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Draw Near – April 29, 2018 
 
If you’re visiting with us, we are in the midst of a long-term study of the NT book of 
Hebrews. This book, found in the NT with “The Letters,” is not really a letter at all. It’s a 
sermon, written down and sent off to a congregation of Jews- probably in Rome- who had 
concluded Jesus WAS the Messiah, the Son of the Living God and had begun to follow 
him. Then persecution of Christians arose in Rome both from their Jewish neighbors 
as well as from Roman officials. Following Jesus has become hard, harder than they 
expected so they are thinking about quietly stepping away from the Son of God and his 
sacrifice and retiring back to the comfort & relative safety of Judaism. 
 
[slide] Ch10 takes everything that has come before- all the strands of argument our author 

has been spinning- to show Jesus and his sacrifice are not only superior to the Law and 
its sacrifices but that from the beginning, Jesus and his “once for all sacrifice” on the 
cross was always Yahweh’s intended end game. To retreat into Judaism now that 
Jesus has come is to run away from God and his will.  
 
So I’m going to take you up to 30,000 feet for a quick overview of verses 1-18 and then 
we’ll drop down and hover over v19-25 so we can focus on the authors important 
[surprising] application, the upshot of everything that’s gone before – considered to be 
The Main Exhortation of the letter. 
 
So let’s head up to cruising altitude and have a look. [slide]  At this height we see we 

have one thesis statement in v1 and four “proofs” of that statement leading us to the 
conclusion at v19.   
 
When we break it down the stark thesis statement is this: [slide]  10:1: The law…can 

never…make perfect those who draw near to worship. The Law is portrayed as “shadow” 
rather than substance, so its “endlessly repeated sacrifices are useless in “perfecting” 
us for God’s presence [I’m reminded of Ps 14 and Rom 3 both telling us:  As it is written: “There is 

no one righteous, not even one…”] [perfect=complete not flawless]    [slide]   
 
Proof #1 is in v2-4. [slide]  If the Law’s sacrifices worked we’d be perfected by now and 

the sacrifices would have ceased because they’d be pointless. But they haven’t ceased 
and the people aren’t perfect. Because 10:1: The law…can never…make perfect those who draw 

near to worship.  . [slide]   
 
Proof #2 [slide] is in v5-10. Our author puts the words of Psalm 40 into Messiah’s 

mouth: God doesn’t want or like the Law’s sacrifices.  Because 10:1: The law…can never…make 

perfect those who draw near to worship.  So God sets the Law aside establishing the New 
Covenant in which the incarnate Christ does God’s will. [slide]  [What was God’s will that 
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Jesus came to do: 1. Live a truly human bodily life, 2. Be tempted like us but without sin 3.  Executed on a 
cross, 4. Resurrected to new bodily life, 5. Appear to his followers  6. Ascend to the throne of God.]  

  
Proof #3 [slide] in v11-14. Standing means you’re still working. Being seated means 

your work is done. The priests are still standing, repeatedly offering the Law’s impotent 
sacrifices. Because 10:1: The law…can never…make perfect those who draw near to worship. 

Jesus sacrificed himself once and then sat down at the throne of God 14 For by one 

sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy. [slide] 
 
Proof #4: [slide] v15-18 The New Covenant envisioned us “made perfect” and “being 

made holy.”  The forgiveness of our sins & Lawless acts once for all makes us perfect 
forever –fit for God’s presence.  God’s law embedded in our hearts and minds over time 
make us more like Jesus. And if God’s law is embedded in our hearts and minds and 
our sins are forgiven sacrifices are no longer necessary. Which is good because 
10:1: The law…can never…make perfect those who draw near to worship.  [slide] 
 
The Law did not have the power to “perfect” those who “draw near to worship.” The law 
gave no assurance or confidence before God because they weren’t perfect or even 
being made holy. They could not boldly approach God’s throne of Grace –unless they were the 

High Priest once a year with blood. There was no WAY INTO the Most Holy Place for 
them.  But all that changed with Jesus. 
 
