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Last and Best High Priest – February 18, 2018 
 
[slide] If you’ve missed it so far I want you to see that since the beginning of this letter 
to the Hebrews our author has been pressing the picture of Jesus as the last and 
best High Priest. It comes up first in ch2 when we’re told Jesus had to become “fully 

human in every way” so he could become 2:17 …a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, 

and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. That being so he tells them to fix their 
minds on Jesus as High Priest [ch3]. In ch4 they should, “hold firmly to the faith [they] 

profess.” Because they have this “great high priest…Jesus the Son of God.”  
Remember his readers have had the Good News of Jesus announced to them and they’ve embraced 
Him as Messiah and Son of God. But due to a rise in persecution, they’re thinking of disengaging 
from Jesus and retiring a safe distance into Judaism. Our author is mustering every argument to keep 
them from being “those who turn back and are lost.”   

 
Ch5 assures the readers Jesus didn’t just grab after the title of High Priest to have 
another trophy on his shelf: Messiah, Son of God, Great High Priest. No, our author is saying 
God called Jesus to this role -with an oath, even-  [slide] in psalm 110:4 The LORD has sworn 

and will not change his mind:  “You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.”  He quotes the 
psalm as proof: Heb. 5:6 …“You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.”  And later in 
ch5 he says, because of His obedient submission to the Father, Jesus… Heb. 5:10 …was 

designated by God to be high priest in the order of Melchizedek.  

And ch6 ends with a picture of an anchor set firm and secure in the Holiest place in 
the Temple- the place so sacred only the High Priest entered it- only once a year, with sacrificial 

blood. And we’re told Jesus, has gone into that holy place ahead of us for 6:20 …He has 

become a high priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek. 
 
So our author has repeatedly referred to Jesus as a “High Priest.” And now he’s gone 
a step further dangling this declaration from Psalm 110:4 in front of his readers, which 
in a few words declares three provocative things. [slide] Jesus of Nazareth, -whom they’d 

accepted as Messiah, which is a euphemism for God’s Special King- is a 1. HIGH PRIEST. And 
2. He’s a High Priest FOREVER. And 3. He’s a high priest forever IN THE ORDER OF 
MELCHIZEDEK!!  
 
These three things are provocative because by any understanding of the Hebrew 
priesthood [slide] they are all contrary to Jewish law. We’ll get to the Mysterious 
Mister Melchizedek shortly, but to clarify what I’m saying we need to take a little time 
for a refresher course on Israel’s Priesthood. 
 
[slide]  Remember the Tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting, the portable center of worship for 

Israel’s Promised Land Tour. Amongst all the instructions for it’s shape and size and 
construction it’s clear that someone’s going to be needed to maintain the oil lamps and 
fire up the altar and offer up the daily sacrifices- let alone keeping wood chopped, water 

gathered and tent pegs pounded. So God commands Moses:  [slide]  Ex 28:1 “Have Aaron 
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your brother brought to you from among the Israelites, along with his sons Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and 

Ithamar, so they may serve me as priests.    
 
And while Aaron and all his sons are priests, Aaron is appointed as the first High 
Priest with a special anointing and high priestly garments. So Aaron and his descendants –

part of the tribe of Levi- were given the perpetual [Ex29:9] responsibility for Israel’s Priesthood.   
 
[slide]  So by God’s appointment, ONLY someone from Aaron’s family line, within 
the tribe of Levi could be a Priest of Yahweh. When the High Priest died, his 
position was typically passed on to his son. At Aaron’s death in Num 20: Moses goes up a 

mountain with Aaron, and Aaron’s son Eleazar. Moses removes the high priestly garments from 
Aaron and puts them on Eleazar, indicating the transfer of High Priesthood.  
And so each High Priest served until his death and then another –typically a son- took 
his place. The son continued the High Priestly work until his death when his son took over and so 
on and so forth from the time of Moses all the way to the time of our Hebrews. 

 
And consider this: every priest had to have proper genealogical records verifying his 
place in the tribe of Levi and as a descendant of Aaron. No genealogy, no parentage, 
or birth record: NO priesthood.  Some former priests ran afoul of this when they 
returned from exile. Ezra 2 and Nehemia 7 give a list of names and then both say: 
These searched among their ancestral registration, but they could not be located;  therefore they were 

considered unclean and excluded from the priesthood. No verified connection to Aaron, NO priesthood. 
 
