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Laid Bare and Pierced Deep  (10/15/2017) 
 
There’s  a part of me that thinks of myself as a pretty decent communicator. Most of 
you know I’ve done some radio in my past. And the fact is: to get behind a microphone 
and talk knowing that hundreds, if not thousands, of people are listening demands that 
you have a certain amount of hutzpah [that’s confidence, with a dash of cheek, moxie and ego 

verging on impudence- shaken not stirred]. My writing –like the Gratefulness pieces I’ve done for 

the past few Novembers- has been complimented by people who write for a living, so I feel 
pretty good about my ability to string words together on a page.  
 
But, that part of me that thinks I’m a decent communicator is typically overruled by the 
other part of me that is certain that no one is understands a word I am saying.  
 
Often when talking or writing I feel like I’m clearly typing : “The quick, brown fox 
jumped over the lazy dog.”  But my fingers must be on the wrong keys cause you 
seem to be hearing: yjr wiovl ntpem gpc ki,[rf pbrt yjr ;sxi fph- and strangely not 
understanding me. Who can say why?  
 
In communication- both spoken and written- I’m regularly wishing that I could plug a 
USB cord into a connection in my head, connect the other end to the usb port in 
your brain, push a button and upload the whole of the meaning of what I’m trying to say 
to you with all the necessary explanations, caveats, and nuance. To be fully known and 
fully understood, to KNOW that you KNOW precisely what my body, soul and spirit is 
trying to express would be a joy and relief.   
 
So when I read something like the first half of 4:13 Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s 

sight. My first reaction is NOT worry or fear. Nor is it to panic – like someone in a cartoon 

or sitcom- trying to clean up the house before someone important is comes over, 
throwing trash under the bed and dirty laundry in the closet and sweeping dirt under 
the rug. No, my first thought is Thanks Be To God from whom nothing in all 
Creation is hidden. He knows me utterly and absolutely- the good and the bad- and He 
knows why the good is good and why the bad is bad. There is no motive or 
compelling circumstance hidden from the God of love. There are no secrets or 
shocking revelations in the darkest places of me. He knows and still loves me.   
 
Jesus said sparrows are worth next to nothing but not a one falls to the ground that 
God doesn’t know about it. Psalm 139 says: 1 O LORD, You have  searched me and known me…. 

3 You   scrutinize my  path and my lying down,   And are intimately acquainted with all my ways…. 5 You 

have  enclosed me behind and before,   And  laid Your hand upon me. 6 Such knowledge is  too wonderful for 

me… 
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I think we were working our way through ch2 of Hebrews and talking about Jesus’ 
incarnation- his experience of humanity- when I said: Jesus will never look at you 
confused and say: “I just don’t “get” you.” 
Jesus “gets” our suffering. Jesus “gets” that we are an unholy mess. Jesus “gets” that 
we need to be rescued. Jesus “gets” that we fear death. Jesus “gets” our need for 
mercy and for atonement. Jesus “gets” what it is to be human in all it’s glory and honor 
and in its bent toward unbelief and dis-obedience. Jesus “gets” you because Jesus is 
God and  4:13 Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. 
  
What’s the point of this reminder? Well the author is afraid that his congregation of 
Jewish Christians, like the Exodus Generation, is bent toward rebelling against Jesus- as 

GenEx rebelled against Moses by refusing the Promised Rest. He’s afraid they’ll “fall short” of 
God’s promise, following the bad example of GenEx and will perish because of it.  
 
And our author wants them to be fully aware that no matter how “quietly” they 
abandon Jesus, no matter how gently they let him down, no matter how amicable 
they try to make the separation, God will know they have abandoned Jesus- the 

Maker and Sustainer of the universe, our Apostle and High Priest our Redeemer, and God, himself in 
the flesh. 13 Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before 

the eyes of him to whom we must give account. 

 

In v13: the English “uncovered” is the translation of a Greek word that means 
stripped naked. The word translated “laid bare” is less certain. It may come from a 
wrestling hold on the throat that leaves one powerless. John Crysostom writing at the 
end of the 4th century explained it as the skinning of an animal leaving all parts uncovered. 
Despite the uncertainty, I think Hebrews scholar Donald Guthrie points us in the right 
direction: regardless of the word origin, the point is that when the time comes to account for 

your life,… there will be no hiding your face from the gaze of Jesus.  
 
C.S.Lewis’ picture of the judgment in The Last Battle has every creature of Narnia 
running forward to Aslan. “But as they came right up to Aslan one or other of two things 

happened to each of them. They all looked straight in his face, I don’t think they had any choice 
about that. And when some looked the expression of their faces changed terribly- it was fear and 
hatred… [and they ran off to Aslan’s left hand] But the others looked in the face of Aslan and loved 
him, though some of them were very frightened at the same time. And all these came in at the Door 
on Aslan’s right.”  

