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Copy and Reality – March 18, 2018 
 
Hebrews is written to a congregation of Jewish Christians in the late 60s of the first 
century. They’re considering backing away from Jesus, and returning to Judaism 
because being a Christian in Rome now, is hard. Nero is still Emperor. He blamed 
Christians for fires set in the city and Romans haven’t forgotten. Jews in Rome will 
quietly put on their ethnic pride as Jewish rebels beat Roman legions in Jerusalem. 
And then they will change into anger/fear as they know just how Rome will respond: 
with unrelenting violence; which, unknown to them, will culminate in the destruction of 
city & Temple [70] destroying a centuries-old way of life and worship forever.  
 
Devoted, angry Jews and wary, enlightened Romans do not make for tolerant 
neighbors for our Jewish Christians. The Romans thought of them as atheists. The 
Jews thought them apostate and traitors to Israel because Jewish Christians accepted 
Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God, our Great High Priest to have provided unlimited 
access to God through His “once for all” sacrifice; which means they saw the Law, the 
priesthood, the sacrifices, and even the Temple,– as OBSOLETE, outdated, and 
soon to disappear.  
 
So our congregation of Jewish Christians in Rome are caught between 
suspicious pagans and the zealous “faithful” and they’re afraid to “keep moving 
forward” with Jesus.  
To bolster their resolve, our author uses the Hebrew scriptures to prove Jesus is 
God’s Son and Great High Priest and the New Covenant of which he is the Mediator is 
all part of God’s continuing plan to redeem the Kosmos. Jesus brings the better hope 
of a New Covenant. Quoting Jeremiah 31, Heb 8 begins to explain what makes this 
New Covenant better.  
 
In ch8 I see four sets of opposites or four comparisons to be made. Last week we looked at [SLIDE]  
Majesty and Service. These “opposites” are paired up in that [SLIDE]  Jesus is Lord of all and 
Servant of all simultaneously. Though he was Lord and God when on earth, “…He did not consider 

equality with God something to be grasped [Phil2] …he took on the very nature of a servant.” And I made the 

point [SLIDE]  that though you are Princes and Princesses of the Kingdom, just like Jesus, your 

calling is to loving service both inside and outside the Family of God regardless of outcome. 

The other three comparisons I see are [SLIDE] : Copy and Reality, Men and God, and Old and 

New Covenant.  This morning our focus will be [SLIDE]  Copy & Reality.  

 
So our old Suburban died, as most of you know. So we bought a green 1999 suburban 
to replace it. Got a good deal. Here’s a picture [SLIDE] - pretty sweet, huh? It’s just 
about perfect. Low miles for a ’99, interior’s nice, body’s well maintained, and the motor 
is just pristine.  Of course, it’s smaller than our old one [SLIDE] but such a good deal, 
we couldn’t resist. Not sure it will hold Rebekah’s stuff.  
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Obviously it’s a matchbox car! It’s a tiny, little, toy copy of a Chevy Suburban. The 
doors don’t open.  It has no motor. You couldn’t fit a Barbie shoe in the cargo area; 
and, given time, enough dust and hair will wrap round the tiny axels that the wheels 
won’t even spin. Trust me. I know.   
Here’s the real one! [SLIDE] The Reality is much more impressive : 5.7 Liter V8 with 
4wheel drive, up to 255 horsepower and a towing capacity of 6500 lbs. It seats eight 
and still has room for a dozen Barbie dream houses and 3 or 4 easy bake ovens.   
 
Now imagine I gave the little matchbox suburban to someone who’d never seen a 
motor-vehicle of any kind before and didn’t even know that such things existed. They 
might imagine the toy car was the Reality. [SLIDE]  They wouldn’t know it was just a Copy 

of something real- or that most of its importance [it’s fun, coolness, appeal] came from the fact that 
the COPY is meant to remind people of the Reality- not replace it.   

So let’s think about Copy and Reality as it shows up in Ch8.  
We see it [SLIDE] : 1 We do have such a high priest, who sat down at the right hand of the throne of the 

Majesty in heaven 2 and who serves in the sanctuary, the true tabernacle set up by the Lord, not by a mere 

human being. So we get pictures of the ascended Jesus in the space where God is, 
enthroned at God’s right hand and also, in the space where God is, Jesus is serving in 
the Heavenly Holy of holies.  V3 & 4 explain Jesus couldn’t be an earthy priest but He 
definitely has something to offer in the Heavenly Holy of Holies. Then, talking about 
Aaron’s priests v5 says 5 They serve at a sanctuary that is a copy and shadow of what is in heaven.  

 
So Jesus is in God’s realm serving as Forever Priest in the Holiest Place of the True 
Tabernacle. While weak priests offer futile sacrifices in a place that’s a copy & shadow 
of what’s in God’s realm. Jesus serves in the holy place of the True Tabernacle set 
up by God. The earthy priests serve in the holy place of a man-made temple that’s, 
at best, a shadow of the real thing.  
 

