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God’s Promises:  Sure and Certain – February 4, 2018 
 
Two weeks ago we saw in Hebrews 5 & 6 our author called his congregation to KEEP 
MOVING FORWARD in their faith in order to avoid the danger of Falling Away. Last 
week we saw he is certain none of his people have crossed that “falling away” line.  
Still this is no time for any sort of spiritual laziness. The responsibility to keep moving 
forward in Christ is set squarely on our shoulders. In giving us “free will” God has given 
us great power over ourselves and the world- and as every Spiderman reader knows: “With 

great power comes great responsibility.”  

 
So our author reminds them of their past work for God saying… [SLIDE] 11 We want each 

of you to show this same diligence to the very end, so that what you hope for may be fully realized.  That is, 
so that they will 12… inherit what has been promised. 
Our author expects them –despite the persecution they’re experiencing- to be actively 
engaged in their Faith in Jesus. This is their responsibility as it is also yours.  
By the same token God has responsibility as well in all this. God has made 
promises: to save the Kosmos and us with it [John 3:16]. That is the “hope” we want to 
see “fully realized.” That is “what has been promised” to us by God.  
 
We have the responsibility for diligence in our Faith in Christ now. And God has the 
responsibility to fulfill the promises He has made.   

I’m glad God is the promise-keeper cause generally speaking we’re not that good at it. 
Earlier this week I got a note from a friend of mine. He said he had 2 tickets for this 
year’s Superbowl- box seats, airfare included, accommodations, etc- something he won. 
But he didn’t realize until the tickets arrived that the game was on the same day as his 
wedding- so he can’t go.  So the note says: If your interested and want to go instead 
of him, it’s at St. Peter’s Church in New Your city, at 5pm. Her name is Louise. She’s 
5’4”, 125 pounds, good cook, makes $130K a year. She’ll be the one in the white dress.  

THE PROMISE our author is working toward unpacking is from Psalm 110 –considered 

to be a Psalm about God’s Messiah. Here’s the whole of it [SLIDE]  Psa. 110:4   The LORD has 

sworn and will  not  change His mind,  “You are a  priest forever  According to the order of Melchizedek.” 
 
But before our author gets to that promise, he wants to establish God’s reliability in 
general. The big point: [SLIDE]   God’s promises are sure and certain…absolute!  
And so to make this point for a Jewish audience he uses Abraham as the poster child 
of Faith and Patience. [SLIDE] 13 When God made his promise to Abraham, since there was no one 

greater for him to swear by, he swore by himself, 14 saying, “I will surely bless you and give you many 

descendants.” 15 And so after waiting patiently, Abraham received what was promised. 
 

So let’s take a little walk through Abraham’s life.  His father –Terah- decided to move from Ur of 
to Canaan. Abram and wife Sarai -who we are told cannot have children- are part of the 
relocating household. They get half way and wind up settling in a place called Haran 
They live there until Terah dies. Then God taps Abram on the shoulder saying: 
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“Buddy, have I got a deal for you!” [SLIDE]  Gen. 12:1   Now the LORD said to Abram,   “ Go forth from 

your country,  And from your relatives   And from your father’s house,   To the land which I will show you;   

2 And  I will make you a great nation,   And  I will bless you,  And make your name great;    

And so you shall be a blessing; 3 And  I will bless those who bless you,  And the one who  curses you I will  

curse. And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.” That’s the first time God makes big 
promises to Abram.  
 
Genesis doesn’t tell us what Abram was thinking. We know his family worshipped 
multiple gods [Josh 24:2]. Was Yahweh one of those? Or did Yaheh reveal Himself in 
some new way to Abram. We don’t know. It’s not part of the story.  
What we know is Abram seems to show an incredible, trusting faith in a God he’s 
possibly just met.  But Sarai couldn’t have children. And children were important in this 
culture. So however God revealed himself the promise of “blessing” and “becoming a great 

nation” -which necessitates having lots of children- were solid motivation to follow.  
 
