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For a little over 3 years an unusual itinerant Rabbi has been making his way about 
Palestine. He is loved by some. He is feared by some. Some hope he will be king and 
others hope he will just make himself clear. Some want him to go away and others 
want him dead. Some love him but still understand only part of what he says.  
 
His strange message is “The Kingdom of God is at hand” and we should “change our minds” 
and “believe the good news that it is” and live like like we believe it. But he’s more than an 
ordinary teacher. That’s clear from the rumors of miraculous signs and incredible 
healings attributed to him.  
But just how much more is the question?  
Is he the Messiah, a King like David or Solomon?  At this point some think so. 
Though he lives more like an outlaw than a King- and he’s not very adept at the art of 
politics.  
Is he a Con Artist? If so, he’s the best that’s ever been. But what’s he getting from the 
con? He’s homeless. He only owns the clothes on his back. He certainly doesn’t have 
any money.  
Is he just plain vanilla crazy?  Did somebody drop a hammer on his head in the 
workshop and when he woke up he thought he was God in the flesh? 
 
Whatever he is, he’s determined to go to Jerusalem for this Passover. And the fact 
that a lot of powerful people would like to see him gone doesn’t seem to hinder him. 
It’s as if he has an appointment, a place to be at a particular time, and a certain 
job to be done.  
It’s like he knows his future…  
 
We know that Jesus knew the Hebrew scriptures very well. He quotes them freely. In 
the gospels Jesus specifically quotes 49 different bits of scripture [not counting 

parallels] from Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Deuteronomy, Psalms, Proverbs, Isaiah, Jeremiah, 

Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Amos, Jonah, Micah, and Malachi. And remember 12-year-old Jesus 46 

…sitting in the midst of the teachers, both listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard 

Him were amazed at His understanding and His answers. 

This strange Rabbi knows the scriptures and more specifically he knows the scriptures 
are about Him. At the Last Supper Table Jesus says: Mark 14:21 “For the Son of Man is to go 

just as it is written of Him… 

It was written… 
 
…Messiah would enter Jerusalem on a donkey  Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, 

Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a 

donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. Zech. 9:9 

…Messiah would be betrayed by one close to him Even my close friend, whom I trusted, he 

who shared my bread, has lifted up his heel against me. Psa. 41:9 
…Messiah would be sold out for 30 pieces of silver-thrown into the temple  
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So they paid me thirty pieces of silver. And the LORD said to me,  “Throw it to the potter”—the handsome 

price at which they priced me! So I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them into the house of the LORD 

to the potter. Zech. 11:12-13 

…Messiah would be deserted by his disciples at time of need  
 “Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered, Zech. 13:7 

…Messiah would be beaten & spat upon I offered my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to 

those who pulled out my beard; I did not hide my face from mocking and spitting. Is. 50:6  

 

…Messiah’s Hands & feet would be pierced [crucified- Crucifixion not known to the OT Jews.]  

Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me, they have pierced my hands and my feet. Psa. 

22:16 

…Messiah would be counted among sinners and would intercede for his 
persecutors  …he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the 

sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. Is. 53:12 
…People stare and gamble for Messiah’s clothing  I can count all my bones; people stare 

and gloat over me. They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing. Psa. 22:17-18 
…None of Messiah’s bones would be broken  
…he protects all his bones, not one of them will be broken. Psa. 34:20 

…Messiah would be buried within a rich man’s tomb  He was assigned a grave with the 

wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. Is. 53:9   
Jesus understood himself to be God’s Messiah- the Son of Man- and that he would  
“go just as it is written of Him.” It is safe to say Jesus was not taken by surprise by any of 
these circumstances. He knew.  
 
And because he knew… 
Jesus told his disciples what would happen repeatedly and in great detail 
[Depending on how you count them: Mt 7 times; Mk 7 times; Lk 4 times; Jn 4 times] 

 
Matt. 16:21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer 

many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and on 

the third day be raised to life. 

 

Matt. 17:9   As they were coming down from the mountain, Jesus commanded them, saying, “ Tell the vision to 

no one until  the Son of Man has  risen from the dead.”  

 

Luke 18:31  Then He took the twelve aside and said to them, “Behold,  we are going up to Jerusalem, and  all 

things which are written through the prophets about the Son of Man will be accomplished. 32 “ For He will be  

handed over to the Gentiles, and will be mocked and mistreated and spit upon, 33 and after they have scourged 

Him, they will kill Him; and the third day He will rise again.” 

