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[slide] Our Colossian Christians [all gentiles], relatively new to their faith in Christ, have 
embraced certain human traditions and festivals [Jewish traditions & festivals]. The result is 
that their primary focus has shifted from Jesus to the traditions and festivals.  
That’s a big problem because Jesus is THE centerpoint of the Gospel and the unique 
and complete source of their salvation and that of all of creation.  
 
Paul’s response is to try to elevate the Colossians understanding of who Jesus is.  
So as part of his opening, he quotes what is likely a piece of liturgy or poetry or 
worship song that would be known to them [slide]  [the hymn to Christ in 1:15-20].  
His intention is to give them another “Ah-HA! Experience” over the fact that Jesus is 
THE Lord of ALL CREATION and Lord of NEW CREATION.  As God, the Son, he 
created- out of nothing- The Totality of the Kosmos and sustains it all. And, as God, the 
Son, He lived and died and was resurrected as Lord of NEW CREATION and in his 
ascension He was enthroned as KING of Creation and New Creation.  
 
[slide]  Paul’s goal in Colossians is to help this Church realize that Jesus is 
EVERYTHING they need. 
 
[slide]  Ch2 tells us: 9 For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form,  10 and in Him you 
have been  made  complete, 
All that which is of God was contained in the man Jesus of Nazareth. He is the 
unique 100% human that was concurrently 100% God. And in the WILLING, 
SACRIFICIAL, COSTLY GIFT of His life on he cross everyone who bows to His 
Lordship is a New Creation: whole, perfect, complete.  
[slide]  On my smartphone certain applications [programs/apps] keep bugging me to upgrade 
from the FREE version so I can get all the perks of the monthly fee-version. What you have isn’t good 
enough! It’s incomplete! You need the rest!  [slide]  Back in my Science Center days general 
admission got you the 4 bldgs. of exhibits but if you wanted a Laser show or IMAX film they were a 
buck extra each. The pitch was to have the full experience you need the add-ons. And, of course for 
any toys that needed power the package was [slide]  clear: BATERIES NOT INCLUDED! [That’s 
crazy!  What good was my Hot Wheels supercharger without batteries- I mean really!]   
But when it comes to the Salvation of the world, provided by Jesus, [slide]  
nothing’s missing, No extra purchase is necessary, No add-ons or upgrades to 
the package are required, or even available!! Your Salvation package is complete 
because of Jesus who is King of Creation and King of New Creation, so focus on 
 Him and Him alone and send the human traditions and festivals back to the back-
ground where they belong.  
 
He makes the point again at the end of ch2 and the beginning of ch3. [slide]   
Col. 2:20  If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in 
the world, do you submit yourself to decrees… 22 … in accordance with the commandments and teachings of 
men?  23 These are matters, which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion … but are 
of no value against fleshly indulgence. 
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The traditions, the Festivals and “principles of the world” have an “appearance of 
wisdom” but are in fact [slide]  “of no value” in dealing with fleshly indulgence. This is 
particularly true when we consider our own modern human traditions of spending and 
“fleshly indulgence” in the holiday season.  
 
When it comes to the human traditions that distract us from Jesus in the here and now, 
you can’t expect to grit your teeth, set your feet, clench your fists and “Just say no” to 
these powerful cultural traditions. Self-indulgence, entitlement, and greed are 
powerful social and economic drivers in our culture. [slide]  The Mall beckons, 
the restaurants are alluring, the stores enticing, the on-line shopping so convenient, 
and the “savings are incredible!” How can any red-blooded American consumer resist? 
  
The text itself says: willpower won’t get the job done. [the commandments and teachings of men? 
… are of no value against fleshly indulgence.]  Instead, what’s NECESSARY is that we re-orient 
our vision, shift our point of view from the [slide] distractions of our human 
traditions. We followers of Jesus do that by turning away from everything else and 
focusing our eyes on the incarnate Jesus Christ, STILL fully God and fully Human, 
having finished his work here, now  resurrected and ascended to God’s throne.  
[slide] Col. 3:1   Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that are on 
earth.   He continues: 3 For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.  4 When Christ, 
who is our life, is revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.  
The Lord Jesus Christ is on the throne at God’s right hand. Your life, [salvation] along 
with every other “good” that you know is hidden with Christ. Jesus should be your 
mind’s focus. 
 
By the time we get to ch3 Paul has already told us: [slide] human festivals and 
traditions are a mere shadow of the good God has for us but the substance of that 
good is Christ! [2:17]. 
And when you were dead in sin…Jesus made you ALIVE with Him [2:13] 
And …as you have received the Lord Jesus, so walk in Him… [2:6] 
And all treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidden in Jesus … [2:3] 
And the word of God says Christ is in you providing you the hope of glory [1:26-27] 
And Jesus is the human in whom all the fullness of Deity dwells [1:15-20] 
Emmanuel, God with us, the Lord of Creation and New Creation willingly gave himself -
gave his life- through his blood and the cross to reconcile all things.  
 
