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Destination:  Reconciliation – January 27, 2019 

 

SLIDE In his letter, Paul has just quoted these two beautiful stanzas of worship poetry 
in which the first celebrates Jesus as the Lord of Creation, the Maker and Sustainer 
of the visible: rocks and trees mountains and kangaroos and garden slugs and kingfishers as well as 

governors and Kings- and the invisible: oxygen, Love, mitochondria, angels, archangels, gravity and the 

Heavenly City of Zion. The Totality exists and continues to do so because He wills it to be. 
And the second stanza celebrates Jesus as Lord of New Creation: the perfect image 
of God and the image of the perfect human  containing the full content of God’s God-
ness who, by his blood and the cross, is the beginning of the reconciling to God of all 
things which is God’s Kingdom Come!! 
 
Now Paul is a skilled communicator- a good speaker and writer [1Cor 13] and, thanks 
to Epaphras, he knows his audience. I’m thinking, as he’s dictating to Timothy, he 
imagines the Colossians listening to this being read aloud in their meeting. And, 
coming to the glorious end of this poem, he imagines them all intensely focused on the 
reader with a SLIDE quizzical look that says: Well, that’s some pretty writing, Rabbi, …but what’s 

it got to do with me?”  Excellent question: Where do I fit in? Where am I in the great scheme of 

Creation and New Creation?  
SLIDE 

And so Paul follows up the worship song quote saying: “And you guys, my Colossian siblings in 

Christ, you yourselves are the perfect example of what I was just saying.”  As NT Scholar Marianne 
Meye Thompson puts it: “The Colossian Christians, themselves, are held up as a concrete example of 

God’s reconciling work.”  
 
SLIDE “Where am I?” is a question I am familiar with because I am often getting lost. 
Coming home on I-5 in the old days it wasn’t unusual for me SLIDE to drive blithely 
past my off-ramp, lost in thought. One night I got terribly lost trying to get from Marysville to a Bible 

Study on the East side of Seattle- been there MANY times with Rebekah. Long after the start time I was still 
driving round and starting to panic until I saw a sign pointing me to Everett –I thought, forget this! I’m going 

home. Now even after I’ve driven to a place there’s no guarantee I can reverse it and get 
home. [After we had a board meeting out at the Reids, I recall being certain I should take a certain turn- but I 

was wrong. So I worked it out- all the time hoping no other board members had decided to follow me.  

So, though it took me a little while to embrace the tech, SLIDE  I love using the 
directions feature on our Smartphones-The Phone Lady gives me perfect step by step instructions –

starting from where we’ve been, and clear about where we are going, and always letting us know precisely 
where we are. And, if I go astray: “Return to route!” 

 
Paul is doing the same thing here for the Colossians [and us]. SLIDE  Just in case 
we’re feeling lost, or wondering where we fit in to this thing God is doing Paul tells us, 
using Universally Approved Directions [v23], SLIDE  Where We’ve Been, Where We 
Are, and Where We’re Going. And he warns us against some very wrong turns.  
 

SLIDE 
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Where we’ve been [all of us] 
Col. 1:21   And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds…  

 

Every journey has a beginning point. And if we’re in the process of getting somewhere 
we need to be aware of the HERE that we’re leaving in order to keep it in our 
“rearview mirror.” SLIDE The last thing Bilbo Baggins wanted to find, after twenty minutes of 

chasing after the dwarves was that he was back at Hobbiton and Bag End.  The last thing Odysseus 
wanted to hear from his crew was: “Hey, didn’t we pass those Sirens twenty minutes ago?” And think 

about “Christian” -with his incredibly heavy burden. He does not want to make a wrong turn at the Swamp of 
Despond and arrive back at “home sweet home” in the “City of Destruction” he’s trying to escape!   
To get where we’re going we need to know where we’ve been. Paul gives the 
Colossians their original spiritual latitude and longitude: SLIDE you were … alienated and hostile 

in mind, engaged in evil deeds,   
  
SLIDE “Hostile in mind.” I was delighted to look up the Greek word translated 
“hostile” and find it to be “ecthros.” Ecthros [Ecthroi] is the name Madeleine L’Engle gave to the 

demonic beings that want to “un-make” the good of the Creator’s world. It comes from another Greek word 
meaning “hatred,” and means enemy or hostile.  

The  Greek for “Mind” is dianoia [dian-oy-ah]. It’s about the mind as an active part of 
understanding- the mind at work, or the process of understanding. So the word picture is: “a process 

of hostile thought toward God.” Like what? Like thinking the death and resurrection of Jesus are 

foolishness. Like refusing to entertain the idea of Jesus as Lord of Creation, let alone new creation.  
The mind engaged in a hostile understanding of God provides no barriers to bad 
actions. It ushers one toward actions contrary to God: “evil deeds.”  
In ch3 Paul gives us some lists of things likely to fit this category: immorality, evil desire, greed [idolatry], anger, 
slander, malice, abusive speech, lying. These all fall into the category of evil deeds proceeding from a 
mind hostile to God. 
 

