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[slide] The apostle Paul is in prison. He’s written this letter to a newish church at 
Colossae after hearing about both their strengths and their weaknesses from 
Epaphras, a fellow Christian and missionary colleague. [slide] The general wisdom is 
that Epaphras likely heard the gospel from Paul in Ephesus, became a follower of 
Christ there and then set out to evangelize his home town [Colossae] and the 
surrounding area. Paul refers to Epaphras in 1:7 describing him as “beloved fellow bond-
slave…a faithful servant of Christ on our behalf…” 
 
But an issue has come up in the Colossian church and it appears he left to seek 
instruction from Paul, finds Paul in prison and now -through some circumstances we can’t 
begin to fathom- Epharas is also a prisoner with Paul [Phil 23] Fortunately, being in jail 
leaves time for prayer so Paul tells the Colossian church Epaphras has been [slide]4:12 
…laboring earnestly for you in his prayers, that you may stand perfect and fully assured in all the will of God. 
 
The observant among you will notice that Epaphras’ prayer- that they be “fully assured in 
all the will of God” is quite similar to Paul’s prayer for the Cols [slide]  in Col 1:9 that they 
be … filled with the  knowledge of His will in all spiritual  wisdom and understanding, [slide] 
 
Two Sundays ago we talked about that piece of this 3-part prayer and [slide] defined 
“filled with the knowledge of His will” to mean a “holy spirit inspired sense of the 
way God is working in the world-  an understanding of the big picture of God’s 
ongoing work of salvation [including discerning good from evil & what’s of God and what’s 
not]. 
 
The little Colossian Church has been [slide] distracted by shiny spiritual ideas and 
extra-curricular religious practices- spiritual embellishments or shortcuts- following 
Jewish purity laws, smooth-sounding philosophies, over-intrest in angels, visions, legalistic Sabbath-
keeping, etc. Their being “filled with the knowledge of God’s will” would hopefully reveal the 
useless distractions for what they were: useless; and then flush away extra-curricular, 
spiritual brick-a-brak. [slide]   And the Colossian Christians being filled with the 
“knowledge of His will” would be free and empowered to 10 …walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, 
to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and  increasing in the  knowledge of God; 
    
But the full prayer in 1:9-14 has 3 parts. And like a three-legged stool you need to have all 
three legs working if you want to keep sitting pretty. So besides praying that they will be [slide] 
“filled with the knowledge of His will.” Paul and his associates are also praying… 
…that they would be Strengthened With All Power  according to God’s glorious 
might for the sake of their endurance [steadfastness] and patience. And… 
…that they would be joyously Overtaken With Gratitude for God’s rescue & 
redemption. 
So let’s get the other two legs on this prayer stool! Beginning with the prayer…  
[slide] 
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O…that they would be Strengthened With All Power to attain endurance and 
patience.11  strengthened with all power, according to  His glorious might,  for the attaining of all 
steadfastness [endurance] and  patience; 
The power of God is sung and celebrated and praised and pictured throughout 
scripture from God willing the Kosmos into being, to rescuing his people from Egypt, to 
raising Jesus up from the dead. [slide] 
 
In one of Job’s many speeches [ch26] he describes God’s creative power …7   God 
stretches the northern sky over empty space and hangs the earth on nothing. 8  He wraps the rain in his thick 
clouds, and the clouds don’t burst with the weight. 9  He covers the face of the moon, shrouding it with his 
clouds. 10 He created the horizon when he separated the waters; he set the boundary between day and night. … 
14 These are just the beginning of all that he does, merely a whisper of his power. Who, then, can comprehend 
the thunder of his power?” 
[slide] 
Israel’s big marker of God’s power was all that God did to free them from Egypt.  
Ex. 14:30 On that day the LORD saved the people of Israel from the Egyptians, and the Israelites saw them 
lying dead on the seashore.  31 When the Israelites saw the great power with which the LORD had defeated 
the Egyptians, they stood in awe of the LORD; and they had faith in the LORD and in his servant Moses. 
Ex. 15:2  The LORD is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation.   Ex. 15:6 “Your right hand, 
O LORD, was majestic in power. Your right hand, O LORD, shattered the enemy.  
[slide] 
Similarly God’s power in the unexpected shape of a Cross “shattered” the Enemy of 
our souls. Paul tells the Romans that Jesus… 1:4 … was declared with power to be the Son of 
God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. And in  
In Eph 1 Paul prays we would understand 19 …  the surpassing greatness of His power toward us 
who believe.  These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might 20 which He brought about 
in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in  the heavenly places, 
 
