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Perfect Forever – February 25, 2018 
 
From last weeks foray into Hebrews 7: [SLIDE] the two things I want you to keep in 
mind are: 1. Because the story of Melchizedek in Genesis never mentions his death by 
the ancient Rabbis interpretive rules for “arguments from silence” “Melchizedek 
remains a priest, forever.”  [SLIDE] And 2. Melchizedek is definitively superior to 
Abraham, so his priesthood is unquestionably superior to Aaron’s Priesthood that 
would come from Abraham’s descendants.  
Melchizedek’s priesthood is superior to Moses’ priesthood and he “remains a 
priest forever.” These are the key pieces of information we want to keep in mind from 
the first two paragraphs of 7. 
 
Last Sunday we had [SLIDE] our annual Games and Goodies Night- for which I made 

peanut butter chocolate chip cookies which were delicious. I’ll bet you’re sorry you weren’t there. We 
had a couple of tables playing games and one table with a puzzle which was a 
picture of two scarlet macaws- lots of colors but there was a big expanse of just red 
space that was the challenging part. [SLIDE]  But stalwarts Butch, Louise and Sue 
hung on to the end and brought the puzzle to completion. And truly it was absolutely 
complete because miraculously all the pieces of the puzzle were present.  
 
I never much liked to do picture puzzles. But every so often Mom and Dad would get 
one out – often something with thousands of tiny pieces that had been in the family for some time. 
Inevitably we’d get down to the end and there would be two or three or five pieces 
missing. So while we completed as much of the picture as possible and could get the 
gist of the picture, it couldn’t ever really be considered “finished” - with Cinderella’s 

foot slipping into the glass slipper missing or the snowy landscape having a hole where it’s little sleigh 
should be or George Washington crossing the Delaware without a head. 

 
It was always frustrating to get down to the last few pieces and realize you had more 
holes in the picture than you had pieces to fill them with. Even though we got all the 
rest together, the thing wasn’t whole - pieces were missing. It was incomplete. The 
puzzle was unquestionably imperfect because pieces were missing from he picture.  
 
[SLIDE]  “Perfection” is a theme that runs throughout the entire book of Hebrews. The 
word “perfect” comes up three times in Hebrews 7-  verses 11, 19, and 28. This is one 
of those places in biblical study where our modern culture does not define the word in 
anything like the way 1st century Hebrew culture did. For us perfection is the sparkling 
precision cut diamond [Mercury Marquis commercial: perfect!]. Someone may have “perfect” 
skin meaning it is without irregularities. We speak of male or female perfection- in 
reference to external beauty. A no-hitter or a shutout in baseball is a “perfect game;” 
as is a score of 300 when bowling. In the Church we think of the absence of sin as 
moral perfection. 



 2 

[SLIDE]  In all these our cultural understanding of perfection is IMPECCABLE, 
WITHOUT FAULT, FLAWLESS.  
But the Hebrew idea of perfection [SLIDE]  is centered round the idea of 
“completeness,” wholeness, being fulfilled, containing everything necessary to 
complete the task. For instance, you and I know every attempt to fix something around the house 

usually includes from start to finish at least 3 trips to the hardware store. [SLIDE]  My toolbox would 

be “perfect” in the Hebrew sense if it contained everything necessary to complete the task- every tool, 
attachment, bit of raw material, finish, etc. At our Rhody bake sale in May you see a lovely apple pie 
in eight delicious slices and think that would be perfect to feed your 8 friends. But when we hand it to 
you it’s only got 7 pieces- you’re going to be unhappy because it’s imperfect because it is incomplete. 

It is not whole. [SLIDE]  It can’t feed eight people so it can’t accomplish the task for which you 

bought it.  So by ancient Hebrew standards it is imperfect. Perfection for our Hebrews is not 
flawlessness. It’s Completeness- having everything necessary to achieve the final 
great purpose.  
 
A first-century Jew would likely think the way to achieve God’s final great purpose is to 
be part of the community focused [SLIDE] on the Temple, the law and the sacrifices 
necessary to keep one righteous before God. The ancients believed God would 
somehow work through the Law, the temple, the priesthood and the ongoing sacrifices 
to bring Israel to perfection and, ultimately, perfection to the wider world.  
But- as Hebrews’ author points out [SLIDE]:  Messianic Psalm 110 messes with that 
idea. Because in it God swears that a new sort of priest was necessary- one who 
would be both Messiah King and forever priest.  
 
[SLIDE] Now remember from ch6: what our Hebrews hope for, the promise they hope 
to inherit, the unchanging nature of God’s purpose is the complete Salvation of the 
Kosmos perfectly fulfilled.  
 