Abram’s 75. Stuff happens, he lies about Sarai being his sister, Nephew Lot heads off 
toward Soddom. God reiterates His promise: [SLIDE] 13:15 All the land that you see I will give 

to you and your offspring forever.  16 I will make your offspring like the dust of the earth, so that if anyone 

could count the dust, then your offspring could be counted.  

 

There’s a big battle between a bunch of kings and Lot gets captured. Abram and his 
men save Lot. Abram meets Melchizedek. Mel blesses Abe and Abe tithes to Mel. In 
Gen 15 Abram complains of not having any children, yet. And God patiently reminds 
Abram of the promise he’s made: [SLIDE]  Gen 15:4 Then the word of the LORD came to him: 

“This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your heir.”  5 He took him 

outside and said, “Look up at the heavens and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to 

him, “So shall your offspring be.” Gen. 15:6  Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as 

righteousness.   
And, for Abe’s sake God then organizes and participates in a traditional - human- Covenant  
Making ceremony to help Abram understand the unbreakable nature of a promise of Yahweh.  

 
But time goes by and while Abram may be faithful and patient, he’s also forgetful and a 
kind of a passive twit when Sarai says: “Sleep with my maidservant, Hagar, and we’ll get a son 

that way!”   [Yes dear, if you says so dear. And the result is Ishmael, the Patriarch of all the Arabic 
peoples.- whom God also blesses.] 
So God comes back to Abram and restates the promises…again!  [SLIDE] 
4 “As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the father of many nations.  5 No longer will you be 

called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a father of many nations.  6 I will make you 

very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you. [SLIDE]   7 I will establish my 

covenant as an everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the generations to 

come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you.  8 The whole land of Canaan, where you are 

now an alien, I will give as an everlasting possession to you and your descendants after you; and I will be their 

God.” 
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Around that time God specifically says: by this time next year Sarah will have your son. 
Abraham thinks this is funny cause he’s 100 and Sara’s 90. But God is clear: By this time 

next year, you’ll be changing diapers. And that’s a promise!  
Some time after God- in the form of 3 men- stops by. And they give the same 
message: Next year at this time Sarah will have a son. Ninety-year-old Sarah 
overhears and laughs out loud at the funny joke. 
 
And Abraham bargains with God over the fate of Soddom. Abraham pretends again that Sara’s his 
sister because of a love-struck king. [90-year-old Sarah moisturizing.] 

 
AND…finally after @ 25 years of “faith and patience”, Sarah gets pregnant by 
Abraham and she has a son and they name him Isaac which means “laughter.” Ishmael 

and his Mother get sent away, Abraham negotiates a treaty over a well.  

And then God comes to Abe and says: [SLIDE]  Gen. 22:2 … “Take your son, your only 

son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on 
one of the mountains I will tell you about.”  
 
While it wasn’t unusual for other gods to demand such a sacrifice… we can expect God’s 
command was devastating for Abraham because it’s “his only son whom he loves,” AND 
because ALL God’s promises to Abraham- promises verified in the covenant ceremony- 
depend on the boy. Abe’s Faith & Patience are stretched to breaking as he holds the knife over Isaac.  

 

And God intervenes. Gen. 22:12 …“Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, 

because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.” And God does provide a lamb 
for the offering.  And then, despite all the trouble’s Abraham has faced, despite all the 
mistakes of his own making, despite his passivity, cowardice, and greed God forcefully 
restates his promises once more, this time wrapped in an oath sworn by God on Himself.  

 [SLIDE]  Gen. 22: 16 “ By Myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this thing and 

have not withheld your son, your only son,  17 indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly  multiply your  

seed as the stars of the heavens and as  the sand which is on the seashore; and  your  seed shall possess the gate 

of their enemies.  18 “ In your seed all the nations of the earth shall  be blessed, because you have  obeyed My 

voice.” 

