2.18.2024  Mutual Submission: Parent and Child 
As we begin this morning, considering Eph 6:1-4 I feel like it is impossible to give you a sense of what a radical thing these words of Paul really were. Last week, I quoted you Quaker Bible Scholar William Barclay saying:  “It is impossible to exaggerate the cleansing effect that Christianity had on ordinary everyday home life in the ancient world.” 
Last week I tried to paint a picture of how life was for  Greek, Roman & Jewish women in ancient days. They were basically possessions, with few legal rights. Men kept the power of life and death. Women were tools to accomplish the will of the Master. They held no value in themselves as individuals. Then Jesus begins his ministry  and elevates women to a place of equality by assuming they can process his Kingdom teachings as well as any man. He lets them challenge Him and support Him. He acknowledges them at the cross and calls them to announce his resurrection. 
Mary: I have seen the Lord! 
But today we’re all about the children and parents. Now to us the idea that “Children are precious” is like saying “Water’s wet.” It’s an obvious fact. We’ve always known it so. But prior to Jesus’ example and teaching no one thought children had any value of themselves. But this changed because of Jesus actions and teachings as embraced by the Church.  Paul continues his household instruction saying:
Eph. 6:1   Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 HONOR YOUR FATHER AND MOTHER (which is the first commandment with a promise), 3 SO THAT IT MAY TURN OUT WELL FOR YOU, AND THAT YOU MAY LIVE LONG ON THE EARTH. 4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.
And similarly, he told the Colossian Churches: 
Col. 3:20  Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 
Col. 3:21 Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged. 
Until they grew up to continue the family name, learn the family business, or provide support to aging parents, Children were not valued in 1st century society. 
The babe placed at the Roman father’s feet held little immediate value. The Roman custom of Patrias Potestas (absolute power of the father) began at the birth of the child lasting till the father’s death. Legally he could punish as he liked, work them as he liked, sell them as slaves, or condemn them to death and personally execute them. It was socially acceptable for Roman Fathers to “throw out” a child.  There is a letter dated 1BC in which a husband writes to his wife, who is near to giving birth: “…if it is a boy let it live; if it is a girl, throw it out.” One might leave it to die of exposure or drop it off at the Roman Forum to be picked up to be raised as a slave, gladiator, or prostitute. [Christians saved some.]  Just like first century men didn’t know how to love their wives neither did they know how to love their children or even that they should.  
Then along comes Jesus.  He, the image of the invisible God, made it clear through his words and actions that God values children. Jesus healed many children and raised some from the dead. He used a child to teach the disciples that greatness is found in service. He accepted a boy’s fish and loaves to feed a hungry crowd. He accepted & defended the wild shouts of children’s praise “Hosanna to the Son of David!”  Rabbi’s generally refused to have anything to do with children- it was beneath them. 

In opposition, Jesus, refused to be separated from the children. Instead…  Mark 10:16  …he took the children in his arms, put his hands on them and blessed them.  And he promises there are severe consequences for anyone who causes these little ones to stumble. [Mat 18:6, Mk 9:42, Lk 17:2] He even says specifically: Matt. 18:10  “See that you do not look down on one of these little ones; for I say to you that their angels in heaven continually see the face of My Father who is in heaven.
Remember, letters like Ephesians would be read aloud to gathered congregations.  Paul expects that children will be present in the worship gathering where the letter will be read.  And Paul assumes that the children will be able to listen, understand, and do the teachings of Jesus as well as any adult. So Paul speaks directly to the children- including them and their parents in this general call to Mutual Submission. In this he puts emphasis on their value to the Kingdom of God, just as they are. 
Since it appears that God considers children important in themselves, those of us entrusted with the care of children or grandchildren should be alert to God’s demands. Considering the scripture and, in particular, Eph. 6:1-4, I see three things God expects of parents & grandparents regarding kids.

Loving Consistent Discipline  Eph. 6:4   Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.
Col. 3:21 Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged. 

