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Give More – Give Yourself – December 17, 2017 
 
The core of the Gospel is God’s love for the other. And by the Gospel I’m meaning 
the entire story of God’s loving pursuit of humanity- the entirety of the written Word of God- 
from the picture of God’s hands molding us from the mud and making a place for us 
to live; through the calling of Noah and Abraham and David and the sending of the 
Prophets; to the moment when God, himself, would come and redeem humanity’s 
betrayal of His love by his death on the cross; and then, in his ongoing love, including 
us, “the redeemed,” in the process of His work of restoration and renewal.  
The beating heart of the Gospel is God’s love for the other.  
 
Psalm 100 tells us: Psa. 100:5  For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; … So does 
Psalm 106 and 107. And 118 and 136- repeat the phrase over and over again:  
Give thanks to the lord for he is good His love endures forever!  

Jeremiah says the same [33:11] and Isaiah says: Is. 54:10 Though the mountains be shaken and 

the hills be removed, yet my unfailing love for you will not be shaken nor my covenant of peace be removed,” 

says the LORD, who has compassion on you.   

Paul declares passionately: 38 …I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 

principalities, nor  things present, nor things to come, nor powers,  39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other 

created thing, will be able to separate us from  the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.   
And John reminds us that “God is Love.” 1John 4:9 And God showed his love for us by sending 

his only Son into the world, so that we might have life through him.  10 This is what love is: it is not that we 

have loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the means by which our sins are forgiven. Or 
in a more familiar form: John 3:16   “…God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son,… 

The core of the Gospel is God’s love for the other. 
 
And, like any parent worth their salt, he makes his love known through His presence, 
His protection, and provision. The gifts God gives to us out of love are beyond counting:  
[Frederick Lehman’s glorious hymn based on an ancient Jewish poem] 

If we with in the ocean filled and were the skies of parchment made 
Were every stalk on earth a quill and everyone a scribe by trade 
To write the love of God above would drain the ocean dry.  
Nor could the scroll contain the whole though stretched from sky to sky. 
 

But making and giving us an entire world wasn’t enough to satisfy the love of God- 
sending rain and sun, and food and water, and life and light and laughter and children 
and work and rest and dogs and cats and sunsets and ocean waves - all His marvelous 

gifts on all men and women- just and unjust wasn’t ever enough for him.  
 
God wanted to give us Himself.   
Because God’s intention was always to be “with us.”  
We catch a glimpse of it in Genesis when we find God strolling in the Garden in the 
cool of the day seeking to be with Adam and Eve. And we see it in the order for the 
Tabernacle to be placed in the center of the Israelites camp and in Revelation 
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when the New Jerusalem comes down to earth so that: “Rev 21:3 and God himself shall be 

with them, and be their God…” God’s intention was always to be “with us.”   
And, of course, in December, we see it in Isaiah’s promise that Is 7:14 …a virgin shall 

conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. Which Matthew explains means “God 
with us.” In all that God has done for us, His intention has always been to GIVE 
MORE than just stuff. 
 
God wanted to give us Himself- certainly for our salvation, but the point of our 
salvation is so that we can be in relationship with Him. As we read in Hebrews: Since 
Jesus, the son of God, our brother, and great high priest has ascended to 
Heaven…4:16 Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy 

and find grace to help us in our time of need. 

God gave us Himself so God could be with us and “us” could be with God.  
 
When questioned about the people all going to Jesus, John the Baptist, extolled the 
relationship between the people and Emmanuel with a picture of one of Judaism’s 
most Joyful events- a wedding.  
He says: John 3:29 “He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands 

and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice. So this joy of mine has been made full. 

When Bride and Groom come together there is great, great joy [Mary & Michael’s wedding] 

 
And the story of the first Christmas- as presented in Matthew and Luke- is decorated with 
Jewels of Joy throughout as Jesus [the bridegroom, God in the flesh] comes to be “with us” 
[his bride]  
 
The angel, Gabriel, tells Mary: Luke 1:14 “You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at 

his birth.  