God’s power is revealed in Creation, the Exodus and the Resurrection. And here’s the 
thing: in both the OT and the NT we see God giving this power to his people.  
[slide] Ps 29:11  The LORD will give  strength to His people; and Psa. 68:35b …The God of Israel Himself 
gives strength and power to the people. Jesus does the same Luke 9:1 And He called the twelve 
together, and gave them power and authority over all the demons and to heal diseases. In v11 Paul is 
praying for God to do the same: to step in and strengthen the Colossians “with [all] power 
[slide] 
Paul describes this “power” as being “according to his glorious might.” That’s according to 
“God’s” glorious might.  What does that mean? What is “His glorious might?”   
Well, when the scripture refers to God’s glory it falls into two general categories.  
[slide] 
One is the visible manifestation of God.  Like in Ex33 when Moses asks 18 “I pray 
You, show me Your glory!” He’s asking to see the physical manifestation of God. Or this 
lyric from Psalm 102: 16 For the LORD has built up Zion; He has  appeared in His glory.  
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Even at Jesus’ Transfiguration where, “His face became different, and His clothing became white 
and gleaming- Lk9. When the disciples woke up and saw gleaming Jesus Luke says “they 
saw his glory.”  So one meaning of “glory” is the visible manifestation of God.  
[slide] 
The other category of meaning for glory is “reputation.” God’s “glory” is the 
residual knowledge of all the great and marvelous things He has done. Psa. 29:1   Ascribe 
to the LORD, O sons of the mighty, Ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.  2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory 
due to His name…  Psa. 66:2 Sing the glory of His name; Make His praise glorious.   
In both of these examples God’s “glory” is His reputation- the powerful works for which 
God is known in the world- the Creation, the Exodus, the Resurrection!  When we run into 
a phrase like: Psa. 34:3  Glorify the LORD with me; let us exalt his name together, It’s saying, “Come 
on, sister, come on brother, let’s enhance God’s reputation in the world by the stories 
we tell of His greatness and the way we live.  
 
So I think the best way to understand 11  strengthened with all power, according to His glorious 
might, is simply to understand that His “glorious might” [slide] is the power for which 
God is known. The power that Paul is praying will strengthen us is the SAME POWER 
God employed to make the world, free Israel, and raise Jesus to life- His glorious 
might, the power for which God is known and revered.  
 
And what is the point of that glorious power? Is it for spectacle? For healing or 
tongues or miracles? slide] The desired effect of Paul’s prayer for God’s power in 
the Colossian lives is…endurance and patience [like getting underwear for Christmas]. Paul is 
praying the Colossians will have God’s glorious might so they avoid the spiritual pitfalls 
around them and persevere in their faith in Christ to the very end. This is really 
important. 
 [slide]   
Remember this from Hebrews: 3:14 We have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original 
conviction firmly to the very end. Later in Col 1 Paul portrays the Colossians as presented to 
God by Christ as beyond reproach. Then It says… 23 if indeed you continue in the faith firmly 
established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard, 
 
To accomplish that, we need God’s glorious might for the longrun- endurance- and 
for the immediate issues –patience. I’m back to running 5 miles. Endurance is what 
gets me to the end. Patience is what keeps me going at any particular moment. Wright 
parses the words this way  [slide] : “Endurance is what faith, hope and love bring to an 
impossible situation. Patience is what they bring to an impossible person.”  
 
So the second leg on Paul’s Colossian prayer stool  [slide] is that they will be 
strengthened by the power for which God is famous, the power behind the Creation, 
Exodus and Resurrection so that they will have the endurance and patience to avoid 
the distractions and follow Jesus to the very end. 
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So the first leg of Paul’s prayer for the Colosians is that they be … filled with the  knowledge 
of His will in all spiritual  wisdom and understanding, The second is that they will be 11  strengthened 
with all power, according to  His glorious might,  for the attaining of all steadfastness and  patience… And the 
third is… [slide] 
 
O…that they would be joyously Overtaken With Gratitude for God’s rescue & 
redemption. 
[slide] 
Have you ever been joyously overtaken with Gratitude? Have you ever experienced 
a moment like that? A moment when you overwhelmingly grasped how much you were 
loved, how beautifully you were provided for, how much goodness is surrounding you 
in that very moment, the product of which is a rush of gladness for all of it. Your heart 
is lighter, your perspective broader, you’re deliriously happy but it feels like you might 
cry and it feels like you’re breathing joy rather than oxygen- and all your complaints and 
negativity slough off like like an old skin. 
 
It’s possible that some of you may have never  felt that. But I suspect that most of you have 
lived long enough and had lives full enough and, most importantly, focused on Christ enough that 
you’ve experienced it. I knew I had, but I had to really stop and think to latch on to some of them.  
[slide] 
A Christmas Eve service with the church full, tree lights twinkling and candles lit- as I’m 
serving the Lord’s supper to people I love. The first time we produced the Trippin’ the Sixties 
concert down at the Legion Theater and Barry McGuire and John York were into their first set of 
music and you could feel the love in the room. At my Dad’s memorial service when Donn 
Ring began to speak and it felt like we’d gone back in time to an FBC service in 1978. 
In each of those moments I was joyously overtaken with gratitude.  
 
