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A Great Friend in the Highest Place – October 22, 2017 
 
 
We’re in the midst of a long-term study of the NT writing entitled “To the Hebrews.” 
The recipients of this sermon-in-a-letter are probably living in Rome @35 years after 
Jesus death and resurrection. They are Jews who heard the message about Jesus the 
Messiah from others who heard Him. They embraced the message of his life, death, 
resurrection and ascension and gave themselves to it. They sprang up with vigor like 
the plants in rocky soil in Jesus’ seed & soil parable. But now their roots have reached 
some “rocks” in the form of persecution [from Roman officials who saw Christians as radical 

atheists and Jewish neighbors who considered them apostate infidels worshipping a man as God]  
 
Like some of you right now, our Hebrews are unquestionably in a “time of need.”  
It’s a “fight or flight” situation. They’re afraid and seem to want to jettison Jesus and jump back 

to Judaism. Trying to counter their fear, our author has reminded them of who Jesus 
is: maker & sustainer of the universe, radiance of God’s glory, exact representation of God’s being, 

superior to angels, superior to Moses as the Son over God’s House, as well as being fully human in 
every way – including suffering, temptation, and death.  
 
So in ch3 our author reminds his people what happened when GenerationEx refused 
God’s salvation [aka God’s Rest, aka the Promised Land]. Their lack of faith shut them out 
of God’s Rest. The big picture from 4:1-11 is “Your situation, right now is a lot like GenEx.”  

 
You’re at the border of God’s Salvation [His Rest]. And the only way to enter is to fix 
your thoughts on Jesus, our Apostle and High Priest. To “fall away” from Him is to 
follow GenEx’s example and perish because “Nothing in all creation is hidden from 
God’s sight.” Come the judgment, the Word of God will pierce you to the depths of 
your soul, even judging thoughts and attitudes.  
 
Now if the preacher writing this was speaking it to the group- I promise you – because 

I’ve got a wee bit of experience with this- he would pause right there right at the end of v13. 
Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account. He would 
pause to let it all sink in. He would pause to let the silence press down the reality of their situation 

and the alarming potential for loss  settle like a dark cloud. He would pause to let them feel 
their smallness, weakness, the real circumstances of the “time of need” they were in.  
 
As I grew up mostly an only child, I had lots of imaginary friends- one of which was a 
friendly Tyrannosaurus. There were others, a horse and a kangaroo, but when you’re 
little having a dinosaur with big teeth on your side feels pretty good.  
 
It was the same draw for the Japanese cartoon called Gigantor the space age Robot 
who was controlled by 12-year-old Jimmy Sparks. The theme song says it all:  
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Gigantor the space age robot he’s at your command.  Gigantor the space age robot his power is in 
your hand. Bigger than big, taller than tall, quicker than quick, stronger than strong 

 
How glad was Jimmy Olsen to know Superman!? And considering how often she 
saved him, I’m sure Captain, Steve Trevor, was pretty glad Wonder Woman was on 
his side. If you’re the little guy it’s good to have a T-Rex or a giant robot or Wonder 
Woman stepping up beside you.  
Of course it doesn’t have to be about physical size or strength. It could also be about 
understanding, influence and advocacy in high places.  
We’ve got a great example of this in the Hebrew scriptures: The Prideful Haman advised 

Persian King Xerxes to choose a day on which to kill all the Jews in his vast kingdom [cause Mordecai 

wouldn’t bow to Haman]. Serendipitously [or not] Mordecai’s intelligent, beautiful, gracious, young niece, 
Esther, had recently been married to King Xerxes. Finally after some “Arabian Nights” style 
maneuvering of the King Esther reveals her faith to her Husband and asks that her people be spared. 
The King acquiesces to her request. [Haman ends up on the gallows he erected for Mordecai.] 

A well-connected, gracious, powerful advocate in high places can be a handy thing.  
 
 
We left our Hebrews hanging- faced with the all-seeing, deep-cutting judgment of the 
Word of God. Their ancestors chose poorly and they’re on the brink of doing the same 
and starring into the abyss… When the preacher begins again: 14 

Therefore, since we have 

a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we 

profess.  
 
