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[slide]  A fellow named Epaphras likely heard Paul teaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
in Ephesus. He became convinced Jesus of Nazareth was God in the flesh- maker 
and sustainer of all things and by his death and resurrection also the redeemer of all 
things. [slide] And with the Gospel in his heart, E. wanted his own people to know the 
Good News he’d heard so when he got back to Colossae, his hometown, he 
announced Jesus to them. He told them -as Paul taught him- Jesus Christ was all they 
would EVER need. For… as Paul writes [slide]   in- 2:9 …in Him [Jesus] all the  fullness of Deity 
dwells in bodily form,  10 and in Him you have been  made  complete, … And some of them believed 
the Gospel, and embraced Jesus as Lord, God, and Savior. [slide]  BUT… 
 
For reasons we’ll never know, certain religious distractions –which they probably thought 
would assist their faith- began to draw their attention away from Jesus. They were 
captivated by Angels and visions, and flights of fanciful philosophy. They began to act 
as if certain traditions, annual celebrations, seasonal feasts, or festive traditional foods 
were more important than the Good News they’d received. Instead of embellishing 
their faith, or providing shortcuts to holiness the distractions loosened their grip on their 
ONE reason for HOPE: Jesus.  
 
Epaphras sought help from Paul and Timothy who wrote this letter to the distracted 
Colossian church. We are in the midst of a long-term study of that letter. We’ve looked 
at Paul’s opening [slide]  Thanksgiving in v3-8. Paul’s thankful for the FAITH in Jesus and 
LOVE for all that originate from the HOPE the Colossians received from the Gospel. And a couple 
weeks ago we studied Paul’s opening  [slide]  prayer for them [9-14]: that they would be 
filled with the knowledge of God’s will, strengthened by God’s glorious might, and that the Colossians 
would be overtaken with a Joyous Gratitude for all that Jesus has done.  
 
And so we find ourselves on this first Sunday of the Advent Season poised before one 
of the greatest scriptures on the SUPERIORITY OF JESUS CHRIST in all the New 
Testament: the glorious Hymn to Christ of Colossians 1: 15-20. AND… it’s not only 
the first Sunday of Advent, it’s also the first Sunday of our participation [slide] in 
Advent Conspiracy. 
 
This marks our tenth year joining with thousands of other churches all over the world in 
the effort to call the Christmas celebrations of Christians into line with the nature of 
Jesus and His Gospel. The four themes and goals of Advent Conspiracy are that we 
would WORSHIP FULLY, SPEND LESS, GIVE MORE and LOVE ALL.  
 
Interestingly enough the goal of Advent Conspiracy is not far from Paul’s goal in writing 
this letter to the Colossians: to eliminate or possibly redeem the distractions that keep us from 
worshipping Jesus fully!  
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[slide] The Colossians were captivated by Angels and visions, and fanciful philosophy. 
They got caught up in various human traditions, annual celebrations and feasts with 
festive seasonal foods- all of which, they thought, would assist their faith. But the distractions 
became the focus. 
 
Like the Colossians, in the course of our history [slide]  we’ve also been taken captive 
by visions- visions of sugarplums dancing in our heads, visions of Jolly old St. 
Nicholas bringing me exactly what I want, visions of a perfect and festively decorated 
home with a glittering 10-foot Christmas tree lit to perfection and stacked with beautiful 
packages for everyone. [slide] 
Angels – which are nothing like the “fear not” angels of Bethlehem- populate our Christmas 
thoughts- every time a bell rings… funny little angel Clarence helps George Baily. Denzel 
Washington is a handsome angel trying to help a preacher at Christmas.  
[slide] We put angels of all sorts all over our Christmas cards and coffee cups and ugly 
Christmas sweaters. We stick an angel on the top of the tree, and, of course, we all 
hope to be “touched by an angel.”  
 
And when it comes to Christmas, [slide]  there is no other time of the year that features 
more human tradition, celebration, and feasts of festive seasonal foods: a big 
Christmas Dinner- Bob Cratchit’s giant goose, The Grinch’s roast beast. Every 
business, neighborhood, church, hosting a Christmas party- some featuring lots of 
alchohol. The lighting of the Holiday tree [sponsored by local businesses]! Caroling in 
the streets, lighting up the house, filling up the stockings- and the biggest American 
holiday tradition of all: shopping and spending and spending and shopping until we’re 
dropping in exhaustion, frustration; frantic and in debt to our eyeballs! I’m speaking 
generally of the culture, of course.  
 