The feeling of gratitude in those moments was better than any artificial high. I would 
love to feel that way 24/7. But, I don’t think I’ve ever thought to pray this for anyone. 
And yet, here it is, a powerful and important weapon in Paul’s prayer arsenal- to pray for 
joyful gratitude to overwhelm someone.  
 
Gratitude’s an important theme in Colossians coming up 7 times in these four short 
chapters. [slide] First in the Thanksgiving in Col. 1:3  and then in the prayer [1:12] and 
then as a natural part of any Christian’s daily walk:  firmly rooted and built up in Him  Col. 2:7 
…and overflowing with gratitude. [slide] Gratitude should permeate our gathered worship 
and all we do Col. 3:15 Let the peace of Christ  rule in your hearts… and  be thankful.  16 Let the word of 
Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs,  singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17  Whatever you do in word or deed, do 
all in the name of the Lord Jesus,  giving thanks through Him to God the Father. Gratitude should be in 
the theme of all our prayers [slide] 4:2 Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with an attitude 
of thanksgiving; 
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And in case they aren’t sure why they should be “joyously giving thanks to the Father,” Paul 
lays out some powerful reasons for gratitude. [slide] 
 1. 12b [The Father] has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the  saints in  Light. The Father, in 
initiating the life, death, resurrection and ascension of the Son, has prepped us, made 
us fit to “share in the inheritance of the Saints.  
“Saints” is a typical reference to God’s people. “Share” and “Inheritance” are 
words regularly used by the Jews in reference to The Promised Land.  
Paul is using words that picture The Exodus to say: we should be joyously grateful 
because Jesus has led us- the New Israel- into a new Promised Land: the Kingdom of God. 
It’s a done deal- in Jesus’ own words: “it is finished;” and you and the Colossians 
and everyone who calls Jesus Lord has a legitimate claim in the “inheritance of the Saints in 
light.”  Let us be overwhelmed with gratitude!! 
 
2. Reason for Gratitude #2: 13 He rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the 
kingdom of   His beloved Son, Here again Paul is looking back to God’s act of power in the 
Exodus- and the rescue of his people from Pharaoh’s evil empire and the ultimate 
transfer of them to the Promised Land.  
In a longer description of the process of our salvation Paul writes in Col 2:15 When He had 
disarmed the rulers and authorities, He  made a public display of them, having  triumphed over them through  
Him. God’s salvation through Jesus is also a rescue operation releasing us from the 
rule and authority of the Prince of Darkness and ushering us safely into the Beloved 
Son’s Kingdom.  Let us be overwhelmed with gratitude!! 
 
3. Reason for Gratitude #3 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
Redemption carries the meaning: “purchased from the slaved market.” For a Jew, like Paul, 
it would always carry connections to God’s powerful salvation at the Exodus. The 
rebellion against God that got us locked up in the domain of darkness has been done 
away with. True Israel been liberated, set free by “God’s gracious work in Christ.”   
And while “forgiveness of sins” is certainly about our own selfishly evil actions being 
forgiven and washed away, in The Day the Revolution Began NT Wright makes a long 
and thorough case from OT to New that for the Jews who became the NT Christians 
“forgiveness of sins” had also become a “shorthand” way of referring to God’s entire 
project of saving the Kosmos.  
 
We’re qualified and rescued and transferred and redeemed and forgiven, all 
excellent reasons to joyously give thanks to the Father who has made it all possible, 
thus Paul’s prayer that the Colossians [and we] be joyously overtaken with 
gratitude.    
 
Knowledge of God’s will is enlightening and empowering- but rather academic.  
Power for endurance and patience is necessary but sounds like one is bowed down, 
plodding forward against the storm.   
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But Joyous gratitude for our rescue and redemption brings an overall warmth 
and glow to our life in Christ.  
 
[slide] The three legs of this prayer stool are Knowledge, Strength & Gratitude 
Knowledge of God’s Saving Will to flush out the distractions so we walk in a manner worthy of 
Christ. Strength, according to God’s glorious might that empowers our endurance & 
patience to “continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast…” 
Joyous Gratitude for rescue from our slavery to the domain of darkness & Transfer to 
Christ’s Kingdom.  
 
I encourage you to pick up the language of Paul’s prayer for the Colossians and pray it 
for yourself, for your family, for this Church, for this community and certainly for our 
world. [slide]  Lord, fill us with the knowledge of your will, strengthen us by your 
glorious might for endurance and patience and- especially now, at this important time of year- 
let a joyous gratitude overtake us.  