Notice the main thrust of that sentence. It looks backwards to encourage the 
Hebrews forward. Therefore…with your ancestors example as a warning, since nothing is 

hidden from God whose Word will judge you and call you to account even for thoughts and attitudes: 
Therefore hold firmly to the faith we profess.  Because it’s within this faith that WE 
little people have an incredibly powerful friend in an unfathomably high place. Just like 

3:1: you should 3:1…fix your thoughts on Jesus, whom we acknowledge as our …high priest. 

 
14…since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of God, 

A High Priest’s critical function was to be humanity’s representative to God. Heb5 
opens up saying: 1 Every high priest is selected from among the people and is appointed to represent the 

people in matters related to God… It goes on to say regular high priests are weak [cause they’re 

human] which means they are sinful which allows them to empathize with those 
struggling in the faith.  
 
But Jesus, our high Priest is much more than that.  
He is a GREAT High Priest because He is the Son of God. Our advocate IS the 
Maker and Sustainer of the Kosmos. He is superior to Angelic beings. He is superior to 
Moses- who fulfilled ALL the representative functions of the High Priest throughout the Exodus and 

the Wilderness wandering.   
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He is a GREAT High Priest because he is Jesus- Jesus of Nazareth, Mary’s son, 
born into the world like every other little human, with brothers and sisters. He learned 
to walk and talk and was potty trained like all of us.  
He went to Hebrew school and learned a trade from his Father like every other boy. He 
celebrated holidays and had favorite foods and cut himself in the carpenter’s shop and 
bled there just as he would on the cross. He knew the loss of his Father, Joseph, and 
the difficulty of being the eldest son in a single-parent household. He knew pain and 
loss and love and Joy just the way we do. And ALL OF THIS was necessary. 2:17 
tells us he had to be made fully human in every way 17 

… in order that he might become a 

merciful and faithful high priest …  
 
He a GREAT High Priest because he has “passed through the Heavens” or as our 

text says “ascended into heaven.” This is something no other High Priest can claim.  
The Hebrews conceived of Heaven as having various levels- the first being our atmosphere. Paul 
talks about having a vision of what he called the 3rd heaven [2Cor 12:2]. A Jewish writing called 2nd 
Enoch has the hero touring Heaven’s 7 levels.  

Our Authors point is that Son of God, Maker and Sustainer of the Kosmos, “fully 
human in every way” Jesus of Nazareth, passed through the entirety of the Heavens to 
the inner courtroom of God the Father. Remember from Heb 1:3 …After he had provided 

purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. And here’s one from  
Rom 8:34 …Christ Jesus, who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God... 
Jesus is higher than the Heavens and He is fully human in every way. Jesus is 
transcendent but his transcendence does not impair his humanity [Bruce].  
 
And this makes Jesus a Great High Priest. As it says in v14…let us hold firmly to the faith 

we profess. Because in this faith we have A great friend in the highest place- our 
Brother and Lord and God: Jesus. 
 
And this powerful friend in a very high place is not only transcendent and fully human 
but He understands our weakness- Psa. 103:14 …He is mindful that we are but  dust. 
15 

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who 

has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. 

 
Because our culture has been steeped in Christianity for generations we take for granted the idea of 
God as a loving, understanding, intimately involved being, as concerned about a hurricane in Puerto 
Rico as he is about finding you a parking place at the Mall in December. This has not always been. 

 
Greek politician, writer, and priest of Delphi, Plutarch, who came of age in the back 
half of the first Century declared it “blasphemous” to involve God in the affairs of this 
world. That’s ancient Greek thinking. To the Greeks, if I did something that made you angry or 

happy then in some way I had power over you and so I was superior to you. So they reasoned that –
as a supreme being- any God’s primary attribute was Apatheia- the inability to feel anything at all. 
For the Stoics this meant God was beyond any sort of feeling, especially not empathy or sympathy. 
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The Epicureans saw God just as distant, just as unaffected but in a constant state of perfect 
happiness- blissed out!   
 

