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Been There, Done That!  -  November 5, 2017 
 
No NT writer speaks of Jesus as High Priest except the author of Hebrews. It is his 
unique contribution to Christian Thought –a fresh, scripture-based interpretation.  
 
Jews wouldn’t connect Messiah with Priest – not even Jewish Christians- because 
within Judaism we don’t mix kings and priests. Kings come from the tribe of Judah.  
The tribe of Levi is singularly [and genealogically] appointed to temple service and 
priesthood. No genealogical records, no serving as priest- let alone High Priest. Ezra 

and Nehmiah both report there were priests who returned from exile who were benched from the 

priesthood because they didn’t have the records to prove it. When it comes to the Hebrews: 
Kings come from Judah, Priests from Levi and ne’er the twain shall meet.  
 
But the author of Hebrews read Ps110- marked by Judaism as a psalm pointing to Messiah, 

the Christ, the special King promised by God. He read the opening line: Psa. 110:1 The LORD says 

to my Lord: “ Sit at My right hand  Until I make Your enemies a footstool for Your feet.” [Jesus & Peter use it]. 

And then he got down to v4 and read: 4    The LORD has sworn and will not change His mind, “You 

are a priest forever According to the order of Melchizedek.” 
Our unknown first century author put these two ideas together and saw something no 
one else had. Jesus- who died and rose again and ascended to the right hand of the throne of 

God- IS King and High Priest both.  
 
Both the author of Ps 110 and our Hebrews author KNEW Messiah [Jesus] couldn’t be 
a High Priest in the Levitical priesthood. And, obviously, both knew the story of 
Abraham who one day met a PRIEST OF GOD MOST HIGH who was also KING OF 
SALEM [Jerusalem-Peace] and whose name [Melchizedek] meant KING OF 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, who blesses Abraham and to whom Abraham gives a tenth of his 
war-spoils. So this Melchizedek-fellow is greater than Abraham, King of Peace and 
Right-eousness, Priest of God Most High…AND he has absolutely NO 
RELATIONSHIP to Aaron or the tribe of Levi. And Abraham, the Patriarch of the 
Jewish people- accepts his Kingship, his authority, his Priesthood and his blessing. 
Our author hopes his Hebrew congregation will follow Abraham’s lead and “hold 
firmly to the faith they posses” understanding Jesus to be both their King and 
their Great High Priest.  
 
Our Hebrews have come to accept Jesus as Messiah- God’s special annointed King. Our 
author wants them to come “further up and further in” and begin to see him also as the 
one who “represents them in matters related to God” [5:1] – our Great, merciful, faithful High 
Priest forever who mediates an “Eternal Salvation.”  
 
Now remember one of God’s key requirements of being a High Priest is the ability to 
identify with his people. He has to be one of them [1…selected from among the people,…].  
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He has to be able to empathize or at least sympathize with the people. An awareness 
of his own weakness is critical here. [2…since he himself is subject to weakness. 

3 
This is why he has 

to offer sacrifices for his own sins,…]  
 
And not only should the Priest have a complete sense of his own weakness, but the 
people the Priest is representing need to know that he understands their struggles, 
their difficulties, their pain.  Ideally their Priest will be their example of faithfulness to 
God- especially faithfulness in the hardest places –like Moses: faithful in all God’s house 

[ch3] and Noah and Joseph and Rahab and the rest [ch11] faithful in pain & suffering. 

 
You need to know the one leading you has been in this place before, experienced what 
you’ve experienced, known what you’ve known, felt what you felt so you can entrust 
your life to Him. 
In “Raiders of the Lost Ark,” after looking into the writhing pit and seeing it full of the thing he fears 
most Indiana Jones says: “Snakes, why’d it have to be snakes?” 
His associate Salah looks at Indy and says: “Asps. Very dangerous. You go first.”  

And he does, despite his fear. He doesn’t ask those he’s serving to do anything he hasn’t done.  
 
Imagine if I said to you: Okay FBC we’re going to have this big, involved, time-consuming, 

expensive ministry at the JeffCo Winter Shelter. And you all went: Okay.  
Or imagine if I said we’re going to put on an early morning Easter service on Union Wharf and I 

need all of you to make it happen…And you said: Okay. 
Or imagine if I said we’re going to Host Barry McGuire and John York and their “Trippin’ the 

Sixties” show and put on a big concert as a fundraiser for the Winter Shelter with all that hosting 

musical legends implies. It’s going to be big, costly, and time-consuming!! And you said: 
Okay 
And I never set foot in the Winter shelter.  
And Easter Sunday I slept in and went out to breakfast and never set foot on Union Wharf. 
And I let you guys handle all the concert details, and the “night of” I stayed home to watch TV. 

 
You’d have said: “Skip, Can we talk?”  a long time ago. And I’d be unemployed. 
Rightfully so. 
I will never ask you to go someplace I’m not willing to go. I will never expect 
something from you that I’m not already doing. Even if it means using the telephone- which 

you all know I hate. Indiana Skip staring into the abyss says: “Telephones, why’d it have to be 

telephones?”  And Polleen says: “Cellphones, very dangerous. You go first.” I’ll do it because I 

would NEVER expect something from you that I would not do.  
 