 
V18 of Heb6 speaks of  [SLIDE]   18 … two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to 

lie… Those two things are  [SLIDE]   The Promise made by God and the oath 
sworn by God. A promise made by the Living God requires no more backing than 
God’s own character. Last week we said the Security of our Hope in Christ is that the promises 

salvation were made by God, Himself- and His word is always true.  [SLIDE]   
Psa. 119:89    Forever, O LORD,   Your word  is settled in heaven.. 

Is. 40:8 The grass withers, the flower fades, But the word of our God stands forever 

1Pet. 1:25  BUT THE WORD OF THE LORD ENDURES FOREVER.”   

Psa. 33:4     For the word of the LORD is right and true; he is faithful in all he does. 

God’s promise needs NO extra support.  
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But remember in Abraham’s story when God participates in a human Covenant Making 
ceremony [the firepot passing through the animal halfs]. His word is settled. The ceremony is 
unnecessary. But God does it- even initiates it – so that Abraham might be able to grasp 
the absolute nature of God’s promises to him. 
 
God does the same in Gen22, He uses a human form of confirmation: God swears an 

oath.  [SLIDE]   Heb 6:16 People swear by someone greater than themselves, and the oath confirms what is 

said and puts an end to all argument.  [SLIDE]  V13 13 When God made his promise to Abraham, since 

there was no one greater for him to swear by, he swore by himself,… The reason for that is: [SLIDE]   
17 Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his purpose very clear to the heirs of what was 

promised, he confirmed it with an oath. God made promises and took an oath on himself 
because he wanted “the heirs of what was promised” to grasp the absolute nature of God’s 
promises and understand. The unchanging nature of his purpose.  
 
And here’s the thing: YOU and I and our Hebrews, -everyone over the course of history that 

has embraced Jesus as Lord- WE are the “heirs of what was promised.”  
[In both Romans and Galatians Paul argues at length that the children of Abraham, the “heirs of the promise” are children 

of Faith- not genealogy or circumcision. [SLIDE]   Gal. 3:6   Even so Abraham BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS 

RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS.  7 Therefore, be sure that  it is those who are of faith who are  sons [and daughters] of 

Abraham. And also [SLIDE]   …Gal. 3:29 And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs according 

to  promise.] 

 
God’s promise to Abraham was a promise to us- fulfilled in Jesus, the Son of God. We 
are those children of Abraham multiplied like the stars of the sky or the sand on the shore. We 
are the ones who will “possess the gate of their enemies. [Jesus: the gates of Hell shall not prevail against 

you…]  It’s by Christ in us -as He was in his first followers- that,… all the nations of the earth shall  be 

blessed… not just by sharing the Gospel but by living God’s promises out here and now.  
 
We are the heirs of the promises God made to Abraham. And as for Abraham so for 
us: those promises are doubly secure by the promise of God and the Oath sworn by God on himself. 
God’s people will be a great nation and you are some of those people. God’s people will be 
a blessing so that all the families of the earth will be blessed and you are some of those 

people. [SLIDE]  God’s responsibility is to keep those promises absolutely.  
Our responsibility is -with knowledge of those promises- 11… to show this same diligence to the very 

end, so that what [we] hope for may be fully realized.  So that we will 12 inherit what has been promised. 
 
Abraham- as imperfect as he was- held onto the promises while following a God he 
hardly knew to a land he’s never seen; …while fearing for his life and lying to protect it; 
…while at war to save Lot; …while living with his own shame of childlessness as well 
as his wife’s; And he held onto the promises through the unimaginable call to sacrifice 
the child of promise. Despite his faults our text describes him saying: 15 … after waiting 

patiently, Abraham received what was promised. 
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God will be diligent in keeping his promises to us; like [SLIDE]  : Rev 21:4 He will wipe every 

tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, Or  Matt 11:28 “Come to 

me,… and I will give you rest. Or…11:25“He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; Or “Never 

will l leave you; never will I forsake you.”   

And God’s expectation is that –even in life’s challenges and our own imperfection- we would 
be “diligent” in our faith “to the very end” because we know His promises are absolute. 
 

