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No Covenant Without Blood – April 22, 2018 
 
A new covenant is coming –and is, in fact, already here. We had the core of it listed for 
us in Heb 8 [quoting Jer 31] and the critical bit was that Humanity’s sin – which, before 

this, been an unstoppable destroyer of our relationship with God and each other- would be fully 
and finally forgiven and forgotten. Jesus brings this new covenant into being. He 
mediates this new agreement; not by going back and forth between parties and 
negotiating and deal-making, threatening and compromising –suit and tie Jesus- 
wining and dining the parties to lobby them into agreement.  
 
No, Jesus mediates the new covenant through nothing less than his own willing 
death. We see it in the previous paragraph [v11-14] [slide] saying: 12 he entered the Most 

Holy Place once for all by his own blood,… and also: v14 speaking of … the blood of Christ, who 

through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, 
 

And we see it clearly stated in v15 [slide] NIV 15 For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new 

covenant, … now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first 

covenant. Another version of the same: [slide] NLT 15 …For Christ died to set them free from the 

penalty of the sins they had committed under that first covenant.  
TEV handles it this way: [slide] 15 For this reason Christ is the one who arranges a new covenant, so 

that those who have been called by God may receive the eternal blessings that God has promised. This can be 

done because there has been a death which sets people free from the wrongs they did while the first 

covenant was in effect. 

And NAS reads [slide] : NAS Heb. 9:15 For this reason He is the mediator of a  new covenant, so that, 

since a death has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were committed under the first 

covenant… 
 
The last two [TEV & NAS] run a little closer to the Greek original when they say “a 
death has taken place” or “there has been a death.”  Our author assumes that his 
audience will “know” the death he’s referring to is Jesus’ –having just mentioned him as 

Mediator.  
 
In verse 15 [slide] he declares there’s been a death that results in an inheritance.  

[Christ’s death redeems us from our sins so we can enjoy our eternal inheritance.] He’s prepping 
the setup for two supporting examples- one from every day life and one from Torah to 
make the point that forgiveness isn’t cheap. Forgiveness is costly.  
OUR FORGIVENESS BEFORE GOD REQUIRES DEATH. Our redemption from the 
penalty of our falling short of the standard set by the First Covenant REQUIRES 
BLOOD. Without the shedding of blood there is NO forgiveness [22].  
 
This idea is grotesque and barbaric to lots of people today. [slide]  Some of it is 

Christian-bashing. There’s a book entitled: Obssessed with Blood: The crazy things 

Christians believe- which was promoted with this blurb: "Christians are obsessed with blood! 
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They sing about it, declare they are washed in it and even drink it! In this book you will discover 

the crazy background to this Christian obsession and the truth about the bloodthirsty God they 

claim to know and serve.” 

Websites critical of Christians call them “obsessed” with the Cross and suggest that 
our desire to be “washed by the blood of the lamb” is evidence of “serious mass 
mental illness.” But mostly it’s our modern separation from realities of life -like death 
and blood [meat from market/dead at the mortuary]. And part of it is a cultural response to all 
the blood spilled through war and torture and miscellaneous violence of the 20th 
century. [Meanwhile those calling the writings of an ancient culture barbaric are likely ok with atomic 

bombs, abortion as birth control and anti-personell land mines, etc.]  
 
Of course what we’re talking about here is . [slide]  SACRIFICE. The point of an animal 

sacrifice as regulated by Torah was that 1-humans offered something to God that 
represented themselves. [slide]  2- The killing of the animal, the pouring out of its blood 

implies the outpouring of LIFE to cover over sin. And [slide]  3- the effect of both of 

those in bringing a sense of purity, or righteousness to the worshipper 
 
Within the world of Jewish Law there was no forgiveness for sin without sacrifice. It 
was a proverb of the Rabbi’s: “Doesn’t atonement come through the blood?”  Just like v22: 

Without the shedding of blood there is NO forgiveness. [slide]   For forgiveness to come there 

has to be a body, there had to be death…blood. So in verse 15 we hear there’s 
been a death that results in an inheritance which brings up a will.   . [slide]    

