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Of Suburbans and Sacrifices – April 15, 2018 
 
Our little AMC Renault was full up with little Logan, Acacia, & Shiloh. Ransom was on 
the way. And unless we wanted to strap him to the top of the car, we needed 
something bigger for the family but also for hauling hay-bales and chicken feed. I found 
the big brown suburban in the Seattle Times classifieds. Perfect: pristine inside and 
out, lots of space, a few thousand miles on it.  It was perfect for our family. It provided 
freedom and access and helped bring order to a lot of areas of our life.  
We were delighted with it, and couldn’t imagine anything taking its place.  
 
In a much grander sense that’s the way our Hebrews [slide] felt about the Law and the 
Priesthood and the Sacrifices and the Temple. Out of all the tribes of people in all the 
earth God had chosen to give the Law and Tabernacle/Temple and all its festivals, 
requirements and sacrifices to the people of Israel.  The practices of the law provided 
access to God and freedom from the guilt of sin. And the Law’s precepts brought order 
and right-living to the Nation of Israel- so long as they obeyed them. They couldn’t 
imagine anything taking the place of the First Covenant and all of its trappings.  
 
The author of Hebrews has already referenced the obsolescence of the first covenant 
but he opens the next segment [ch9] referencing the glories of the First Covenant. 
[slide] 1 Now the first covenant had regulations for worship and also an earthly sanctuary. 2 A tabernacle was 

set up. In its first room were the lampstand and the table with its consecrated bread; this was called the Holy 

Place. 3 Behind the second curtain was a room called the Most Holy Place, [slide] 4 which had the golden 

altar of incense and the gold-covered ark of the covenant. This ark contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron’s 

staff that had budded, and the stone tablets of the covenant. 5 Above the ark were the cherubim of the Glory, 

overshadowing the atonement cover. But we cannot discuss these things in detail now. 
 
The description is focused on the Tabernacle [slide]  [Tent of meeting] the traveling 
worship center Israel used from Mt. Sinai to King Solomon- @480 years. God’s primary 
purpose for the Tabernacle is simply this: [slide] 8 “Let them construct a sanctuary for Me, that I 

may dwell among them. [Ex. 25-31: construction]]   
Hebrews doesn’t mention the tabernacle had a courtyard. Bronze pillars and linen 
sheets declared that stepping through the beautiful hand-woven gate was moving 
closer to God- not something to be taken lightly. 
 
The Tent, itself had two rooms. [slide] The first called The Holy Place. On your left is 
the golden lampstand, solid gold to look like a blossoming almond tree- six branches off a center 

stem [menorah]. It burned continuously as a symbol of God’s continuous watchfulness 
over his people. On your right is an acacia-wood table overlaid with gold. Twelve 
loaves of bread were continuously present before God. This was a symbol of God’s 
continuous provision and our continuous need for that provision.  
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Now according to Exodus the altar of incense was in this first room centered in front of 
the cherubim-embroidered veil that concealed the second room, the Most Holy Place. 

Hebrews’ author puts it inside the Most Holy Place.  
Regardless of its placement, the Altar of Incense is a small, square, acacia-wood 
altar, overlaid with gold- with golden horns worked onto each corner [Day of Atonement].  

The burning incense represented God’s continuous presence. And, like the cloud on the 

Mt. Sinai, the smoke functioned as a veil to protect priests from an encounter with the undiminished 
presence of God. 
 
The important piece in the 2nd room, the Most Holy Place  [slide] was the Ark of the 
Covenant, an acacia-wood box overlaid in gold with a lid made of solid gold and 
featuring gold figures of Cherubim- one at either end of the ark- face down, wings outstretched 

overshadowing the lid. The lid was called the Atonement cover and was one of the 
places the High priest sprinkled the blood of animals to atone for the people’s sins.  
The items our author places in the ark [manna/staff/stone tablets] are all for the remembrance of 
God’s ongoing choice to work with the people of Israel to save his Creation.  

 
The ark remained in the Most Holy Place in the Tent and then in Solomon’s Temple up until 
Jerusalem fell to Nebachudnezzer in 587. It was most likely carried off as plunder but legends and 
conspiracy theories and action movies abound. 

One last thing about the Most Holy Place and the Ark that every Jew would know  
[slide] : the Most Holy Place was an extension of Gods Heavenly throne room. And the Ark was 

understood to be part of God’s throne.  Psa. 99:1 The Lord… is enthroned above the cherubim… Is 66:1 

“Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool…”  

The Ark of the Covenant was that earthy footstool- part of Yahweh Elohim’s own 
throne. Entering the Most Holy Place was to enter a convergence of Heaven and Earth- an earthy 

point of God’s heavenly presence. To be in the Most Holy Place was to have intimate access to God. 
  