I sat down for breakfast with my friend Dave. He told me he’d gotten a call to conduct a 
funeral service for a ten-year-old girl who’d recently died from a tumor on her brain 
stem. The family doesn’t have a faith background or church support. And as Dave 
described the goodness of the little girl, how loved she was, and the desolation of the 
family, both of us were glad we still had napkins. But Dave is the right man for this. He 
can dilligently enter into this broken, desolate situation and offer Hope because he is 
absolutely certain the promises of God are absolute.  
 
Some time before 2006 the City of Philadelphia passed some laws aimed at clearing 
their parks of the homeless- making it illegal to sleep in the parks or ask for money or distribute 

food. This caught the attention of Jesus follower, Shane Claiborne. And he and his 
Christian friends began gathering nightly in “Love park” to celebrate the Lord’s supper 
with their homeless neighbors- as well as clergy and supportive city officials- and the police 

looming in the background. After the worship they brought out pizza and then slept in the 
park. Ultimately the police acted and arrested Shane and his friends. And you might 
say: why would anyone do anything so foolish? Because Shane and friends believe 
God’s promises are absolute- not just the promise that God will feed and clothe us 
like he does the birds and flowers but also promises like: Mat10:17 …they will hand you over 

to courts…and you will be brought before governors and kings for My sake… 
SLIDE]   
See God’s responsibility is the keeping of His promises. Is. 40:8 The grass withers, the flower 

fades, But the word of our God stands forever. Our responsibility is 11…to show this same diligence to the 

very end, so that what we hope for [in us and in God’s Creation] may be fully realized.  

 
We are not called to trust God because He will fix everything. We are called to trust 
God because he loves us and made promises to us and …the word of our God stands 

forever. “All shall, indeed, be well. But in the in-between-time things may not be well. 
There may be barreness and long waits and old age. There may be brain tumors in 
ten-year-olds, jail cells for feeding the hungry, and persecutions for not sacrificing to 
the Emperor, but as brother Dietrich Bonhoeffer has written: “God does not give us 

everything we want, but He does fulfill his promises … leading us along the best and straightest  
paths to himself?” 
 
Today is Bonhoeffer’s birthday. German pastor, theologian, spy, and staunchly 
resistant to the Nazi’s- for the sake of the Gospel. Arrested by Gestapo in 1943, he 
was accused of plotting to assassinate Hitler, tried, convicted, and executed by 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/July_20_plot
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hanging on April 9, 1945. Christmas of 1944- while waiting for his execution- he got a 
letter out to his fiancé that included this poem.  
 
 
By Kindly Powers Surrounded 
With every power for good to stay and guide me, 
Comforted and inspired beyond all fear, 
I’ll live these days with you in thought beside me 
And pass, with you, into the coming year. 
 
The old year still torments our hearts, unhastening; 
The long days of sorrow still endure; 
Father, grant to the souls Thou hast been chastening 
That Thou hast promised, the healing and the cure. 
 
Should it be ours to drain the cup of grieving 
Even to the dregs of pain, at Thy command, 
We will not falter, thankfully receiving 
All that is given by Thy loving hand. 
 
But should it be Thy will once more to release us 
To life’s enjoyment and its good sunshine, 
That which we’ve learned from sorrow shall increase us,  
and all our life be dedicated to Thine. 
 
Today, let candles shed their radiant greetings; 
Lo, on our darkness are they not Thy light 
Leading us, haply, to our longed-for meeting? 
Thou canst illumine even our darkest night. 
 
When now the silence deepens for our hearkening, 
Grant we may hear Thy children’s voices raise 
From all the unseen world around us darkening 
Their universal paean, in Thy praise. 
 
While all the powers of good aid and attend us, 
Boldly we’ll face the future, come what may. 
At even and at morn God will befriend us, 
And oh, most surely on each newborn day. 
 