 
When supernaturally pregnant Mary goes to visit Elizabeth, the older woman is 
overtaken by JOY at the presence of Mary, and the baby within. She says: Lk 1:43 “And  

how has it happened to me, that the mother of  my Lord would come to me?  44 “For behold, when the sound of 

your greeting reached my ears, the baby leaped in my womb for joy. 

 
In telling the shepherds about Emmanuel’s advent into the world the angel says:  
10 … “ Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the people…And 
later as they return to the fields after seeing the baby in a feed trough as the angel 
said. 20 The shepherds went back, glorifying and praising God for all that they had heard and seen, just as had 

been told them.   And, my dears, in case you don’t know glorifying and praising God is 
something you do when you are overtaken with Joy. [Samari popped out praising God] 

 
And Matthew tells us about the Magi and their journey to see with their own eyes that 
which the stars had proclaimed the newborn King of the Jews [and ruler of the 
Universe]. And as they set out on the last stage of their journey, making their way to 
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Bethlehem we’re told: Matt. 2:10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.   
 
Matthew wants to make sure that we grasp the intensity of their gladness in seeing the 
star- because it meant they would soon be with Emmanuel.  
 
By our Advent wreath today is the Sunday of Joy. And by our Advent Conspiracy 
cycle today is the Sunday of Give More. And what I hope you are hearing in all I’ve 
said so far is that even with all the great and wonderful physical and spiritual gifts God 
has given us, He GAVE MORE. He gave the MOST when he gave us himself- when 
God, the Son, decreased himself to our molecular level and grew in the womb of a 
young woman to be born just like you and I were and to live a life similar in all the most 
important ways to the one you live today.  
 
God has always wanted to be with us. But in all sorts of ways we turned our backs, 
were faithless, and ignored his calls to us. And so God acted to put the relationship 
right once and for all  
Matt. 1:22 Now all this took place to fulfill what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet:  23 “ BEHOLD, 

THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH  CHILD AND SHALL BEAR A SON, AND THEY SHALL CALL HIS 

NAME  IMMANUEL,” which translated means, “ GOD WITH US.”  And in THAT RELATIONSHIP 
there is “good news of great Joy.”  
 
As I said the core of the Gospel is God’s love for the other. Even for God giving us 
“stuff” wasn’t enough. He gave more by giving himself and the result was Joy.  
 
So the question for you to answer is: How can YOU imitate the God-man and Give 
More by giving yourself and hopefully bring about some Joy in the process? 
 
First of all as the saying goes: “You can’t take it with ya.” All the gifts, delicious foods, 
chocolates, lights and trappings, music, the warmth of a fire- all of it is temporal. None 
of it’s eternal. There is only one thing you have that is eternal: and that’s relationships.  
So when you give more by giving yourself to relationship you are building up 
something that will go on long past your death and will only continue to grow in the far 
reaches of Eternity.  
 
So one of the best ways for you to Give More is for you to intentionally give your time 
as a gift.  Make an intentional plan to take someone you love to lunch, or breakfast or 
coffee. But do so in such a way that it can happen without self-imposed time limits.  
 
Make an intentional plan to invite someone for tea or dinner- with the aim of giving 
everyone a long slow chance to share some story about their lives- Maybe a theme: 3 
things I remember from my Dad; how I married my beloved, The pets I have loved, 
How  I came to know Jesus. 



 4 

Doing this is giving so much more. This is incarnational giving- giving yourself.   
 
Maybe the person you’d like to Give More too doesn’t live close enough to visit face to 
face- why not write a letter and tell them all the important things you need to say to 
them and maybe ask them some of the questions you’ve wondered about.  
 
If you need to give a physical gift, make it one that contains part of you. Old 
photographs with the stories behind them, a possession that reminds you of someone 
you love passed on to the next generation with the story behind it.  
 
Or, if you want to spend some money, why not create a memory to be cherished. 
You want to talk to someone who knows how to do this- talk to Sandra and Dale. Thanks 
to social media I get a little window into the memories they intentionally make with their 
grandkids [trips, activities, camping, fishing] building relationship and making 
memories- that are eternal- and in the process “Giving More” because you’re giving 
yourself.   
 
