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The things distracting the first century Colossian Community from Jesus [human 
traditions, festivals, food, preoccupation with angels, visions, etc.] bear a striking resemblance to 
a number of things in the 21st century that can distract us from Jesus. 
  
Especially at Christmas, we have our own modern selection of festivals, visions, 
holiday foods and human traditions that can, if we let them, distract heart and mind 
from the Lord Jesus; trade peace for stress, AND drain the checking account or 
enlarge your visa bill or both:  Winter festivals, Craft Fairs and Bazaars, Yule Balls, Tree lighting 
ceremonies, Zoo lights at woodland Park or Pt. Defiance. I understand Port Angeles has an ice 
skating rink this year like over at Seattle Center’s Winter Fest. We go out to get photos of the kids or 
grandkids with Santa, attend Christmas concerts, and there are lots of blockbuster and holiday 
movies to be seen this time of year.   
Most of those events have a price tag…an admission cost. And those that are FREE 
are never really free as there’s the cost of gas, ferries, parking, of course eating out -
which, for a lot of us is a major holiday tradition in itself.   
 
These things to do and places to go at Christmas are OUR “traditions of men” that can 
“take us captive” at this time of the year. Our “traditions” resemble the “traditions” 
tripping up the Colossians, and they similarly threaten our focus on Christ. 
  
Later on in Colossians the scripture will warn:  [slide]  Col. 2:8    See to it that no one takes 
you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the 
elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.  Paul, as a pastor, warns them 
to take responsibility for their faith and be on guard. “See to it” is a strong phrase that 
puts the responsibility on the Colossian Christians to guard their hearts. Guard them 
against what? Against human traditions and the principles of the world because 
they have the capacity to “take you captive.” 
 
The Enemy would very much like to “take you captive” by getting you all wrapped up in 
cultural traditions and worldly principles that seem innocent, even wholesome [like the 
Hebrew purity laws the Colossians were embracing] but can do great damage to our ability to 
“walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please him in all respects” [1:10].   
Paul warns them not to let “human tradition” or “worldly principles” suppress living 
according to the example set by Jesus. Instead we’re to push back against them. 
 
Why? [slide]   Why press back against the traditions of men and the world’s principles 
of happiness?  Why push them back in allegiance to Jesus Christ?   
Because “There is no neutral ground in the universe: every square inch, every split second is 
claimed by God …and counterclaimed by Satan.  The Enemy likes nothing better than to take 
what could be good and glorious –like the Torah- or innocent and delightful- like our 
Christmas celebrations- and fool us into worshipping the creation rather than the Creator & 
Redeemer: Jesus.  
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We have to guard our hearts or we might end up putting Jesus in the back seat while 
we ride “shotgun” up front chatting happily with “traditions of men” at the wheel. 
That’s what the Enemy wants: Jesus consigned to the background- fooling us into thinking 
he’s present and we’re faithful- while our time, energy, and ESPECIALLY OUR MONEY 
are offered up to the Traditions as gods. And the more we worship the traditions of 
men [“a mere shadow…” -Col 2:17] the less we reflect the Image of God and Christ to the 
world around us.  
 
Jesus is God in the flesh, and Lord of Creation and New Creation.  
He’s the image of the invisible God, the creator and sustainer of all things, head of the church, 
firstborn from the dead, reconciling all things by making “…peace through the blood of his cross.” [slide]   
19 For it was the Father’s good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him…  
Later in Col Paul will reference, and clarify this point [slide]   saying: 2:9 For in Him all the 
fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form,  10 and in Him you have been  made  complete,  Did you catch 
that? Complete. That’s whole, entire, perfect. Nothing else necessary.  If we give ourselves to 
Him and are thus “in Him” then, by the power of God, we are a finished work.  
 
We “have been made complete” –nothing further is needed to “save us”- no human 
traditions, no worldly principles can do anything for us. Our Salvation is in process, yes, but 
the work is done- period. [slide]   Remember:  As in 2Cor. 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! And this is so because IN the truly 
human man, Jesus of Nazareth, “all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form.” 
And He has reconciled “all things” to God, “having made peace through the blood of his cross.” 
 
And so, as we said last week, Paul’s intention for the Colossians is for their distractions 
to be revealed as void and meaningless if they will focus on Jesus as Lord of 
Creation [all things visible and invisible] and Lord of New Creation [the renewal and 
restoration of all things].  Focus on Jesus- the truly human man in whom all the fullness of Deity 
dwells- and the knowledge that you are “made complete” in Him and the result is you’ll be 
freed from feeling the NEED for any of those extra traditions, visions, or festivals.  
 
Wealth, of course  [slide] is a tool, like a shovel, or carving knife. [slide] It can do 
great good or great evil depending on its use. The way we use it depends on how we 
think about it.  
[slide]  In our culture money, wealth is a form of power. And those with the wealth 
have the power to order their lives and even the world as they think it should be- from 
living where you want, how you want driving what you want, eating what you want when you want, to 
lobbyists and political pacs buying politicians votes to make the world over in their own image.  
And thousands of others without that level of wealth but active wannabes of our 
“wealth-as-power” culture try to live “the good life with a credit-card lifestyle- especially 
this time of year. Cause, at least we want to pretend we have the power of wealth or a 
little slice of it anyway.  
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Our Holy-Spirit inspired scripture responds to our culture’s approach to wealth saying: 
[slide]   1Tim. 6:10 … the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have 
wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.  Hebrews 13 speaks similarly 
to our culture warning us: Heb. 13:5 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with 
what you have, because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” 
In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus is quite clear on the topic. In Matt 6:24 Jesus uses 
a word that some of our modern translations change to wealth or money: Mammon. 
While that works fine for modern translations, Mammon is also understood as the name of a 
Syrian god of riches, a personification of wealth in all its security and power. [slide]     
Jesus says: Matt. 6:24  “No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or 
he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Mammon. 
 
