
[slide] In what is currently modern Turkey  @100 miles from Ephesus, the Lycus River 
flows through a valley and then into the Maeander River. [slide] Three cities were 
located along these rivers: Laodicea, Hieraopolis, and Colossae. Originally they 
were cities of the Kingdom of Phrygia. [slide]  Greek Mythology has stories of certain 
legendary Phrygian Kings: Gordias [the Gordian Knot], Midas –of the golden touch was a Phrygian 
ruler and Mygdon who warred with the Amazons. Phrygia reached its height of power in the 
8th century BC under an historical king Midas. But, as go the fortunes of nations- 
Phrygia fell again and again to various nation states until, in the first centur,y it is the 
Roman province of Asia. [Colossians slide] 
 
From the 6th through the 4th Centuries BC Colossae was “a populous city, wealthy and of 
considerable magnitude.” But for reasons unknown Laodicea became the prominent city 
with Hieraopolis a close second and Colossae a disappointing 3rd. By the time 
Epaphras is evangelizing his hometown, Colossae is a little town with a new little 
gathering of believers. They heard Epaphras preaching about Jesus, were convinced of his life, 
death, resurrection and ascension. They found HOPE in Jesus’ sacrifice and the promise of 
a present salvation that would be completed at Jesus’ return. This produced FAITH in 
the living Lord Jesus Christ, and AGAPE-love for all their siblings in Christ.  
 
BUT there’s a problem. From somewhere the little band of Christian Colossians is 
receiving the message that what God has done for them in Christ is not sufficient. They 
need other spiritual experiences, deprivations, Sabbaths, or mystical bits of knowledge 
to secure that “hope laid up for them in heaven.” Epaphras wasn’t sure how to correct the 
source of the extra-curricular spirituality or the people who were responding to it. So he sought out 
Paul for help.  So to assist Epaphras and defend the Gospel, Paul & Timothy write the 
letter to the Cols to address the big issues of this little Church.  
 
All of Paul’s letters begin in a similar format that, in general follows the typical format of 
a Greco-Roman letter with [slide] a greeting [v1-2], a thanksgiving [v3-8] and a prayer 
[v9-14] This morning we’ll focus on Paul’s Thanksgiving for the Colossians [vs 3-8].  
 
In this worshipful Thanksgiving the primary markers of the Colossians life in Christ are 
Faith, Hope & Love. Paul often cites this trio of qualities as signs that new life in Christ 
is growing.  [slide]  1Th. 5:8 …let us be self-controlled, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the 
hope of salvation  as a helmet.  Gal. 5:5 But by faith we eagerly await through the Spirit the righteousness for 
which we hope.   6  For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only thing 
that counts is faith expressing itself through love.  1Cor. 13:13     And now these three remain: faith, hope 
and love.  But the greatest of these is love.   And again in the Colossian Thanksgiving we find this 
triad. But- a little surprisingly- the centerpoint is HOPE. 
 
Of course HOPE is kind of critical to our little human psyches. [slide]  
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Austrian psychologist and holocaust-survivor Victor Frankl dedicated his life after the death-camp to 
understanding why some survived and some did not.  
He concluded, health, intelligence, vitality, family and survival skills were not the primary factor. The 
single most significant factor was a sense of future vision- something beyond the horrible present 
moment. Survivors of POW camps in Vietnam reported similar experiences: a compelling, 
future-oriented vision was the primary force that kept them alive. 
 
[slide]  Some anonymous smart person has said: "Where there is no hope in the future, there is 
no power in the present." Another un-attributed quote reads: "Hope is the expectation that 
something outside of ourselves, something or someone external, is going to come to our rescue and 
we will live happily ever after." Corrie ten Boom, another Holocaust Survivor, said: “Never 
be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God.”  
 
Hope in something bigger than us is critical to our human existence. And in the 
Thanksgiving portion of Colossians HOPE is the source for FAITH and LOVE.  
So this morning we will consider [slide] : The Provenance of Hope, The Protection of 
Hope, and The Products of Hope 
 
[slide]  The Provenance of Hope [beginning of something’s existence]: 
Col. 1:3      We give thanks to God,  the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,  4  since we 
heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the  love which you have  for  all the  saints;  5 because of the  hope  
laid up for you in  heaven, of which you previously  heard in the word of truth,  the gospel,… 
 
[slide]  TEV flips it around some but says: 5  When the true message, the Good News, first came to 
you, you heard about the HOPE it offers. So your faith and love are based on what you hope for, which is 
kept safe for you in heaven.  [slide]  
NLT puts it this way: 4  For we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and your love for all of God’s 
people,  5  which come from your confident hope of what God has reserved for you in heaven. [slide]  
And NIV translates it thusly: 4 because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you 
have for all the saints—  5 the faith and love that spring from the hope that is stored up for you in heaven 
 
Please notice that ALL these versions go out of their way to make it clear that the 
source of the Colossians’ “faith in Christ Jesus” and “love for all the saints” is HOPE. 
…faith and love that spring from the hope, They “come from your confident hope…” They “…are based 
on what you hope for… 
 