[slide] Because Jesus “came to do God’s will” 10 …we have been made holy through the sacrifice 

of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. And because Jesus, the Son of God and our great high 
priest offered himself as our perfect sacrifice 14 … he has made perfect forever those who are 

being made holy. [the process of being sanctified, being consecrated] 
 
In his intro to this passage NT Wright tells a story from his childhood about his mother needing his 
help to bring many bags of groceries into the house- many more than usual. He’d noticed she’d been 
on the phone a lot more than usual- calling up lots of people. And she’d been unusually busy bustling 
about the house cleaning and organizing and even getting his help polishing the silver and 
straightening the main rooms of the house. In his own childish world he didn’t think much about it until 
a couple days later the doorbell rings and keeps on ringing as people keep arriving. IT’S A PARTY!  
It’s a big, big party! That’s what all the shopping, polishing and cooking had been about.  

 
It’s the same with this letter. Everything that has come before has been leading us here 
to v22ff. This section is “the primary reason we have come all this way.” It is “the 
main exhortation of the epistle.” That means that all the scripture quotes and warnings 
and arguments about the weakness of the law and the superiority of Jesus - as God’s 

Son, Great High Priest, Mediator of the New Covenant and the one to live a “truly human life” – has 
all been to get our Hebrews to the place where our author can say to them [and us]: 
.[slide] The celebration is ready: LET’S COME TO WORSHIP!  
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At v 19 we get the pivot –the “therefore…” and a micro-summary of the entire book 
so far. [slide] 
19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of 

Jesus,  20 by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body,  

21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God,  

Allow me to paraphrase: Since our high priest Jesus stands ready to welcome us into 
the house of God, since the way through the curtain is opened because of His 
sacrifice, and since by His blood we have confidence to enter the Throne Room of 
God. Then Let’s do it!! Let’s come to worship!!  
 [slide] LET’S DRAW NEAR TO GOD!!  

 
That’s right, this –all this- ultimately leads us to Gathered Worship and its critical 
significance to faithfully following Jesus. Think about it, if the way in to the Living God – 

which had always been shut to our Hebrews- was now wide open because of Jesus why 
wouldn’t they set everything aside to draw near to God? 
 

But, of course our Hebrews –some of them anyway- are backing away from Jesus.  
And when you start to back away from Jesus, you don’t really want to hang around with folks who are 

all about Jesus. So you stop showing up at Love feasts- the celebration of the Lord’s Supper- 
and you find lots of reasons to miss Gathered worship- its weirdness, the singing, the 
sermon, the people? 
   
Of course the Enemy knows the effectiveness and power of The Church unified in 
gathered worship. But he also knows how useful The Church can be in convincing 
people they don’t need to Gather together. 
[slide]   
C.S. Lewis says it perfectly in the voice of demonic Uncle Screwtape to his nephew 
Wormwood. 
One of our great allies at present is the Church itself. Do not misunderstand me. I do not mean the 
Church as we see her spread out through all time and space and rooted in eternity, terrible as an 
army with banners. That, I confess, is a spectacle which makes our boldest tempters uneasy. But 
fortunately it is quite invisible to these humans. All your patient sees is the half-finished, sham Gothic 
[construction] on the new building estate. When he goes inside, he sees the local grocer with rather 
an oily expression on his face bustling up to offer him one shiny little book containing a liturgy which 
neither of them understands, and one shabby little book containing corrupt texts of a number of 
religious lyrics, mostly bad, and in very small print. When he gets to his pew and looks round him he 
sees just that selection of his neighbours whom he has hitherto avoided. You want to lean pretty 
heavily on those neighbours. Make his mind flit to and fro between an expression like ‘the body of 
Christ’ and the actual faces in the next pew. Work hard, then, on the disappointment or anticlimax 
which is certainly coming to the patient during his first few weeks as a churchman. 