Let’s go back to our Suburbans [SLIDE]: we know the toy is a suburban because it 
bears a resemblance to the real thing. The toy car is a copy of the real thing. Like a 
shadow it reflects the shape, the essence, of the full-size vehicle. The point of the toy 
is to make us think of the real thing.  And so someone went to a lot of effort to 
design a toy car that looked a lot like the real thing.  
 
And so, not surprisingly, God warns Moses to be sure to follow the pattern of the 
REALITY while making the COPY so the likeness will be understood. [SLIDE]  Our 
text quotes one warning from Ex 25. There are a couple. Ex. 25:9 Make this tabernacle and all 

its furnishings exactly like the pattern I will show you.  And again: Ex. 25:40 See that you make them 

according to the pattern shown you on the mountain. 
 
[SLIDE]  The copy’s reason for being was to remind people of the original. The 
COPY was to point to and celebrate, the REALITY but still be remembered as a copy. 
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The tabernacle was a tent- obviously a temporary building. But even Israel’s great Temples 
-Solomon’s and Herod the Great’s- in all their astounding architectural glory needed to be 
seen as temporary buildings intended for a temporary purpose.  They were never 
intended to be the REALITY. Because the Son of God, himself, was always going to be 
our High Priest, and Sacrifice and even the Temple at which we worship.  
 
But the Israelites -like all the rest of us humans- had a tendency to take the thing we can 
see [SLIDE]  and hold, the thing we understand and can wrap our minds around and 
elevate it to the place of “Most important thing.” That, my friends is simple Idolatry.   

 
Suburban’s again: The toy version could be pretty impressive- even a prized possession- If you’ve 

never seen a motor vehicle, let alone a 250 HP V8 5000pound suburban, That’s the way it was 
for the Jews. The tabernacle and the temple were embraced as the REALITY. When 
according to our author they were and are only a vague reflection of the real thing 
just a “copy and shadow.” [SLIDE]    
And so since this is a human problem, we –you and I- need to be careful we don’t prefer 
the COPY over the REALITY in our day, in our worship, in our Faith-life. [More about this 
later.]  
[SLIDE]    
And we also need to be careful to stay humble remembering that God’s Reality 
may be vastly different from the Copy as we know it. It’s possible we might 
interpret the Copy wrong.  
 
For instance in [SLIDE] considering v2 & 5 lots of people might -and have- imagined 
that up in Heaven, in the place where God is, there is a literal Tent of Meeting that 
God set up for Jesus to work in. So the vague shadow-version of a temple is on earth but the 

perfect form of a temple is in Heaven.    And when Jesus isn’t doing his shift on the throne he heads 
a couple blocks down the golden street to “The True Tabernacle” where he potters about doing bits of 
High Priestly ministry for our sakes until he has to be back at the Throne.   
Does that sound a bit… odd?  
Sure it does. Listen, our Western thought to this day is very affected by Greek thought. And the 

Greeks disdained the material world in favor of the spiritual.  
[Christians have done the same over the past few generations] 

 
Plato [SLIDE]  [student of Socrates & teacher of Aristotle 4th Century BC] developed the 
philosophy that every physical object or event we experienced in this life was merely 
a “shadow” of the perfect form of that object or event existing in some other 
realm. Somewhere there was “perfect justice” but here on earth all we have is at best a sketchy 

copy. The most beautiful horse on earth is only a shadow of the ideal horse that exists in some other 

spiritual dimension. [Suburban.] Any wise Greek should want to shed this world of matter as 
quickly as possible and get away to that world of Plato’s spiritual ideals. 
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And so some who have studied Hebrews over the centuries have seen Hebrews 
author advocating for the platonic idea of a shadow temple on earth but an actual ideal 
temple- the real perfected building- existing in God’s space. And while some Jews 
embraced Plato’s ideas, [SLIDE]  on the whole Judaism saw Matter and the 
creation as GOOD. In Gen2 God gets his holy hands right down in the mud molding 
all earth’s inhabitants. The Jews expected a renewed and restored world and 
resurrection to a physical life [Isaiah]. They did not expect to be wafted away to a spiritual 
realm of perfection.  

 
I know that’s all complicated but what I’m getting at is that it’s probably not a good idea 
to take this talk of a Heavenly Tabernacle too literally. Remember God’s Reality may 
be vastly different from the way we interpret the Shadow we know.  
 
Here look at this with me. Let’s read the better promises of the New Covenant:  
[SLIDE]   
10  …I will put my laws in their minds and write them on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my 

people. 11 No longer will they teach their neighbor, or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’ because they will 

all know me, from the least of them to the greatest. 12 For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember 

their sins no more.”  
So imagine a world where God’s laws are in all the people’s minds and more than that etched 
into their hearts. They know the life God’s called them to live and they desire to do it. God IS 
their God and they ARE HIS. There’s no need for evangelism or instruction because from the 
least to the Greatest God is known to them. [They know even as we are known.  Or as in Is. 11:9 For 

the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD As the waters cover the sea.]  And their sins are 
forgiven and utterly forgotten.  
 
