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Paul is writing from prison to assist a church he’s never visited in Colossae. Our 
Colossian Christians have gotten distracted by human traditions - including 
Jewish laws having to do with food and worship- and secular principles -  Paul calls 
them “elementary principles of the world”- Paul, Timothy, and Epaphras want them to 
see that human traditions and worldly principles are unnecessary baggage. All they 
really need is Jesus. 
 
To catch their attention and press that central point Paul includes a poem consisting of 
two parallel stanzas –as seen on the handout. Each stanza gives us a big theme about 
Jesus.  The first theme, which we’ll consider today, is: Jesus is Lord of Creation 
[1:15-18a]. The second theme is: Jesus is Lord of Redemption or New Creation [1:18b-
20] which we’ll consider next Sunday. 
 
Paul has just finished the prayer section of the letter’s introduction saying that God 13… 
rescued us from the   domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of  His beloved Son, 14  in whom 
we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  So having referenced God’s beloved Son [v13] 
Paul continues describing Jesus by inserting this hymn to Christ.  Let’s read together: 
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.   
16 For by Him all things were created, 
 both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible,  
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities —  
all things have been created through Him and for Him.  
17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.  
18 He is also head of the body, the church; 
 
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.   
 
The date for the writing of this letter is somewhere around 25 to 30 years after Jesus 
crucifixion and resurrection. It is interesting to me that by this time Jesus identity as 
God in the flesh is an issue that’s settled within the faith.  Verse 19 will tell us: 19 …it was  
the Father’s good pleasure for all  the  fullness to dwell in Him,  And Paul will hit it again in ch2 
saying: 9 For in Him all the  fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form… 
 
Some thirty years later John will write his Gospel [@90] and tell us John 1:1     In the 
beginning was  the Word, and the Word was  with God, and  the Word was God.  2 He was in the beginning 
with God.  3 All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has 
come into being. And… John 1:14  … the Word became flesh, and   dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, 
glory as of  the only begotten from the Father, full of  grace and  truth. And… John 1:18 No one has ever seen 
God, but God the One and Only, who is at the Father’s side, has made him known. 
 
But before John wrote all that, Jesus’ unique identity as God in the flesh was 
established as solid by the time this letter was written- solid enough that someone could 
write a “worship song” that was already known to Paul and the Colossian Church that begins: Jesus 
is the image of the invisible God –God in the flesh.  
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If you’re a King ruling a distant country you set up an image of yourself to indicate 
your presence and oversight and to give your subjects some of idea of who you are. 
When we talk about God in Genesis saying: “Let us make Man in our image…” and 27 God created 
man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them, the humans 
are God’s appointed overseers and curators of the Creation. The first man and woman 
are living images set up by the Heavenly King- they are human but still, in some 
way, they are also the Image of God. [As are we still.]  
 
God’s intention for humans was to reflect the character and life of God into the world- 
so we were made in God’s image. The Son of God has, always and forever, perfectly 
reflected the character and life of God the Father. And so in his incarnation, Jesus, the 
Son, is the ultimate purpose of God’s creation of human life.  
 
Within the humanity of Jesus of Nazareth we find the image of the invisible God. 
And here’s an interesting thing: Wright points out that it’s only in Jesus that we can 
have any true understanding of Divinity. AND at the same time Jesus also reveals to us 
what it looks like to be truly human.  
Jesus is the image of the perfect human and the perfect image of God.  
 
Dr. Wall broadens that idea by pointing out that in a Greek context- the culture of our 
Colossians-Platonic thought [the ideas of Plato] considered the entire cosmos as the visible 
image of the invisible God- all of the created world revealed the identity and nature of God [Rom 
1:20].  In saying “Jesus is the image of the invisible God” to these Colossian gentiles, Paul may 
be saying: Jesus is the substance of God’s purposes and intentions for Creation. 
Jesus, in His perfect relationship to the Father, and his perfect relationship to the 
Kosmos is God’s pattern for all of life-and through Him this fallen creation will be restored 
 