That, my friends, is the idea our Hebrews author is trying to get across to his people in 
this 2nd portion of ch5.  Let’s read together:  
 
5:7 During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with fervent cries and tears to the 

one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 8 Son though he 

was, he learned obedience from what he suffered 9 and, once made perfect, he became the source of 
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eternal salvation for all who obey him 10 and was designated by God to be high priest in the order of 

Melchizedek. 

 
There’s general agreement that the picture our author is painting is Jesus praying in 
the Garden of Gethsemane 7 …with fervent cries and tears to the one who could save Him from death. 

Our author and his audience clearly knew the story of Jesus in the garden praying:  
36 … “ Abba! Father! All things are possible for You; remove this cup from Me;…The gospel of Mark may 
have been written as early as 55  and probably to a Roman audience. It might have been known to 
our Hebrews, that’s why we read Mark 14:32-42 this morning.  

 
They knew about Jesus’ struggle in the Garden. And I suspect our author hopes 
they will see the similarities between their Great High Priest’s struggle and their own. 
 
The persecution our Hebrews were facing held the possibility of death. Christians 
had been killed for their faith in Rome. Our Hebrews didn’t want to suffer a torturous 
death any more than you would. And you can bet they were praying for God to remove 
the persecution and the threats they were facing. Just as you and I do –even about lesser 

things. And here’s the thing: Jesus, our High Priest, had been there first.  
5:7 ..., he offered up prayers and petitions with fervent cries and tears to the one who could save him from 

death,… And his prayer was: If there’s any other way Abba, please make it so. Please don’t require 

me to drink this cup…”  
Our Hebrews didn’t want to suffer or die and neither did Jesus. He knows how it 
feels to face the struggle. He wasn’t asking them to do anything he hadn’t already done.  
 
What’s the end of v7 say?: …and he was heard because of his reverent submission.  

He was heard. Well that seems a weird thing to say. Cause Jesus, the Son of God, 
was asking his Father to keep him from having to die on the Cross –“…remove this cup 

from me...” – but he definitely died on the cross.  
If I’m hanging precariously from a tree branch twelve feet in the air because the ladder just fell down. 
And I say to you Rebekah heard me calling help, you would assume she came and saved me; not 

that I fell to the ground below.  We know Jesus fervently cried for help. We know He was 
crucified. And yet this scripture says: … he was heard because of his reverent submission.  

 
Well the only way to understand that, is that the Father heard Jesus fervent cries to be 
saved from the cross. And God answered, saying: No. “No, my Son, there’s no other way. If 

we’re to redeem the world I can’t save you from this.”   
And Jesus’ response to God’s answer is: “Not my will, Father, but yours be done.”   That 
was Jesus’ “reverent submission.” The Father said: “No.” The Son: Your will be done.  
So the Son of God, our Great High Priest prayed to God to be saved from suffering 
and God’s answer to Him was “No.”  
An answer some of our Hebrews facing troubled times were likely to receive.  
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Jesus “reverent submission” when facing agony, made him even more able to 
sympathize with his people. Because: Jesus wasn’t asking them to face anything he hadn’t 

already faced, himself.  
 
Our author says: 8 Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered…  Indeed Jesus 
was the Son of God – through whom he made the universe, the radiance of God’s glory, whose throne 

will last forever and ever- and also the Son “shared in [our] humanity.” He was “fully human in every 

way.” Humans learn through suffering. “Learning comes from Suffering” was a first-
century Greek saying.  
Every time you hit your thumb with a hammer the suffering teaches you not to do that again. If you 
work with wild animals at all over time, suffering helps you learn not to jerk your hand around when 
they bite [Steve Irwin]. If you talk back to your parents you suffer by losing priviledges and that 

suffering is supposed to help you learn. Jesus, the Son of God, our Great High Priest, 
seated at God’s throne suffered just like you and I do. His suffering in the Garden 
taught him exactly what obedience to God can cost us humans.  
Our Hebrew congregation in Rome, in their persecution, were learning through 
suffering. Jesus had already learned through suffering. Again: Jesus didn’t asking them to 

face anything he hadn’t already faced himself 
 
Suffering through the furthest limits of what it would cost anyone to live in obedience 
God, made Jesus PERFECT.  
Because of our familiarity with the New Testament we think: Hey, Jesus is the Son of God, 

of course he’s perfect, sinless, flawless, the only Truly Human being ever to live life absolutely right. 

He’s perfect already. How can he be “made perfect?” Perfect for the Hebrews meant 
“complete,” “lacking nothing”- think a 3000-piece puzzle having all it’s pieces.  For the 
Greeks something was “perfect” if it precisely carried out the purpose for which it 
was designed- like the key that fits smoothly into your front door at home, and when twisted it’s 

little precision-ground teeth perfectly fit and smoothly shift the mechanism that unlocks the door.  
 