What a staggeringly glorious thing the Tabernacle was for Israel: A visual proclamation 
of God’s continuous watchfulness, provision, authority, mercy and constant intimate 
presence. It brought order to life, freedom from the guilt of sin and access to the Living God 

–so long as the people kept the law.   

 
That was the problem 8:9 …they did not remain faithful to my covenant, and I turned away from them, 

declares the Lord. Neither the law, nor the Tabernacle nor the sacrifices, nor God’s 
dwelling among them could fix the people’s sinful nature.  
The mechanics of the system were flawed and hindered by weakness.  
 
Not unlike our beloved, ugly, brown Suburban. [slide]  In the beginning it was 
perfectly reliable. We fearlessly drove it everywhere. But as it aged its flaws began 
to stick out. It threw a rod needing an engine rebuild, [slide]  the floor padding came 
loose, and the [slide]  upholstery wore out, the [slide]   back window refused to rise or 
fall, the fan died, [slide]  the grill was smashed out, and algae was gowing beneath the 
clear-coat finish. We began to be uncertain of just how far it could drive. So we 
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limited its use to the short trip to the Farmer’s Market and back. But even as flawed as 
it was, even though we were becoming aware that it might not be able to get us where 
we needed to go, we were very attached to it and didn’t want anything else.  
So long as it was still functioning... we didn’t need another option.  
 
[slide]  So the Law, the tabernacle and its sacrifices begin to show their weaknesses, 
their wear and tear. The point of the Tabernacle was God’s presence with the 
people. But while the people might enter the courtyard, they were not allowed to enter 
the the Holy Place. Only descendants of Aaron who were Priests could get that 
close to God- entering to tend the lampstand and the sacred bread.  
[slide]  6 When everything had been arranged like this, the priests entered regularly into the outer room to 

carry on their ministry.  
But The Most Holy Place –the place of God’s presence- was even further restricted. 
[slide]   7 But only the high priest entered the inner room, and that only once a year, and never without 

blood, which he offered for himself and for the sins the people had committed in ignorance.  
God’s holiness was such that access to God by fallen humanity was limited by rank 
[high priest only], frequency [once annually], and disposition [blood]. One guy, once a 
year, only with sacrificial blood. [slide] See… 9:8 The Holy Spirit [indicates] was showing by this that the 

way into the Most Holy Place had not yet been disclosed as long as the first tabernacle was still functioning. 
 
Though God’s desire was to dwell among his people, the sinfulness of humanity 
kept God and the people separated. And, despite the law and the tabernacle, 
nothing was going to improve any time soon because the access to God was 
restricted due to the fact that [v9] [slide] 9 … the gifts and sacrifices being offered were not able to 

clear the conscience of the worshiper.   
To come into the presence of God Humanity needed a deep internal cleansing, 
not a moist towelette- like the sacrificial system.  9:13 says the blood of sacrificial livestock may 

be good for a cleansing ceremony. It may wipe down your outside- freshen you up a bit.  
But according to 9:9 all the sacrifices in the world weren’t able to clear the conscience [heart, 

mind, soul] of the worshiper.  They were just external regulations, place holders, until God revealed 
something better  [See Heb 8: 10-12 New Covenant]  
 

And because of that- so far as anyone could see- there was no way in to God’s presence 
for the rest of us.  So long as the first tabernacle [temple] was still functioning, no other 
way in to the Most Holy Place seemed possible, or it simply hadn’t appeared yet.  
 
But, of course, Jesus, fully human in every way and fully God, entered our world. As 
John says; “14…the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us…” Also in John, Jesus called 
himself “The Way” to God.  [slide] Our Hebrews were introduced to him and 
embraced him as Lord, God, and forever High Priest. The new way into the Most 
Holy Place is disclosed- AND IT’S JESUS!! 
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When our beloved ugly brown suburban ceased to function [transmission failure] it 
became clear that a new way to the Market had to be found. And, as most of you 
know, we bought a new [to us] suburban [BGV] [slide] …to do our Market hauling and to 
be a second car when one is needed.   
And while the Big Ugly Brown Suburban was familiar and friendly and dear to our 
heart, the new one is utterly superior: No algae is growing beneath its clear coat. It drives: 

Forward and backward. The back doors open without a wrestling match and close without slamming. 
The windows go up and down. The fan works so there’s heat and defrost and a radio and a third 
bench seat if we want it and marvelous little storage spaces and cubby holes for holding all our stuff 

there’s even a cup-holder for Rebekah’s tea- it’s paradise on four wheels. It’s already proven itself 
to be an excellent New Way in to Market. [slide]  With the exception of a lack of 
nostalgia The New is superior to the old in every way.  
 