Here take a look at: [SLIDE] 
7:11 If perfection could have been attained through the Levitical priesthood—and indeed the law given to the 

people established that priesthood—why was there still need for another priest to come, one in the order of 

Melchizedek, not in the order of Aaron?  
It’s basically a rhetorical question. To paraphrase it: If the Priesthood of Levi had 
everything necessary to accomplish God’s purpose, why’s God giving us another order 
of Priests, [like He did in Psalm 110:4]?   
 
So our author TAKES FOR GRANTED the fact that the fulfillment of God’s purpose- 
It’s completion [Hebrew Perfection]- is something every follower of Jesus should want; 
And…that the Priesthood of Moses and Levi and even the Law itself couldn’t get 
the job done.  The law was a few pieces short of a completed puzzle.  
The Law was a pie with a piece missing- imperfect and unable to complete the task.  
The learned [& glorified] F.F. Bruce puts it this way: “The Aaronic priesthood was neither designed for 

nor competent to inaugurate the age of fulfillment.”   The law, the sacrifices, the offerings could 
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let imperfect people come a little closer to God and to rejoice in momentary 
forgiveness of sin. But it had NO POWER  to COMPLETE our salvation.  
Sin had us locked up and death held the keys. 

 
Read Romans 7 recently? What I’m saying is all there [SLIDE]: I do what I don’t want 
to do… and then: Rom. 7:22 I love God’s law with all my heart.  23 But there is another power within me 

that is at war with my mind. This power makes me a slave to the sin that is still within me. 

The Levitical Priesthood was good but, like my toolbox, it did not contain everything 
necessary to complete the job of God’s salvation or save me from that “power within 
myself”- Paul’s talking about.  
So the answer to our author’s rhetorical question in v 11 about why we need another 
priest is: Moses’ priesthood was part of an age of preparation.  The Levitical 
priesthood wasn’t intended to last forever because It couldn’t get the job done. 
So we, and the world, needed a “forever priest” like Melchizedek to move us toward an 
age of “fulfillment.”   
 
Now the rest of Heb 7 is a sort of comparison between the old priesthood and the new.  
It’s not particularly systematic so I’m going to break the comparison down for you.   
Here are the differences between Levi’s Priests and Jesus’ priesthood  
according to Heb 7:  
[SLIDE] God called Aaron and his sons to the priesthood via the Law- 7:11. 
God’s call to Jesus [5:5] is reinforced by God’s oath -Ps110- that Messiah would be a 
High Priest.-7:20 
 
[SLIDE] Levitical Priests were called to a temporary Priesthood based on “regulation of 
their ancestry”-Aaron’s descendants could be priests. 7:16 

Jesus is a “priest forever” by the power of an indestructible life.-7:16 
 
[SLIDE] The Levitical Priests were weak men subject to death -7:28 & 23 

Jesus as High Priest is the Son of God who lives forever. -7:24 
 
[SLIDE] The Levitical Priests could never complete God’s salvation -7:27 

Jesus as High Priest saves COMPLETELY because of his indestructible life. -7:25 
 
[SLIDE] The Levitical Priests offered a never-ending stream of sacrifices for the 
peoples’ sin. -7:27 

Jesus as High Priest offers one sacrifice for all: HIMSELF and the work is complete. -
7:27  
 
[SLIDE] The Levitical priests were subject to weakness and had their own sin problem 
to sacrifice for. -7:27 
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Jesus as High Priest is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners and exalted above the 

heavens.-7:26 
 
[SLIDE] The Levitical Priests couldn’t save anyone at all because they lacked any 
ability to save. -7:23 
Jesus, as High Priest and Son of God, contains within himself everything necessary for 
the salvation of the world and so He saves completely -7:28b 
 
All these comments about the incompleteness of the Mosaic Priesthood and the way 
that Jesus actually brings God’s plan to completeness are nicely summed up [SLIDE] 
in v. 18 The former regulation is set aside because it was weak and useless 19 (for the law made nothing 

perfect), and a better hope is introduced, by which we draw near to God. The “former regulation” that’s 
“set aside” is the Law in general and, in particular, the bit describing Aaron’s sons as a part of a 

perpetual priesthood. Our author outright says the Law as “weak and useless.”  And 
then: 19 (for the law made nothing perfect), …  See that? The law perfected nothing.  
That is: The law brought nothing to the point of Fulfillment. The law completed nothing. 
 