Prov. 23:13 Do not withhold discipline from a child; if you punish him with the rod, he will not die. 
This discipline is loving because it is discipline not for the parents sake but for the child’s wellbeing.  P 22:15 Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline will drive it far from him. Prov. 29:15 The rod of correction imparts wisdom, but a child left to himself disgraces his mother. 
[Some of you hearing these verses may say, in shock: that’s terrible! And some: “Now that’s what I want to hear!” 

I will offer that I used a wooden spoon on our kids a couple times and I regret it to this very day.] 
So let’s read these verses to say: the “rod” is discipline or correction itself -rather than a stick. The important bits are: Folly is bound up in the heart of a child and a child left to himself disgraces his mother. Every child needs an appropriate level of discipline and correction. 
I don’t know that every newborn is marred by original sin but I am certain that every little human will have an original sin very early in his or her life.  Our Fallen nature means there is a rebelliousness, a selfish laziness, a foolishness that exists in us and needs to be brought under control in our youth or it will cause problems in adulthood.
In 1Sam 2-3  Eli the Priest takes the boy Samuel into his house to serve in the tabernacle. Samuel is faithful to God. Eli’s birth sons are not. For them, the priesthood is a means to feed their appetites: sex, wealth, the best food. God holds them responsible. And He also judges Eli for being unwilling to discipline them.  1Sam.3:13 For I told him that I would judge his family forever because of the sin he knew about; his sons made themselves contemptible, and he failed to restrain them.
As parents God expects us to lovingly set parameters and apply consequences to behavior because -out of love- we know certain behaviors need to be curbed and others encouraged for the child’s well-being. God the Father is our example in this. 
Hebrews 12 says God, like a Father, disciplines us for our own well-being. Heb 12:5-6 "My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 6 because the Lord disciplines those he loves… It goes on to say… (Heb 12:10-11) that: “…God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness.” And “…it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.” Disicipline is loving when it’s for the good of the one disciplined. 
This discipline is also loving because it takes into consideration the heart & mind of the child.  Eph. 6:4   Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger,
Col. 3:21 Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged. 
Here we’re talking about a mixture of frustration and anger that arises out of impossible expectations. Then the result is despair and discouragement. 
“Why even bother to meet my folks expectations when I know I never can. I’m never good enough.”  God demands that – in loving discipline- the feelings of the child be considered.  

Paul’s message for parents and grandparents is: Do not nag, do not harass, do not make unreasonable demands of your children or Grandchildren. 

(This is submission of parental power to the child)
Prov 22:6 famously says: Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it. The meaning is “according to the child’s way” -his bent, her nature, his way of walking through life. Every child is different.  And God’s task for parents/grandparents is to find a way to communicate his ways to each child in a way that makes sense to each. 
[This takes time and attentiveness- which is the giving up of self for the sake of the other.]
This discipline is Consistent because God expects it will flow from your own devotion to God. Deut. 11 calls parents to teach God’s expectations to their children. But first it says: Deut 11: 18"You shall therefore impress these words of mine on your heart and on your soul; and you shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontals on your forehead.  
If we, as parents, do not know the will of God from the written word then it cannot flow consistently from you to your children. You have to know and love God’s word yourself, before you can naturally and believably teach it to your children (19) …when you sit in your house and when you walk along the road and when you lie down and when you rise up”  
The vast majority of kids learning is relational- learning from example. Every moment is a teaching moment because kids are always watching.  A mother was driving round town with her 2 year old boy in the car seat. She had to stop suddenly. And as she released the brake she was surprised to hear from the carseat behind her “Tupid Durk!” Now where did he learn that? 
If we tell our children God says don’t lie 

they had best see us be honest in all areas of our life.
If we tell our grandchildren “It is better to give than to receive” 
then they need to see us being generous.
If we tell our children “do not forsake the gathering of the saints” then we had best gather regularly with the saints. 
If we want our grandchildren to love God, their neighbor, and themselves then they have to see it throughout the ordinary moments of our living. 
This is all part of Loving Consistent Discipline, Along with LCD we have…

Natural Persistent Instruction  Eph. 6:4Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.
Psalm 78:4 We will not conceal them (God’s works) from their children, But tell to the generation to come” the praises of the LORD, And His strength and His wondrous works that He has done.