 
In some way we will look Jesus in the face and not be able to turn away from the one 
who loves you most and knows the deepest, absolute truth about who you are and 
what you have been. In that moment we will know that all of us- even to depths that we 

seldom glimpse- is laid bare to HIm.  
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Jesus says in Matthew: 12:36 I’m telling you: When the judgment comes, you will give an account to God 

for every careless word that slipped from your mouth. That’s chilling- and that includes social media 

comments and incognito posts on websites as well as words spoken in the privacy of home. Did you 
call someone a “libtard” on FB?  
Did you send a mean tweet to someone calling them a “freak.” Was the tone of your 
voice rude and dismissive to friends, neighbors, parents, faceless folks on the internet? 
Jesus says: you will give an account for every careless word. Because: 13 

Nothing in 

all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom 

we must give account. 
 
So faced with the reality of accounting for both the good bits of your life along with all 
the toxic and cancerous bits of your life to the Lord Jesus Christ, what’s a fallen Human 
to do? Submit to the regular surgical work of the “alive and active” Word of God.   
 
I am reminded of the incredibly silly skit from Monty Python’s Flying Circus in which 
Mr. Gumby arrives at the brain surgeon’s office to announce: “My brain hurts!!” To which 
the doctor responds: It’ll have to come out…all the bits of it!!  And it just gets sillier.  
There was a real incident that got some attention when a real brain surgeon, neurosurgeon 
Francesco Hernandez, of San Francisco was coaching a new doctor though a procedure. The 
new fellow was having a little trouble and Hernandez became impatient saying, “Come on, pal, use 
your brain,”… I mean, what’s the big deal… it’s not brain surgery!”  
 

It’s not brain surgery here in Hebrews 4 either. But it is a spiritual surgery that 
penetrates cutting to the deepest depths of heart and soul and mind so that 
we will not Perish. In v11 our author encourages his people to avoid following the 
example and fate of GenEx and instead make every effort to enter God’s Rest 
[salvation in Christ]. 12 

For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword,it 

penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.  
 

Now make no mistake these are words of warning, warning about judgment: “Make 

every effort to enter God’s rest BECAUSE the Word of God will penetrate the depths of you and judge 
the far recesses of your heart. 

Your actions, motives, thoughts and words will be set against the Word of God and 
judged accordingly. And the author’s picture of a double-edged sword is meant to be 
intimidating. As it is in other scriptures: Along with the “full armor of God” Eph says 
our offensive weapon is Eph. 6:17 …the sword of the Spirit, which is  the word of God.  
 

Isaiah, speaking in the voice of the Servant Messiah says  Is. 49:1 … The LORD called Me 

from the womb;   From the  body of My mother He named Me. 2 He has made My mouth like a sharp sword, 
And the vision of Jesus in Revelation that was too much for poor old John to process 
included hair white as wool and eyes like firey flames Rev. 1:16 In His right hand He held seven 

stars, and out of His mouth came a sharp two-edged sword…a symbol of the power of the Word of God.  
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Now in the context of Hebrews what are we talking about when we’re talking about 
“The Word of God?”  
 
Some scholars have gone out of their way to argue that logos [word] here in Hebrews 
means “Jesus” as it does in John’s gospel- John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 

was with God, and  the Word was God…. 14 And  the Word  became flesh, and dwelt among us,  
The problem there is that John’s gospel was written near the end of the first 
century, @95.Hebrews was written @68.  
Now the Greeks had long had the idea that the Kosmos implied a “divine reason that gave order and 

form and meaning to the universe.” They labeled that concept: Logos. But it wasn’t until the 
end of the first century that the aging apostle, John, picked up that philosophical idea 
and wrote about Jesus as The Logos. So it’s pretty unlikely that the Hebrews author 
or his audience were familiar with the idea of Jesus as The Word.  
 
And for our Hebrews, Word of God probably doesn’t mean any of the writings of the 
New Testament that we know as “Scripture.” Though many were likely written before 
68 -Gal-50, Mark & 1Cor-55, Rom-57 Eph, Phil, Col, Luke/Acts 62-63- the difficulties of 
reproducing and transmitting copies [no copiers, email, texting, printing press or postal service] greatly 
limited access. [Rome? Romans?] 
 
But there’s no doubt in my mind at all that our author is speaking of the Hebrew 
scriptures, the law and the prophets which he’s quoted so generously in Hebrews. 
These are the same scriptures the resurrected Jesus used to explain to his unknowing 
friends on the Emmaus road “why Messiah had to suffer like this to achieve His Glory” [Lk24]. 

 
But the phrase Word of God means more than the just the Hebrew scriptures.  
NT Wright: “They also meant the message which Jesus himself announced- that God’s Kingdom 

was coming to birth in and through his work- and then the message about Jesus and what he’d 
done…” God’s word for our Hebrews means “the ancient scriptures and the message about 
how they all came true in Jesus.” 