You could probably still be a Levite, though. [slide]   The rest of the tribe of Levi was 
also given a special appointment by God. Their appointment was to the service, 
maintenance and transport of the Tabernacle [Num. 1 & 18]. No one from any other 
tribe of Israel was allowed to serve as a Priest or Levite by God’s Law. These 
appointments and responsibilities belonged solely to Aaron’s sons and the tribe of Levi.  
 
Because of their appointments God ordained that the rest of Israel would 
financially support the Priests and Levites. This released them to serve. God says:  
[slide]  Num. 18:21 “I give to the Levites all the tithes in Israel as their inheritance in return for the work they 

do while serving at the Tent of Meeting.  [No land for Levites.]  A few verses later God instructs the 
Levites to give a tenth of all they receive to the Priests for their financial support. By the 

first century there’s evidence the Priests are administrating the tithe [7:5].  
 

And one last item of importance to ancient Jews: [slide] The roles of King and Priest 
were kept utterly separate.  
There are a couple of exceptions: Once David [2Sam 24] is told by God to offer a particular 

sacrifice. And Solomon [1Kings 8] joins in offering sacrifices at the dedication of the temple he built 

for God, but never again. The big negative example is Israel’s first King [1Sam13]. Saul 
decided the prophet, Samuel, was taking too long, so Saul stepped into the priest’s 
role and offered the sacrifices. God’s response: “That was a foolish thing to do,”… “You have not 
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obeyed the command the LORD your God gave you. If you had obeyed, he would have let you and your 

descendants rule over Israel forever.  14 But now your rule will not continue.  
While it wasn’t unusual for pagan nations to have Priest/Kings, for the Jews: Kings 
came from Judah and Priests from Levi and “ne’re the twain shall meet. 

 
[slide] So the average first-century Jew would likely argue Jesus can’t be a High 
Priest because: [slide]  1. Jesus’ ancestry is not registered to the tribe of Levi, let 
alone as a descendant of Aaron. It is clear Jesus was descended from Judah via his 
father Joseph and his Mother Mary. 
[slide] 2. Certainly Jesus is King, anointed one, Messiah because He’s from Judah, 
where the Kings come from! Not from Levi, where the priests come from. According to 
the Law our Church and State are absolutely separated: In Israel: kings are not priests 
and priests are not kings.  
[slide] 3. High Priests aren’t high priests FOREVER! High Priests are ordinary men. 
You already said: they are subject to weakness and have to offer sacrifices for themselves let 

alone the rest of us.  They take up the job, offer the sacrifices through their lives and 
when they die they pass the role on to their son, grandson, etc. High Priests don’t last 
forever.  
 
The things you’re trying to tell us about Jesus don’t make sense! How can he be King 
AND Priest? How can he be a priest at all if he’s not related to Aaron? And how can he 
be a priest forever if he can’t be a priest at all? You’re talking nonsense!!  
 
But the answer to all these objections is found in the mysterious Mister Melchizedek, 
and particularly in the reference to him in Psalm 110.  Without the  4th verse of Ps 110 
our author could never have made the point he’s making in Hebrews about Jesus 
being a priest connected to Melchizedek.   
 
[slide]  We read Ps 110 earlier but let’s note a couple things. It’s attributed to King 
David. It was understood in Judaism to be a psalm about the coming Messiah. 
Matthew, Mark and Luke all report Jesus using it’s first verse almost like a riddle to get the people to 

think about his identity. Peter uses it in his first sermon in Acts 2 to prove Jesus is Lord 
and Messiah.  And of course our Hebrews author quotes it in ch1 to show Jesus’ 
superiority to angels. The Jews understood Ps110 to be about the Messiah. The early 
Christians, mostly Jews themselves, agreed and declared that Jesus of Nazareth 
was that special King- the Messiah.  And so, if Ps110 is a Messianic psalm and 
Jesus is that Messiah then v4 -where God swears that God’s special King is also a Priest 

FOREVER in the order of Melchizedek- that had to be about Jesus too.  
 
There’s no way to know how his came about. Maybe our author was reading the psalms, searching 
for greater understanding of the thing God had done in Jesus of Nazareth, while at the same time 
nursing his concern for his Roman congregation and their apparent dis-engagement from Jesus, and 
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whispering a prayer for wisdom, when his eye falls on  Psa. 110:4 The LORD has sworn and will not 

change his mind:  “You are a priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.”  

