. Jesus uses 
“a certain Samaritan” as the hero in a story about loving our neighbor as ourselves. 
And, of course, another time Jesus passed through Samaria he met a Samaritan 
woman at a well and the upshot of that meeting was a Samaritan woman evangelist 
and the people of the village being convinced that Jesus “…is indeed the Savior of 
the world.”  
And not to get ahead of myself but in Acts 1 the resurrected Jesus promises the 
disciples will be his witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea…and Samaria.  
 
Today’s text comes from Luke 9- a really busy chapter: Jesus sends out the twelve to 

announce the Kingdom of God and gives them power to heal as they go, the 5000 are fed, Peter 
announces Jesus is the Christ of God. He and James and John go up a mountain and see Jesus 
transfigured and chatting with Elijah and Moses, Jesus heals a boy of convulsions, the Ds argue over 
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who’s the greatest and John proudly announces he saw someone healing in Jesus’ name and told 
him to “stop it” because “he’s not one of us.” Jesus: you blew that, John, didn’t you?  
 
[SLIDE] Luke tells us Jesus knew what was coming and he knew the end was near. So 
Jesus makes up his mind it is time to go to Jerusalem. Some of your translations 
will say, “he set his face toward Jerusalem.” He is resolved, determined to get there directly. 
If you’re in Galilee in the North and you’re resolved to go to Jerusalem in the south 
then you go straight through Samaria [SLIDE]. 
 
It was typical practice for Jesus to send disciples ahead of him to prepare a village or 
town for his coming [Lk10:1]. Luke says he sent them ahead to make arrangements for 
him. Part of that was certainly practical: finding a place for them to stay, food to eat, 
etc.; But also [9:1] they were to “proclaim the Kingdom of God…” And part of their 
proclamation was certainly that Rabbi Jesus, the great prophet and teacher and healer 
was coming. They would not have announced him as Messiah because he’d asked them not to 

[9:21] but I doubt that they could contain their own sense of his importance or that this 
important Rabbi was resolutely on his way… to Jerusalem. [SLIDE].  
 
When the Samaritan villagers heard Rabbi Jesus was headed to Jerusalem [and, more 
importantly, NOT to Mt. Gerazim] that settled it. They refused to welcome him. They 
would not host him or hear him or show his disciples anything but the door.   
The King of Glory, the Lord of All, the Maker and Sustainer of all things was knocking 
at their door hoping to come in and invite them along in His work of renewing and 
restoring the world. But they refused to receive him into their village because they 
“didn’t like the cut of his jib.” [Nautical reference in honor of Wooden Boat Fest.] 
 
These Samaritan villagers don’t know Jesus is Messiah but the Disciples do! The 
Villagers may not realize Jesus’ greatness, but the Disciples do. The Samaritans in our 
story need know nothing more than Jesus destination [Jerusalem] and they easily 
conclude his teaching is wrong, he is bad and we don’t want anything to do with him. 
You and your Rabbi Jesus can take a hike to another village.  
 
The Zebedee brothers, James and John are incensed about this lack of respect.  
And they’re thinking about the power of God that Jesus gave them when he sent them 
out. And they’re thinking about the prophet Elijah [cause they just saw him chatting with 

Jesus at the Transfiguration] taking on the 400 prophets of Baal and calling fire down from 
Heaven.  
 
Jesus doesn’t nickname them “The Sons of Thunder” for nothing. They were angry at 
this slight to their Master and they expected and believed it possible that Jesus would 
allow them to deliver some payback to these uppity Samaritans … disrespectful twits. 
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But what is the Lord Jesus’ response to this act of Samaritan disrespect?  
FIRST: He shuts down James and John’s offense on his behalf telling them to “knock it 
off!” Some Bible versions include a line of comment from Jesus- [SLIDE].  though it’s not in the 

earliest copies of Luke. In it Jesus says to them: You two need to get with the program [arguing about 
who’s greatest, telling folks not to heal in Jesus’ name, and now trying to call down a firebomb a 
Samaritan village.] Jesus tells them: I’m not here to destroy people’s lives but to save them.  
Whatever Jesus said to the Zebedee boys in the rebuke His NEXT ACTION is the 
most chilling: He turns and walks away. Luke says: “And they went on to another 
village.”  
 
Jesus, the son of the living God, Lord and Messiah, was reaching out to the outcast 
Samaritans. He was offering them a part in the glorious work he was doing. And they 
rejected him, his teaching, his authority, his invitation, outright. And Jesus let them 
have their own way.  
  
And THAT is the greatest danger of rejecting Jesus as Lord- not fire and brimstone falling 

from the sky- but Jesus letting us have our own way. With a few exceptions [Paul, 

Zacheus] Jesus doesn’t force himself on anyone. If we refuse his authority, he lets us.  
If we tell Jesus “no” he says Okay. And we can tell him “no” in a lot of ways: 

 Thinking religion is a hoax or crutch or dismissing the supernatural- is saying no to His 
Lordship. 

 Those who identify as Christians but live as they please not entering into service to or worship 
of Jesus refuse His Lordship. 

 If you refuse to be a part of the church because some human in the church hurt you, you are 
refusing Jesus as Lord.  

 Disinterest in nurturing your relationship with Jesus [prayer/scripture/worship] is refusing his 
Lordship. 

 If Jesus calls you to something new or hard and you refuse to receive it you are refusing his 
Lordship. 

 
The bee buzzing round my bonnet and inspiring this series is that, as a people,  
“We don’t want Jesus to be Lord.” We want OUR way- our autonomy.  
Like the Samaritans we want to decide who and what we receive.  
 
And when we grab after our own autonomy –even those of us who LOVE Him- it’s like 
we’re refusing to welcome Him- which is the refusal- however brief – of His Lordship.  
And whenever we refuse, he says “okay” and turns and walks away.  
 
See here’s the deal: our allegiance to Jesus as Lord is more important than anything.  
[SLIDE].  It’s more important than having a place to lay your head. Allegiance to Jesus 
as Lord is more important than the social obligations of family. His Lordship of your life 
needs to be THE MOST IMPORTANT THING. Nothing else should come first. That’s 
why Jesus says: 8:62 “ No one, after putting his hand to the plow and looking back, is fit for the kingdom 

of God.” 
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And I could stop there. And the message would be good and true and reliable.  
But there’s more to the story.  
Because, while Jesus lets us have our way- as he did with the Samaritan Village-  
He never stops coming back to us and saying: “How ‘bout now?” Will you 
receive/welcome me now?  
 
For Luke who tells us about this dismissive Samaritan Village also wrote the book of 
Acts in which he records the story of Philip escaping the persecution of Christians in 
Jerusalem and finding his way to…. Samaria, where he naturally began “proclaiming 

Jesus Christ to them,”  “preaching the good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus 

Christ,…” And Luke tells us with a hint of victory in his prose that the Samaritan crowds 
8:6…with one accord were giving attention to what was said by Philip… 
 
That is: They welcomed and received the message that Jesus is Lord. [SLIDE].   
  
The hostile witnesses of a little Samaritan village [likely] became witnesses for the 
defense of the Gospel and the Lordship of Jesus Christ.  
 
O Lord may it be that way for all of us and all of our Community that we love. 
Amen.  
 
  