The general message throughout Colossians is the superiority of Jesus over every 
human tradition. The “things above” that ch3 calls us to “keep seeking” are all 
contained in the person and example of Jesus. [slide]  And so in order to drive 
human traditions back to the place they belong, WE HAVE TO FOCUS ON 
JESUS. It’s as true for us, now, as it was for the Colossians then.  
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To boot “Mammon” [god of wealth] and “the Traditions of men” out of the drivers seat 
of our lives -our churches even-  [slide]  we have to focus on God [Jesus], and at this time 
of year on the way God [Jesus] gave.  
 
Singer, songwriter, author Michael Card, known for his biblically intelligent songs, 
wrote a song called The Promise. Its lyrics have been repeating in my head all season:  

[slide]  The Lord God said when time was full  He would shine His light in the darkness 
He said a virgin would conceive  And give birth to the promise 
The promise was love and the promise was life The promise meant light to the world 
Living proof Jehovah saves  For the name of the promise was Jesus 
 
[slide]  The faithful one saw time was full  And the ancient pledge was honored 
So God the Son, the incarnate one  His final Word, His own Son 
Was born in Bethlehem  But came into our hearts to live 
What more could God have given  Tell me what more did He have to give  
What more could God have given  Tell me what more did He have to give 
 

[slide]  Malachi, the last prophet in our OT, told us “The Lord whom you seek, will suddenly 
come to his temple…but who can abide the day of his coming [Mal 3:1 & 2]. Isaiah declared: 7:14 
…”Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name  Immanuel. Which 
Matthew [1:22] applies directly to Jesus explaining it means “God with us.” The promise 
was that God would be “with us,” that THE Lord would come back to His people.  
Michael Card’s song, again. Sums up the prophets mystical pictures: 
For a thousand years the dreamers dreamt  And hoped to see His love 
But the promise showed their wildest dreams  Had simply not been wild enough 
So “God the Son, the Incarnate One …was born in Bethlehem.” 
What more could God have given  Tell me what more did He have to give  
 
Malachi’s aside: “Who can abide the day of His coming?” had nothing to do with cringing in fear 
of judgment at God’s return. It was ultimately about the unfathomable idea that God, 
Yahweh Elohim, Maker, Creator, Sustainer of all things would be born into His creation 
as a feeble, flesh and blood, human infant.   
1John 4:14 We have seen and  testify that the Father has  sent the Son to be the Savior of the world. 
[slide]  The Father gave the Son- who is –paradoxically- also Himself. And the Son who 
is –in essence- the Father- gives the way the Father gives because Col. 1:15  He is the image 
of the invisible God,   Heb. 1:3  And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact  representation of His nature, 
Jesus himself said: John 14:9b He who has seen Me has seen the Father; … 
 
The Son is the Father and the Father is the Son. They are separate and different and 
yet one in the same. Jesus is Emmanuel, God with us. Jesus is the Lord Malachi 
promised would return. Jesus himself says: if you’ve seen me you’ve seen the Father.  
[slide]   
The strange point I want to make is when God gives, He gives himself: the Son.  
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And the Son, who contains all the fullness of God in the flesh, does the same. He gives 
himself –the image of the invisible God, radiance of His glory.  Thus –and here’s what all of this 
has ben leading up to- [slide] thus the principle: The best giving, the giving that is 
most like God’s, is when you give yourself.  
 
When the good folks behind Advent Conspiracy tell us on one Sunday to Spend Less 
and then on the next to Give More that’s what they mean. The best giving, the giving 
that is most like God’s, is when you give yourself. You Give More, you give best to 
others when you find a way to give yourself away in a fashion that is present, personal, 
risky and costly in time, thought, & effort.  
 
[slide]  For instance, one of AC’s standard examples of this sort of giving [but still good and true] is 
about the daughter who would be heading off to college the next Spring She and her Dad were close 
and Dad was expecting this life-change to be very difficult emotionally- so her Christmas gift that year 
was two beautifully bound journals- One for her and one for him. During the next year –including her 
last days of high school and her first semester in University- the instructions were for both of them to 
write about their fears, frustrations, joys, losses, gains, the difficulty letting go and the difficulty of 
going. And the next Christmas they would trade journals and get to read the others thoughts.  
There was risk in expressing oneself honestly. It was a very personal gift. And though 
they would be separated by some distance there was a sense of presence because 
you were writing to and for the other. And this gift was costly in time and effort and 
dedication. But it was the best sort of giving, because they both were giving 
themselves to the other. Just as God gave himself to us in Christ.  
 