 
John 10:17 “For this reason the Father loves Me, because I  lay down My life so that I may take it again. 18 “ 

No one has taken it away from Me, but I  lay it down on My own initiative. I have authority to lay it down, and 

I have authority to take it up again.  This commandment I received from My Father.” 
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Mark 9:31 For He was teaching His disciples and telling them, “ The Son of Man is to be delivered into the 

hands of men, and they will kill Him; and when He has been killed, He will rise three days later.” 32 But they 

did not understand this statement, and they were afraid to ask Him. 

Jesus repeatedly told the disciples what would happen to him. He would be Betrayed, 
Condemned to death, Mocked, Whipped, Crucified, AND that he would Rise from the 
dead on the 3rd day 
 
Other incidental evidence of Jesus “knowing” his future… 
• When the woman anointed Jesus’ feet with expensive perfume he told them to 
leave her alone because she had done it to prepare him for his burial [John 12]. 
• In the parable of the wicked vineyard tenants the dramatic conclusion of Jesus 
story is the tenants killing the Son of the vineyard owner [Mat 21]. 
• The Pharisees ask why don’t Jesus’ disciples fast? Jesus answers: “The attendants of the 

bridegroom cannot mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them, can they? But the days will come when the 

bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast.” 

Truthfully, the knowledge of what lay ahead for him [scripture/Spirit/circumstantial] gave 
him a certain “control” over the situation. He had choices and –just like us-  he was free 
to make them.  
 
Jesus could have escaped any time  He’d eluded captors before. 
Luke 4:28-30 All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. They got up, drove him out of 

the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw him down the cliff.  

But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way.  

John 8:59 At this, they picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple 

grounds.  

John 10:39 Again they tried to seize him, but he escaped their grasp. 

 

He could have avoided Jerusalem -simply not have gone there. In Luke the 
Pharisees warn him to run for his life because Herod’s out to get him. But Luke already 
told us: 9:51 When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem [ESV].   
Or from the NAS: He was determined to go to Jerusalem… 

I want to be Jesus. Or- like in Tale of Two Cities- I want to be Carton willingly taking Charles 
Darnay’s place at the guillotine doing a “far, far better thing.” I want to be the guy who runs toward the 
shots fired or the fallen building for the sake of others. But I know how the still-fallen bits of me 
cherish self-preservation. In Jesus’ position with his knowledge, I’d of considered finding a little town 
somewhere and opening up a carpenter’s shop and living a quiet, low-profile life. 

But not Jesus. He told those Pharisees:  
Luke 13:32 “Go tell that fox, ‘I will drive out demons and heal people today and tomorrow, and on the third 

day I will reach my goal.’ 33 In any case, I must keep going today and tomorrow and the next day—for surely 

no prophet can die outside Jerusalem! Jesus was in control of the action -not a victim, but the 
willing servant on a mission from God.  
   
He could have dialed a Heavenly 911 In Matt 26 novice swordsman Peter starts 
trying to protect Jesus. Jesus not only tells him to stop; he tells him Matt. 26:53 Don’t you 
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know that I could call on my Father for help, and at once he would send twelve legions of angels?  [Legion = 
at least 6000] 
    
In the Garden he lets himself be taken 
John 18:4     Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked them, “Who is it you 

want?” 5  “Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there 

with them.)  6 When Jesus said, “I am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground.  7 Again he asked them, 

“Who is it you want?”    And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.”  

8  “I told you that I am he,” Jesus answered. “If you are looking for me, then let these men go.” 9 This happened 

so that the words he had spoken would be fulfilled: “I have not lost one of those you gave me.”  

 
In hearings he does not fumble or hesitate 
Before the Sanhedrin, the Hebrew High Court: 
Matt. 26:63 … the high priest said to Him, “I   adjure You by  the living God, that You tell us whether You are  

the Christ,  the Son of God.”  64 Jesus said to him, “ You have said it yourself; nevertheless I tell you,  hereafter 

you will see  THE SON OF MAN SITTING AT THE RIGHT HAND OF POWER, and  COMING ON THE 

CLOUDS OF HEAVEN.” 

