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Lord of New Creation – January 20, 2019 
 
SLIDE Christology is the study of the nature of Christ. Over the years, as we’ve 
worked our way through the scriptures we’ve studied Christology- even if you didn’t know it 

at the time. That’s part of what we were doing last week as we looked at the first stanza 
of the “worship song” Paul quotes in Col 1.  
 
For monotheist Jews [all the first Christians] it was not an easy thing to adjust from “Hear O’ 

Israel, The Lord our God, The Lord is One,” to the idea that this One God was Son as well as 
Father, and Spirit as well as Father and Son. But by the writing of this letter [25-30 years 

after Jesus’ death & rez] the understanding that Jesus was God the Son -God in human 

form- was prominent enough to lead someone to pen this piece of worship poetry that is 
a significant contribution to how we understand Christology. Let’s read the first stanza:  
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.  16 For by Him all things were created, 

 both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities —  

all things have been created through Him and for Him. 17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold 

together. 18 He is also head of the body, the church;  SLIDE 

Our theme there is Jesus is Lord of Creation because 16 by Him all things were created, 

 
We said: Jesus is the image of the perfect human AND the perfect image of God.  We 
said the phrase “all things” is best understood as “The Totality” implying a singular 
unified whole including everything 16 …in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible…  Which 

means EVRYTHING is sacred so there should be no “cubby hole” living for Jesus followers.  
 

We saw that “Firstborn” is a title- previously applied to Israel and to Messiah- and so 
“Firstborn of all Creation” does not mean “The first being created by God.” [An idea 

promoted by 4th century religious leader Arius and denounced as heresy at the 1st & 2nd councils of 
Nicaea, but still embraced by today’s Jehovah’s Witnesses and, according to a recent “State of 
Theology in the United States” survey by Ligonier Ministries, 78% of the Evangelicals surveyed also 

said Jesus was the first and greatest being created by God.] That idea is contradicted by v16 
when it says: For by Him The Totality was created. If “The Totality” is defined as the singular, 
unified total of All Created Things; and if all created things were created by Him then, 
logically, He cannot be a created being. And thus He is God, before all things in time 
and rank and holding all things together and calling a new people into being: The 
Church. So Jesus is Lord of Creation. 
 
And more than that: Jesus is Lord of New Creation 
18 …He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come  to have first place in 

everything.  19 For it was the Father’s good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him,   

20 and through Him to reconcile  all things to Himself,  having made  peace  through  the blood of His cross;  

through Him, I say, whether things on earth  or things in heaven. 

 

So today we’ll consider… SLIDE [all headings & begin with…] 
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SLIDE 
 
 
I. New Creation requires a New Beginning. [Obviously, it’s new.] 
18 …He is the beginning, … 18b so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything.  

 

SLIDE  When working at Pacific Science Center one of my regular duties was to make rounds 

through the buildings, check in with staff, troubleshoot issues, check the exhibits to be sure all was 
well. On my way I often stopped at certain exhibits to test my skill. One of my regular stops dealt with 
the brain and perception. The goal was to move your finger along a design looking only at the 

reflection of your hand in a mirror- which reverses the image. SLIDE I’d be doing fine, following the 

pattern, and then it would bend and my hand would freeze. The directions included the hint: “If you 
get stuck, make a big move with your hand.” That big move told your brain where you were and 
gave you a new start- a new beginning.  

 
We get snapshots of a New Beginning from Abraham and Moses and all the 
prophets- a shoot from the stump of Jesse will arise… We see hints of it in David and Solomon. SLIDE 

And then we meet Jesus who says things like: new wine requires new wineskins 
[Mat 9:17], and “A new commandment I give to you…” At the Last Supper Jesus hints a 
new beginning is coming and He’s its source when he says: “This cup is the New Covenant 

in my Blood” [Lk22:20]. A new Creation needs a new Beginning, and that was Jesus.  
 
The Greek translated “beginning” SLIDE [arche- arkhay] comes from the same word 
family as “rulers” [v16]. It’s meaning is: first principle, source, Origin. A very closely related 
word [archegos- arkhaygos] is used in Hebrews 2 to say Jesus is the Author or the 
Pioneer of our salvation [Pioneers=Beginning]. 

 
In the opening line of the 2nd verse of this worship song Jesus is declared to be the 
Source, the Origin, The Beginning of God’s new Creation.  
The beginning of Creation [Gen] was for God an act of creative power: Let there be….  
The Beginning of New Creation was for God: a powerful act of sacrifice - a new 

beginning for the New Creation. SLIDE 
Phil. 2:8  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death—   even 

death on a cross! 9  Therefore God exalted him to the highest place   and gave him the name that is above every 

name, 10  that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,   in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11  and 

every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Heb 2 quotes Psalm 8 
talking about Humanity’s high place with God. SLIDE Then it says: 8 …Yet at present we do 

not see everything subject to him.  9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now 

crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for 

everyone. Jesus’ self-sacrifice dealt with sin and death once and for all.  
A new beginning for a New Creation. 
 