Morris died shortly after his 70th birthday. While it was sudden, and his family was shocked, his 
life had been good. A couple months later his family is sitting around the desk of Morris's 
attorney for the reading of the Will. The attorney thanks all of them for coming and then reads 
out Morris's Last Will and Testament. 
"I, Morris Avrahom Levy, being of sound mind, make the following gifts. To my beloved, sweet 
wife Rivkah, I leave my house, my Manhattan apartment, and two million dollars in cash and 
shares. Enjoy darling. To my handsome and hardworking son Paul, I leave my Lexus and 
$800,000 in cash. Keep up the good work, Paul. To my beautiful and clever daughter 
Suzanne, I leave my Jaguar and $800,000 in cash. I love you, darling Suzy.  
And to my brother Henry, who always told me, in no uncertain terms, that 'health' is so much 
more important than 'wealth', I leave my exercise bike and treadmill." 

A silly joke but the truth is nobody would have gotten the house or the jaguar or the 
exercise bike  if Morris had not been confirmed to be dead. 17a because a will is in force only 

when somebody has died;  
 
Now you might say: this is weird, Skip. Why are we talking about a “Will” all of a 
sudden? And the answer is that the same Greek word that means covenant, means 
will [diatheke]. And when it comes to the kind of covenant we call a “will”- 17b it never 

takes effect while the one who made it is living.  Our author’s point from this real-life example is 
that for a covenant [New Covenant] to take effect there has to be a body. There has 
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to be a death. There has to be blood. For there to be an inheritance, the Will 
[covenant] has to be in force, And the will [covenant] is not in force without a death.  
 
This was so even for the first Covenant: . [slide] 18 This is why even the first covenant was not 

put into effect without blood.  
 Our author launches into an historical example, looking back specifically to Exodus 24:3-

8 but also  Lev 14, Ex 12, Num 19 & Ps 51:7. And the point is the part blood played within 
the sacrificial system –the whole purpose of which was to bring the people some 
sense of forgiveness for their sin.  
 
And so our author tells us: Remember Moses at Mt. Sinai, the scroll and all the 
people were sprinkled with the blood of calves. The tabernacle was sprinkled with 
blood. The equipment used in worship was sprinkled with blood. Besides that the blood 
of sacrifices was splashed on the altar, and it was sprinkled on the Atonement cover of 
the ark, and on the floor of the holy of holies and at the entrance of the tabernacle and 
rubbed on the horns of the altar of incense, and sprinkled on the veil of the Holy of 
holies -all of these ceremonies prescribed by God. And Moses called out [slide]  in Ex24 as 

he sprinkled the people with the blood of the sacrifices: 20 …“This is the blood of the covenant, 

which God has commanded you to keep.” 
 
To go into effect even the first covenant required blood for the sake of 
atonement And we wonder why blood?  And I wish I could give you a solid answer. I 
can’t. We are talking about something deeply mysterious that was designed – not for 
us- but for a completely different culture that existed millennia ago. What I can tell you 
is that the use of the blood of animals in Torah is severely regulated by God.   
For instance: 
[slide]   Lev. 17:10     “ ‘Any Israelite or any alien living among them who eats any blood—I will set my face 

against that person who eats blood and will cut him off from his people.  11 For the life of a creature is in the 

blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes 

atonement for one’s life.  12 Therefore I say to the Israelites, “None of you may eat blood, nor may an alien 

living among you eat blood.” [slide] 13 “ ‘Any Israelite or any alien living among you who hunts any animal or 

bird that may be eaten must drain out the blood and cover it with earth,  14 because the life of every creature 

is its blood. That is why I have said to the Israelites, “You must not eat the blood of any creature, because the 

life of every creature is its blood; anyone who eats it must be cut off.” 
 

Consider v11 once more [slide] : Lev 17:11 For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have 

given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for 

one’s life.   
 
Remember the byproduct of sin is death. Remember in Gen 2 when there’s only one 
rule to be obeyed [Don’t eat any fruit from that tree] God says the result of disobedience will 
be “Death.”  [Gen 2:17…for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die.”]   
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I know it sounds like magic in a fantasy novel- but God tells the ancient Hebrews [slide]  that a 

creature’s life is, somehow, contained in its blood. And when the blood of the bull or 
calf or goat is poured out the “life” is poured out with it. And that surrogate “Life force” 
[nephesh] covers over the Death that was the byproduct of sin.  
And…this is very important…the blood of the animal, that is, the life of the animal [slide]   is 

a gift from God for the sake of wiping away our death-sentence and restoring our right 
relationship with God.  Lev 17:11 For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to 

make atonement for yourselves on the altar; 
 