The last things Jesus experienced, his suffering in the Garden. The test of his 
resolve, the cries and tears, the wanting to escape, the plea for help, realization that no 
escape was possible, setting his will in line with Gods and then standing up and going 
to meet those who came to arrest him, being beaten and whipped and mocked and 
abused, and paraded around bloodied and naked and finally forced to die in one of the 
most heinous fashions ever devised and perfected by humanity- all of this completed 
his experience of the Human Condition. All of this made him – as Barclay puts it- 
“perfectly fitted…to become the Redeemer and the Savior” of humanity.” 
 
The completeness of his suffering made his Humanity complete that is: perfect.  

The full gamut of his suffering, blended with his sinlessness, precisely equipped Him to 
be the particular tool to bring about the salvation of the Kosmos- perfect!  

Fully human in every way- to the last drop of necessary suffering.  
And his perfect obedience was not only the means to the world’s salvation,  
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but it was also an example for us, and our Hebrews, to follow to the very end.  
To, as life and circumstances dictate: drink the cup of suffering down to the last drop.   
Again: Jesus wasn’t asking them –or us- to face anything he hadn’t already faced. 
 
It’s interesting to me how obedience comes up twice in this last paragraph [v8-9]. 
Jesus, in reverent submission, engages obedience to the bitter end.  
The product of our FOREVER HIGH PRIEST’s obedience is eternal salvation.   
And when we obey Jesus in our time of suffering [big or little, temptations or calls to service] 
the salvation he provided by his obedience is ours. Because: 9…he became the source of eternal 

salvation for all who obey him 

 
Jesus’ obedience is the foundation for our own.  
He has not asked us to face anything he has not already faced. 

 
He completed everything set before him. Every task, every suffering, every challenge 
of humiliation, every exaltation and because of it all he is not only the “source of eternal 

salvation,” but also our Great, Forever, High Priest Par Excellance. Jesus eclipses all 
other High Priests mediating an eternal salvation for all who obey Him.  
 
We have a merciful and faithful High Priest who has ascended through the Heavens to 
God’s throne. We have a High Priest who has been tested and tempted in every way 
we have. He has suffered through every kind of hateful, diabolical thing one human 
can do to another- from gossip to betrayal, to torture to death. Having passed through it all he 
is crowned in empathy, and seated at God’s throne of grace so that we… “may receive 

mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.”   

 
He has not asked us to face anything he has not already faced. 
 
 
Amen 
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5 Every high priest is selected from among the people and is appointed to represent the people in matters 

related to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2 He is able to deal gently with those who are ignorant and 

are going astray, since he himself is subject to weakness. 3 This is why he has to offer sacrifices for his own 

sins, as well as for the sins of the people. 4 And no one takes this honor on himself, but he receives it when 

called by God, just as Aaron was. 

5 In the same way, Christ did not take on himself the glory of becoming a high priest. But God said to him, 

“You are my Son; 

    today I have become your Father.”[a] 
6 And he says in another place, 

“You are a priest forever, 

    in the order of Melchizedek.”[b] 
7 During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions with fervent cries and tears to the 

one who could save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 8 Son though he 

was, he learned obedience from what he suffered 9 and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal 

salvation for all who obey him10 and was designated by God to be high priest in the order of Melchizedek. 

11 We have much to say about this, but it is hard to make it clear to you because you no longer try to 

understand. 12 In fact, though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the 

elementary truths of God’s word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! 13 Anyone who lives on milk, 

being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. 14 But solid food is for the 

mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark 14:32     They went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his 
disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” 33 He took Peter, James and John along with him, 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+5&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30036a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+5&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30037b
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and he began to be deeply distressed and troubled.  34 “My soul is overwhelmed with 
sorrow to the point of death,” he said to them. “Stay here and keep watch.” 
 
Mark 14:35     Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the 
hour might pass from him.  36 “Abba, Father,” he said, “everything is possible for you. 
Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.” 
 
Mark 14:37     Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Simon,” he 
said to Peter, “are you asleep? Could you not keep watch for one hour? 38 Watch and 
pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak.” 
 
Mark 14:39     Once more he went away and prayed the same thing.  40 When he 
came back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. They did 
not know what to say to him.  
 
Mark 14:41     Returning the third time, he said to them, “Are you still sleeping and 
resting? Enough! The hour has come. Look, the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands 
of sinners. 42 Rise! Let us go! Here comes my betrayer!” 
 
 
Psa. 110:0    Of David. A psalm.  
 
Psa. 110:1     The LORD says to my Lord:   “Sit at my right hand  until I make your 
enemies   a footstool for your feet.”  
 
Psa. 110:2     The LORD will extend your mighty scepter from Zion;   you will rule in 
the midst of your enemies.  
3  Your troops will be willing   on your day of battle.    Arrayed in holy majesty,   from 
the womb of the dawn   you will receive the dew of your youth.  
 
Psa. 110:4     The LORD has sworn   and will not change his mind:  “You are a priest 
forever,   in the order of Melchizedek.”  
 
Psa. 110:5     The Lord is at your right hand;   he will crush kings on the day of his 
wrath.  
6  He will judge the nations, heaping up the dead   and crushing the rulers of the whole 
earth.  
7  He will drink from a brook beside the way;   therefore he will lift up his head.  

 