Is there something you’re very good at making or baking or sewing or carving or 
building or writing, or painting. Making the thing you give for Christmas is another good 
way to “give more,” especially if you are making the thing specifically for the person 
who will receive it.  
[slide]  The “Prayer shawls” Kathi Johnson crochets, come to mind: personal, with a 
sense of presence, costly in time and full of thoughts about and prayers for the 
recipient. This is a great example of the best sort of giving, that is most like 
God’s, because it’s the giving of yourself. 
 
[slide]  Some of you will remember our Korean daughter, Isabel- who lived with us 
as an exchange student for a year. She’s all grown up, graduated from nursing school, 
and married to a dentist and, back in October, she delivered twin baby boys into the 
world [the glory of FB].  Rebekah set to weaving two beautiful baby blankets and they just 
went off in the mail a week or so ago. Personal, because weaving is a skill that defines 
who Rebekah is, Costly in time and fiber and creativity. And present because those 
blankets lovingly crafted in our home will soon wrap up those babies in their own cozy 
beds. [slide-babies] Another good example of Giving the way God gives, by 
giving yourself- the best sort of giving.  
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But someone might say: Okay Skip, I get it. We should “give more” by giving ourselves, 
like God gave himself in Jesus, or like Jesus gave himself for us.  But I can’t bake or 
cook or make. And I’m no good at writing words. It’s easier for me to just grab 
something off the shelf at Don’s or buy a gift card or write a check and be done with it. 
How can I give the way God gives- giving myself, I mean? 
  
First of all you begin by making the effort to keep your eyes [heart & mind] on Jesus all 
Christmas. Like Paul told the Colossians: [slide]  Col. 3:1   … keep seeking the things above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on the things above, not on the things that 
are on earth.    
 
Rebekah and I spent Monday in Silverdale shopping for stocking stuffers. At the day’s 
end, as we were walking through the Target parking lot to get in the car and come 
home Rebekah said: “You know, we didn’t have a single fight all day.” [We have a history of 
holiday shopping disagreements due to very different shopping styles]. She was right. We hadn’t.  
Perhaps it was because we weren’t in a rush, perhaps it was because we strategically 
stopped for lunch to fortify ourselves, but I think  that the most likely reason of all is 
because that morning- in the privacy of my mind- and within my own time of prayer I 
decided “to keep seeking the things above.”  I “set my mind” that the day would be a FUN day 
of shopping. I declared to God and myself that I would give myself to the 
goodness of the day-and not be the despairing twit I’m capable of being when 
Christmas shopping.  And it worked. [I’m as surprised as you.]  
 
But it wasn’t because of gritting my teeth and setting my feet. It was because I decided 
to take my eyes off myself and “set my mind” on Jesus and the others around me.  
Again, The best giving, the giving that is most like God’s, is when you give yourself.  
 
But this isn’t just for dealing with the pressure of shopping. You can choose to give 
yourself away by “setting your mind” to focus on Jesus and the well-being of 
others throughout he entire remainder of this Holiday Season.  
 
Decorating the house or tree or church, in gathered worship, at Christmas and New 
Year’ eve parties, and most importantly at any and every Family Gathering you can 
choose to give yourself away by  “setting your mind” on Jesus and giving yourself to 
others in JOY and PLAY!  
Your grand kids will NOT remember the present you bought them but I guarantee they 
will remember if you get down on the floor and play with their toys with them. [Isn’t that 
exactly what God did in Jesus, He got down on the floor on our level and played with us and told us 
stories, and gave us gifts He’d made, and made us laugh] 
 
This method of “giving more,” choosing to focus on Jesus and the well-being of others, 
is especially important in your encounters with people you struggle to love, family 
members who see the world or live in ways with which you disagree.  
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Remember at Jesus first advent he DID NOT come as judge to rule the world.  
He comes as a baby. [slide]  Everyone loves a baby. And babies love everyone. 
You can give yourself the way God and Jesus gave by choosing to set aside your 
judgment, anger, and superiority and “setting your mind” to give yourself- like a little 
child- in love and laughter and joyous play with the ones you struggle to love.   
Remember: 1John 4:14 the Father has sent the Son to be the Savior of the world.  
And according to Colossians [1:21] he came to us and reconciled us to God despite 
the fact that we were…alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds, 
He didn’t care. He got right down on the floor to play with us. 
 
Paul’s message to the Colossians is to keep their focus on Jesus Christ and in so 
doing they will naturally push the traditions of men and the principles of the world into 
the background. It’s the same for us especially at this time of year. To boot 
“Mammon” [god of wealth] and “the Traditions of men” out of the drivers seat of our 
modern lives we have to focus on Jesus, And at this time of year  particularly on the 
way Jesus gave. That is: He gave himself.  
[slide]   
The best giving, the giving that resembles the way God gives is when you give 
yourself.  And when you give yourself you Give More.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