And this is the comparison our author is trying to convey to our Hebrews: Whatever your 

nostalgic feelings are toward the law and sacrifices and the temple: Jesus is superior to them all.  
The New Way that God has brought you is superior to the Old. 
 
The High Priest, a weak man [7:28], enters an earthy sanctuary built by sinful men [9:7]. 

[slide]  9:11 But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now already here, he went 

through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not made with human hands, that is to say, is not a part of 

this creation.  And just to be clear we are not talking about some sort of literal tabernacle 
just down the golden street from the throne. V24 gives us clarity: [slide]  9:24 For Christ 

did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself, now to 

appear for us in God’s presence. 
 
The High Priest, for all his ceremonial washings and holy preparations,  is a sinful man walking 
into a man made tent. For our sake Jesus, in all his bodily resurrected humanity, ascends to 
literally THE Most Holy Place, Heaven itself, to the presence of God to open the way 
into God’s Presence for us, which none of Aaron’s priests could do.  
 
The earthy High Priest enters an earthy tent with blood that is not his own [9:25], the 
blood of livestock, calves and goats and bulls [9:7 & 12] which, at best, resulted in an 
external, ceremonial cleansing.  
But Jesus is superior because [slide] : 9:12 He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and 

calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption.  

What is the blood of created beasts- not made in the image of God- compared to the [slide] 
lifeblood of the man Jesus of Nazareth, who is …the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 

representation of His Being… [1:3]. 
 
And while we’re thinking about v12, remember while the Earthy high priest goes in and 
out of the Most Holy Place every year, again and again offering endless but useless 
sacrifices, Jesus entered once and only once for All. [slide] 9:12 …he entered the Most 

Holy Place once for all by his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption.  
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And as we said earlier the tabernacle sacrifices  [slide] 13 The blood of goats and bulls and the 

ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly 

clean. A moist towelette at worst and a holy sink-bath at best making for an outward 
purity but doing NOTHING for the heart, mind, and soul – and giving no access to the 
Most Holy place. [Remember 9:9-10.]  
 
But because of the superiority of Jesus Christ, [slide]  because he is the one truly 
Human being [our representative], because he is God’s Messiah, because he is the 
radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of God’s being, because He 
willingly gave up his unblemished [meaning sinless- Heb 4:15] life to God- his self-
sacrifice truly IS powerful enough to do a deep cleanse on all human hearts, minds, 
and souls and obtain eternal redemption [9:12] for ALL of God’s Creation. 
 
His utterly superior sacrifice clears our consciences from acts that lead to death [both 

useless works and acts of idolatry] so that we can enter the most holy place and …approach 

God’s throne of Grace boldly to receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need [4:16].   

And, as always, the point of our cleared con-sciences, the point of our free 
entrance into the Most Holy Place, the point of our eternal salvation is [slide]  the 
honor of joyful service to the living God. This is glorious news that should make anyone 
retreating from Christ grab ahold of Him anew. 
 
Our author is working hard to impress upon his people the superiority of Jesus 
Christ and the New Covenant over the God-given First Covenant they have lived all 
their lives. Due to persecution and hardship our Hebrews are on the brink of backing 
away from Jesus and retiring back to Judaism which is both acceptably practiced in 
Rome and familiar and comfortable. 
 
Think about how you feel about your faith. [slide]  The practice of it, it’s glories, it’s 
beauty- How you feel among the candles and Christmas lights here in worship on 
Christmas Eve or the Joy you’ve experienced as we give thanks on Thanksgiving and 
sing Great is Thy Faithfulness, or the Joy of Easter Sunday calling out Christ is 
Risen…. Or those moments when Rachel and Vi are playing some beloved Hymn like 
Wonderful Grace of Jesus. Think about the cumulative effect of those feelings from 
year upon year of the practice of your Faith. Now imagine an authority telling you: You 

can’t get to God that way. Those practices aren’t effective to save you. All of your worship was just a 
transitional stage. It was never able to clear your conscience. It was just external regulations. You 
need to ditch the old and take up the New. Imagine the struggle of the heart and mind. 
 