We can keep moving forward, we can reach out, we can stand for what is right,  
we can face hardship, and be diligent in our faith to the very end because  
we KNOW God’s promises are sure and certain.  
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Superbowl Sunday I’ll be having a nice bowl of soup and a bowl of ice cream and as 
far as I’m concerned I’ll be doing it right.  
 
I am not really rooting for either team but I do hope developing nations are wearing 
Patriots Superbowl Champion shirts in the next two weeks.  
 
I heard the other week that an Eagles fan, after being tossed from a game, was 
arrested for punching a police horse. His future looks bleak when you consider the 
mounting evidence.  
Those who saw it said he was clearly there to stirrup trouble.  
The Judge questioned him about his unbridled rage and then asked if he pled guilty: 
yay or neigh.  
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We are the descendants of Abraham’s faith as is our Hebrew congregation- like the stars in the sky and 

the sand on the shore. We are part of the Great nation that God had in mind when he made those promises. Those 
promises for Abraham were also made for us.  
 
Abraham showed Faith and patience- and though it was imperfect, and at times faltering, he did not Fall away from God. 
Not even when it was hardest- not even when Isaac had to be laid on the altar- his only son whom he loved.  

 
 

11 We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end, so that what you hope for may 

be fully realized. 12 We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and 

patience inherit what has been promised. 

13 When God made his promise to Abraham, since there was no one greater for him to swear by, he 

swore by himself, 14 saying, “I will surely bless you and give you many descendants.” 15 And so 

after waiting patiently, Abraham received what was promised. 

16 People swear by someone greater than themselves, and the oath confirms what is said and puts 

an end to all argument. 17 Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his purpose 

very clear to the heirs of what was promised, he confirmed it with an oath. 

18 God did this so that, by two unchangeable things [the original promise & the oath about the promise] in 

which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope set before us may be 

greatly encouraged.  

19 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary 

behind the curtain, 20 where our forerunner, Jesus, has entered on our behalf. He has become a 

high priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek. 

 
 
And the goal of that “diligence” in faith and service is 11… that what you hope for may be fully realized. 

And to 12….inherit what has been promised. 
V11 …what you hope for…   v12 … what has been promised. 
V11 … fully realized  v12 … through faith and patience inherit… 
 
Secure in God’s Promises,  Promised Inheritance.  Promised inheritance fully realized.  
 
You’re hoping for your completed salvation.  
You’re hoping to inherit what you believe God has promised to you: complete Salvation. 
 
On your part this requires diligence in the efforts connected to your faith- in this context working to help 

others and thus showing God you love Him.  
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On God’s part this requires God keeping his promise. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WRIGHT 
Just like Hebrews is the one place where Jesus is connected to Melchizedek Hebrews is also the one 
place in all scripture where we’re told Christian Hope acts as an anchor. 
 
The metaphor is even odder when the writer ties it to the inner sanctuary behind the curtain or veil 
 
Remember once a year the High Priest  would go in, behind the veil to the holy of holies, the 
innermost sanctuary of the Temple. The Jews saw this as the holiest spot on earth. The High Priest 
would enter once a year with blood from sacrificed animals and make atonement, first for himelf and 
then for the people.  
 
The Ark of the Covenant – traditionally kept in that place- was the footstool of God’s throne.  
 
Our author is not imagining the earthly temple or tabernacle. He is thinking of a similar but true 
sanctuary of the world in the realm of God- Heaven we might call it. Jesus has passed through to the 
innermost court, to the very presence of the Loving Father God. And he’s done so on our behalf.  
 
We are attached to him as if by a great metal cable [ship’s anchor chain] He’s there in the presence 
of God like an anchor. As long as we don’t let go of the cable we are anchored to the presence of 
God. The winds, tides, storms that will come cannot shift us because our anchor holds firm and 
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secure.  [Sometimes the storms are overwhelming. We are not promosed a storm-free anchorage. In 
fact the provision of a secure anchor implies storms and shifting tides are likely. Safety is the promise.  
 
