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We’re in the Roman province of Asia minor in the little town Colossae. Ephaphras 
brought the good news of the Gospel [the announcement of Jesus’ life, death, resurrection and 
ascension] to Colossae, his home town. They heard the message about Jesus and 
became convinced Jesus was Savior, Lord, and God. But from Paul’s letter it 
appears that many of these gentile converts to Christ got sidetracked, if not sidelined 
by trying to enhance their following of Jesus by incorporating practices from the Torah.  
 
Even today one might meet a gentile follower of Jesus who- in seeking to better identify with 
Jesus, the Jewish Messiah- takes on certain aspects of Judaism: Not saying God’s name, 
dietary choices, not shaving one’s beard, wearing a head covering, etc. There’s 
nothing inherently wrong with doing any of that. But, the Jerusalem Council of Acts 15 
decided definitively that being disciple of Jesus had nothing to do with the ethnic or legal bits of 
Judaism. You didn’t have to become a Jew to follow Jesus [3:10-11].  
 
What you ate didn’t matter, whether you were circumcised or not didn’t matter, 
Whether you worshipped on this day or that didn’t matter. What mattered then, as it 
does today, was that you confess that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
raised Him from the dead; and the conviction of His resurrection and His Lordship 
causes you to 1:10...walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects… [If he’s your 
Lord, you do things your Lord expects you to do. If you don’t He’s not your Lord.] 
 
But our Colossians got distracted by human traditions and secular principles- to 
the point of judging one another’s righteousness by what they ate or what days they 
celebrated [2:16-17]. Paul, Timothy, and Epaphras want them to see that human 
traditions and worldly principles are unnecessary baggage. All they need is Jesus. 
2: 9 For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form,  10 and in Him you have been  made  complete, 
 
And so to remind them of the unparalleled significance, centrality and primacy of 
Jesus, Paul includes a bit of writing that is not his own.   
This is not unusual for Paul. In Acts 17 Paul quotes Greek poets to make his point on 
Mars Hill. In 1Cor 15 He quotes Athenian poet Menander to the Corinthians “Bad 
company corrupts good morals” [1Cor 15:33] And to Titus he quotes from a Cretan writer 
[Titus 1:10-13].  
Paul did not have a problem quoting secular or pagan sources that made his gospel 
point.  And he certainly didn’t mind quoting this bit of writing in Col 1:15-20 that is often 
referred to as The Hymn of Christ. This quotation is the centerpoint of this entire 
letter. He’ll refer back to it many times.  
 
Generally, biblical scholarship sees the passage as “skillfully worded” and “rhythmically 
balanced” and thus deserving to be called a poem. They also see the vocabulary as 
different from Paul’s- non-Pauline- and so se it as a quotation [voice-JK Rowling/Robert 
Galbraith:voice].  
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Some will go even farther and suggest that in v15-20 there is a worship song that was 
well known to the Colossians. [Many hypotheses but no consensus about its origin, original form, 
or adaptations.]  
 
Generally it’s agreed that the poem is made up of two “roughly parallel” stanzas- the 
structure of the poem is clearer in Greek, less so when translated into English. [Our 
expectations of poetic structure are vastly different from that of an ancient Greek- not better, just 
different.] The clues to its form are certain repeated words or phrases. [Remember: no 
verse markers in Paul’s letter] 
 
The 1st  stanza begins with He/Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 
creation.1:15a 
The 2nd stanza begins with He/Who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 1:18b 

The 1st Stanza says: by Him everything [all things/pas] was created. 
The 2nd Stanza says: in Everything [same word: pas] he will have first place. 

 
Each stanza includes the sequence: “in him, through him, to him [v16 & v19b-20a] 
16 For by [in] Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether  
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities —  all things have been created through Him and for [to] Him. 
19 For  it was  the Father’s good pleasure for all  the  fullness to dwell in Him,  20 and through Him to  
reconcile all things to Himself, 
 
I’m pointing these items out so you can “see” the poem’s two roughly parallel stanzas- 
which are not obvious in it’s usual layout in our Bibles. 
These stanzas parallel each other while giving us two big ideas about Jesus that Paul 
will address as the letter continues.  
The first theme is: Jesus is Lord of Creation. 
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the  firstborn of all creation.   
16 For [by/in] Him all things were created, 
 both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible,  
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities —  
all things have been created through Him and [for/to] Him.  
17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.  
18 He is also head of the body, the church; 
 
The second theme is: Jesus is Lord of New Creation [Redemption 1:14] 
18 …He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead,  
so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything.   
19 For  it was  the Father’s good pleasure for all  the fullness to dwell in Him,   
20 and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself,  
having made  peace through  the blood of His cross;  
through Him, I say,  whether things on earth or things in  heaven. 
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The big picture of God’s work in the world - at least from a human perspective- is 
CREATION and REDEMPTION [or New Creation]. These two categories sum up the 
whole story of the Bible. 
   
The perspectives of these two stanzas nicely sum up the whole of God’s work.  
Creation: the making and sustaining of all things, including people as earthly 
representatives; and Redemption [or New Creation]: The rescue, reconciliation, and 
renewal of all things tainted by death.  
And the active Agent in both is Jesus Christ.  
Jesus created and sustains all things- visible and invisible. And it’s Jesus’ life and 
death that secures redemption and reconciliation for all things.  
And Jesus establishes the New Creation in the present by exploding out into the midst 
of the Old Creation through his resurrection and the creation of the newly redeemed 
community: The Church- YOU!! Jesus’ resurrection meant New Creation and the reconciliation 
of all things has already begun and everyone who aligns themselves with him are also made new 
creatures within the New Creation.  
 
Now next week [13th] we’ll focus our attention on the first stanza: Jesus as Lord of 
Creation.  And on the 20th we’ll focus on the second stanza in which Jesus is Lord of 
New Creation.  
 
But this morning I want us to spend the remainder of our time together simply giving 
praise to Jesus as Lord of Creation and Lord of New Creation –because He is both 
the agent of God’s Creation and the agent of our redemption, our New Creation.   
 
So I want each of you to think of two things and praise Jesus- specifically- for each of 
them: 
1. I want you to offer praise to Jesus for something within the created world- a 
creature, a system, a process, people- all of it brought into being and sustained by 
Jesus. And… 
  
2. I want you to offer praise to Jesus for something about your redemption, the New 
Creation, your salvation, your changed nature, the resurrection, the reconciliation of all 
things, the hope that we have because of it. Again from  1:13  For He rescued us from the 
domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of   His beloved Son,  14  in whom we have redemption, 
the forgiveness of sins. 
 
So I want you to praise Jesus aloud for something among the “all things” of Creation. 
And…  I want you to praise Jesus aloud for something about your redemption, your 
new creation. 
  
The mic will come to you: Format: I’m Rebekah and I praise Jesus for… 
 