SLIDE  So the byproduct of thoughts and deeds hostile to God is alienation from God 
[See Rom 1:21-32]. [This is true at the human level as well. If you have hostile thoughts toward a person those 
thoughts may lead to “evil deeds” [intended or unintended] and relationship is broken and alienation ensues.] 

 
Paul is a Jew. Despite their failure in the task God appointed to them, the Hebrew 
people were God’s people. Pagan gentiles- like our Colossians- were virtually always 
alienated from God.  But God always had a plan.  
In Romans SLIDE Paul quotes the prophet Hosea: Rom. 9:26 “And it shall be that in the place 

where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ there they shall be called sons [and daughters] of the living God.” 

Peter writes: 1Pet. 2:10  for you once were NOT A PEOPLE, but now you are THE PEOPLE OF GOD; you had 

NOT RECEIVED MERCY, but now you have RECEIVED MERCY. 

 
So while Paul’s comment [21 … you were formerly alienated…] is true specifically about our 
formerly pagan Colossians, and historically about Gentiles in general, God always 
intended to rescue us all from the “domain of darkness.” SLIDE  In Isaiah 49 God 
is speaking to the Messiah: 49:6 he says: “It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes 

of Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept.  I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring my 

salvation to the ends of the earth.” 
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However, our Colossians may be losing their confidence in God’s rescue operation. 
We shouldn’t be too hard on them, though. Because, even for us, [Wall, Colossians]. it’s 
not easy following Jesus’ “downwardly mobile way in an upwardly mobile world”  

 
SLIDE  The fact is every one of us has started our spiritual journey from a place of 
alienation from God. The sweetest, the kindest, the gentlest person in this room who’s 
been devoted to Jesus for decades -including those without a conversion experience, who feel as if 

they’ve always belonged to Jesus- even they began from a place where they were alienated 
from God. [Some of you may have to trace it back to being a two-year old.]  That’s where we’ve 
been- all of us, and our Colossians.  
 
SLIDE 
Where we are [Thanks be to God] 
22 yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death,  

 

SLIDE  Al and Dave were out in the woods hunting. And somehow these two great outdoorsmen realized they were 

lost- no map, no cell and no idea where they were.  Dave, due to his emergency management experience, took charge and 

said: "Don't worry, Al. All we have to do is shoot into the air three times, stay where we are, and someone will find us." 

  So Al shot in the air three times, but no one came. After a while, Dave tried it again; still no response.  It’s getting 

later and later.   Finally Al says to Dave, "Well, I suppose we can try again, but it better work this time. We're down 

to our last three arrows." 

Whether you’re a kid who’s lost sight of Mom at the Vons supermarket or you’re turned 
around in the woods, or disoriented on Seattle’s highways and interstates, being 
LOST is no fun. If you’re lost in a giant shopping mall or visiting an unknown city, it’s 
the greatest delight to open the map or step up to the kiosk and see the words: 
SLIDE YOU ARE HERE. SLIDE [unless it’s “Everett”] 
 
First note “alienation from God” is where they were: Col. 1:21 … you were formerly alienated… 

Then SLIDE v22 yet He has now… There’s the big “you are here” sign. And in an incredibly 
short, dense sentence, Paul not only tells them where they are -reconciled to God-  but just 
how they got there. 22 yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly body through death,  

 
How did they arrive at reconciliation with God? SLIDE They arrived via “Christ’s 
fleshly body” and Death was the catalyst. Body is soma- means the whole of a person-not 

just the physical. Flesh is sarx, can mean anatomy specifically, but it’s also the word Paul uses for that 

part of human nature that opposes God.  For instance: 
SLIDE  Rom. 8:3 For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in 

the likeness of  sinful flesh [sarx] and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh [sarx]…   
Here’s one from Hebrews… 
Heb. 2:14  Since the children have flesh [sarx] and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might 

destroy him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil—  15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery 

by their fear of death. 
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So this unusual blend of soma and sarx, body and flesh is an ingenious shorthand to 
say that Jesus totally identified with humanity’s fleshly experience. [See Heb 4:15]  

And Jesus is also fully identified with God in his bodily existence [Col 1:19,2:9]. 
SLIDE  And so God, in human form fully identifies himself with the sin of all humanity 
and the result is Jesus’ death on the cross. The Colossians sin, our sin- the thing that 
alienated us from God- is condemned in Jesus and we are the recipients of 
reconciliation in His fleshly body through death, 
 
And there’s this about Jesus’ fleshly body: SLIDE Paul is insistent that the center of 
the faith he announces is a real, physical, bodily, historical person, who, as an innocent 
man, died in a horrific execution, who was then bodily resurrected and bodily ascended 
into Heaven so that real human beings- as busted and broken up as us- could come into a 
real-time relationship with the living God, in the present.  
That’s where we are [or can be]: reconciled to God.  
 