Remember: …every square inch, every split second of the Kosmos-visible and invisible- is claimed 
by God …and counterclaimed by Satan and false gods, spiritual rulers and authorities like Mammon- 
real or imagined. Matt. 6:24  “No one can serve two masters. … You cannot serve both God and Mammon. 
Jesus follows that up saying: don’t worry about food or drink or clothes. God has got your back, 
so seek first his Kingdom, his justice and righteousness and he rest will take care of itself [Matt 6:25ff].  
 
So the scriptural message is clear: avoid the “love of money” and don’t let yourself 
become beholding to Mammon. Don’t worship it. Be content with what you have and 
trust God for the rest- that’s a true act of worship.  
 
Worship is our response to what we value most. Our expenditures of time, energy and 
money are the greatest indicators of what we worship. And our culture has made a 
human tradition and worship event out conspicuous consumption at Christmas 
[slide] to the tune of 465 billion nationally [National Retail Federation projected figure for 
2018].  465 billion is a big indicator of what we worship. As are all the videos of Black Friday 
shopping mobs rushing and pushing and shoving and grabbing. [slide] 
This is not what Christmas is all about …Charlie Brown.   We’ve got a problem.  
 
The INVITATION to [slide]  Spend Less at Christmas is an invitation to realize we 
have a problem and conclude that our culture’s worship of wealth/money is a real 
threat to our spiritual lives.  
It’s an invitation to see that the pagan god Mammon is alive and well, and actively 
working to woo us away from King Jesus with promises of the power, security, and 
pleasure that comes from wealth- real or imagined [Remember Satan tempting Jesus].  
For too many decades, too many of Jesus’ people have fallen for it- thought they could 
serve two masters- not even realizing they’d shoved Jesus into the back seat while 
they’re sitting up front between “Mammon” and “Traditions of Men” singing the 
Chipmunks Christmas song at the top of heir lungs!  [ “ Christmas time is here...want a plane 
that loops the loop, me, I want a hula hoop”]    
 
The folks behind Advent Conspiracy know the distraction of our Holiday spending, this exercise of 
traditional cultural power is dangerous for our souls.  So something needed to change.   
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Almost [slide]  every morning I eat a banana. It goes with my one piece of Dave’s Bread 
Wheat toast and my little bowl of apple sauce with cinnamon on it- and coffee, always coffee. I like 
bananas. I like ‘em on the small side, bright yellow, just off the green- no flecks of 
brown, thank you… and cut up in a bowl with strawberries, there’s nothing better. BUT …if I 
suddenly became allergic to bananas and eating one had the potential to put me into 
anaphylactic shock- which could kill me- you know what!? [slide]  I’d stop eating 
bananas. Well, duh! [Yes, I’ll have no bananas] 
 
Similarly, I like spending money on fun things at Christmas. I like going to movies and 
shows and eating out and buying stuff for the family. Most of us do. [slide]   We’ve been trained 
to shop for the sake of entertainment. It’s the world of consumption we live in. It’s the air we 
breathe. Shopping is life for many Americans; and we are constantly cajoled to SPEND 
MORE. But IF that spending, in fact, does damage to my soul, and the souls of others, 
shouldn’t I ought to at least [slide]  … spend less?  
 
There’s a bunch of questions to be answered there. And we all have to answer them 
for ourselves and for our own household. Please understand, there’s nothing inherently 
“wrong” about the activities, events and gifts on which we spend money at Christmas. 
The question to ask is: where is our hearts allegiance? What are we worshipping? To what or whom 
are we giving our allegiance: Ourselves? Our wealth? Our family? Appearances? Mammon?  
 
As one of the people called by God to be responsible for your spiritual well being, it’s 
my place to point out to you Paul’s warning against the love of Money and the 
Hebrews 13 warning against the love of money, and Jesus’ warning that you can’t 
serve God who is Lord of Creation and New Creation and serve Mammon the god of 
wealth at the same time. So I recommend you choose the one in whom “all the 
fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form” [Jesus] and trust your life to Him. 
 
Advent Conspiracy’s invitation to SPEND LESS is an assist to help us trust God and 
be more like Jesus. It’s a warning call to step back from the selfish ambition and vain conceit 
of Christmas consumption.  
The invitation to SPEND LESS at Christmas isn’t a punishment or a spiritual “time out.”  
It’s a tool to choke out our worship of Mammon and redirect it back to Jesus, so like Him 
we can ultimately “give more by giving ourselves.  
The invitation to SPEND LESS is a call to slow down. It’s an invitation to Peace of mind 
and heart.  
It’s an invitation to boot Traditions of Men and Mammon out of the front seat and invite 
Jesus back behind the wheel.   
The invitation to SPEND LESS is an invitation to shun the false god of Wealth and 
WORSHIP FULLY the only one deserving of worship.  
[slide]  And it’s a call to remember a “little town” on a “silent night” and a couple with 
next to nothing bearing Emmanuel into the world.  
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Colossians 1 
15    He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation.  
16 For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers 
or authorities — all things have been created through Him and for Him.  17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold 
together.  18 He is also head of the body, the church; and  
He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead,  
so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything.  19 For it was the Father’s good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in 
Him, 20 and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, 
whether things on earth or things in heaven.  
 
  
 


