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A Servant with a Secret for Circulation – February 24, 2019 
 
[ slide ]  Some weeks ago [3maybe?]Paul showed the Cols [1:21-23] just where they 
were on the map of salvation history- formerly “alienated from God,” now reconciled to God, yet 

to be presented by Jesus to God, the Father, “faultless to stand before the throne.”  
And then Paul talks about his life with and for Jesus as an example for them to follow.  
 
Relatively recently our thrill-seeking culture has decided that regular sports are too tame- we need 

extreme sports. It’s not enough to run a marathon. So we have [ slide ] ultra-marathons at 

distances of 50 or even 1000 miles-run over mountainous trails for multiple days. We have base 

jumping, and mountain boarding [skateboards built for going down steep mountain trails], [ slide ]   
Parkour [The French Martial Art of running away with style] [ slide ] Ice climbing,  [ slide ]   
bungee jumping, the ever popular cliff diving and [ slide ] Ice Cross Downhill [A skating race on 

an icy, twisting, downhill course] –just to name a few. Only some nutcase thrillseeker would do 
stuff like that!  
 
Similarly, some might have the same reaction to Paul’s description of his faith and 
practice. [ slide ]  Those who prefer their faith routine, normal, “safe,” might see Paul’s 
dedication to King Jesus as some sort of “Extreme Christianity” – in which Paul would 

offer the disclaimer, as he’s carted off to prison for his faith: [ slide ] “Kids, don’t try this at 
home.” But it’s not like that. Paul does expect you to “try this at home.”  
He shares his own experiences to be an example of how we as Jesus’ people ought to 
live out our allegiance to Jesus [ slide ] Phil. 4:9 Whatever you have learned or received or heard 

from me, or seen in me—put it into practice.   
 
Paul’s specific calling is certainly different from yours. But Paul’s expectation [And Gods’] 
is that the level of your active, singleminded, dedication to King Jesus and the 
Kingdom of God will mirror his own, which is mirroring the example set by [slide ]  
Jesus: 1Cor. 11:1 Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ. Writing off Paul’s faith-
example as “extreme” is a mistake. We’re to imitate his dedication to King Jesus. 
 
Three weeks ago we focused on v24 [slide ] and Paul’s example in being willing to 
suffer for the sake of the Body of Christ and his ability to “rejoice” in his suffering 
because it depletes some amount of suffering of the church, it indicates this present 
evil age is passing away, and it marks us as servants of Christ because Suffering is 

exemplary of Servant-hood. Paul offers himself as an example of how to Suffer for the Body.   

But there’s more to Paul’s example:   
 
Just like Paul you [slide ] too are a Servant with a Secret for Circulation    
[slide ]  
I. You’re a Servant 
25  Of this church I  was made a minister [servant] according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me for 

your benefit, so that I might  fully carry out the preaching of the word of God,  
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[slide ]  
 

25 Whereof I am made a servant, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you to fulfill 

the word of God. [AV] 

25 I have become its servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of God in its 

fullness— [NIV] 

 

[slide ]  It’s always seemed to me that American Evangelists tend to play down the 
important point that when you give your allegiance to Jesus you are committing all of 
yourself to being his servant.  American evangelism –just like American Marketing- 

tends to be focused on what you get out of this relationship to Jesus rather than on 
what your Lord expects from you. To me talking up forgiveness, eternal life, and joy, 
and peace and Heaven but NOT mentioning, stuff like “dying to yourself,” loving your 

enemies, bearing with one another, and understanding that the King could, at any time, say to you: 
“sell everything you own and give it to the poor,”  is good old American salesmanship but I’m 
afraid it may be bad evangelism. [Skip = worst evangelist] 
 
When we choose to become Christians we are agreeing to become servants of the   
[slide ] Lord Jesus. In receiving the free gift of salvation He offers, we are 
uncompromisingly aligning ourselves with His intentions; intentionally giving ourselves 
to His work of reconciling the world. In this period between the resurrection and His 
return we’re signed up to be participants- not spectators- no exemptions. 
 
