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In the 700 years between Isaiah and Jesus Hebrew scholars and Rabbis scrutinized 
and argued their way through the scrolls of Isaiah. They saw in his prophecies two 
distinct images of the Annointed One (Messiah) who would come bringing salvation, 
freedom and Joyful living to the Jewish people.  One image is seen in the familiar 
passage: Isaiah 9:6-7 
6For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His 

shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, 

Prince of Peace. 7There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, On the 

throne of David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with justice and 

righteousness From then on and forevermore The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish 

this. 
This is the conquering king enemies beaten, the throne firmly established; with swords 
clashing, and trumpets blazing and banners whipping in the wind.  
The other picture is the victimized sacrificial image of Isaiah 53.  
2bHe has no stately form or majesty That we should look upon Him, Nor appearance that we 

should be attracted to Him. 3He was despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows and 

acquainted with grief; And like one from whom men hide their face He was despised, and we did 

not esteem Him. 4Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet we 

ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted. 5But He was pierced through 

for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell 

upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed.  
When Jesus’ day rolled around some inventive rabbi’s considered Isaiah’s words and 
suggested that there would not be one messiah but two: one the conqueror and one the 
servant.  
Of course from our vantage point in history we know it wasn’t two messiah’s but one 
coming twice first in the role of suffering servant and then again as the conqueror of all 
that is utterly evil in the world. 
  
The period in between Jesus coming as Servant through the body of Mary and his 
coming as Conqueror on a white horse is called The Church Age.  
  
The church age began with the event we celebrate tonight; when at the simplest cellular 
level Jesus entered human existence, supernaturally born to the young wife of a 
handyman. There is little of the conqueror in his arrival.  It looks like a homeless 
peasant girl enduring her first birth. The accommodations are less than adequate. There 
are no nurses or slaves or soft blankets or even a cradle.  
  
Yes, there was a choir of supernatural beings announcing the birth of a Liberator-King. 
But instead of taking the announcement to Jerusalem, Athens, Memphis or Rome or to 
the great civilizations of the Mayas or the Han dynasty of China; they sing their 
announcement to an open field and some unclean sheepherders. 
  



Yes, a couple years later the Magi came looking for the King of the Jews with gifts 
appropriate for a King’s identity. Their visit is brief and does not change the visible 
status of Jesus as the boychild of poor peasants. 
  
As Jesus grows he shows no signs of being any kind of conqueror. - as an uneducated 
layman Jesus heals and feeds and teaches and keeps a fairly low profile. He finds food 
where he can and is mostly homeless throughout his ministry, sleeping on the ground 
when he can’t crash on someone’s couch. He is not marked by any earthy power. 
  
Jesus’ life models service rather than conquest.   
  
He, himself, says he came to save, not condemn. He says he came to serve not to be 
served and shortly after that he dresses himself as a slave and washes the disciples 
feet. His actions validate his servant identity. Brennan Manning writes: “God 
becomes a slave….God wants to be known through servanthood.”  And Jesus expects 
his followers to do the same. 14"If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet, you 

also ought to wash one another's feet. 15"For I gave you an example that you also should do as I 

did to you. 
  
This time we’re in, this “Church Age” is to be a time of service, not conquest.  
For cultures –like ours- that prefer power and control that’s a “hard sell.” We prefer the 
enthroned conqueror Jesus to the battered, foot-washing, laid in a manger Jesus.  
  
The biggest mistakes of the historical church that dog our steps to this day have come 
when she preferred the role of conqueror to that of servant.  
See conquerors need to have someone to conquer. And so from Jesus’ ministry to the 
present, there have been Christians who have turned anyone who disagreed with them 
into enemies to be conquered-  Preferring an “us and them” view of things.  Sadly 
it’s the “Thems” of the world that Jesus came to call- not the righteous but the sinners. 
  
According the promises of Scripture Jesus will come again as conquering King.  
  
Scripture says: Every knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.  
But within the gospel there is a tension between the “now” and the “not yet.” 
Jesus is and will be the conquering King. But it’s not time for that yet.  
To let the idea of “Jesus as conqueror be the lens through which we see the world is, 
biblically speaking, putting the cart before the horse. The task of the Church that began 
at his birth remains to be finished, by us, in imitation of His servanthood.    
  
The servant brings food, help and healing, warmth and friendship. The servant doesn’t 
take control but gives control back to others in need. The servant operates in near 
invisibility changing things quietly from the inside out. Think of Mother Teresa, Brother 
Lawrence.Think of George Bailey.  
  
I am one of the many who annually make the video pilgrimage to the home of George 
Bailey and his wonderful life.  



The movie’s point: what was wonderful about George Bailey’s life was that he lived the 
life of a servant bettering the lives of his neighbors and friends- quietly changing their 
world from the inside out. We see it clearly when Clarence the angel let’s George see 
what the world would be like if he’d never been born: a dark, cynical, unhappy place.  
  
In the other holiday classic:  Ebenezer Scrooge is the epitome of control. And the point 
of his transformation is not that he becomes a Christmas lover it’s that he gives up the 
desire for control and power. He gives up the role of conqueror, wraps the slaves 
towel around his waist and becomes the servant bringing life, health, and warmth to the 
Cratchit Family and freedom to all in debt to him.  And as I watch or read about him I 
hear Jesus shout (as at Zacheus house) “Today Salvation has come to this house.”  
  
A year or two after Jesus’ birth the Magi arrive with Gold, frankincense, & Myrrh. Their 
gifts are symbolic of who they understand the baby to be: Gold is for a King. Incense is 
burned before a Diety- God. And Myrrh is a spice for burial-  
  
In times ahead his followers will understand Him to be God in the flesh. And his 
ascension to the throne of God will mark him as King-  but for now, in the present the 
myrrh marks him as the source of Sacrificial Love- our model for life in this difficult age. 
At the 2nd Advent it will be crystal clear he is both God and King but until then He is 
servant and sacrifice. And he waves us on to join Him in his effort. 

 