The law was as incomplete as one of those puzzles from my youth. It did not 
contain all the pieces necessary to bring about the completion of God’s “unchanging 
purpose” which is, as we said: the salvation of the world and you and me.  And so, 
in regard to our salvation the Law was “weak and useless” and “made nothing perfect.” 
[SLIDE] Sidebar: And you might say: well what was the point of it then. Paul gives us a lovely 

discussion of that very thing in Galatians 3. We won’t take time to look at it this morning. You can 
read it at home since you’re fortunate enough to have a Bible or two at your house. But the gist is: 
The Law of Moses functioned like a tutor or a nanny: Gal 3:24 So the law was put in charge to lead us to 

Christ that we might be justified by faith.  25 Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the supervision 

of the law.    
 
Alright… [SLIDE] so the Law and it’s priesthood are “weak and useless.”  So, as v18 
says “that regulation was set aside” which made room for what v19 calls  “…a better 
hope by which we draw near to God. And not just a better hope than anything ever 
promised by the Levitical priests but also –v22- a BETTER COVENANT- a better 

agreement with God- for which Jesus our King and Priest and God is the guarantor [v22].   
 
And here’s the glorious thing, [SLIDE] so marvelously stated in v 28 For the law appoints as 

high priests men in all their weakness; but the oath, which came after the law, appointed the Son, who has been 

made perfect forever. 

 

The Son has been made PERFECT FOREVER. 
Jesus can bring the Salvation of the world to completion because He is complete- he 
contains everything necessary to fulfill the task. He is perfect forever. 
[SLIDE]  First: He contains a full and complete humanity: 2: 17 For this reason he had to be 

made like them fully human in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in 
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service to God. As High Priest, he understands our weakness because he’s 4:15 …been 

tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin.  And he 2:14… shared in their humanity so that by 

his death he might break the power of him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil, That is, having 
passed through death, he contains the entirety of the human experience.  
 
[SLIDE]  At the same time He is also fully God- containing within himself  the 
complete nature of the Father. He is “the heir of all things,” and the one “through whom God 

made the universe” He is 1:3 …the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his 

being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. He is 26 …. holy, blameless, pure, set apart from 

sinners, exalted above the heavens…  

 
[SLIDE]  He is also Messiah, God’s promised special King. He is the true King of 
Righteousness and the King of Peace, ascended and enthroned at the right hand of 
the Majesty in Heaven forever and ever. 
 
[SLIDE]  And he is our Great High Priest, called by God [5:5], and 5:10 …designated by 

God to be high priest in the order of Melchizedek. Utterly understanding of our weakness, full of 
empathy having been tempted beyond anything we have experienced ourselves. And 
he has ascended to Heaven and entered the inner sanctuary behind the curtain on our 
behalf [6:20]. 7:25 Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he 

always lives to intercede for them. He is holy, blameless, pure [7:26] tempted in every way we 
are but he did not sin. 
 
[SLIDE]  And he is our Sacrifice! He doesn’t need to stand in the temple offering an 
endless parade of sacrifices because 27… He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered 

himself.  Later in Hebrews our author will write: 9:26 … now when all ages of time are nearing the 

end, he has appeared once and for all, to remove sin through the sacrifice of himself.  And later in ch 10:12 

Christ, however, offered one sacrifice for sins, an offering that is effective forever, and then he sat down at the 

right side of God. 

 
All of this taken together [SLIDE] means Jesus is “perfect” –complete- because he 
contains, within himself, everything necessary to bring about a better hope and a better 
covenant.  Jesus has, within himself, everything necessary to bring to fulfillment God’s 
unchanging purpose: the Salvation of the world He loves- including you and me.  
 
Within himself, Jesus is fully God and fully Human, he is Messiah King and Forever 
Priest and the “once for all” Sacrifice who lived our life, passed through our Death, 
ascended to the Holy throne room of God as our forerunner, and 28 “…who has been made 

perfect [complete] forever.  JESUS has everything necessary to achieve the final great 
purpose- thus in the Hebrew sense He is PERFECT. 
 
In conclusion I have a joke for you: 
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[SLIDE]: What did the puzzle piece say to the psychologist:  
[SLIDE]  “I can’t help it doc, I just feel like I’m part of something bigger than myself.”  
 
[SLIDE]  Jesus has been made “perfect forever” –which means [SLIDE]  Jesus 
contains everything necessary to put the world to rights.  
And if you belong to Him, He, Himself, in all his completeness lives inside of you- 
Priest, King and Sacrifice. Then- like the little puzzle piece- you ARE part of something 
bigger than yourself.  
 
A part of His PERFECT, COMPLETE SELF, you are no longer weak and useless, 
encumbered by death, frozen by fear, imperfect and incomplete. You are nothing less 
than Sons and Daughters of the living God, and Brothers and Sisters to the one who is 
King and Priest and Sacrifice.  [Pie SLIDE]  Whole, Perfect, Complete.  
 
He, himself has made it so.  
And to that there is nothing but to say: Hallelujah!  Amen and Amen.  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