Stand firm and hold on patiently [even if you’re struggling to understand].   
 
What comes before  explores the way  way in which Abraham [classic biblical example of patience] 
hung on to God’s promises through good and bad- and the passage explains why Abe knew that God 
means what he says and that His promises are solid and unbreakable. God swore not by someone 
else but by himself.  
 
The promise of v14 is difficult to translate and an “oath” is not obviously seen. 
The actual words “I will most surely bless you” are more literally “If I don’t surely bless you…” 
That’s the clue to the oath [which would be understood by Jewish readers]. 
 
The short saying is part of an implied longer saying that runs: “If I don’t keep this promie, may I never 
be trusted again. God is saying: “If I don’t keep my promise to you, may my name be mud forever!  
 
Strong stuff. God made promises to Abraham. Then God swore an oath that he would indeed keep 
those promises- That’s the “two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie: The 
promises and the oath to keep them both made by God.  
 
The promise is firm and secure. So we hold on to hope and persevere in faith.  
But this isn’t whistling in the dark. It’s not fake it til you make it. Christian hope isn’t general optimism. 
Christian faith and hope and patience are trusting- and going on trusting-through all the good and bad 
of life.   God who made these unbreakable promises will certainly keep them 
 
Those promises include making the world anew, completing the work he began in Jesus. And it’s on 
Jesus all of this rests. Holding on to the story of Jesus life, death and resurrection is making sure the 
anchor’s firm and secure and holding behind the veil. 
 
BRUCE 
 
The picture of Abraham as father of all who have faith in God was a staple of many strands of 
Christianity as well as Judaism. 
 
Even before Jesus John the Baptist declared something more than biological descent from Abe was 
necessary for acceptance by God. [Mat 3:9, Lk3:8] 
 
Paul points out that it was Abraham’s belief, his faith in God’s promises to him, that reckoned him 
righteous before God. [Gen15:6, Rom 4:3, Gal 3:6] James uses Abe’s offering of Isaac as the 
example of faith that results in works is the key. Our author here and later in ch11 presents Abe as 
the supreme example of waiting patiently on God for the promises to come true.  
 
Abraham is important here not just because of his trust in God’s promises but ALSO because of his 
connection to Melchizedek which is the direction the author is heading.  
 
God’s faithfulness to his promises to Abe is support for belief in his promises concerning the 
Melchizedek priesthood [a priest forever in the order of Mel]. 
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The particular promise in view, made by God to Abe [Gen 22:16] by myself have I sworn that in 
blessing I will bless thee and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed. This re-stated the promise from 
Gen 12:2- bless him and make of him a great nation- when Abe was childless.  
 
But he began to trust the promise that though they were old they would have a child.  
It was humanly impossible but Abe believed God [most of the time]. 
 
The offering up of Isaac- on whom hung all the weight of the promises- a great nation, progeny like 
the stars of the sky, etc.-  Abe still believed and obeyed God and received Isaac back, as if from the 
dead. And again God reaffirmed the promises.  
 
When God repeated his promise to Abe he confirmed it with an oath- God swore by Himself.  
“As the Lord lives…” was a typical oath employed by men. Abraham swore by God [Gen 14:22 etc.] 
“As I live…” is often said by God in the OT. 
 
The emphasis on the oath for Abraham’s promise is intended to set the stage for the fact that God 
swore an oath regarding the Messiah and the Melchizedekian priesthood…Ps 110:4 
Psa. 110:4    The LORD has sworn and will  not  change His mind,   “You are a  priest forever   According to the order of 

Melchizedek.” 

 
The bare word of GOD is guarantee enough but by confirming it with an oath he makes the 
assurance doubly sure.  
 
Philo quote: Who alone but God… Bruce p130 
 
Who are the heirs of the promise- not the patriarchs as they didn’t see the promises come to pass 
[11:39]  but more likely this author and his readers- the current set of followers of God’s messiah.  
 