SLIDE 
Where we’re going [Hallelujah!!] 
…in order to  present you before Him  holy and blameless and beyond reproach —   

 

Typically, when we’re looking for that “YOU ARE HERE” sign it’s because we’re trying 
to get somewhere else. In the here and now we are in that place of “reconciliation” 
– our relationship with God is restored and we’re striving to 1:10… walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to 

please Him in all respects, 

 
But the end game is much bigger. It’s the restoration and renewal of all things 
reconciled to God. And within that, it is Jesus’ great pleasure to present you to God, 
the Father, holy, blameless, and beyond reproach. SLIDE  Like the song says: When He 

shall come with trumpet sound, O ’may I then in him be found. Dressed in His righteousness, alone, faultless 
to stand before the throne.  
 

How does a Human stand before the God, who says: …no man can see Me and live!” [Ex. 33:20]. 

It’s possible because Jesus, God in the flesh, and THE truly human being, who never 
sinned dealt finally and fully with ALL of human sin on the Cross. SLIDE  Jesus 
…canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and  He has taken it out of 

the way, having nailed it to the cross [Col3:14] 
 
Later in Col, SLIDE  Paul will say: 3: 3 …you have  died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  4 When 

Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.  See the result is that we 
are not only made holy, blameless [without blemish], and beyond reproach [free from any 

accusation] but also, as Paul says  “…we will all be changed… 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at 

the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and  the dead will be raised  imperishable, and  we will be changed[1Cor 15]. 

SLIDE  And this:  Phil 3:20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord 

Jesus Christ,  21 who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly 

bodies so that they will be like his glorious body. 
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SLIDE 

Where we were: “alienated from God.” Where we are now: “reconciled to God.”  
But where we’re going is a real moment in time and space where our friend, brother, 
and Lord Jesus proudly presents each and every one of us to God-  
Holy, blameless, and beyond reproach. And our God, whose love is a consuming fire, looks 
on us and says: Well done.  
 
One last thing: Lots of sets of directions come with warnings SLIDE: DO NOT TAKE 
THIS TURN!  If you cross the bridge you’ve gone too far. Or the sign the Lion reads in 
the Wizard of Oz: “I’d turn back if I were you.” Even the phone-lady warns me: “Return to 
route! Return to route!”   Paul also warns about…  
 
SLIDE: 
Bad Turns To Be Avoided  
…in order to  present you before Him  holy and blameless and beyond reproach —   

23 if indeed you continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast,  

and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard,  

 

Paul does not teach a “once saved, always saved” message. Paul is a Hebrew of Hebrews, of 

the nation of Israel, the tribe of Benjamin- he understands God’s salvation as covenantal- both 

parties have responsibilities to the agreement. Yes, we are saved by God’s grace, but God has 
expectations of us. SLIDE: 
 
When you make the choice to say “Yes” to Jesus, to give your full allegiance to Him, 
and Him alone, your reconciliation to God and your presentation to Him as holy, 
blameless, and beyond reproach, is sure and certain.  God will keep His part of the 
bargain [covenant] But you need to do the same. 
 
You HAVE to continue in the faith. You have to guard your heart from being moved 
away from the “hope of the gospel.” [Rebekah:14, I’m just not going to believe that.] If we’re not on 

guard, our cynical, materialistic, humanistic culture may just woo us away from God- like the siren song of 

sweet grass to a cow. SLIDE 

A cow is nibbling on a tuft of grass in the middle of a field, moving from one tuft to the next, and before you 
know it she ends up at some grass next to the fence. Noticing a nice clump of green on the other side of the 
fence, the cow stumbles through an old tear in the fence and finds herself outside on the road. “Cows don’t 
intend to get lost they just nibble their way to lostness!”  THE SAME CAN HAPPEN TO US.  

 
Life gets busy, work is intense, scripture reading and prayer get set aside, the body demands rest and 

we’ve been working so hard we need down time so sleeping in presses out worship on Sunday, as the days 
flash past Jesus and his expectations are eclipsed by our search for happiness. [nibble]. 
Or maybe: things go bad one after another: health fails, the job is lost, someone hurts your feelings at church, 
doubt sets up housekeeping for despair to move in [What’s God ever really done for me?] cynicism moves in 
with doubt. [nibble/road] 
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Remember Hebrews [6] talked about those who’d been “enlightened,” tasted the 
“Heavenly gift” but had fallen away. They’d simply wandered away from God and in 
their apostasy they didn’t keep their end of the covenant.  
SLIDE Heb. 3:12  See to it, brothers [& sisters], that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from 

the living God. And 14 We have come to share in Christ if we hold firmly till the end the confidence we had at first.   

 

And that’s why Paul warns the Colossians and us: SLIDE Reconciled, you will stand 
before God, holy, blameless and beyond accusation IF you continue in the faith and 
hold fast the hope that’s in you.  
 
The directions, the map, the GPS to get us to the Destination of Reconciliation is the 
Gospel- the announcement of Jesus’ life, death, resurrection and ascension to Heaven. These 
directions are universally approved as this 23b…  gospel … was proclaimed in all creation under 

heaven…   

 

In His living, dying, and rising, Jesus was taking God’s salvation to the ends of the 
earth [Is 49:6], reconciling All Things through His proclamation and sacrifice so that WE 
and all creation may be presented to God: holy, blameless, and beyond reproach. 
Because of Him, we know where we’ve been. We know where we are. And we know 
where we’re going. THANKS BE TO GOD!!  
 


