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Over the last few weeks it seems like every time I turn around I’m seeing another 
example of inequality for women in our O’ so enlightened culture. Part of it was the 

coverage of the efforts at a health care law that could allow states to opt out of the Essential Health 
Benefits requirement which currently requires coverage for items like newborn care, cervical cancer 
screenings & Mammograms.  Seems a bit unfair.  And when I heard that the senate committee that 
would write up their version of the bill was made up of 13 white guys!!  Not very representative. 
 

The Gender pay gap remains in the news. Generally women make 80% of what a man 
makes at the same job- though this varies by state: NY: 89% WY 64%. 
 
And I recently saw an article about the Samaritan Woman at the well, asking “Why do we 

assume she was promiscuous, rather than the victim of poverty or circumstances?” And I saw 
another about Mary Magdalene wondering why we remember her as a prostitute 
[wrong] rather than the Apostle to the Apostles 
 
Author Sarah Bessy sought out “Things only Christian Women Hear” on Twitter.  
The response was ugly and embarrassing to the whole body of Christ. For instance: 

 “Now that you've had a baby, you'll probably be less passionate about your ministry calling.” 

 “We don't permit women to preach here, but you can ‘share.’” 

 “You're too strong honey. You've got to let him lead if you want a man.” 

 “Your period is punishment for Eve's sin.” 

 “You are looking at this from a woman's perspective and I am seeing things from a person's 
perspective.” 

 “You have tremendous leadership gifts... it's too bad you weren't born male.” 

 “I fully respect a woman having a career, so long as it's not leadership in church.” 

 "Girl, don't buy a house! How is your husband supposed to feel like a man if he doesn't buy 
your first one?" 

 “You speak five languages and have a doctoral degree? Children's ministry is your calling!” 
 

The ironic thing is that according to historian and author Thomas Cahill, our NT 
scriptures contain the first affirmation of the equality of all men and women “…ever to be 

made in any of the many literatures of the planet.” 28  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave 

nor free man, there is  neither male nor female; for  you are all one in Christ Jesus.  [also 1Cor 11:11-12] 

 
Jesus is our example here.  He never dismissed or made fun of women. He 
respected them as equals.  And the women responded to that respet.  
They came to their own conclusions about Him and his kingdom and became as 
devout and dependable as any of the twelve, even moreso [at the cross.] Today I’m 
going to share five ways women were important to Jesus’ earthy ministry. 
 
They Followed Him 
 Matt. 14:21 There were about five thousand men who ate, besides women and children. 

Luke 10:38   Now as they were traveling along, He entered a village; and a woman named Martha welcomed 

Him into her home.  39 She had a sister called Mary, who was  seated at the Lord’s feet, listening to His word. 



Followed Him, Adored Him, Provided for Him, Challenged Him, Suffered with Him 2 

Mark 15:40 There were also some women looking on from a distance… 41 When He was in Galilee, they used 

to follow Him and minister to Him; and there were many other women who came up with Him to Jerusalem. 

 

Just like James and John leaving their boat and nets and Matthew leaving his tax 
booth, women, many of them, left their lives behind in order to join in the ministry of  
Jesus of Nazareth. He was up front about not having a place to live (foxes/birds). Food 
was not always plentiful for his followers (eating grain from the field). These women took a 
real risk, gave up what security they had and submitted themselves to the challenging 
living conditions of traveling with a sometimes notorious, itinerant minister.  
 
Just as much as any of the twelve, these women joined in the adventure and the 
loss of following Jesus. When you choose to follow Jesus you can’t get, be, or do everything 

you want to get, be and do when you want to get it, do it and be it. These women made a choice 
that excluded all others. 
Gentlemen, it’s something like the choice your wife made when you popped the 
question. She sacrificed a thousand possibilities for one: being with you.  
 
In a poem by Crescent Dragonwagon called “If You Call My Name.” A girl tells how 
she might go if the fish calls her name or the hawk or the lion and she would run crying 
lion lion lion it’s me! Then… 
But if you call my name, I will go.   I might be sleeping under a red quilt,  
but if I hear the pebbles you throw against my window, I will go.  
And me with you I will be mitten and glove, hand to hand, snow-running, crying you you you it’s me! 
…and we would talk or laugh, or we might not. But your bright blue eyes would flash at me, and that’s 
enough.  And if you call my name, I’ll go. 

 
And though Jesus called the twelve by name and they followed him [stumblingly] these 
women saw him, heard him and simply chose to follow- invited or not. And Jesus 
welcomed them.  
 