 
[slide]  Melchizedek is a mysterious name he knows from the story of Abraham which 
is in the first scroll of the Pentateuch . And so he sets the Psalms aside and reaches 
for the Septuagint scroll named “YEN-ehsee” [Genesi] –which we call Genesis- finds the 
story of Abram and begins to read about Melchizedek. [slide]   
Gen. 14:17  After Abram returned from defeating Kedorlaomer and the kings allied with him, the king of 

Sodom came out to meet him in the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King’s Valley).  18  Then Melchizedek king 

of Salem brought out bread and wine. He was priest of God Most High, 19 and he blessed Abram, saying, 

“Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth. 20  And blessed be God Most High,   who 

delivered your enemies into your hand.”  Then Abram gave him a tenth of everything. 

 

That is everything we know about him. His only other mention is Psalm 110. Despite 

that a lot of Jewish Philosophers and Rabbi’s spent a lot of ink and papyrus on Melchizedek probably 
because he’s a mysterious, open-ended character to whom the Patriarch, Abram submitted himself. 

So let’s make a list of what we can know about him from his cameo appearance in 
Abram’s story.  [slide]   
His name is Melchizedek. Melech is King and zedek is righteous. Ancient writers note meaning.  

He is the King of Salem. Salem: an early name for Jerusalem. It is related to the word Shalom.  

He brought out bread and wine. He fed them a meal, which is an act of peacemaking. Many 
have worked hard to connect to the Lord’s Supper. Take note our author does nothing of the sort.   
He is priest of El Elyon God Most High is the general name for the chief god of the Cannanites.  

The important thing here is that Mel is both a priest and a king. He held both offices. 

Melchizedek’s God Most High is the Creator of Heaven and earth. El is a generic 

word like our own word god. It’s used by the Jews in writing about God: Elohim or El Shaddai And in 
names of God’s people: Daniel, Ezekiel, Emmanuel. OT writers make do call Yahweh El Elyon.  
Melchizedek blessed Abraham the Patriarch of Israel. And Abraham received the 
blessing. As our text says “Without doubt the lesser is blessed by the greater. So Abe accepted the 
blessing of God Most High from Melchizedek and acknowledged Melchizedek was greater than he.  

Melchizedek blessed God Most High for assisting Abram to victory in battle. And… 
Melchizedek received a tithe of all the plunder from Abram. Again, this shows 

Abraham’s submission to Melchizedek the Priest who is King of Peace and King of righteousness.  

 
That’s everything we know about Melchizedek from the scripture. Nothing else. We 
don’t know anything about his birth, or who his mother was. He’s not Melchizedek 
ben David or Ben Richard. The text gives us NO genealogical information for 
Melchizedek at all. And very important to our text: there is no mention of his death.  
Arguments from silence were a common tool in Jewish philosophy and teaching and silences could 
be extrapolated for a lot of meaning: [Philo Sara-no mother-created]. Basically if the scripture didn’t 
mention it, it didn’t exist. Thus our author’s opportunity to say Melchizedek remains a priest forever.  
 

So thinkers got awfully creative with Melchizedek: Philo concluded he was the 
embodiment of The Logos with God for a father and Wisdom for a mother. The 
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Essenes of Qumran thought him an archangel of some sort. Many Christians make claims 

that Melchizedek was a pre-existent figure of Christ.   

Our author doesn’t do any of that,… so probably we shouldn’t either.  
 
[slide]  Our author’s point in quoting Psalm 110 over and over is to declare the old 
Levitical priesthood is done. And the new, last, and best priesthood has begun.   
And it will never end because it’s based on God’s oath and Jesus’ indestructible Life. 
Look at how the chapter ends: [slide]   7:28 For the law appoints as high priests men in all their 

weakness; but the oath, which came after the law, appointed the Son, who has been made perfect forever. 
That scripture, right there, declares that the Oath sworn by God in Psalm 110:4 

supersedes all the Law’s priestly requirements.  
 
[slide]   The Law required priests to be descendants of Aaron and to have the 
genealogy to prove it. [slide]    But by God’s oath “that regulation is set aside because it 

was weak and useless…” so Jesus Christ, Son of David of the tribe of Judah is 
unquestionably a Priest forever in the order of Melchizedek.  
 
[slide]   The Law required that only priests make sacrifices and no King could be a 
Priest. But by God’s oath [slide]   Jesus, the Messiah, God’s special King, is a priest 
in the order of Melchizedek who was both Priest and King. 
 
[slide]   The Law required weak men to be appointed as Priests and when they died to 
pass their position and responsibility to another weak man to continue until his death 
and so on, and so on, ad infinitum. [slide]    But by God’s oath and on the basis of the 
power of His indestructible life Jesus is a Priest FOREVER in the order of Melchizedek 
. 25 Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to 

intercede for them. 