And His resurrection marks the exact point where the “Age To Come” exploded into 
“This Present Age” unleashing the power of New Creation into the world.  
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Because of his death and resurrection Jesus is not only The Beginning of The Totality, 
but within his person he contains the beginning of New Creation so he’s… come to have 

first place in everything …New Creation as well as Old. SLIDE 
 
II. New Creation requires God’s action and God’s pleasure 
19 For it was the Father’s good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him,   

 
You need to know that v19 of Col1 does not contain the word “Father” or “God.”  
That word is inserted by translators to help us non-ancient-Greek-speakers more easily 
grasp what they understand the text to be saying. In the Greek “Fullness” is the 
subject of this sentence. SLIDE A literal translation would read:  “All the Fullness was 
pleased to dwell in Him” [Wall]. “Fullness” is understood to be a stand-in word for 
“God.”  
 
“Fullness” may mean God’s nature or His redeeming activity or His divine action- or [as 

I believe] all of the above. In any case the implication is SLIDE “God acted fully in Christ 

and nothing of or nothing from God is lacking in Christ’s work for us” [Wall]. As Paul will say in ch2  
9 For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, 10 and in Him you have been made  complete… 
 

These days you will find my wife in her weaving studio SLIDE working diligently on new creations for 

the upcoming Market season. She has been actively designing, preparing, slaying, warping and 
weaving. And the colorful new towels she has been rolling off the loom are beautiful.  
And her response to them is deep satisfaction, delight, joyous pleasure. And rightfully so, as she has 

artistically crafted these new creations.  But while her weaver’s skills reside in her, there 
will be no new creations if she doesn’t act. [She cannot create while lying on the couch 

reading romance novels and eating bon bons.] SLIDE  New creations [cooking, engineering, 

writing, carving] require action and, I will offer, that the best creations are propelled 
forward by the pleasure of the maker [I just love these towels].    
 
The Totality of Creation SLIDE would not exist if our God had not acted to make it 
so. In the same way there could be no New Creation if God had not fully acted in and 
through Jesus. And that action was God pouring all of Himself into the form of a human 
fetus growing in a young Jewish woman’s womb and being borne into the world, and 
existing SLIDE  in the world like any other human- except that  “All the Fullness was 
pleased to dwell in Him.” As God declares at Jesus baptism: This is my beloved Son in 

whom I am well pleased.  As God is The Creator, there could be no New Creation without 
His action. And his action– pouring Himself into the person of Jesus- brought God pleasure.  
 
SLIDE 
III. New Creation requires the old to be put right 
20 and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made  peace…  
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Some of you were around here when I was a teenager SLIDE and you probably remember that I 

had a very close set of friends in high school- we spent the most part of every day together both in 
school and out. But sometimes we got mad at each other. My friend Mark brought in a new song for 
our group to work on. I suggested a lyric change in one verse – he didn’t like it and he [reasonably] 
got mad at me. In my senior year another close friend, Nadine, and I had a falling out over something 
silly, I’m sure. In both cases our friendships were bent out of their once-glorious shape and the 
peace drained out of our relationship.  
What had been good, was in danger of being badly bent and twisted. In both cases an infusion of 
peace and reconciliation that could bring New Creation was needed. It was found when I simply 
apologized. And in that the OLD was put right and New Creation flooded in making for an even 
better friendship- which lives to this day.  

 
SLIDE [heading] Because of the Fall, the “old creation” has been bent away from 
God’s good original intentions. This is so on the earth and in the heavens, in the visible world, 

you and I know; and in the spiritual world that is invisible to us.  
It is so within us: because of sin and death we, God’s-image-bearing humans, have 
been bent and twisted away from God’s perfect intentions for us. We are taken 
captive by lust and greed, and fear and superiority and a general bent toward rebellion- 
having our own way, being the god of our own life. And in our selfish pursuits we 
damage others and –just as important- we damage ourselves.  
 
SLIDE For there to be New Creation, we humans and- because we are inextricably linked to 

it- every atom of the created world -every rock, every tree, every creature- need a way to 
make peace with the Creator. We need a way to be “reconciled to the God who made 
us.”  And there is nothing within our power to bring about this New Creation.  
 