This “strong encouragement” is for us. 
The “two unchangeable things” are a. the promise of God and b. the oath by which the promise is 
confirmed.  18 so that by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, 

 
We are refugees from the sinking ship of this present world order, so soon to disappear; our hope is fixed in the eternal 
order where the promises of God are made good to His people in perpetuity.. 
 

Our HOPE based on God’s promises is our spiritual anchor.  
We are moored to an immovable object- firm and secure.  
 
The immovable object is the throne of God. Its footstool being in the Holy of Holies, the inner 
sanctuary behind the veil- in this case the Heavenly Holy of Holies- the true place of the absolute 
undiluted presence of God.  
 
Our hope is fixed there because Jesus is there.  
Abe rested his hope on the promise and oath of God. We have even more on which to rest our hope. 
We have the fulfillment of his promise in the exaltation of Christ. 
3  And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact  representation of His nature, and   upholds all things by the word of His power. 

When He had made  purification of sins, He  sat down at the right hand of the  Majesty on high, 

 

Jesus has entered the heavenly tabernacle on our behalf. He is our forerunner.  
Remember him saying “ I go to prepare a place for you…” But it’s much more than that.  
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The errand of this forerunner embraces far wider ends. It proclaims and accomplished work of 
redemption and signals the first fruits of a mighty aftercrop of resurrection.  
Jesus is our forerunner, our High Priest forever, and our Anchor beyond the veil.  
 
GUTHRIE 
 
V13 back to Abraham with the point being the seriousness and trustworthiness of God’s promises.  
God’s character is unchangeable and thus we have the absolute certainty of His Word.  
Our full assurance of Hope.  
 
The promise to Abe was confirmed by an oath. God promised Abraham progeny many times 
without an oath. But in Gen 22:16 he says “by myself I have sworn…”  This is so because there’s 
no one greater than God for God to swear by. God’s word is good. God doesn’t have to swear by 
anything or at all but he did for our good [for our encouragement, for our security in our faith].  
 
The command to offer up Isaac- the singular source of fulfillment of God’s promise and Abe’s 
yearning-  makes this oath significant. Abe was obedient. He believed God and was faithful 
“Abraham patiently enduring or “waiting patiently may look back to the Isaac incident [certainly not the 
Ishmael incident]. For our author’s purposes and for the Jews in General Abe was the poster child for 
faith and patience.  
 
People swear by someone greater [because they are actually powerless]. This is the cultural norm. 
God’s word as it is, is trustworthy and true. An oath by this same God only makes it double so- if 
that’s possible.  [Remember Jesus was critical of oaths being used: let your yes be yes. 
 
The oath confirms content and brings the argument to an end.  
 
V17 the oath was an added extra for the sake of short-sighted humans incapable of understanding 
God’s unchanging nature. The Oath was for the “heirs of the promise.”  
It was given to Abraham but it was for our benefit in the present.  
 
What is true for Abe is true for the heirs of the promise- the “true children of Abraham” not just the 
Jewish people. John 8:39 …you’d do what Abraham did… Rom 4:16 
God using an oath is God stooping to our level to help us understand Himself and his faithfulness.  
 
God “desiring even more” “a more convincing resolve.” 
 
Unchangeable nature of His purpose [aligns with his unchangeable character [as in ch1]. 
The unchangeable character of God sets him apart from men and capricious deities.  
With or without the oath God would be true. [The oath is just for our sake.] 
 
Two unchangeable things: God’s word and the oath or, perhaps, God’s nature & the oath.  
 
Heirs of the promise =we who have fled for refuge. 
Flying away to sieze encouragement to sieze the hope 
Turning away from apathy to sieze the hope.  
The encouragement is to sieze the hope set before us [hope of salvation that comes through Jesus 
death, resurrection and ascension.] 
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Taking a hold of, grasping in a resolute manner. Hope of this nature is to be seized and experienced.  
 
Characteristics of Hope: immovability as in an anchor that is set firm and secure.  
The anchor was used as a symbol by some early Christians. Along with the fish symbol.  
 