In v25 Paul calls himself a servant. He calls Epaphras and Tychicus the same. He 
tells the fractious Corinthians to think of the notable preacher, Apollos, and himself as 
“servants” [1Cor 3:5]. [slide ] He says: 1Cor. 4:1 … regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ 

and stewards of the mysteries of God. Later in that passage he says the point of his talking 
about Apollos and himself is to show them that every follower of Jesus is equally called 
to uncompromising service of the King. You are saved to be servants. 
 
And we are servants in the household of God [slide ]  “…by the commission God gave,” 
or “…according to the dispensation of God,”  or “…according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me.”  
The Greek for “commission” or “stewardship” [oikonomia—economy] is about the “orderly 
work of a household or business ” [Wall]. In another def. it’s the management, oversight, 
administration, of other's property 

Paul sees his work, and ours, as being stewards of the household of God. Like 
Joseph in Potiphar’s household- or some of the stories Jesus told about a man going 
away and leaving his house to the stewardship of a certain slave.  [slide ]   
Lk 12:42 And the Lord said, “ Who then is the faithful and sensible steward, whom his master will put in 

charge of his servants, to give them their rations at the proper time? 43 “Blessed is that slave whom his master 

finds so doing when he comes. 44 “Truly I say to you that he will put him in charge of all his possessions… 

A few verses later [slide ]  Jesus says: 47 “And that slave who knew his master’s will and did not 

get ready or act in accord with his will, will receive many lashes, 
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My point: the faithful slave will be actively engaged in the stewardship appointed by 
God.  We are saved to be servants. 
And one more thing on this:  [slide ]   
25…I was made a [servant] according to the stewardship from God bestowed on me for your benefit…  

Paul understands his role as God’s servant is unquestionably for the benefit of others. 
This is obvious in the Gospel. It’s in the parable I just read you- the slave appointed as steward 

is to see to the care and feeding of the other servants. Peter’s first letter [slide ]  says this: 1Pet. 

4:10 As each one has received a gift, employ it in serving one another as good  stewards of the manifold grace 

of God. 
 
My dears, Just as Paul is a servant of God and a steward of God’s household so is 
everyone who calls Jesus Lord. There are no openings for wallflowers among the Disciples of 

Christ. Everyone is to join the dance. Like Paul you’re a servant, a steward over the 
household of God for the benefit of others.  
[slide ]   
II. You’re a Servant with a Secret 
25 …so that I might fully carry out …the word of God, 26 … the mystery which has been hidden from the 

past ages and generations, but has now been manifested to His saints, 27 to whom God willed to make known 

what is  the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is  Christ in you, the  hope of glory.  

 
The “word of God” is a mysterious phrase. It might mean OT Prophecy, or the 
preaching of a Gospel message, the scripture as the written word of God, or even 
Jesus, himself, the living word of God. In Colossians alone Paul writes about the 
“Word of God” [slide ] in a variety of ways:   
The Word- 4:3- “the Mystery of Christ” requiring God to open a door for it to be spoken. 

The Word of Christ- 3:16- something we should allow to dwell in us richly. 
The Word of God- 1:25- describing it as a mystery hidden from past ages and generations.  
And first, and maybe foremost for Paul 1:5 mentions The Word of Truth, the gospel 6 

which has come to you, just as in all the world also it is constantly bearing fruit and increasing, even as it has 

been doing in you … 
 
For Paul the “Word of God” is the power of New Creation set loose on the world 
through Jesus’ death [slide ] and resurrection. 1Cor. 1:18 For the word of the cross is 

foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
1Th. 1:5 for our gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit… 

Rom. 1:16   For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation… 

But, through the ages and generations, instead of being shouted from rooftops, this 
Power of God for the salvation of the world [Word of God/Gospel/Mystery] was secreted 
away. God played his cards close to the chest. Sure there were some clues to the mystery of 

