
 1 

Our Colossians are surrounded every day by symbols of Rome’s fruitfulness, 
abundance, power and peace and the none-too-subtle expectation that having a piece 
of that pie requires they bow to the Empire and it’s gods, in particular its Divine 
Emperor. 
  
Last week we looked at Israel’s experience with various empires and found that, in 
giving them His law God called Israel to be the anti-empire nation. They failed that 
assignment. Then we considered Jesus, the Son of God, stepping up to take Israel’s 
place and do all the things she couldn’t. In Jesus life and ministry we saw he was the 
anti-empire messiah. And He called all his disciples to imitate his enemy-loving, debt-forgiving, 
servant-of-all example as they took the Gospel out into the Roman Empire.  Over and over again 
Empires failed and fell: Egypt, Babylon, Persia, Phrygia [as will: Rome]. But, even in this 
letter’s opening paragraph -“the Thanksgiving”- Paul wants the Colossian Church to see 
they are unquestionably on the winning side of history because “The Gospel, which has 
come to [them]” is “constantly bearing fruit and increasing” in “all the world,” and in their town and 
within them. And, as it says in Philippians- God…who began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus [1:6].  
 
The exponentially increasing Gospel is enough to put to rights the lives of our 
Colossian Christians and all creation - no “traditions of men” or “elementary principles of the 
world” [2:8] are necessary.  
 
But it seems the IDEA that such human traditions and principles are valuable spiritual 
shortcuts or embellishments is coming from somewhere and some of our Colossians 
have taken the bait-  and gotten caught up in angels and Sabbath-keeping and visions 
and purity laws- distractions that have nothing to do with Christ.  
 
See from the moment Paul heard from Epaphras about the Colossians understanding 
the Grace of God and their faith in Christ, and their love for all the Saints, he also 
heard about the confusion they were having over all the non-gospel spiritual brick-a-
brak they were encountering.  
 
And so from that moment Paul and his associates began praying for this little 
Colossian congregation. And as I read it, there are three basic elements of their 
prayers for this faithful but spiritually-distracted congregation. 
1. that they would be Filled With Knowledge of God’s Will [resulting in a worthy walk, 
pleasing God, bearing the fruit of good works and continuing to increase in he 
knowledge of God.  And… 
2. that they would be Strengthened With Power that comes from God for the sake of 
keeping them steadfast & patient. And… 
3. that they would be joyously Overtaken With Gratitude for God’s New-Exodus 
rescue/redemption. 
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This morning we’ll focus on #1. that they would be Filled With Knowledge of God’s 
Will.  We’ll come back in a couple weeks to pick up #2 & #3 
 
In my beardless youth, I was very interested in the idea of Wisdom, being wise, having 
the necessary knowledge to navigate the stuff of life and live well for God. I enjoyed 
reading Job and Ecclesiastes and, of course, Proverbs with it’s short, precise 
maxims for Godly living. Prov. 1:7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, but fools 
despise wisdom and discipline. 
 
And I always liked the picture of Wisdom, as a strong, beautiful woman striding 
purposely through the public square- raising her voice in the streets: Prov. 1:22  “How long 
will you simple ones love your simple ways?   How long will mockers delight in mockery   and fools hate 
knowledge? 23  If you had responded to my rebuke,   I would have poured out my heart to you  and made my 
thoughts known to you. She goes on to say: but you wouldn’t listen so when calamity comes 
on you I will laugh. She goes on! 
Prov. 1:28     “Then they will call to me but I will not answer;  they will look for me but will not find me. 29  
Since they hated knowledge  and did not choose to fear the LORD,  30  since they would not accept my advice  
and spurned my rebuke,  31  they will eat the fruit of their ways and be filled with the fruit of their schemes.  32  
For the waywardness of the simple will kill them, and the complacency of fools will destroy them;  33  but 
whoever listens to me will live in safety and be at ease, without fear of harm.” [She had me at “how long?” I 
didn’t want to be simple or complacent, I wanted to be one who listened!!] 
 
And later when I read the NT book of James I read James 1:5   But if any of you lacks wisdom, 
let him ask of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 
And, in my high school and college years that became a regular part of my prayer life: 
“Please God, give me the wisdom I need. Help me to be wise.” It was a prayer to be 
able to see through the foolishness of “the world” and know what was “right” by 
God’s standards in a confusing culture and then LIVE in line with the revelations 
of that wisdom- not doing or doing what was best by God’s standard.   
 