It was hard enough saying goodbye to our Ugly Brown Suburban. [slide]  Twenty-

seven years and 460,000 miles and a whole lot of family living that happened. Dozens of kids 
transported, as well as sheep, goats, chickens and dogs- and an engine block full of mice all hauled 
here and there; an unbelievably fun road trip to Disneyland; multiple house moves for us and others; 
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a couple altercations with concrete barriers, one with a water-filled ditch, one with a deer and one with 
a tree. Lots of trips to the dump hauling yard waste and garbage and most of the structure of our old 
garage, and trips to spend the day at the beach with everything we needed in its capacious back end 

and, of course it’s been our Farmer’s Market vehicle hauling for Three Strands Handwovens. [slide]   
It was familiar and filled with good memories. More than a hunk of steel, it was kind of 
a sacred place full of warm and holy associations [slide] - like the temple and its 

ceremonies were to our Hebrews for hundreds and hundreds of years. It was old and broken and 
it could only be trusted to take you so far. [slide]  It was obsolete in so many ways. 
But we loved it, and if we could, we’d have hung on to the Old suburban forever.  
 [slide]  But the New had come. And the New was unquestionably superior.  
But it’s hard to let the old go. 
 

Similarly our Hebrews have known and lived a rich, vibrant, historic faith  
and it has served them well.  
 
But the New Covenant has come not through the blood of bulls and goats offered in 
an earth-bond tent by fallen humans, but through the blood of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, offered once for all in THE Most Holy Place of all- heaven itself- 
cleansing our consciences from acts that lead to death so that they and we can 
serve the Living God. 
 
The first Covenant was important in its day. Mediated by Moses, it provided access to 
God, freedom from the guilt of sin and order to life so far as it could.  
The first covenant was necessary to prepare us for the New Covenant by revealing 
with absolute clarity our weakness, our brokenness our need for something else.  
But it didn’t have the power to take us any further.  
 
slide]  For this we needed a New Mediator of a New Covenant made with a New, once 
for all, sacrifice that would bring eternal redemption to all of God’s Creation.  
 
Thanks be to God we have all of that in Jesus, whom we call Lord and King and 
Friend.   
 
Amen. 
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9 Now the first covenant had regulations for worship and also an earthly sanctuary. 2 A tabernacle was set 

up. In its first room were the lampstand and the table with its consecrated bread; this was called the Holy 

Place. 3 Behind the second curtain was a room called the Most Holy Place, 4 which had the golden altar of 

incense and the gold-covered ark of the covenant. This ark contained the gold jar of manna, Aaron’s staff 

that had budded, and the stone tablets of the covenant. 5 Above the ark were the cherubim of the Glory, 

overshadowing the atonement cover. But we cannot discuss these things in detail now. 

6 When everything had been arranged like this, the priests entered regularly into the outer room to carry 

on their ministry. 7 But only the high priest entered the inner room, and that only once a year, and never 

without blood, which he offered for himself and for the sins the people had committed in ignorance. 8 The 

Holy Spirit was showing by this that the way into the Most Holy Place had not yet been disclosed as long as 

the first tabernacle was still functioning.9 This is an illustration for the present time, indicating that the gifts 

and sacrifices being offered were not able to clear the conscience of the worshiper. 10 They are only a matter 

of food and drink and various ceremonial washings—external regulations applying until the time of the 

new order. 

11 But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now already here,[a] he went through the 

greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not made with human hands, that is to say, is not a part of this 

creation. 12 He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy 

Place once for all by his own blood, thus obtaining[b] eternal redemption. 13 The blood of goats and bulls and 

the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are 

outwardly clean. 14 How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 

himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death,[c] so that we may serve 

the living God! 

15 For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive the 

promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed 

under the first covenant. 

16 In the case of a will,[d] it is necessary to prove the death of the one who made it, 17 because a will is in force 

only when somebody has died; it never takes effect while the one who made it is living. 18 This is why even 

the first covenant was not put into effect without blood.19 When Moses had proclaimed every command of 

the law to all the people, he took the blood of calves, together with water, scarlet wool and branches of 

hyssop, and sprinkled the scroll and all the people. 20 He said, “This is the blood of the covenant, which God 

has commanded you to keep.”[e] 21 In the same way, he sprinkled with the blood both the tabernacle and 

everything used in its ceremonies. 22 In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with 

blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+9&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30117a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+9&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30118b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+9&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30120c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+9&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30122d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+9&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30126e
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23 It was necessary, then, for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these sacrifices, but the 

heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24 For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made 

with human hands that was only a copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in 

God’s presence. 25 Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself again and again, the way the high priest enters 

the Most Holy Place every year with blood that is not his own. 26 Otherwise Christ would have had to suffer 

many times since the creation of the world. But he has appeared once for all at the culmination of the ages 

to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to 

face judgment, 28 so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many; and he will appear a second 

time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him. 

 