[slide]  Wright and Wall, my commentary buddies, both concur but with a certain 
surprise at the emphasis on hope- rather than love or faith. Having seen this priority of 
Hope in my own assessment of the text I was delighted to see theologian Marianne, 
Meye Thompson say with decisiveness: “…the emphasis falls on the hope which comes 
through Christ and which comprises the heart of the gospel.” [It’s always nice when a pro confirms 
your amateur conclusion.] 
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[slide]  But what is the beginning of this HOPE’s existence? What is hope’s 
provenance?  It’s nothing less than the Gospel- the announcement of Jesus life, death, 
resurrection and ascension. The Gospel is described as “the word of truth” [v5b].  
When Epaphras proclaimed the story of Jesus to his home-town they heard for the first 
time the Word of Truth that the gospel is. And some that listened not only heard it but 
they had that holy Ah-HA! Experience. They “6b…understood the grace of God in truth,…”  
 
Take note that the Gospel is a Word of Truth compared to the opposition’s “empty 
deception” [2:8]. Epaphrus’ preaching wasn’t emotional claptrap. It was clear 
proclamation. And the people heard and understood as an act of intellect, the truth, the 
reality of the Grace of God. 
 
The Gospel is a word of Truth to be heard and understood which means embracing the 
Gospel is not an act of imaginative fancy.  It’s the power of God-given intellect 
responding to the FACTS of the story of Jesus Christ the Son of God and grasping 
their full import with understanding.  
 
Understanding what exactly? Understanding -through the story of Jesus sacrificial life and 
death- the Grace of God. Wall writes: “God’s grace is a difficult notion for most people to grasp, 
partly because it contradicts so much of what we learn and experience from the non-Christian society 
that surrounds and conditions us.”  
Humanism says: only the self-sufficient survive. Materialism says: only the 
self-interested will survive. Our entire me-first, money-driven culture proclaims the 
survival of the fittest. There’s no free lunch and no free rides. Our culture and the 
pagan Colossian culture have this in common: our myths and idols have no stories to help us 
understand we only survive by he grace of a loving God. 
 
The Gospel, the announcement of Jesus’ life, death, resurrection and ascension is the 
primary source of that message. Without the simple proclamation of it’s reality the gospel cannot 
be heard and the Grace of God cannot be understood in truth. And so there is NO HOPE.  But 
when the Gospel is proclaimed and the Grace of God is Grasped Hope and all its 
subsidiaries [Faith and Love] spring up like fresh grass in an Indian summer.  
[slide]  The provenance of Hope is the gospel.  
 
[slide]  The Protection of Hope 
5  because of the  hope  laid up for you in  heaven,… 
So the Colossians heard the Word of Truth, the Gospel, from Epaphras. That 
proclamation revealed a HOPE for the present and the future that they’d never known.  
 
But hope can be fleeting or temporary depending on its source and how secure it is. 
Rebekah can think –as she’s reading a book on the couch-  [slide]  I hope Skip will clean up the 
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kitchen before he goes to bed. But that is a fleeting hope in a doubtful source. Or she might think 
[slide]  I hope Skip will empty the dishwasher. That hope is markedly more secure. Or she might 
think: [slide]  I hope Skip will make a pot of coffee this morning- The security of that hope is 
rock-solid and the source is utterly reliable. [slide]   
 
[slide]  The safekeeping of the Hope the Colossians received is absolutely reliable.  
The source of their hope is reliably secured in God’s dimension. Their hope is a 
treasure laid up in Heaven. Other NT references speak similarly. Peter writes about an 
imperishable “inheritance” kept for us in Heaven [1Pet. 1:4]  Paul talks about a crown of 
righteousness laid up for him and us [2Tim. 4:8]. 
 
That said, let’s be clear that what Paul’s talking about is not a vague notion of some 
future bliss in Heaven. Verse 5 is not speaking of a “heavenly hope” that is a “hope 
that one will go to heaven.” [slide]   Hope here is an object and this object is 
absolutely secure with God in God’s dimension.  
 
In the Thanksgiving Paul doesn’t define what he means by this hope. And my 
commentaries choose not to speculate much on the nature of it. But as I read of this 
Gospel-induced hope my thoughts jumped immediately back to our time in Hebrews as 
I remembered: [slide]  1:3  The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his 
being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at 
the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.   Heb. 8:1    The point of what we are saying is this: We do have 
such a high priest, who sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, 
 
The Gospel is the story of Jesus’ life, death, resurrection and ascension. This 
proclamation of Jesus gave the Colossians their HOPE.  I think that Jesus, himself, is 
the sure and certain hope laid up securely in Heaven. And here’s why: Listen to what 
Paul tells the Cols in ch3.  
[slide]  Col. 3:1    Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where 
Christ is,  seated at the right hand of God.  2   Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on 
earth.  3  For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  4 When Christ, who is our life, is 
revealed,  then you also will be revealed with Him in glory. 
 