For the Jews God was more involved but God was still distant, unapproachable-  fire 
and smoke on the mountain. No one can look on the living God and live. Isaiah says: 
Is. 55:8 “For My thoughts are not  your thoughts,   Nor are  your ways My ways,” declares the LORD. 9 “For  

as the heavens are higher than the earth,   So are My ways higher than your ways   And My thoughts than your 

thoughts. For the Jews God was HOLY- set apart, utterly different from his creatures.  
 
And here comes Jesus of Nazareth- fully Human in every way and fully God besides.  
He experiences everything we experience. He feels everything we feel. And He suffers 
everything we suffer- including the regular, ongoing, frustrating, draining, assault on 
our hearts and minds by temptation- both external –Satan offering Jesus the world if he 

would worship him- and internal –temptation to self preservation “Get behind me Satan.”  He is 
not distant and different and unfeeling. Jesus is one of us. And as one of us, he was 
exposed to testing and temptation in the same variety and power we are -and well 

beyond what we experience.  
 
Our text tells us Jesus was 15 …tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin.  

All the rest of us humans- sooner or later are vanquished by sin –we give in to temptation 

and do the thing both we know is harmful to us.  
If Jesus “did not sin,” then Jesus held out long after we would have fallen and our 
Mutual Enemy would have upped his game to try to take the Son of God down.  
But Jesus, by the power of the Holy Spirit within, was the victor all the way to the moment 
when he said from the Cross: “It is finished!” 
And that means Jesus, our powerful friend in High places understands and can 
both sympathize and empathize with our struggle with temptation and sin. 
  
So picture a 3rd grade classroom. Billy’s incredibly focused on his Tyranosaurus project, so much so 
he’s missed the messages his bladder has been sending him. Suddenly, it’s too late and his pants 
are wet and there’s a bit of a puddle on the floor. This hasn’t happened before but he knows that, if 
discovered he will forever be the boy who peed in class. So he prays: "Dear God, this is an 
emergency! I need help now! Cause any minute my life is over.” He looks up to see two things: his 
teacher is moving toward him with a look that tells him “the jig is up.” He also sees Susi coming in his 
direction carrying a gold fish bowl full of water. Susi trips in front of the teacher and spills the whole 
bowl of water into Billy’s lap. [Billy’s acting shocked while inside shouting “Thank you, Jesus!.] He is now a 
center of sympathy as teacher and kids rush in to mop up the water. And Susi takes the ridicule for 
tripping and making the mess. Later, waiting for the Bus, Billy whispers to Susi, 
“You did that on purpose, didn’t you?" Sue whispers back, "I wet my pants once too."  

Susi could empathize. She’d been there before. Jesus has been where you are. As 
our Great High Priest, He understands the pull and press of temptation and the effort it 
costs to resist.    
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So in ch3&4 our author has laid out the hard place our persecuted Hebrews are in, the 
danger of making the wrong choice and the certainty that there will be no secrets kept 
from God- an accounting will be required.  
And then he says: But don’t worry, everything will be okay if you will just “hold 
firmly to the faith we possess” – which is our faith in Jesus. [fix your thoughts…] 
 
Because Jesus, our brother, our friend, our King is also our Great High Priest. 
He’s our Great High Priest because he’s God, the Son –fully God.  
He’s our Great High Priest because he is Jesus of Nazareth –fully Human. 
He’s our Great High Priest because he has “passed through the Heavens,” or as it 
says in “Today’s English Version” he has “gone into the very presence of God.” 
He’s our Great High Priest because he understands our struggle with temptation, he 
understands our weakness having faced levels of temptation beyond anything you or I 
have known. And yet Sin could not vanquish him. 
 
And it is the fact that he was God and Human and sinless that allowed him to “make 

atonement for the sins of the people” once and for all – to be the world’s perfect sacrifice as well as 

the perfect High Priest.  

And so our author shouts the obvious conclusion:  
16 

Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence,  

so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 

 
Since Jesus, our powerful friend in the highest of high places, who understands 
and empathizes with our struggles and weakness is there on God’s throne of Grace 
WE NEED NOT BE AFRAID to go and get some of that Grace.   
 
