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So back in November of last year as Australia was headed toward Summer four teenage girls were 
enjoying the down-under version of Spring Break. They’d purchased large “floaties” Two giant 
flamingoes, one giant unicorn and one dinosaur. They headed for the beach to lounge on the water 
and get some good shots for their Instagram accounts. The weather was excellent, the water was 
calm, the beach was unpopulated and the girls set about getting necessary photos sunning 
themselves at sea. Until they realized they really were at sea. Thanks to current and wind their 
flamingoes, unicorn and dinosaur had drifted 400 metres off shore where the sea bottom dropped off 
fast and the current was continuing to pull them out and away in- you guessed it- shark-infested 
waters. They drifted away because in their distraction they’d neglected to pay attention to where they 
were.  They spent another 30 minutes caught in the drift panicking and crying until a fishing boat 
noticed the strange sight of giant pink flamingoes on the water. They pulled up their lines and 
motored over to the girls, brought them on board and towed their giant floaties to the shore’s safety.  

 
We’re in a long-term study of the NT book of “Hebrews.” We have to admit some 
uncertainty about the circumstances behind the letter, but clues in the text lead us to 
believe it was likely written to Jewish Christians, in late 60s Rome, just before the Jerusalem 

temple’s destruction [70]. The author is concerned his audience may be slipping away 
from their new-found faith in Jesus as the Son of God, and returning to Judaism to 
avoid persecution from Roman authorities and Jewish neighbors. 
 
In ch1 our author has- in a few phrases- powerfully declared Jesus as “The Son” the “heir of 

all things” the maker and sustainer of all creation, the exact representation of God, who purified 
humanity from sin- once for all- and thus received the position of highest authority in God’s Kingdom. 
And then made the case that Jesus is not an elevated angel but is seated at God’s 
right hand equal in authority to God the Father. 
 
We need to remember that this message wasn’t written to split theological hairs or 
parse religious language. Our author sees his people climbing on their flamingo floaties, pushing 

away from the Jesus shore- unaware of wind or tide or shark-infested water. He’s rushing in to 
save them from a dangerous mistake. He’s throwing them a line desperately hoping 
they’ll grab it. This SALVATION [status as “put right with God] is too GREAT [too important, 

too necessary, too superior] to leave behind.  
In 2:1-4 I see five reasons why what Jesus has done is “So great a Salvation” 

and the first of many dire warnings against leaving this great salvation behind.  
  

:SLIDE:  
I This Salvation is Great because it is superior to the Law given by angels. 
:SLIDE: 2 For if the message spoken by angels was binding, and every violation and disobedience received its 

just punishment,  3 how shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation?   

As we said a few weeks ago, in the 2nd temple period [530BCE to 70CE] angels become 
more and more prominent in Jewish writings, as did the idea that the LAW came from 
God through angels to Moses.  
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The “message spoken by angels” is a reference to the Torah. The “great salvation” is about what 
Jesus accomplished through his life, death, and resurrection. The Torah- given by 

angels- was powerful and binding. But to neglect this Great Salvation is a more 
serious mistake than any violation of the Law. This new Great Salvation is bigger 
and more important than that provided by the Torah. 
 
The prophets agree. Jeremiah told them a New Covenant would supersede the Old. 
:SLIDE: Jer. 31:31 “The time is coming,” declares the LORD,  “when I will make a new covenant with the 

house of Israel and with the house of Judah.  32 It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers… 

33  …“I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my 

people.  34 …“For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.” 
 
The message spoken by angels is, in one sense, “obsolete” in comparison to the 
Great Salvation brought into being by the Son of God. It’s the difference between a pencil 

sketch of a tree and a mature giant Redwood. It’s the difference between Morgan Freeman, Meryl 
Streep, Johnny Depp or Sandra Bullock sending you a nice little card or, instead, showing up in 
person on your doorstep with balloons and a cake. 
One’s terrific [the card] but the other [in person] is far and away superior 
 
On the other hand it’s important to remember that the Law and prophets are not “bad” 
or something to be avoided. This is made clear by our author appealing to the law and 
prophets to make his case for the superiority of Jesus Christ throughout this entire 
letter. Famous NT scholar F.F. Bruce put it this way:SLIDE: “In this epistle, moreover, the 

law is not a principle set in opposition to the grace manifested in Christ’s saving work, but rather an 

anticipatory sketch of that saving work.”   So This Great Salvation is superior to the message 
spoken through angels. 
 