 
Disappointment could keep us from Gathered Worship –we certainly don’t seem like 

anything that would make demons tremble.  



 4 

Of course even in the first century world some thought you could get your Christianity 
to Go. “Yeah, I believe Jesus is Lord but I don’t need to hang out with those guys. I’ll just practice 

the principles privately and I’ll be fine.” 

FF Bruce in his proper, scholarly way, says of 1st century believers: [slide]   “levity, 

laziness or weariness were often enough to detach a person from the society. A vainglorious sense of 
superiority, and of being able to dispense with the spiritual aid of the society, was also the means of 
inducing many to withdraw from the fellowship and from common worship.”  
[I’m comfortably spiritually mature. They have nothing to offer me.] 

 
Now for our Hebrews it might not be laziness or disappointment with the people. It 
might be fear; fear of persecution because you were a Christian. It’s a lot easier to escape 

notice if you don’t attend Christian Worship meetings. It’s safer not to show up.  

 
Hebrews response to every excuse to avoid Gathered Worship is: [slide] 
Unacceptable. Considering everything God has done for us from the call of Abraham 
to this present moment- especially everything God has done for us in and through 
Jesus Christ- who appeared once for all at the culmination of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice 

of himself [9:26]; considering all that, how can any follower of Jesus give a pass to 
gathered worship. To do so might mean you’re worshipping something other than 
God. [But my kids are playing soccer, But I had to work all week long, But I’m way behind on this 

project, But it’s my only day off, But the pastor’s a nag, But there might be persecution.] 

None of that matters.  
All believers now have an open invitation to come into the Most Holy Place. We are 
passionately urged [exhorted, encouraged] by the Word of God to draw near to Him in 
gathered worship. Period. No excuses. But there are expectations about how we 
draw near to God. [slide] 
 
First: when we draw near to God, we draw near with a sincere heart.  [slide] The Greek is 

literally a “true heart.” No pretense of devotion will do. Jesus tells us in Matthew that 
the Pure in Heart are blessed because they will see God [Matt 5:8].  Every one of us, as 
followers of Jesus, are to be “pure in heart.” Which shouldn’t be so hard because thanks to 

Jesus and the New Covenant we all have God’s laws “written on our hearts”- embedded in our 

psyche. And this effects a change from the inside out so that we begin to live and act as 
the Human beings God intended us to be.  Before we draw near to God we should 
check that our hearts are true. Phony devotion is unacceptable.  
 
Second: we draw near with the full assurance that faith brings. [slide]  Faith in what?  Faith 

in Jesus and in everything God has done for us through Him, which is what this entire 
message has been about: He’s superior to angels, to the Law, to Moses, to Abraham, to the 

Priesthood, to the Tabernacle, to the Old Covenant. He is the Son of God, the Great High Priest and 

the one Truly Human Being. He died on the cross, He rose again, He ascended to the 
throne of God making it possible for us to Draw near to God. That ought to be enough for 

the assurance our author is calling for in Gathered Worship. 
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Third:  We draw near having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience…  [slide]   
This is, of course, referencing the sprinkling of the people by Moses…  
…or the Ark of the Covenant by the Priests with the blood. That sprinkling was only 
good for an external cleansing. It couldn’t do anything for the heart or mind.  
It couldn’t deep clean the soul. Most of us have some sort of blot on our psyche, some sin 

that makes us feel ashamed all over again, something we really don’t want people to know about. 
But, thanks be to God, this sprinkling is based on the sacrifice of Jesus, whose blood 
can deep clean our guilty conscience so we can draw near to God.  
 
Fourth:  We draw near having our bodies washed with pure water. [slide]  It may be a reference 

to water baptism. It may be a reference to the washings the High Priest went through in 
preparation for the Day of Atonement sacrifices or it may refer to “ the water for 
impurity” which was made from the “ashes of the red heifer.” Whatever the reference I 
think the point is that we are physical, bodily creatures and the purifying action of 
Jesus bodily sacrifice cleanses our physical person as well as our heart- so we can 
Draw Near to God. 
 