And basically this is what Paul wants for this Colossian band of believers. Of course 
Paul wanted this for all of the people in all of the churches he watched over.    
He prays for the Ephesians asking: Eph. 1:17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory, may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him.  He’s thankful the 
Corinthians 1Cor 1:5 … were enriched in Him, in all speech and all knowledge,… And for his 
beloved Philippians he prays Phil. 1:9 …that your love may abound more and more in knowledge 
and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until 
the day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and 
praise of God. 
 
So we’ve got a new Christian Congregation. They’ve heard about Jesus, that by His 
death and resurrection he’s has reconciled ALL THINGS to God- including them.  
And though their commitment is new, their Love and Faith and Hope indicate they  
are following well. 
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BUT, they’re getting distracted by shiny spiritual ideas and practices, smooth-
sounding philosophies, self-abasement, visions, angel-ologies, Sabbaths, festivals- lots 
of things that have nothing to do with Christ or the Gospel. [Does that sound familiar at all?] 
 
The antidote to their confusion over all the extra-curricular, spiritual brick-a-brak, and 
the thing Paul Timothy and Epaphras are praying for them is that they… 9b…may be filled 
with the   knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding,… 
  
The “knowledge of His will”  [God’s will] here is bigger than knowing how God wants 
you to behave [don’t lie/feed the hungry] or some specific choice He wants you to make 
[trade school or University]. It’s about understanding God and His whole saving purpose. 
The “knowledge of God’s will” that Paul is praying will fill them, is a holy spirit inspired, 
innate sense of the way God is working in the world-what’s of God and what’s not, 
what’s good and what’s evil- the big picture of God’s ongoing work of salvation.  
 
Remember on Sesame Street they sang the song: One of these things is not like the others. 
One of these things just doesn't belong  Can you tell which thing is not like the others  By the time I 
finish my song?  They had three things that went together and one that didn’t- like three 
tools and a fish or three shoes and a banana. And the goal for the kids was to figure 
out what belonged together and what didn’t. 
 
Our Colossians need to figure out what goes with the gospel of Jesus Christ and what 
doesn’t belong. To do that they need to be filled with the knowledge of God’s will and 
the spiritual wisdom and understanding to apply that knowledge to their world.   
We see this all around the NT.  
Remember Paul’s prayer for the Philippians was that they would  9b…abound more and 
more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10 so that you may be able to discern what is best …so they 
could keep themselves pure and blameless. Or Remember Hebrews 5 warned against 
being an infant satisfied with milk because an “infant” doesn’t understand “the word of 
righteousness.”  But the mature who consume solid spiritual food are able to 
distinguish what is good from what is evil.  
  
If one could be “filled with the knowledge of His will,” immersed in a clear-minded 
understanding of the way God works in the world then any ideas, philosophies, 
practices that DON’T fit with it would be easily identified as out of place and easily 
avoided [banana/shoes- fish/tools]. And the things that clearly go with the “knowledge of God’s 
will” would be actively pursued and practiced. Or so it should be.  
  
Consider Noah: God revealed himself, his plan for the world, his plan for Noah and 
ultimately His incredible power over all creation. That encounter did not leave room for 
any distractions so Gen. 6:22  Noah did everything just as God commanded him.    
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Consider Moses: barefoot, hearing God speak to him from a flaming bush that won’t 
burn up. God’s revelation of himself and his will overwhelmed Moses’ fears and 
insecurities. After encountering God there was no room for distractions. Moses wasted 
no time taking his wife and son and his brother Aaron and heading off to Egypt to do 
everything just as God commanded Him. 
   
Consider Peter, James and John off with Jesus on top of a mountain where Jesus is 
“transfigured” all glorified and glowing and Elijah and Moses are there in their glorified 
forms and then 5  …a shining cloud came over them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This is my own 
dear Son, with whom I am pleased—listen to him!”  6 When the disciples heard the voice, they were so terrified 
that they threw themselves face downward on the ground. 
Later Peter would write: we saw his greatness with our own eyes, we heard the voice 
of God say: “This is my own dear son.” And John would write: We saw his glory, the glory which 
he received as the Father’s only Son. 
 
And there are those of you in this room who have had encounters with the living God- 
Spiritual experiences of the presence and love of God that re-set your whole 
understanding of yourself and the world- you were “filled with the knowledge of God’s will” 
and It dwarfed everything else in your life, leaving no room for distractions.  
 
See KNOWING GOD -having been filled with the knowledge of his will- sparks 
obedience to God – a life lived in a manner worthy of the Lord, pleasing to God, 
bearing fruit in every good work. And all of that restarts this spiral process by 
increasing one’s knowledge of God. The one flows from the other.   
 