The Hebrew for Atonement is Kaphar and it means “to cover over.” The Life in the 
blood covers over the death from sin. God, in love for the people, out of desire for 
relationship with them gave the people of Israel the animals, that through their blood 
the people’s sin could be dealt with –at least marginally- and they could maintain their 
relationship with God.  
The animals belong to God. They are part of his Created world, with which, the 
scripture says, He is intimately involved with and he sustains it all. [not a sparrow falls].  
Every calf, goat and bull, every burnt offering and sin offering and every offering for the 
Day of Atonement and Passover was part of God’s precious creation, given in love to 
the people so they could live. [slide]    

 
So there was a little girl @ 10 who was suffering from a rare and serious disease. Her little brother- 5 
years old had astonished the doctors by facing and surviving the same disease. His blood contained 
the antibodies needed to combat the illness. He had the “critters” inside him that could prevent death 
from taking his sister.  But he was 5. And he’d already faced a lot of needles and didn’t much like 
them. The parents and the doctor explained the situation and asked the little boy if he would be willing 
to give his blood to his sister. 
There was a moment of hesitation and he became very serious but agreed to the transfusion. As the 
transfusion progressed, he lay in bed next to his sister. She smiled at him. She was already feeling 
better. But the boys smile faded and he got serious and quiet and after a bit asked the nurse tending 
to the transfusion. “Will I start to die right away?”  
The adults hadn’t explained quite as well as they might have. He, being 5, thought that, to save his 
sister, he would have to give ALL HIS BLOOD to his sister- so he figured that meant he would die.  

 
Isn’t that something? Of course it’s an internet legend but it still makes the point. 
For the sake of his sister he was willing to pour out his blood so she could live. For the 
sake of his people, Israel, God, in love gave up part of his beloved creation- critters 
that could, by the life in their blood keep His people in relationship with him- though it 

couldn’t perfect them. Something else was needed to do that: something shocking, and 
scandalous and beyond any of the people’s imaginings. And it had to come at just the 
right time- at the “culmination of the ages.”  [slide]  The love of God for his people, 

actually, for all His Creation, made Him willing to give up His own blood on the 
cross.  
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The earthy tabernacle and its things could be cleansed with blood and water. It was 
only a shadowy copy of Heaven itself. In contrast, to enter God’s presence so as to 
“do away with sin” once for all, would take the willing sacrifice of the life within the 
blood of the unblemished [sinless] Son of God.  

[slide]  9:12 He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy 

Place once for all by his own blood, thus obtaining eternal redemption. [slide]   
**What can wash away my sin? Nothing but the blood of Jesus;  
What can make me whole again? Nothing... 
Oh! precious is the flow That makes me white as snow; 
No other fount I know, Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
**For my pardon, this I see, Nothing but the blood of Jesus;  
For my cleansing this my plea, Nothing ... 

 
And let me make something clear: we are NOT talking about Jesus ascending to Heaven with a 
golden bowl of His own blood and splashing it around the Footstool of God in imitation of the 

earthy High Priests.  Jesus ascended to Heaven, to God’s presence [v24] on our behalf -
which, by the way, the Greek word translated presence has, as its first meaning “face” So Jesus, in 

his resurrected humanity stands before the face of God on our behalf.  He was able to enter, not 
because he carried blood with him but because of the innocent blood he spilled for the 
sake of Love when He was crucified. 
 
[slide] In my research this week I ran into this National Geographic article by Patrick J. 

Kiger entitled How Did Crucifixion Kill A Person. It explains some of what our God went 
through when, in Love, He sacrificed himself for us.  
Just how crucifixion killed its victims precisely has long been debated. But its most lethal effect was 
that it interfered with the prisoner’s ability to breathe. Repeated lashes with the flagrum would break 
ribs, damage torso muscles and possibly lacerate lungs- all making the ability to breathe normally 
difficult. In this state the prisoner was forced to carry the crossbeam to the execution site weakening 
him further. The Romans then attached the prisoner to the cross –sometimes with ropes but often by 
nailing. The feet  were nailed vertically keeping the knees bent at @45˚ angle. A French surgeon in 
the 50s proposed that nails driven through the wrists would sever the median nerve and cause 
intense pain. But he also concluded that the palms would be able to sustain the weight of the victim. 
 