In the hardest places and times, when our life and faith are under assault, persecuted 
from all directions. When it seems like everything of value is being dragged away from 
us, when it seems like we are too weak to stand, too confused to follow, too frustrated 
to want to, too empty to hope, Jesus is there waving us in to God’s throne of Grace 
where he, himself is prepared to give us all the MERCY we need to free us from sin; 
and all the GRACE we need to empower our living for Jesus. 
 
It’s the Throne of Grace, people!! The point of it is an unrelenting cascade of mercy 
and grace flowing out to us by the hand of our powerful friend in an incredibly high 
place. The only condition is a willingness to receive it and a clear sense of its 
necessity. 
 
For the last few years Rebekah and I have wrangled a way to be downtown handing out candy during 
the big Main Street Halloween event- always because of Rebekah’s shop connections down 
town. On this day every kid within a radius of 30 miles is costumed up and downtown with their 
parents and a large bag looking to trick or treat their way to some candy. We usually bring a tall chair 
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for Rebekah to sit on and a gigantic basket of candy.I stand beside her on her right. Let’s call it the 
throne of sweets. 
  
 
The littlest ones don’t know what to do, what to say, they’re uncertain. They’re scared. They know 
they want some candy but they’re too frightened to even open their bags let alone get too close to the 
throne of sweets. All they have to do is “draw near” to Rebekah’s throne of sweets and express their 
interest with a “Trick or Treat” and they could “receive candy and find goodies to help in their 
time of snacking.” But fear prevents them from receiving. [Parents help]. 
 
The older kids, however, know what’s going on. They’ve done this before and they know that they 
can come boldly and with confidence to the throne of sweets. And they come running with big grins 
and bags wide open and laughing voices shouting “Trick or Treat.” And sometimes they come back 
again…and again. We could learn something from these kids about how we approach the 
Throne of Grace.   

 
Our Hebrews are persecuted, troubled, and frightened. Some of you are too.  
Stuff going on in your life may be making you wonder if you can keep going and it may 
even make you afraid to approach the throne.   
Here it is: The Throne of Grace is open 24/7. And Jesus our Great High Priest is 
always there. He understands your circumstances inside and out and he understands 
your weakness inside and out and still he is stocked up with all the Mercy and all the 
Grace you could possibly want or need- no limit per customer.  
 
Take a lesson from the trick-or-treaters: go boldy and go back… again and again  
You will never be turned away.  
 
Because there is Mercy and Grace to help us in our time of need,  
even if our need is to hold firmly to the faith we possess.   
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4 Therefore, since the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us be careful that none of you be found to 

have fallen short of it. 2 For we also have had the good news proclaimed to us, just as they did; but the 

message they heard was of no value to them, because they did not share the faith of those who obeyed.[a]3 

Now we who have believed enter that rest,  just as God has said, “So I declared on oath in my anger, ‘They 

shall never enter my rest.’”[b] 

And yet his works have been finished since the creation of the world. 4 For somewhere he has spoken about 

the seventh day in these words: “On the seventh day God rested from all his works.”[c] 5 And again in the 

passage above he says, “They shall never enter my rest.” 

6 Therefore since it still remains for some to enter that rest, and since those who formerly had the good news 

proclaimed to them did not go in because of their disobedience, 7 God again set a certain day, calling it 

“Today.” This he did when a long time later he spoke through David, as in the passage already quoted: 

“Today, if you hear his voice, 

  do not harden your hearts.”[d] 

 
8 For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken later about another day. 9 There remains, 

then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; 10 for anyone who enters God’s rest also rests from their 

works,[e] just as God did from his. 11 Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one will 

perish by following their example of disobedience. 

12 For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword,it penetrates even to dividing 

soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. 13 Nothing in all creation is 

hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give 

account. 

14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven,[f]Jesus the Son of God, let us 

hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our 

weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin. 16 Let us 

then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us 

in our time of need. 
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