God’s overwhelming theophany on Mt. Sinai -the dark clouds, thunder, lightening and the 
huge voice of God- was intended, according to Moses, to reveal to the people the power 
of Yahweh Elohim so that they would not sin [Ex 20:18-21]. God’s presentation of 
himself was intended to affect their “walk” and the fruit of their lives, that is: their 
obedience –so they would walk in a manner worthy of the Lord…bearing fruit in every good work.   
 
We see it in 1st John where he writes: 1John 4:7    Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, 
for love comes from God. Anyone who loves is a child of God and knows God.  8 But anyone who does not 
love does not know God, for God is love. There it is, very clear: our ability to engage agape-love 
is tied to our knowledge of God. If the God who IS AGAPE-love fills us with the 
knowledge of himself then Agape will flow from us- naturally. If we do not Love our 
neighbors, enemies, one another then we may very well NOT know God.   
 
Not surprisingly, as Jesus is the image of the invisible God [1:15]  in whom 2: 9 … all the  fullness 
of Deity dwells in bodily form, the same thing happened when people met him.  
Remember rich, little Zaccheus who collected taxes from his own people for the 
Empire, caught by Jesus up in a tree- hoping to see the famous Rabbi.  
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Jesus invites himself to stay in Zach’s guest room and as quick as a wink we find Zach 
saying [I always picture him standing on a table in the middle of a feast]:  
8 … Lord, “Behold, Lord, half of my possessions I  will give to the poor, and if I have  defrauded anyone of 
anything, I  will give back  four times as much.”  9 And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this 
house, 
 
The encounters with God, with Jesus, left people with a knowledge of who God is and 
what is his will for the world and it changed their behavior. It helped them walk in a 
manner worthy of the Lord [holiness]. It helped them bear fruit in every good work and, 
in a continuing upward spiral: increasing in the knowledge of God  -which keeps the 
process continuing forward. [Further up and Further in!]  [Note: please see that just as the 
Gospel is constantly bearing fruit & increasing so are the Colossians 1:10b] 
 
And this is the result that Paul is expectantly hoping for in his prayers for the 
Colossians- that God would fill them with knowledge of His will –God’s whole saving 
purpose in Christ- and the spiritual wisdom and understanding to discern what matches 
up with that “will” and what does not and distinguish good from evil – and seek the good, 
obviously. 
 
In closing I want to point out that the Colossian Crisis- being distracted away from 
Jesus by shiny spiritual brick-a-brak- is as big a problem for us in the 21st century as it 
was for this little church in the First Century.  
 
There are all sorts of fine sounding Christianesque faddish philosophies that distract 
us from the simple truth of Jesus: the prosperity doctrine, the prayer of Jabez, an 
overblown emphasis on Charismatic gifts. 
There are still great swaths of Christianity that are focused on rule-keeping and not 
doing this or not doing that- not smoking or drinking, or gambling etc.- self-abasement. 
You can find Christians who get all excited about the latest prophecies and visions 
and hidden esoteric knowledge that’s specially revealed: like knowing when Jesus is 
going to return. Jesus 2nd coming has been predicted for Sept. 6 1994, various dates in 2000, May 
18, 2013, June 8, 2019, 2020, 2025, 2057 and abou two dozen other dates and years 
 
And all of this stuff does nothing but distract us from the regular, every day efforts of 
putting the scripture into our hearts and minds, talking to Jesus in prayer, listening to 
Jesus in prayer, offering worship to Jesus and engaging in fellowship with others who 
love and worship Jesus Christ.  
 
In my opinion what we American Christians need across this country and around the 
world is to- here and now- be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual 
wisdom and understanding.  
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We, like the Israelites on Mt. Sinai or the disciples on the Mount of 
Transfiguration need an encounter with the Living God that will fill us with the 
knowledge of His will- …so that WE will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord [that’s 
living like Jesus lived and nothing less] that pleasing God in all respects, bearing fruit in 
every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God so the process can begin 
again.  
 
And so I invite you to pick up this phrase from Paul’s prayer for the Colossians and use 
it in your own praying.  
Pray that you may be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual 
wisdom and understanding.  
 Pray that I will be filled with the knowledge of God’s will in all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding. Pray the same for everyone at FBC and every follower of Jesus in our 
community and county and beyond so that we all- in unity- will walk in a manner 
worthy of the Lord.  
 