Despite AC’s best intentions, around the world we still distract ourselves with shopping 
& spending-in celebration of Christmas- to the tune of  [slide] 1 trillion dollars- not a 
million, not a billion but one trillion dollars. [According to ABC news, The National Retail Federation 
estimates Americans will spend $465 billion over these 2018 holidays.]  
 
Christian Author, pastor, speaker, Louie Giglio [slide] says this:  
Worship is simply about value. The simplest definition I can give is this: Worship is our 
response to what we value most. That’s why worship is that thing we all do. It’s what we’re all 
about on any given day. Worship is about saying, "This person, this thing, this experience (this 
whatever) is what matters most to me . . . it’s the thing of highest value in my life." [slide] 
John Wimber of the Vineyard Church movement says this: “Show me where you spend 
your time, money, and energy and I’ll show you what you worship.”  [slide] 
And N.T.Wright: When human beings give their heartfelt allegiance to and worship that which is not 
God, they progressively cease to reflect the image of God. One of the primary laws of human life is 
that you become like what you worship; what’s more, you reflect what you worship not only to the 
object itself but also outward to the world around.” 
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The Colossian Crisis was that they were distracted from the most important thing by 
lesser things: human traditions, Festivals, special Sabbaths, mystical visions, and 
seasonal feasts.  
These were the things taking their time, money and energy. And the more they 
gave their allegiance to those things, the more they reflected ideas and ways of living 
that were contrary to the Good News of the Gospel and less and less they reflected the 
Image of God.  
 
What [slide] does Paul say to them to rattle their cage, to shake them up, dislodge 
them from their idolatry?  Does he say: stop having those feasts!! Disdain those 
festivals, refuse the festive foods and cleanse your minds of thoughts of angels!!   
No, he doesn’t say anything like that. Yeah, he points out the weaknesses in some 
of those things- but he never forbids participation. Why??  
Because the problem isn’t the tradition or the celebration, or the food or the drink.  
[slide] The problem is the idolatry of the tradition or the celebration or the food or 
the drink.  It’s the worship of something that should never be worshipped.  
 
And so Paul- in this glorious hymn reminds the Colossians of exactly whom 
deserves all the worship and praise that every creature and created thing  in all 
the Kosmos can generate. He writes:   [slide] 
15    He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.  
16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or dominions or rulers or authorities — all things have been created through Him and for Him.  17 He is before 
all things, and in Him all things hold together.  18 He is also head of the body, the church; and  [slide] 
He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead,  
so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything.  19 For it was the Father’s good pleasure for all 
the fullness to dwell in Him, 20 and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through 
the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven.  
 
There’s an uncountable number of things to understand within this passage, There’s 
an uncountable number of things to teach about this passage. We’re going to talk 
about bits and pieces of it over the course of our Advent Conspiracy Sundays- Then in 
January we’ll try to “sweep up” and take a more systematic look at this magnificent 
poem about Christ.  
 
But the thing I want you to see here and now- is that this Hymn to Christ basically has 
two stanzas The first one begins at v15 with [slide] 15  He is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn of all creation. 
The second one begins in the middle of v 18 [slide] 18b…He is the beginning, the firstborn 
from the dead,  
 
slide]  The simple thing I want you to see here is that Paul is using this poem to 
illustrate to the Colossians that Jesus is both Lord of Creation … 
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[16 For by Him all things were created, — 16b  all things have been created through Him and for Him.  17 He 
is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. ] The Creator God is invisible but Jesus of 
Nazareth is the visible image of God – and the proof is that Jesus, God the Son, a 
human container holding the fullness of God, created and sustains everything that IS. 
AND… 
Jesus is Lord of New Creation [18 He is … head of the body, the church; He is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead,  20 and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the 
blood of His cross; 
He is the firstborn from the dead. His resurrection is the example of the redemption 
waiting for all humanity, who call him Lord. The Church- filled with the Spirit of God is 
the New Humanity, new creation rising right up out of the old. For Jesus’ blood and his 
cross have brought “peace on earth, goodwill to men” and the reconciliation of ALL 
THINGS. [Rom8] 
 