So Jesus is the image of God, the substance of God’s purposes.  
But He’s also “the appointed ruler over all creation” That’s what is meant by 
Firstborn over all Creation.  Firstborn is a title given by God. In Ex 4:22 God says: say 
to Pharaoh, ‘This is what the LORD says: Israel is my firstborn son, In Jeremiah God declares: 
31:9…I am Israel’s father, and Ephraim is my firstborn son. The Title means that Israel as a people was 
appointed the task of being God’s representative in the world- God’s image for all the nations to see.  
 But as hard as they tried they could not carry out the responsibilities of being God’s 
Firstborn Son.  And so in Psalm 89 God speaks of the Messiah, his special King 
promising the title of Firstborn to Him 26 “He will cry to Me, ‘You are my Father,  My God, and the  
rock of my salvation.’ 27 “I also shall make him My firstborn, The  highest of the kings of the earth. 
 
The point is “Firstborn of Creation” is not to be taken literally as did Arius in the 4th 
century- resulting in the Council of Nicaea taking action against his heresy; or as the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses do today considering Jesus a created being and so not eternal or equal to God.  
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Jesus IS, the image of the invisible God and, as the Son of God, He is “The 
Firstborn” -the appointed KING over all creation. The next verse makes this clearer 
 
16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible,  
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities — all things have been created through Him and 
for Him.  
 
We’re all familiar with: Gen. 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Who 
created? God created. And, as already mentioned, there’s John: John 1:1     In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and  the Word was God.  2  He was in the beginning with God.  3 
All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being. 
So in the Beginning God created, In the Beginning The Word was God and all created 
things came into being by Him. 
 
And so Col 1:16 says: by him, by Jesus Christ, all things were created. All created things 
came into being through Him. If all Created things were made by Him then logically 
he cannot be a created thing. And, of course, the only un-created being is God.  
 
The rest of the verse makes clear that “all things” means ALL THINGS:  both in the heavens 
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities — all things have been 
created through Him and for Him.  
 
In Greek this phrase, “all things” is a single word- pas- with an article. Wright 
suggests understanding “all things” as “The Totality.” So the perspective here is that 
the whole of Creation- the visible: people, mountains, trees, otters, deer, stars, light & dark, 
and the invisible: atoms, dark matter, Heaven, Hell, angels, demons, love, hate, Joy, Sadness…  
all of it, was created by Jesus Christ the Son of God as a singular, unified whole: The 
Totality…All Things. Visible and invisible, whether thrones, dominions, rulers, or authorities- All have 
been created through Him and for Him-  be they mortal or spiritual. 
 
And this is important to understand: ALL realities, powers, entities [earthy or spiritual] 
owe their existence to Christ whether they acknowledge Him or not. Whether they bow 
to Christ, ignore him, or outright despise Him, these power structures of the universe- 
mortal [presidents and Kingdoms] or spiritual- [anglels and demons] are subordinate to Him – 
because they only exist because He created all things - The Totality.  
 
Wright says:“For Paul the powers were unseen forces working in the world through pagan religion, 
astrology, or magic, or through the oppressive systems that enslaved or tyrannized human beings.”  
WALL says: “…all these spiritual powers and their various historical agents have their final destiny 
in negative or positive relationship to the One in whom all things were created.”  
Paul says: Phil 2:10  that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,  in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, 11  and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,   to the glory of God the Father. 
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So please understand- despite how our fallen, broken world appears- there is no part 
of The Totality that is not subordinate to the Lordship of Jesus Christ because He 
made it all.  As the Psalm says: Psa. 24:1  The earth is the LORD’S, and everything in it,  the world, 
and all who live in it; 
 
An important application here is that for those who call Jesus Lord there’s no 
dividing the world into secular and sacred- he made it all. There should be no 
disdaining the physical world in preference for the Spiritual world- no sense of 
escaping “this sinful world” for “a better home above,” because The Totality was created 
through Him and for him. Because of the creative and saving work of Jesus- again 
quoting from Dr. Wall- “God’s Grace is established over every nook and cranny of God’s Creation” 
[visible and invisible, physical and spirit]. 
 