 
Even with this exceptional argument on the part of our author it would be very hard for 
these life-long Jews to decide they didn’t need [slide]  the Temple or  [slide]  the 
Priesthood or   [slide]  the sacrifices. It’s all they’ve known and it’s familiar and safer 
than following Jesus. They may just want the thing that they want. Even though the 
other thing is way, way better.  Rebekah shared this with me this week. I think it just fits. 

 
Single Black Female seeks male companionship. Age and ethnicity unimportant. I’m a young, fit, 
good looking girl who loves to play. I love long walks in the woods; riding in a pickup truck, hunting, 
camping, fishing trips. I love cozy winter nights spent in front of the fire. Candlelight dinners will have 
me eating out of your hand. Rub me the right way and watch me respond. I’ll be at the front door 
when you get home from work wearing only what nature gave me. Kiss me and I’m yours.  Call the 
number below and ask for Daisy. As the story goes, the number was the Humane Society and 

Daisy was an eight week old black Lab. [slide]  In two days 643 gentlemen respond to Daisy’s online 

profile.  

 



 6 

Sometimes the thing we want is NOT the thing we really need.  
They didn’t think they needed a dog- but they did…deep down.  
You may not think you need a King, but you do.  
You need THE King of righteousness and Peace.  
You may not think you need a Priest, but you do.   
You need THE Priest who “27…sacrificed for our sins once for all when He offered Himself.” 

 
[slide]   
The old hope was good but the new hope by which we draw near to God is better 
The old covenant was good but the new covenant guaranteed by Jesus is better 
The old priesthood was good but the new one with Jesus  
as the last and best High Priest is inestimably better. 
 
Lots more to say on this. But this is where we stop for today and say: Amen.  
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6:20b …[Jesus] has become a high priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.  
 
This Melchizedek was king of Salem and priest of God Most High. He met Abraham returning from 
the defeat of the kings and blessed him, 2 and Abraham gave him a tenth of everything. First, the 
name Melchizedek means “king of righteousness”; then also, “king of Salem” means “king of 
peace.” 3 Without father or mother, without genealogy, without beginning of days or end of life, 
resembling the Son of God, he remains a priest forever. 
 
4 Just think how great he was: Even the patriarch Abraham gave him a tenth of the plunder! 5 Now 
the law requires the descendants of Levi who become priests to collect a tenth from the people—that 
is, from their fellow Israelites—even though they also are descended from Abraham. 6 This man, 
however, did not trace his descent from Levi, yet he collected a tenth from Abraham and blessed him 
who had the promises. 7 And without doubt the lesser is blessed by the greater. 8 In the one case, 
the tenth is collected by people who die; but in the other case, by him who is declared to be 
living. 9 One might even say that Levi, who collects the tenth, paid the tenth through 
Abraham, 10 because when Melchizedek met Abraham, Levi was still in the body of his ancestor. 
 
11 If perfection could have been attained through the Levitical priesthood—and indeed the law given 
to the people established that priesthood—why was there still need for another priest to come, one in 
the order of Melchizedek, not in the order of Aaron? 12 For when the priesthood is changed, the law 
must be changed also. 13 He of whom these things are said belonged to a different tribe, and no one 
from that tribe has ever served at the altar. 14 For it is clear that our Lord descended from Judah, and 
in regard to that tribe Moses said nothing about priests. 15 And what we have said is even more clear 
if another priest like Melchizedek appears, 16 one who has become a priest not on the basis of a 
regulation as to his ancestry but on the basis of the power of an indestructible life.  
 
17 For it is declared:  “You are a priest forever,  in the order of Melchizedek.”  
18 The former regulation is set aside because it was weak and useless 19 (for the law made nothing 
perfect), and a better hope is introduced, by which we draw near to God. 
 
20 And it was not without an oath! Others became priests without any oath, 21 but he became a 
priest with an oath when God said to him: 
“The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind: ‘You are a priest forever.’” 
22 Because of this oath, Jesus has become the guarantor of a better covenant. 
 
23 Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevented them from continuing in 
office; 24 but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. 25 Therefore he is able to 
save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them. 
 
26 Such a high priest truly meets our need—one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from 
sinners, exalted above the heavens. 27 Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer 
sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed for 
their sins once for all when he offered himself. 28 For the law appoints as high priests men in all their 
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weakness; but the oath, which came after the law, appointed the Son, who has been made 
perfect forever. 

   

 