They Adored Him 
In Luke 10 Mary determines that listening intently to Jesus- being with him- is more 
important than the household chores.  Matt 28 tells us when the women met the 
resurrected Jesus, their natural response was that they “took hold of his feet and 

worshipped him. 

Luke 7 tells how Jesus went to dine at a Pharisees home a woman, who, by common 
social markers, was a sinner, heard he was there and found her way inside. As they 
reclined at the table she stood at Jesus feet and wept so that tears fell on his feet and 
got them wet and she impulsively dried them with her long hair and poured perfume on 
them and kissed them.   
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Jesus does not scold. He does not jerk away. He does not try to shoe her out the door. 
He is not the least bit unkind or dismissive. The God-Man receives her adoration, 
forgives her and declares her actions are proof that She loved him “much.”  
Now this comparison may not be fair: but can you think of an instance in the 
gospels where any of his twelve male disciples worshipped Jesus in such an overt and 
extravagant way?  Anything?    Peter, James & John left their business. Matthew too, Matt says 

the Ds “worshipped Him” after the “water walking incident, but they were in a boat in the middle of the 
Sea of Galilee. Nothing compares to this woman’s brave, public act of humble, loving adoration.  
 
Jesus was anointed by women like this at least twice, maybe three times. In Matthew’s 
account Jesus defends the woman, links her anointing to his burial and says:  Matt 26:13 

Remember this! Wherever this gospel is preached, all over the world, what she has done will be told, in memory 

of her.  Many, many women in the NT understood something about Jesus that it took the 
guys a longer time and the resurrection to grasp: Jesus was worthy of extravagant 
worship. And he commended these women for their adoration!  
 
They Provided For Him 
Luke 8:1-3 Soon afterwards, he began going around from one city and village to another proclaiming and 

preaching the kingdom of God. The twelve were with him, and also some women who had been healed of evil 

spirits and sicknesses: Mary who was called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, and Joanna 

the wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward and Susanna and many others who were contributing to their support out of 

their private mean.  

 

These women did what was within their financial means to provide for him, and assist 
His ministry. They chose to submit their time, effort, energy and finances to care for 
Jesus and his disciples. 
 
In Gen 2 God notes that the First Adam is missing something. That “something” is, in 
Hebrew, the ezer k’negdo- which is defined as the “help that corresponds to his 
weakness.”  And consider this: the one most often referred to, in the Old Testament, 
as ezer is God. Psa. 33:20  Our soul waits for the LORD;  He is our help and our shield.  
 
The picture from Gen 1-3 is that the man and woman are equally responsible for 
their world, equally responsible for their actions, equally capable of their existence; 
and both equally necessary to reflect the full image of God…in the image of God He created 

him; male and female He created them(27).   
 
While obviously not his “wives” these women functioned for the Last Adam [Jesus] as 
the “strength that corresponds to his weakness.” Jesus, for the sake of his ministry, had set 
aside his handyman trade.  
He and the disciples needed financial and administrative support. And these women 
were willingly “contributing to their support out of their private means.”  
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And Jesus fully accepted this act of loyal, loving support out of their “private 
means.”  And please note there is no evidence of Jesus ever sending one of these 
women back to her husband or brother or father to get permission before following or 
supporting him. Jesus treated these women as responsible individuals, capable of 
engaging their free will in service to God and the Kingdom. 
 
They Challenged Him 
John 2:3-5 and when the wine gave out the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” And 
Jesus said to her, “Woman, what do I have to do with you? My hour has not yet come.” His mother 
said to the servants, “Whatever he says to you, do it. “ 
John 4:9-12 The Samaritan woman said to him, …“Sir,” …“you have nothing to draw with and the 
well is deep. Where can you get this living water?  Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave 
us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his flocks and herds?” 
Mark 7:25-29 …as soon as she heard about him, a woman whose little daughter was possessed by 
an evil spirit came and fell at his feet. 26 The woman was a Greek, born in Syrian Phoenicia. She 
begged Jesus to drive the demon out of her daughter. 27   “First let the children eat all they want,” he 
told her,  “for it is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to their dogs.” 28   “Yes, Lord,” she 
replied,  “but even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29 Then he told her,  “For 
such a reply, you may go; the demon has left your daughter.”  

 
These women all call on him to be the one he claims to be.  Are you a healer? 
Then heal my daughter! Are you greater than our father Jacob?  Then prove it. Be the 
one you are?  Are you the source of all Joy? Then make the wine of gladness. 
 