But Jesus- in whom all of God’s fullness was pleased to dwell- in His perfect, unbent-ness 
took on all our rebellion, all our selfishness, all our offenses, all of our sin. Jesus 
exhausted all of sins power on the cross. SLIDE In a sense Jesus made our 
apologies to Father.  It was through Jesus, the Lord of New Creation, that our old, 
intended relationship to God was put right, infused with peace so that not only we- but 
The Totality was reconciled to Him.  
 
SLIDE 
IV. New Creation requires Death 
18 …He is … the firstborn from the dead,   20 … having made  peace through  the blood of His cross;  

 
Before the Fall God in Christ creates the world from nothing. It is perfect and good. 
Then comes the Fall and because we humans disobeyed, death and decay enter 
Creation bringing separation, destruction, futility and despair into the world. Sin and death 
are inextricably linked together and so because of Human sin, death is now the 
expected end for all created things: flowers, trees, animals, birds, fish, and people. 
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But here’s an amazing thing when Death and Decay entered the world, God saw to it 
that the processes of death and decay would, in the grand scheme of things, also be a 
source of LIFE for the world. SLIDE The dead and decaying tree becomes a nurse log 
for more future trees.  SLIDE The creature that dies –be it whale or caribou, or carp 
becomes food for a host of others to consume and live and reproduce. SLIDE The 
decay of leaves and old vegetation scatter the soil with nutrients for the next years 
plants, seeds and spores to take root and grow.  
 
Right here, within the damage sin and death has done to God’s good creation, God is 
constantly SLIDE reminding us New Creation requires death. Jesus tried to tell his 
disciples this on the way to Jerusalem John 12:23   Jesus replied to them: Now the hour has come 

for the Son of man to be glorified.  24 In all truth I tell you, unless a wheat grain falls into the earth and dies, it 

remains only a single grain; but if it dies it yields a rich harvest. 

 
And so Jesus, Lord of Creation, Maker of The Totality, with the fullness of God’s Deity dwelling 

within him, allows himself to be captured, beaten, whipped bloody and hung on a 
cross where he died. But then, come Sunday, the tomb was empty and the 
resurrected Jesus, the Lord of New Creation was strolling about and meeting his 
friends and proving to them – by his own resurrection- that New Creation was not 
something off in the distance somewhere, but it had, indeed, burst out into the 
present.  SLIDE The New Creation burst out into our death-laden world and would, in 
time, overtake all of Creation because of the willing death of the Lord of New Creation.  
New Creation requires Death. 
 
Our text names Jesus “Firstborn from the dead” and the implication is that He is the first of 
many because through Him we have peace with God through the blood of His cross.  

In this New Creation Jesus burst out into the old, establishing the New and then He 
calls others to join Him in establishing the New Creation SLIDE - The Church. 
  
But here’s an interesting thing: For His New Creation to be established in us- we have to die.  

 SLIDE  Rom. 6:4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was  

raised from the dead through the  glory of the Father, so we too might walk in  newness of life.  

Later in the letter, Paul will say to SLIDE the Colossians 12 having been  buried with Him in 

baptism, in which you were also  raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who  raised Him 

from the dead.  13 When you were  dead  in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He  made 

you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions,  SLIDE 

And, of course: 2Cor. 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new 

has come! 

 
His New creation begins in us when we choose to die to ourselves. In that 
moment his Holy Spirit enters into us and the process of our New Creation begins 
from the inside out.  
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And that New Creation is supposed to continue to burst out into the world through US, 
through the Church. We are to be carriers of New Creation into the world.  
Wherever we are the blood of his cross should be bringing peace and reconciliation. 
SLIDE 2Cor. 5:18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry 

of reconciliation:  19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against 

them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.  20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors… 
 
This is part of God’s process, to overthrow sin and death.  
By Jesus’ death, New Creation enters the world, and he invites us to join him in New 
Creation. As we die to ourselves, his New Creation takes up residence in us and then 
bursts out of us and flows out into the world beginning the process of redemption, 
renewal and restoration that will be completed when Jesus comes.  
New Creation requires death.  
 
My closing is also my last point: SLIDE 
V. New Creation comes through Jesus to The Totality 
20b …through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven 

 
Jesus is Lord of Creation and of New Creation, that is, our redemption.  
He, the one in whom “all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell”- God in the flesh- 
shed his own blood on the cross in order to put “all things” to rights.  
 
It is through Jesus, and him alone, that The Totality – including things on earth or 
things in Heaven, visible or invisible, everything, all of it- will be reconciled to God.  
 
God’s plan for New Creation is not just for the sake of saving your soul up into Heaven. 
SLIDE It is for the reconciliation of all things by and through and for Jesus Christ  
who is and forever shall be Lord of Creation and Lord of New Creation.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