 
The picture of Messiah from the scripture pierces the heart revealing just how much 
God loves us and how far God will go to save us: God’s suffering servant “despised 
and rejected,” “pierced for our transgressions,”Is 53:11 After he has suffered, he will see the light 

of life and be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their 

iniquities. 

The story of Jesus has the power to pierce us deeply: his example of living a Truly 
Human life of healing and joy and peace and acceptance and that he is God in the 
flesh- the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of His being.  

And Jesus own message- the one he preached- reaches deep into hearts dying for lack 
of HOPE: The Kingdom of God is at hand turn your mind around from hopelessness and believe the 

good news of the Kingdom.  
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Not just words on a page, the Word of God [Hebrew scriptures, the message from and about 

Jesus] enabled and empowered by the Holy Spirit of God is alive and active [as we heard 

from our Gideon brother.] 
Isaiah again: 55:10 “My word is like the snow and the rain that come down from the sky to water the earth. 

They make the crops grow and provide seed for planting and food to eat.  11 So also will be the word that I 

speak— it will not fail to do what I plan for it; it will do everything I send it to do. [What did I do just there? I 

spoke the alive and active word of God into your heart.] 

 
In writing about this passage N.T. Wright tells about washing up a new kitchen knife 
and then in picking it up to dry it he felt what seemed to be a slight “tickle” and found to 
his alarm, a neat, straight, deep cut bleeding at the end of his finger. He hadn’t 
known the blade was double-edged until that moment. It pierced easily and deeply 
without him even realizing it had done so. 
 
A double-edged sword is a weapon that cuts easily and deeply. It pierces and 
penetrates liver, lungs or heart with ease. And the Word of God is described as 
shaper than ANY double-edged sword. It’s so sharp it penetrates to the dividing of soul 
and spirit, joints and marrow- don’t get bogged down here.  

 
Lots of thinkers get bogged down trying to figure out first century psychology of soul 
[psyche] and spirit [pneuma]. But the real takeaway is that the depth of the Word of God’s 
piercing reach is unlimited- it cuts beyond flesh and bone and beyond bone and 
marrow and slips deep between soul and spirit. There is nowhere inside of you that 
God’s word cannot pierce in order to find that which must be cut out for the sake 
of entering God’s Rest.  
 
The work of God’s Word is more surgical than military- more scalpel than sword.  
While this paragraph about the Word of God is framed in the language of judgment, 
it’s good to remember that judgment isn’t primarily a bad thing. Judgment is 
intended to put what’s wrong, right. Judgment is intended to search out the cancerous 
evil because as the doctor said to Mr. Gumby, “It’ll have to come out…all the bits of it.  

 
The point is the Holy Spirit, by the Word of God, scrutinizes the deepest places of our 
inner self- including the places we like to fool ourselves into thinking are inaccessible to anyone but 

us.  But 13 
Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight.  

And by the deft work of the word of God, applied on a regular basis even our most 
hidden thoughts and attitudes can be judged, found wanting, and removed so that 
there can be healing and a ready entrance into the Rest of God. 
 
We’ve been watching a sitcom –recommended by Paul Shriner- called The Good Place. 
It’s about The Afterlife. There’s a points system and with enough points you make it 
into The Good Place. Otherwise you go to The Bad Place. Well a mistake has been made 
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and someone who’s never been particularly good is accidentally put in The Good Place. Now she’s 
trying to learn how to be good so she can stay.  
 
 
In this bit of Heb4 our author wants to remind his people that no one’s going to be able 
to just casually “slip into” the Good Place of God’s Rest. The Word of God will find you 
out, expose your secret darkness and hold you to account. BUT the point of the 
double-edged sword of the Word of God is always ultimately to cleanse and heal.  
 
And for you and me here and now the Word of God not only means the Hebrew 
Scriptures and the message Jesus announced and the message about Jesus. It also 
means the entirety of the New Testament- eyewitness writings determined to be inspired by the HS. 

[And, of course Jesus, as God’s final word-The Word who became flesh and lived among us.  

 
So the question becomes why not let the Word of God do it’s work now, a bit at a time?  
Why not let the doctor do a series of small procedures over time now, rather than a 
post mortem later? 
  
What I want to end this message saying is elegantly said by N.T. Wright.   
So I believe I’ll just let him say it: 
“If you open yourself day by day and week by week, to the message of scripture, its grand sweep and 
its small details, and allow the faithful preaching of Jesus and his achievement to enter your 
consciousness and soak down into your imagination and heart, then the admittedly uncomfortable 
work of God’s word will be happening on a regular basis, showing you where you really are, [and] 
what’s going on deep inside.” 
 
Amen. 
 