Also, in our drawing near to God in gathered worship we must . [slide]  hold 

unswervingly to the hope we profess, We need to hold fast to our hope in Christ- the hope that 
looks forward to what God is doing in us and for us. I am fighting waves of discouragement 

every single day coming at me from all directions, disdain for the environment, the growing overt 
nature of racism, the rich getting richer at the expense of the poor, and mass shooting, after mass 

shooting after mass shooting and through it all a marked lack of human mercy and grace.  
As we gather to focus on the God we have come to know through Jesus- who has been 

unswervingly faithful to God and us- we must remember and hold fast our hope in Christ. 

Remember we read in ch6 19 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. 

 
So as we Draw near to God in Gathered Worship- as we come together at First Baptist 

Church every Sunday- we do so with a sincere heart, an assured faith in Jesus, 
remembering we are deep-cleansed from sin internally and outwardly and we look to 
our hope and hold tight.  
 
And then, as we draw near to God together, we . [slide] consider how we may spur one another 

on toward love and good deeds, As we draw near to God remembering all the love and good 
He has done for us we should, naturally consider how we might imitate his love and 
good works in our own world. And Even more how we might provoke or incite one 
another to engage in loving and serving others. Have you ever thought on a 
Sunday morning: what can I say today to provoke people to love Port Townsend for Jesus? What 

can I include in my conversation that might spur someone to some act of service?  According to 
Hebrews author that should be a primary piece of our Drawing Near to God in 
Gathered Worship.  
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Here’s the thing: You’re responsible to God for me. And I’m responsible to God 
for you. And each of us is responsible to God for the other- for the spiritual and 
physical well-being of the other.[slide]  which is why we should not be  25 …giving up 

meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, 
 
If you’re not here,  your True Heart will not touch mine. If you’re not here, the 
assurance of your faith will not strengthen mine. If you’re not gathering with us, your 
cleansed heart and body can’t inspire me; neither can your hope encourage me to hold 
fast in the face of those waves of discouragement. And obviously if you’re not here 
you’re not inciting me to do good in the world in Jesus’ name.  
 
Please hear me when I read this: “Every Christian needs the encouragement of every 
other Christian.” NO ONE IS SUPERFLUOUS. Remember the proverb: Prov. 27:17 As 

iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another. Without you I’m about as sharp as a bowl 
of .[slide] pasta.  And understand this: encouragement flows from you without you 

saying a word. You being here, dedicated to drawing near to God, singing with gusto, 
fully engaged in drawing near to God- that is a powerful shot of encouragement to 
me and to everyone in the room.  
 
We are a mobile society. And loyalty to institutions hardly exists any more. Pew survey 
stats on church attenders tell us folks perceive themselves to be regular attenders if 
they’re present “once or twice a month.”  I’ve seen that many places but most 
recently in an online article entitled: “Are We Going To Church Today?” The New 
Question of Sunday Morning.” Hebrews doesn’t think there should be any question. 
 
Hebrews, part of the inspired, written Word of God will have none of that- that goes 

for the whole NT as well. The fact of the matter is that this “following Jesus thing” was 
designed to function with all of us together in gathered worship as often as possible. 
[slide] We cannot encourage one another if we are not together.  

We cannot provoke goodness or inspire with hope if we are not together.  
And honestly, after everything God, has done for us through Christ why would we 
refuse to gather together and draw near to God.? 
 
Actions To Consider:  
Begin in May: keep a calendar of your church attendance  
through September –yes the good weather vacation months.  
If you didn’t attend note what kept you away  
and note if you attended worship elsewhere  
OR… 
For next Sunday begin planning how you might incite 
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Fellow church attenders to love and good works.  
Experiment for a few weeks.  
Drop Skip a note on the progress 
 