“As the cross beam was put into place, the prisoner’s thigh muscles would eventually fail, so that he 
couldn’t support himself with his legs. That, in turn, transferred his body weight to his arms, pulling his 
shoulders from their sockets. He was left in a position in which his chest and rib cage were thrust 
forward. As Jeremy Ward, a physiologist at King’s College London explained to the Guardian 
newspaper in 2004: "The weight of the body pulling down on the arms makes breathing extremely 
difficult." In some instances, when the Romans wanted to prolong the suffering, they might attach a 
sedile, or seat, to the cross, which reportedly allowed some victims to survive for days. …they 
probably did not provide a sedile for Jesus, since Jewish scripture barred executioners from leaving a 
condemned person on the cross overnight.  
 
As the prisoner struggled to get air, the lack of oxygen in the blood would damage his body’s tissues 
and blood vessels. That, in turn, would allow fluid to diffuse out of the blood into the tissues, including 
the lungs and heart sac. The lungs would stiffen, and the pressure around the heart would make it 
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more difficult to pump. The decreased oxygen also would damage the heart muscle, which could 
cause cardiac arrest. Either way, an agonizing death eventually would result. … But regardless of 
exactly what caused a condemned prisoner to die on the cross, one thing is clear. Crucifixion was a 
grotesquely cruel form of execution…” 

 
And this singular, scandalous sacrifice of his perfect, truly-human, unblemished 
lifeblood was powerful enough to effect, once for all, the absolute and eternal 
redemption of every molecule of His beloved Creation- and especially His image-
bearing humans.  
 
Which means -unlike the earthy priests entering the Most Holy Place year after year with the same 

sacrifices repeated endlessly- Jesus singular act meant- as he shouted from the cross [slide]: 

“It is finished.” As the Sacrifice for the world He does not need to offer himself again 
and again. Once is enough. [slide] 26b But he has appeared once [for all] at the culmination of the 

ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 Just as people are destined to die once, and after that to 

face judgment, 28 so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many; and he will appear a second 

time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for him. 
 
Admittedly this is a challenging and technical part of Hebrews. It’s aimed at intellect 
rather than emotion. It is deep Judeo-Christian theology rather than holy, feel-good, 
love poetry. But look once more at v15. [slide] 15 For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new 

covenant, that those who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died 

as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant. 
Jesus mediates this New Covenant through the Cross. He dies as a ransom to set us 
free from our sinful selfishness. And His reason for doing so is that we might 
“receive the promised eternal inheritance.” 
 
While there’s nothing mushy or lovey-dovey there it is obvious that Jesus self-
sacrifice is all about you. [slide] His bloodied back and pierced hands and feet were 

to secure for you your “promised eternal inheritance.”  
His cosmic, once for all, self-sacrifice was all about God’s love for you,  
And He will appear a second time … to bring salvation to those waiting for Him.  
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15 For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may receive 
the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them free from the sins 
committed under the first covenant. 
 
16 In the case of a will, it is necessary to prove the death of the one who made it, 17 because a will is 
in force only when somebody has died; it never takes effect while the one who made it is 
living. 18 This is why even the first covenant was not put into effect without blood. 
 
19 When Moses had proclaimed every command of the law to all the people, he took the blood of 
calves, together with water, scarlet wool and branches of hyssop, and sprinkled the scroll and all the 
people. 20 He said, “This is the blood of the covenant, which God has commanded you to keep.” 
21 In the same way, he sprinkled with the blood both the tabernacle and everything used in its 
ceremonies. 22 In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without 
the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. 
 
23 It was necessary, then, for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these sacrifices, 
but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 24 For Christ did not enter a 
sanctuary made with human hands that was only a copy of the true one; he entered heaven 
itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence.  
 
25 Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself again and again, the way the high priest enters the Most 
Holy Place every year with blood that is not his own. 26 Otherwise Christ would have had to suffer 
many times since the creation of the world. But he has appeared once [for all] at the culmination of 
the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself.  27 Just as people are destined to die 
once, and after that to face judgment, 28 so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many; 
and he will appear a second time, not to bear sin, but to bring salvation to those who are waiting for 
him. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