 
Before Roman Governor Pilate 
Jesus is calm and cool facing death, while his accusers are excited and fanatical and 
Pilate is puzzled. 36 Jesus answered, “ My kingdom  is not of this world. If My kingdom were of this 

world, then My servants would be fighting so that I would not be handed over to the Jews; but as it is, My 

kingdom is not of this realm.” 37 Therefore Pilate said to Him, “So You are a king?”  

Jesus answered, “ You say correctly that I am a king. For this I have been born, and for this I have come into 

the world, to testify to the truth.  Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.” 
 
On the Cross –in incredible pain, struggling for every breath- before accusers and supporters alike 
Some women of Jerusalem had a sort of benevolence society that provided a 
painkilling mix of drugged wine for condemned men. But Jesus refused to take it [Matt 

27:34]. He chose to take the “cup” God had given him and drink it down to the dregs 
and experience it all for real.  
He was in control. 
He was in control when he said “Father Forgive them for they don’t know what they do.” 

He was in control when he gave his Mother into the care of his friend John.  
He was in control when receiving the praise of the thief dying beside him and 
promising him paradise. 
He was in control right up to the moment …He said, “ It is finished!” And He bowed His head and  

gave up His spirit. John 19:30 

 
His life was his to lay down or not 
Barclay: “Again and again we are confronted by the fact that at no time did Jesus seem a broken 

figure, a victim of circumstances; at all times he carried himself like a king”   

Jesus himself said: 
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John 10:17 “The Father loves me because I am willing to give up my life, in order that I may receive it back 

again.  18 No one takes my life away from me. I give it up of my own free will. I have the right to give it up, 

and I have the right to take it back. This is what my Father has commanded me to do.”   

 

The point is that Jesus, the God/Man, willingly chose to give his perfect life away to 
redeem All Things. The necessity of a Jewish Messiah to save ALL THINGS, that is to 
save the world, the Kosmos had been foretold since Genesis 3 when God said to the 
serpent that “a seed of the woman” -an offspring of the woman- “will crush your head, and you 

will strike at his heel.”  
 
In willing obedience to the Father’s will He set his course. He pointed himself toward 
Jerusalem knowing the consequences of his choice. The cross was NOT plan B. God 
was not making the best of a situation out of control. Jesus was not collateral damage. 
And He was CERTAINLY NOT the victim of some kind of Cosmic Child abuse 
perpetrated by the Father- as some bonehead critics like to say.   
 
Barclay again: “Jesus was not driven to the cross by force of circumstances. … From the beginning 

Jesus voluntarily and spontaneously thought in terms of the cross.” 

 
As I said Jesus knew the psalms and the prophets. He knew the role of the suffering 
servant of Isaiah. And all of that knowledge of Messiah as Servant and the foreboding 
references to that servants suffering had all been simmered in thirty years of day to 
day living in the first century- which meant a working familiarity with the Romans 
diabolic technology of death. What happened to those who buck the system was common knowledge. 

The driving of nails into wood was intimately familiar to this carpenter’s son. But Jesus 
of Nazareth would also have seen the results of Roman hammers and spikes.  
He knew what crucifixion was. He’d seen it happen. And he was smart enough to 
grasp – from logic, the Spirit, and all that was “written”- that this would be his lot. 
 
Calvin Miller writes: 
 
On with Friday’s grisly business! 
Let the broad arm raise the sledge! 
Let the hammer ring out upon the nails. 
I must not flinch with the crimson flows- 
He’s only a carpenter-a craftsman who claimed too much 
“I need a black nail, soldier.” 
Give me your hand carpenter. What a strange man you are! 
You stretch forth your hand too eagerly-too willingly as though I was 
going to shake it, not nail it to a tree. 
 
Steady man, the first stroke of the hammer is easiest for me and hardest for you. 
For me the first blow meets only the resistance of soft flesh. 
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The hardwood beneath drives much slower. 
For you the first blow is the worse. 
It brings the ripping pain and the bright gore. 
The wood beneath your wrist does not feel and bleed as you do. 
 
Jesus was in control. He had the same ability to choose we all do.   
He could have walked away from the cross.  
But he didn’t because he loves the Father …and because He loves you.  
He said: John 15:13 “ Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends.  

 
My prayer for you as we enter this holy week comes from Ephesians  
Eph. 3:17 I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power,  

together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 

 
Amen! 