New Creation along the way. 
[slide ] 
The Mystery of this Word of God was hinted at by holy people of God. But THEY were 
only allowed a glimpse of its power. “A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse,” “…a virgin will 

conceive,” “The Spirit of the LORD will rest on Him,”  His name will be Emmanuel,” “…he’ll be pierced 
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through for  our transgressions,”  “I will also make You a light of the nations So that My salvation may reach 

to the  end of the earth.”  “I will pour forth of My spirit on all mankind…” “And it shall be that everyone who 

calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
And THAT, my gentile friends, was the biggest part of the Secret hidden away within 
Messiah. 
[slide ]  “And it shall be that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
 
The Rabbi’s expected Messiah to save the Hebrews and elevate Israel above all her 
gentile, pagan persecutors. But Thanks be to God, His secret ambition was always to 
save all of creation- including all humankind so that EVERYONE WHO CALLS ON 
THE NAME OF THE LORD WOULD BE SAVED. 
This was the mystery of the Word of God: that through the death and resurrection of 
the Jewish Messiah everyone could be saved. And this mystery was unveiled as 
gentiles- like you and me- began accepting Jesus as Lord. 
 
Now remember: the crisis in Colossae is that our gentile converts think they need to be 
more Jewish to be saved. They’ve been embellishing their faith with obedience to 
various parts of the Torah 
But none of that is necessary because the glorious riches of the Mystery of New 
Creation have already come true inside them.  
The Secret is out. The mystery is revealed!! The Power of the Word of God has been 
unveiled within their lives and ours. Jesus, the Lord of New Creation, has not only 
saved these formerly-pagan gentiles but King Jesus, himself, LIVES within them just 
as He lives within his Jewish disciples.  
 
We are ALL renewed in the image of [slide ]  Jesus such that 11 … there is no distinction 

between Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised,  barbarian, Scythian,  slave and freeman, but  Christ is 

all, and in all [3:11].  Though it was a secret, it was ALWAYS God’s intention for King 
Jesus to live in us whether Jew or Gentile. And His presence in us assures us of the 
hope of glory [presented before God 1:22, revealed with Christ in Glory 3:4]  
[slide ]   
The new-creation power of the Word of God has renewed us such that King Jesus 
lives within; assuring us that his glory will be ours. We are servants with a secret: Christ 

in you the hope of glory.  
 
And you are a servant of God’s household- a steward of this gloriously revealed mystery, which is no 

longer intended to be kept secret. The secret is out.  And so, just like Paul,…  [slide ]   
III. You’re a Servant with a Secret for circulation 
28 We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may present 

every man complete in Christ.  29 For this purpose also I labor, striving according to His  power, which  

mightily works within me. 
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Notice that the centerpiece of this “mystery unveiled” is not an idea, or philosophy or 
even a holy book. It is a person: King Jesus. Just a few verses into ch2 Paul says he 
wants the Cols [slide ]  to have  2…a  true knowledge of  God’s mystery, that is, Christ Himself, 3 in 

whom are hidden all  the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 
“We proclaim Him” Paul says. That’s as it should be. Unfortunately our fallen nature leads 

us to proclaim other things beside Him: our brand of theology, our political leanings, our denomination, 
our service projects- and in a society devoted to “branding,” our church.  
[Margaret Worley: our church is better than yours- simultaneously heart-warming and embarrassing]. 

Paul’s example for us is: “we proclaim him.” 
 
The reason we’re here this morning is Him. The hymns and songs we sung are all 
about Him. When we pray this morning, we are praying to Him. Our service at the 
shelter in a couple of weeks is because He loves every one of those men and women 
and WE are His hands and feet.  
And so we unapologetically and enthusiastically proclaim Him: Jesus Christ -King Jesus- 
who is both “seated at the right hand of God” [3:1]- Lord of Creation and “…in you, the hope of 

glory” [1:27]- Lord of New Creation. 
 