Paul points them toward “the things above [Heaven, God’s dimension] where Christ is seated at the 
right hand of God.” He says: Your life is hidden with Christ [seated at God’s right hand]. That is, your 
salvation, in the here and now, is kept safe and secure with Christ in the throne room of 
God. And your completed salvation is also kept safe because when Christ is revealed 
[when He returns in glory] then you also will be revealed WITH HIM IN GLORY.  
This is the mystery that is part of Paul’s gospel: Christ in You the Hope of Glory 
Jesus is the hope for your present and future salvation. [slide]  He, himself, is the hope 
laid up for you in Heaven which means Jesus is the protection of your hope.  
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[slide]  The Products of Hope 
4  …  since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the  love which you have  for  all the  saints; 5 because 
of the  hope  laid up for you in  heaven, 
The preaching of the gospel –the story of Jesus’ life, death, resurrection and ascension- led to 
the Colossians understanding the Grace of God in truth. The result of which was HOPE 
both for their present and their future in Christ.  
And not surprisingly it was that hope that produced further glorious results 
 
That’s what hope does in the human heart. In Surprised by Hope [slide] N.T. Wright 
wrote: “People who believe in the resurrection, in God making a whole new world in which 
everything will be set right at last, are unstoppably motivated to work for that new world in the 
present.” Theologian Dr. Emil Brunner said, "What oxygen is for the lungs, such is hope for the 
meaning of human life." 
 
[slide]  Eugene Lang, son of immigrants, multiple degrees, an honest to goodness self-made 
millionaire whom Forbes Magazine named the “quintessential entrepreneur” was asked in 1981 to 
speak to a class of 6th graders in East Harlem- mostly black and Puerto Rican and most likely to drop 
out of school- ahopeless situation. Lang did something crazy in that speech: he told them “Stay in 
School and if your do, I will guarantee you a college education.” Suddenly every one of those 
kids has something they didn’t have before: Hope. And that hope garnered results as 48 of 51 kids 
graduated high school and went on to a college education. Lang died last year at the age of 98. One 
student said: "I had something to look forward to, something waiting for me. It was a golden feeling."   
 
[slide]  Hope produces fruit. Especially hope that flows from the Gospel. Wright puts it 
this way: “The solid facts about the future hope of Christians are a powerful motivation for constant 
faith and costly love in the present.” Epaphras brought Paul news about two products of 
Hope that were wildly evident in our Colossians:  
 
The fruit of this hope is first, “faith in Christ Jesus.”  Epaphrus, equipped with the 
gospel and full of the Holy Spirit comes to his hometown and announces the Gospel 
–the story of Jesus life, death, resurrection and ascension to Heaven. In hearing about the Son 
of God’s sacrificial work on the cross the Cols grasp the Grace of God [God’s unmerited 
favor.] And understanding God’s Grace suddenly they have hope- hope for their present 
lives and hope for the future, hope for all the created world.  
 
And so their response to that hope is: I want to be a part of that. I want in on that 
thing that God is doing in the world through Jesus Christ. And so they take their 
allegiance away from all other “thrones, dominions, rulers and authorities- spirit or 
human. And they intentionally align themselves with Jesus. I confess with my mouth 
that Jesus is Lord of all. And I am convinced absolutely that God raised Jesus from the 
dead. And they publicly live their faith in Christ- which is the product of their HOPE in Christ.  
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The other product of that Hope is the Colossians “love in the Spirit,” the agape love 
they have for “all he saints.” This love is “faith in motion.”  
 
Their Hope comes from the story of Jesus who loves all men and women so much that, 
though He is God in the flesh he gives away all his life to “the other” – all the way to the 
point of dying on a cross. Here is love vast as the ocean. It is unconditional, always 
focused on the best for the other, and completely inclusive in character.  
 
[slide]  The love of Christ for them inspired their Hope, which produced their faith and 
Love for all the saints. Faith in Christ Jesus and love for all the saints is the natural 
product of the hope laid up for us in heaven. 
  
[slide]  Malcolm Muggeridge [Steve Brown/Key Life] was a very famous and highly respected 
British journalist who for many years was an ardent atheist. His opinions and thoughts were coveted 
by American publishers, and he occasionally wrote the editorial page for Time magazine. Toward the 
end of his illustrious career as the Dean of British broadcasters, he became a Christian. He passesd 
away in 1990. 
After he’d become a Christian but before he passed away [obviously] he was a guest at a breakfast in 
Washington, D.C. where he shared his life story. When he had finished his testimony, he made a 
number of comments about world affairs, all of which were very pessimistic. Someone asked, "Dr. 
Muggeridge, you have been very pessimistic. Don't you have any reason for optimism?"  
He replied, "I could not be more optimistic than I am, because my hope is in Jesus Christ 
alone." He allowed that remark to settle in for a few seconds, and then he added, "Just think if the 
apostolic church had pinned its hopes on the Roman Empire!” 
 
Like Muggeridge, and all of US, the Colossians heard the story of Jesus and they 
understood God’s grace in truth for the first time and suddenly they had hope that no 
god or empire or philosophy could ever provide. [slide]  A hope secure in Jesus Christ 
enthroned at the right hand of God and a Hope that produces a powerful faith in Christ 
and a no-matter-what sort of love for all the Saints.  
 
May we all let that hope change us as it did our Colossians.  
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