Jesus is Lord of Creation and Lord of New Creation. Borrowing from NT Wright: slide]   
He [God/Christ] reigns supreme over all. He has given himself to this world in loving self-sacrifice, to 
create out of sinful humanity a people for his own possession with the intention of eventually bringing 
the entire universe into a new order and harmony. All this he has done in and through Jesus, his son, 
his own perfect human self-expression.”  slide]  There is no sphere of existence over which 
Jesus is not sovereign in virtue of his role both in creation and in reconciliation.   
 
And so, if you claim to belong to Him, then you need to slide]  worship Him fully.  
And that means you like the Colossians need to search out the distractions and deal 
with them.  If parts of your Christmas celebration are worshipping something other than 
Jesus- self, mammon, family, traditions of gift-giving, traditions that focus us inward on us and our 
own- that’s idolatry and it’s up to you to address that in your life and your family.  
 
This hymn to Christ in Colossians 1:15-20 announces that Jesus is sovereign over 
everything. There is no dualism, no room for cubby-hole living with areas under God’s 
rule and others that are not.  “There is no neutral ground in the universe: every square 
inch, every split second is claimed by God …and counterclaimed by Satan.  
So you have to choose: will you or won’t you Worship Fully?  
 
Okay, well how do you do that?  
Let’s finish by considering that for a moment. How does one Worship Fully? 
The first step is examine how you spend your time, money, and energy in the 
Christmas season. Those are unquestionable indicators of what we worship.   
Then you’ve got to answer the question: What, of our traditions, is in line with the 
Lordship of Christ and what isn’t?  
What, of our long-held traditions might have the odor of idolatry?  
Now, that consideration will be different for every household. And you don’t get to judge 
another’s household.  But that’s where you start: in your home, in your traditions. 
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And if you eliminate a few things and get a little more space in your Holiday existence I expect you’ll 
find it feels pretty Good- but remember to focus that newfound space on worshipping Christ fully.   
 
To those starting out, Advent Conspiracy suggests you begin this “worship renovation” 
with small steps, like just give “one less gift” this year.  
 
Another way to tackle the question of how to “worship fully” is to ask: How did Jesus 
give to others? The answer is: he gave himself, his time, his energy, his love, his 
service.   Remember the Sovereign Lord of Creation and New Creation said: 
When you do it for the least of these you are, in fact, doing it for ME. 
 
Two of my high school friends are headed to visit another friend who’s dying of cancer. 
They’re flying down to California because they want to see our mutual friend and talk 
with him about death and dying and salvation. That’s worshipping fully, I’d say.  
 
But it reminded me of a Christmas a long time ago when I was probably in grade 
school, 5th or 6th grade and the family of one of these friends was having some financial 
difficulties and my Mom and Dad heard about it and- despite their own hand to mouth 
living- they decided they wanted to help- but secretly. So they filled a big box up 
with food. And that night we drove up to the front of their house- Christmas lights all 
round the door.  It was dark and quiet but we didn’t want to be discovered.  
It was my job to grab the box from the back of the car and run it to the porch and ring 
the bell and run back to the car so we could fly off into the dark unseen. I was so 
excited that I missed the doorbell and we had this panicked moment when Mom was 
telling me to go back and ring it again and Dad was saying no, no we need to go. And 
then a light came on and we took off- like a shot. That wasn’t about us. I mean, it was 
fun. But in truth it was about worshipping fully- worshipping Jesus by doing 
something we thought Jesus would do.  
 
In the Hymn to Christ Paul is artfully telling the Colossians the same thing I’m 
stumbling to try and say: The Lord Jesus Christ, through whom you were redeemed, is 
none other than the One through whom you- and all the Kosmos- visible and invisible- 
were created. He, and only He is worthy of worship- especially in the season that bears 
His title.   
 
Jesus makes the invisible God visible; he fulfills the Father’s reconciling purpose on the 
cross; he is the Father’s agent in creation and redemption. Let us Go forth and 
worship Him fully!  
  