Those are all good ideas and I can see Joy ready to rise up out of any of them.  
 
But there’s another way that all of us can give more of ourselves: And that’s simply 
being present and engaged, wherever we are, whatever’s happening around us being 
present and joining in the play, the game, the fun.  
Sometimes we adults think being silly is for children. And playtime is for kids. But 
remember regardless of how old you are, or how educated or how beautiful or how 
respected, before God you’re none of that. Before God you’re just a child. And like 
any good father, God loves to watch his children play!  
I’m going to force you to look at family photos: This is a Christmas eve I’ve never told you 

about. But it’s one that I will always remember as one of the best Christmas Eves I have EVER 
known. It’s Christmas of 1979. I’m home after my first quarter at SPU. [It’ll be another year before I 
meet Rebekah.]  
Mom and Dad, Grandma and my Grampa Scott, Linda & Dave and Bobby were there and two things 
had been planned: everyone would “do something” –a performance of some sort. AND it was the first 
year we gave a financial limit of $5 and everyone bought one silly thing  for each others Christmas 
stockings- usually with notes or riddles or poems attached.  
[M&D, D&me, M&me, Dad read from Luke2, Bobby sang, Mom played and sang, and Linda sang for us all. I don’t 
remember what I did. Dave played his harmonica. Gramma got up to dance. Stockings- sticker on his forehead earring- 
Mom glasses]  
It was a sweet, hilarious, crazy, creative time together. Jesus was there too laughing with us- But the 
thing that made all the difference was that EVERYONE WAS GIVING THEMSELVES AWAY- 
everyone was playing and enjoying the fun.  
 

The point here is don’t hold back, don’t be embarrassed. Give up being an adult for the 
rest of the season and play. Give more of yourself to God and others. Be like the Magi 
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and rejoice with exceeding great Joy, Let your heart leap for Joy like Baby John within 
Elizabeth.  
 
And I don’t just mean with your family and friends but with your workmates as well and 
the folks you encounter at the grocery store and downtown- wherever you go. You by 
the life and light of Christ in you have the power to give the gift of Joy by giving 
yourself.  
 
Charles Dickens makes this point beautifully in A Christmas Carol- And it’s amazing 
because he puts the words of wisdom in the mouth of the as-of-yet unrepentant 
Ebenezer Scrooge. He knows the right answer but, sadly, he never applied it to 
himself. [He is like all of us: we know it but we don’t do it, me too]. 

 
In the story, the following conversation takes place between the Ghost of Christmas 
Past and Scrooge after viewing Master Fezziwig's Christmas Party: 
 
“A small matter,” said the Ghost, “to make these silly folks so full of gratitude.” 
“Small!” echoed Scrooge. . . .  
“Why! Is it not? He has spent but a few pounds of your mortal money: three or four perhaps. Is that so 
much that he deserves this praise?”  
Ebenezer Scrooge responds:  
“It isn’t that, Spirit. He has the power to render us happy or unhappy; to make our service light or 
burdensome; a pleasure or a toil. Say that his power lies in words and looks; in things so slight and 
insignificant that it is impossible to add and count ’em up: what then? The happiness he gives, is quite 
as great as if it cost a fortune.” 

 
Dickens is telling us through broken old Scrooge that we have the power (given to us   
grind "light or burdensome, a pleasure or a toil." 
And we can do this via “things so slight and insignificant” as “words and looks.”  
 
Remember the core of the Gospel is God’s love for “the other:” the “other” that shares 
your house, the “other” who lives next door, the “other” behind the cash register or 
waiting on your table, the “other” at the winter shelter or the “other” living as a refugee 
in Seattle.  
God so loved the world that he gave…himself.  
 
And he’s given you the power, the ability, to imitate Emmanuel, to give more by 
giving yourself and in the process to be a source of exceeding great joy. 
 
So in this last week before Christmas Day, go out, be present, join in, Give more, Bring 
Joy and do all of it intentionally in the name of Emmanuel- God with us.   
   
 