For instance some folks imagine when they hear Jesus say: “Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s 
and to God what is God’s.” that Jesus is declaring a dichotomy between mortal politics and 
the spiritual rule of God. They may even embrace ideas contrary to the gospel- like hate 
your enemy- because, by their interpretation Jesus has given them the okay on a cubby 
hole sort of living with their political thought in this cubby and their faith in that one.  
 
The trouble with this thinking: is everything in the scripture we’re considering today. 
There is no part of The Totality that is not subordinate to the Lordship of Jesus Christ 
because He made it all.  [This idea is tucked away in the 2nd half of Jesus’ “Caesar” comment, 
“Give to God what is God’s”  Everything is Gods. Everything visible. Everything invisible, all rule and 
authority, whether mortal or spiritual. The Totality is Gods. Even Caesar is God’s.] 
 
Creation, The Totality was brought into existence in, through and for the sake of Christ. 
And it exists in the present in order to give Him glory. The powers may be in rebellion 
but Jesus remains LORD because he made it all.  
 
17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.  
 
Like “firstborn” the phrase “before all things” is a statement about Jesus’ primacy. 
Jesus was the exalted Son of God perfectly reflecting the image of the Father before 
the Earth was “formless and void” before the “darkness was over the surface of the 
deep.” Psa. 93:2 Your throne is established from of old; You  are from everlasting.   Psa. 90:2 Before the 
mountains were born Or You  gave birth to the earth and the world,  Even from everlasting to everlasting, You 
are God.  And so God the Son, Jesus, has Primacy in time- He’s before all things. 
And Jesus also has primacy in Rank: As we’ve already said He is superior to all 
powers, thrones, dominions, rulers and authorities. He comes first. He is before all 
things because He created all things.   
 
And… in Him all things hold together. This whole idea just blows me away. The natural 
systems that organize and structure The Totality-  the water cycle, gravity, mitosis,  
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DNA strands, the carbon cycle, the molecular integrity of anything, the speed of light, the power of 
tides, the various life cycles of plants and animals from the fruit fly to a clam with a 400 year life span 
called the Ocean Quahog- the Totality has been sustained and held back from falling into 
apocalypse or chaos because  … in Him all things hold together. 
 
Ps 119: 90…You  established the earth, and it  stands. 91 They stand this day according to Your ordinances,  
For all things are Your servants. There is no autonomy in The Totality. Everything, every 
creature, every system is either God’s servant or dependent [Psalm 104].  
Despite our broken, fallen, sinful world, in tenderness and caring The Son holds all things together 
until the day he returns and all of it is redeemed, renewed and restored. 
 
And within it all he calls out a people to be His own.  
18 He is also head of the body, the church; 
 
In creating “All Things” in Genesis He called into being humans to bear his image into 
the world. He formed Adam and Eve from the dust and set them to care for the 
Garden, He called righteous Noah to save the world by building a giant boat, and he 
chose Abraham and his descendants to receive his Law and represent Him to the 
nations.  So it’s no surprise that in redeeming and renewing and restoring All Created 
Things [The totality] he has also called a people to himself: the church, you, me, and 
everyone who aligns their life with the Lordship of Jesus Christ.  
 
The Church is in Christ just as Creation is in Christ …and our destinies are inextricably 
bound together because [ Gen 2 & 3, Rom 8]  we are part of The Totality created by 
Him. “All Things” includes us. 
 
Jesus is the image of the perfect human and the perfect image of God.  
Jesus is the substance of God’s purposes and intentions for Creation.  
Given the title “Firstborn” Jesus is “the appointed ruler over all creation” 
The Totality as Created by God in Christ is a singular, unified whole- no sacred or 
secular division -no cubby-hole living because by Him The Totality was created.  
 
He is “before all things” both in regard to time [everlasting to everlasting] and in Rank 
[superior to all powers, rulers and authorities] because He created them all.  
 
And despite our broken and fallen state he sustains us and holds everything together 
awaiting the day of redemption, renewal and restoration.  
 
And while doing everything necessary to maintain The Totality, as well as all He has 
done for its redemption, He calls us to be his people and to live in such a way that we 
carry the message into the world that: Jesus is Lord of Creation.  
 