IN Deut. 6 God’s law is being presented to the people before they enter into the promised land. But before the presentation gets too far an important expectation is laid out. … 6 These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts.   7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates.
These are all Hebrew figures of speech that poetically mean: all the time, the totality of life. The Instruction is persistent because the parents know that every moment is a teaching moment.Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up
The instruction is natural because it flows easily from the parents personal everyday knowledge of God. … 6 These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. 
It is God’s expectation  that parents and grandparents will look for creative ways to talk about their own life with God- the God stories of their lives- in front of their children.  It is God’s plan for parents and grandparents to spend their lives teaching their children about who God is and their relationship to Him.  Some examples of what I mean…

Many of you remember the Shriners- Paul and Jess. Paul was PT’s Young Life Leader and he and Jess did excellent work among PT teens. Sometimes they would go to the PTHS campus, after hours and pray for kids they were working with and the whole school. 

They would take their little boys with them, to the point that Eli -their oldest, would ask, “Daddy, can we go pray?” Meaning can we go take a walk at the school. 
That is natural persistent instruction. 
We never did family devotion time.  But We read to the kids a lot and some of our favorites (aside from sneetches and Go dog go!) were Bible story books. We were constantly rehearsing with the kids stories about Jesus and about Jonah and David and emphasizing their importance.
We looked at the natural world around us and saw God’s presence.  Whether a frog or a hawk or an amazing insect we stopped and got excited and called the kids around to see, always giving God thanks and honor for this wonderful thing- [Nature TV shows too.]
At night we prayed with the kids. Among other things we prayed that when the time was right that they would ask Jesus to come into their lives. (Don’t know where we got that). But that was natural persistent instruction and it prepared their minds to think about following Jesus- when ready.

We TRIED [often failing] to remember that every moment was a sacrament before God- a fleeting, once in a lifetime teaching opportunity for Natural Persistent Instruction.
Finally, with Loving Consistent Discipline and Natural Persistent Instruction there is…
Determined Selfless Affection [Agape] 
Eph. 2:4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our wrongdoings, made us alive together with Christ
Eph. 5:1 Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children
Eph. 5:2 walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, 
Our Heavenly Father is continuously engaged in loving us. He names us  children of God 1John 3:1 See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called children of God; and such we are…
Because of His love our Father is constantly thinking about our well-being.  
Psalm 139:17How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God! How vast is the sum of them! 18 If I should count them, they would outnumber the sand. 
And he does so regardless of our response to him  Matt 5:45b… He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous

Rom 5:8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
No matter how many times we take our inheritance and waste it and come back poor, dirty and smelling of pigs, when he sees us coming, He still throws open the door shouts our name and runs after us. 

God does not allow fear, anger, or embarrassment to wall Him off from His children. He invites us to imitate his unstoppable love for the benefit of our children and grandchildren. Just like God, we should never stop showing the children in our lives how much we love them because God’s agape-love is unstoppable.  
Rom 8: 38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Eph. 5:1 Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children. Beloved children like to imitate their Parents. God loves us unflinchingly, unreservedly and invites us parents to imitate his love in the way we love our children with determined selfless affection. 

So parents and grandparents God has great expectations for us in regard to our children and grandchildren. 
He calls them to submit to the teaching of the parents and he calls 

the parents to submit themselves to the needs of the child- Mutual submission. 
He gives us the responsibility of applying Loving Consistent Discipline.

He entrusts their understanding of God’s world to us 

through Natural Persistent Instruction. 
And He invites us to love our kids and grandkids 

the way he loves us via Determined Selfless Affection.   
Amen.
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