Strange that the anchor enters the inner sanctuary beyond the veil. Mixed metaphor. 
 
This hope is set like an anchor set in the holy of holies behind the temple veil.  
It is a fait accompli that our high priest, Jesus, is behind the curtain already.  
Our anchor is the hope based on the finished and continuing work of Jesus as High Priest.  
Now it’s time to get to Melchizedek.   
 
WITHERINGTON 
 
6:13ff are a transitional piece in this homily.  
It’ takes us back to Abraham and the trustworthiness of God’s promises to Abraham in order to give 
us hope as an anchor- firm and secure- in the promise that Jesus is high Priest forever in the order of 
Melchizedek as God swore in Psalm 110:4. 
 
Abraham will introduce us to High Priest forever: Melchizedek. And then reappear in ch 11 as an 
example of steadfast faith [excluding that event with Ishmael]. 
 
Abraham will reveal Melchizedek to us and Mel will help us understand Jesus. 
Important here: the theology of Jewush oaths.  
 
Oath taking was serious in antiquity and oral cultures.  
Philo: An oath is an appeal to God as a witness on some disputed matter.  
The function of the oath was to provide a solid basis for the truthfulness of something claimed. 
It invoked God as a witness on pain of God’s judgment. 
 
The OT doesn’t prohibit oaths, as Jesus does. But it must be true.  
Of course when God swears there is no higher authority to appeal to. So God swears by himself.  
 
Extraordinary because God’s truthfulness would be without question. God didn’t NEED to do this.  
God does this for our weak, human, sake.  
 
Two divine oaths will be in play [His swearing to Abraham and His swearing about Melchizedek] 
 
Promise of offspring to Abe- a promise reiterated three times [Gen 12:2, 15:5, 22:17 [Gen 22:16]]. 
God’s promise with an oath comes after the near-sacrificing of Isaac. If Abraham was faithful when 
asked to lay the promises on the altar in the form of his son- then our Hebrews can be faithful.  
 
Covenants in ancient treatys: “May I be struck downby the gods if I do not fulfill this oath”  indicates 
seriousness about the treaty.  
 
God & people = Lord/Vassal treaty. Lord stipulates terms, benefits and stupulations.  
God swearing an oath to provide a better mediator- Messiah who is a Priest Forever a la Mel 
 
V16 Human oath taking- swearing by someone greater than yourself- be it a god or a Lord or King. 
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Oath taking is generally in an adversarial sort of circumstance. An oath was a loan of reliability from a 
higher, greater person or a god.  
 
Example p224 the oath of a roman soldier from an ancient papyrus.  
 
V 17 God made a promise AND God swore an oath [Gen 22:16]. Two things, two unchangeable 
things in which God cannot lie.  
 
God’s will is immutable and God cannot lie. His word is good and his will unchangeable.  
 
Resident alien status [foreigners, transients] of our congregation “refugees”  in 6:18. 
Roman or any earthy citizenship should not be overly valued.  
 
Gods promise to Abraham was also a promise to Christians. As we are children of Abraham’s faith.  
 
The Hope here is likened to an anchor. The  hope is also personified in Jesus – who has passed into 
the holy of holies in the heavenly temple-the very throne of God. An iron anchor with two wings –
God’s promise and God’s oath. Firm and seure.  
 
Another Greek writer says: “Every hope is an anchor.”Epectetus: “We ought neither to fasten our ship 
to one small anchor nor our life to a single hope…”  Our author disagrees if the anchor is Jesus.  
 
Christ and the cross are like that anchor.  
 
Jesus entered the inner sanctuary, he the forerunner and he entered on behalf of believers. The veil 
is THE VEIL of the temple. “The runner who is out front.”  Herald, advance scout. 
Jesus our hope is in the heavenly sanctuary in the presence of God. And when He returns he will be 
bringing the inner sanctuary- the tent of God to Earth.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