Okay with all that in mind- all those better promises of the New Covenant- what would be the point 
of a Tabernacle in Heaven or of a temple in the new Jerusalem on a renewed and restored 
earth?  
 
Ask yourself this: Was there a temple in Eden? Did Adam and Eve get themselves up, put on 
their Sunday-best fig leaves and toddle off to church every 7th day?  
No, because, in Eden, every moment of their existence was an act of worship and praise to 
God. And that’s exactly what God has planned for us all at Jesus’ return.  [SLIDE]   
 Rev. 21:1    Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, 

and there was no longer any sea.  2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from 

God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.  3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne 

saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and 

God himself will be with them and be their God.  4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no 

more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 

 
The New Covenant will- ultimately- make the need for any tabernacle or temple OBSOLETE 
and anything obsolete and outdated will soon disappear [8:13].   
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A little further down in Rev 21 we see that after the New Jerusalem that has come down to 
earth is measured and it’s beauty extolled, John declares [SLIDE]  : 21:22  I did not see a temple 

in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.  
 23 The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is 

its lamp. See we interpreted the copy wrong. We thought the temple on earth meant a better 
temple in the New Jerusalem. But, in fact the Copy Temple was intended to point us to God 
and Christ.  
 
Whatever the “copy and shadow” are supposed to communicate to us, whatever the “reality” 
of God’s space is, the author of Hebrews is convinced that whatever is currently the case 
“up there”  will one day be the case “down here.” God’s Kingdom will come and God’s will will be 

done on Earth as it is in Heaven.  

[SLIDE]  Like John in Revelation the author of Hebrews envisions the eternal New Jerusalem 
descending to a renewed and restored earth and replacing whatever may be obsolete- 
permanently. “The Kingdoms of this world will become the Kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ.” And 

He shall reign.  
 
Even for you and me, now, there are things that help us know God better [our music, hymns, 

water baptism, the Lord’s Supper,  the scripture, the Church, as we know it].  
As important as they are to us, like the tabernacle, these things are also copies and 
shadows. They are not the Reality- but they point us to the Realities that will one day 
transform all Creation. 
 
The hard thing for our Hebrews [SLIDE]  was to be able to see and accept that the thing they 
thought was the centerpiece of their life with God- the temple and its sacrifices- were a 
temporary substitute, a stand in, a vague shadow of the Reality that would come. And 
that Reality was nothing like what they might have expected, because the Lord God Almighty 

and the Lamb are its temple.   
  
So part of what Ch8 is telling us is that in light of the New Covenant many things that have 
been important to us in this present age will become obsolete and outdated and they will 
disappear – just like the Temple ultimately did. So in our faith life, we need to practice 
distinguishing between the Copy and the Reality. We need to think hard so that the copy 
doesn’t become an idol in itself as the Temple did for many Jews.  
 
For instance, as Baptists we hold that water baptism [SLIDE]  is a sacrament of the faith, a 
critical part of any follower of Jesus’ faith life. It symbolizes the believer’s death and 
resurrection to new life.  
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Water Baptism is a shadow of the greater event that is still to come when you will literally 
pass through death and to resurrection. Your own resurrection is the Reality of which your 
baptism with water is the shadowy copy.   
But some will argue you’re not saved if you’ve not been baptized in water. [I disagree] And some will argue 
about the amount of water necessary for your baptism to be valid and for you to be saved. And some will 
argue that your baptism was not valid if you were too young to choose it.  

It is very possible within all this arguing that the Copy has been elevated to an Idol-like status 
and the Reality has been lost and forgotten 
 
Here’s another one: speaking in tongues. [SLIDE]  This is a spiritual gift of communication 
or worship that is given by God to some as He determines. This spiritual gift is certainly a copy 
of some greater Heavenly Reality- though I don’t know what it is. But many argue that every true 

believer must speak in tongues [despite the fact Scripture denies this directly]. They argue that one is not 
saved if they do not reveal this gift. Again this is elevating the Copy to the level of an idol and over 
whatever the Reality might be.  

 
The Hymns [SLIDE]   that we love to sing, as glorious as they are:  are shadow and copy.  
Obviously Church [SLIDE]  , itself is a shadow and copy of its Heavenly Reality.  
 
This would actually be a great item for discussion- especially since I’m still trying to get my 
head around it, myself. If you’ve got some insights save them for tonight and we can talk 
about them over a baked potato – a real baked potato not a shadowy copy of a tater tot.  
 
Here’s what we can know from Hebrews 8:  We need to have a care that we don’t prefer the 

COPY over the REALITY.  We need to keep ourselves humble, remembering God’s 
Reality may be very different from our understanding of the Copy. [SLIDE]  The point of 
the copy is to help us better understand the Reality. The point of the copy is to prepare us for 
the Reality so when it comes- like Jesus did- we can recognize it and let the copy disappear as 
outdated and obsolete.  
 