These women- His own mother, a Samaritan multiple-divorcee, and a determined pagan- all 
challenged Jesus. That is they questioned him, they pressed him to step up and act. 
They remind me of Jesus’ story in Luke 18 about the “Persistent Widow” who nags at 
the unjust judge for justice. The judge finally says: Lk 18:4 …Even though I do not fear God nor 

respect man, 5 yet  because this widow bothers me, I will  give her legal protection, otherwise by continually 

coming she will wear me out.’”   [Were these mighty women in mind when he told it?]  

 
Like Abraham bargaining with God for Sodom or Moses talking God out of destroying 
the disobedient in the desert, these determined women step up and fearlessly demand 
a response from Jesus. Jesus does not acquiesce easily: “Woman, what do I have to do 

with you? “Go, call your husband and come here.”  “…it is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to 

their dogs.” 
Nevertheless, she persisted: 5…His mother said to the servants, “Whatever he says to you, do it.” 

18 …“ Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet. 28 “Yes Lord,…but even the puppies under the table eat the 

children’s crumbs.” 

    

The Kingdom of God needs “persistent women”- like those who stayed at the cross 
when the men were in hiding, like those who watched him be laid in the tomb, like 
those who came back to the tomb Sunday morning, and like those today who boldly 
approach the throne and challenge God to save us and our world.  
Persistent women are important to Jesus’ Kingdom.  
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They Suffered With Him 
Luke 23:27 A large number of people followed him, including women who mourned and wailed for 
him. 
Mark 15:40  Some women were watching from a distance. Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary 
the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and Salome.  41 In Galilee these women had 
followed him and cared for his needs. Many other women who had come up with him to Jerusalem 
were also there.  
Matt. 27:61 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were sitting there opposite the tomb. 
 

The gospels suggest that a lot of women were in the crowds following Jesus. Jesus 
accepted and welcomed them. And they stayed with him through it all.  When hope 
was lost; when things were literally all darkness and death these women 
disciples stuck with Jesus to the end. With the exception of John the women were 
our witnesses at the cross. Matt. 27:55  And many women who had come from Galilee with Jesus to 

care for him were watching from a distance.  And they followed Him all the way to the grave. 
Luke 23:55    As his body was taken away, the women from Galilee followed and saw the tomb where his body 

was placed. 
 
And they suffered persecution alongside Jesus’ male disciples [Saul of Tarsus was ready 

to seize and kill followers of Jesus- including women-Acts 9:2] Women were among those 
rounded up, accused and sentenced by Nero after the fire of Rome. Records are scant 
but some women martyrs stand out: 162 Felicitas was executed for refusing to give up 
her faith in Christ. Blandina in 177 evidently a very slight woman, showed incredible 
courage as she was thrown to beasts and gored, by a bull. In 180 Donata died for 
refusing to sacrifice to Caesar out of faith in Christ. So it has been even to our 
modern days. 
Many of you are likely aware of the explosion of Christianity in South Korea since the 60s. 
Many of the first missionaries and Christians suffered at the hands of the Communists.  
In one case Communist soldiers took a Korean missionary, his wife and children, placed them in a 
pit and began to bury them alive. They could all go free if the Father would just publicly renounce his 
faith in Christ. The sound of his children crying beside him was too much and he began to call out 
Yes I’ll do it…”  But his wife said, “Daddy, say no! And then she turned to the children, hushed them 
and said: Tonight we are going to have supper with the King of kings and the Lord of Lords.” She led 
them in singing “In the Sweet By and By” until they could no longer sing. This godly woman’s faith 
empowered her to strengthen her husband and children and to suffer with and for Jesus- “becoming 
like Him in his death,” which planted prolific seeds of the Church in South Korea.  

They Suffered with Him… and they still do.  
 

My intention today was to highlight, to extol – to the best of my ability- the power, the 
faithfulness and the incredible impact and IMPORTANCE of the women disciples of 
Jesus.  
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To our shame the male part of the church has, too often, tried to shut them up, shut 
them out, devalue their work and malign their God-given abilities. But Jesus never 
did.  
 
He received them when they Followed him. He accepted their worship when they 
Adored him. He accepted their help graciously when they Provided for Him. He 
listened and responded when they Challenged him, and he welcomed them to “share 
in his sufferings.”  
 
And then at his resurrection he sent them out as the First Apostles. Apostles to the 
Apostles. The first Evangelists of the Resurrection. 
 
May you daughters of the King never doubt your  
inestimable value to Jesus and to the Kingdom.  
 
Amen. 
 