Back a few verses [slide ]  Paul told us Jesus had reconciled us 22…in order to present you 

before Him  holy and blameless and beyond reproach- In preparation it appears to be Paul’s goal to 
28… present every man complete in Christ. 

 
The process Paul uses for this is a blend of admonishing everyone and teaching 
everyone.  Throughout this letter Paul emphasizes the instruction and teaching in 
the Gospel the Cols received from Epaphras.  
The Greek translated: “Admonishing” means: setting someone’s mind into proper order. 
Which implies there is disorder in that mind that needs fixing. It’s a warning. It’s 
corrective.  
For instance: if one engages in malice or slander or abusive speech [writing] these things are not 
compatible with being a disciple of Jesus- there is disorder that has to be identified and then set into 
proper order. That’s where admonishing comes in. Nobody likes it. But often it is necessary to the 
process of becoming more like Jesus.  

 
And you might say to yourself: [slide ]  Well I’m sure glad I’m not a preacher/teacher 
like Paul or even like Skip. I don’t have to admonish or teach anybody. On the 
contrary: In the middle  [slide ]  of ch3 Paul talking to the Colossian congregation will 
say: 16 Let  the word of  Christ richly dwell within you,  with all wisdom  teaching and admonishing one 

another…. with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs…  Those are the exact Greek words [teaching 

& admonishing] Paul has used to describe his own ministry. YOU are a servant with a 
secret for circulation. In the context of the life God has given you, you have a 
responsibility –just like Paul to  “Proclaim Him” and to “teach and admonish” with the goal of 
presenting everyone complete in Christ.  
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Now that may freak you out. You may think I’m not capable of being that servant or 
circulating that secret. Paul’s example offers an answer to that deflection as well. 
[slide ] 1:29 For this purpose also I labor, striving  according to His  power, which  mightily works within me.    

When I read this I was struck by the audacity of anyone who could say: “God’s power 

works in me mightily.”  It sounds so arrogant and is so easily disputed-  
Paul, you’re just an annoying little rabbi, talking make believe stories about dead men rising and 
you’re in prison for it!! If that’s the way God’s power works, count me out!   

 
And then God’s Spirit reminded me that we  [slide ]  follow a crucified messiah. The 
salvation of the world was sealed and delivered by our Master dying a gruesome death 
on a Roman Cross. And while His resurrection appearances were glorious, they were mostly 

hidden. And after his ascension the gospel would go forward not so much in glorious 
victories [Pentecost] as in hardship, discomfort, persecution, and martyrdom.  Here’s 
Paul mentioning some ministry highlights in 2Cor 11:  [slide ]    
2Cor 11: 25 Three times I was  beaten with rods, once I was  stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, a night and 

a day I have spent in the deep.  26 I have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from 

robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the  Gentiles, dangers in the  city, dangers in the 

wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among  false brethren;  27 I have been in  labor and hardship,  through 

many sleepless nights, in  hunger and thirst, often  without food, in cold and   exposure.    

 
See when Paul mentions “God’s power mightily working in him” he means the power of New 
Creation which flows out into the world through our hardship, suffering, persecution 
and death- just like Jesus.  As he tells [slide ]   the Corinthians: 2Cor. 4:7 …we have this 

treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves;  

And so:  2Cor. 4:16    That is why we never give up. Though our bodies are dying, our spirits are being 

renewed every day.  17 For our present troubles are small and won’t last very long. Yet they produce for us a 

glory that vastly outweighs them and will last forever! 
 
And so, as we read this scripture we are called to take Paul’s example to heart. [slide ]    
As God’s servants we continue to circulate the unveiled secret, the mystery which 
is: Christ in you the Hope of Glory. We continue to proclaim Him through loss, fear, and 
desolation all on the basis of Gods power working through our weakness.  Just like 
Paul you are a servant with a secret for circulation. And, just like Paul, we may 
suffer or die in the process, but even in that, God’s power will still be working in us and 
the Word of God will still be “…constantly bearing fruit and increasing.” 
 
 
 