:SLIDE: 
II This Salvation is Great because it was announced by the Lord -himself  
:SLIDE: 3 …This salvation, …was first announced by the Lord,… 

The point has already been hammered home that the word spoken by the Son is 
superior to that of prophets or even angels. And the reason for it is because the Son is 
the Maker and sustainer of all things, the radiance of God’s glory, the exact 
representation of God’s being. The Son [Jesus] who is worshipped by angels, sits on an 
“everlasting throne” over a Kingdom of righteousness that is, like Him, eternal. He is 
Lord. He is God. And His Word is the final and greatest word.  
 
The gospels show us Jesus [The Son] preached or proclaimed or announced his 
message :SLIDE:  Mark 1:14    …Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God,  15 and saying, “ 

The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God  is at hand;  repent and  believe in the gospel.”  Matt. 4:17 …“ 

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”   
Or in Luke’s introduction to Jesus ministry he’s in Nazareth [no slide]: 17 And He opened the 

book and found the place where it was written,  18 “ The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he anointed me 
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to preach the gospel to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives, and recovery of sight to the 

blind, to set free those who are oppressed, to proclaim the favorable year of the Lord..” 

 

His announcement is always: The Kingdom of God is at hand! Repent and believe the Good 

News!! Jesus’ “announcing” or “proclaiming” the Good News of the Kingdom of God 
means he does not cajole or command, or beg. The Lord “announces” and the hearers 
are left to respond. Jesus credits them with the sense to hear, to grasp the 
significance and the responsibility to act on their own.  
This salvation is great because its origin is the announcement made by God the Son.  
 
:SLIDE: 
III This Salvation is Great because it was confirmed to us by those who heard 
Him. :SLIDE: 
3 This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by those who heard him.   

 

Those “who heard Him” were the ear and eyewitnesses to everything Jesus said and 
did, namely the apostles. The gospels reflect the testimony of eyewitnesses. Matthew 
and John were among the twelve. :SLIDE: 1John 1:1 That which was from the beginning, which 

we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this 

we proclaim concerning the Word of life. …3 We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you 

also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.   

Mark’s gospel is believed to reflect the memories of Peter who wrote. :SLIDE: 2Pet. 

1:16   We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 

And Luke :SLIDE: Luke 1:1  Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been 

fulfilled among us,  2 just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and 

servants of the word.  3 Therefore, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, it 

seemed good also to me to write an orderly account… 

 
The author of Hebrews did not see Jesus himself. But he heard the message from 
those who did- that is the apostles and other eyewitnesses to the words and acts of Jesus. He is a 
second generation Christian but the message he [and the Hebrews] received is the SAME 
MESSAGE the apostles experienced.  No exaggeration, no interpolation, no fakery or 
fraud, no embellishments, additions or subtractions.  
 
The greatness of this salvation is dependent on its conformity to the message given by 
those who heard Him- that is the message that you possess in your New Testament. 
There’s been a movement in some portions of Christianity to, for instance, to turn the bodily 
resurrection of Jesus into something symbolic- because all sensible people “know” dead people don’t 
come back to life again- ever.  
So they maintain some of the ethical bits of Jesus’ teaching consider themselves 
“Christians” but deny the surprising and authentic message from the Apostles.  
What’s left is not the message of the apostles and the first Christians. 
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We have from them trustworthy accounts of what they saw and heard with their own 
eyes and ears. Our understanding of the gospel is dependent on their understanding. 
All later preaching of the gospel must agree with theirs. Anything else is NOT the Great 
Salvation we are talking about. 
  
:SLIDE: 
IV This Salvation is Great because God testified to it in signs wonders & various 
miracles. :SLIDE: 
4 God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles,… 

Jesus announced this Great salvation. His Apostles and first followers confirmed in 
teaching and testimony all they’d seen him do and heard him say. But more than 
words, there was power, power wonder-working power. As scripture says: 
...for our  gospel did not come to you in word only, but also in power [1Th. 1:5] 
 
At Jesus’ word unexpected wonders happened: a storm calms, a fig tree withers, Peter 

catches a fish with a coin in it’s mouth to pay his and Jesus’ tax. At Jesus’ word various miracles 
happened: feedings, healings, demons cast out and the dead raised to life. And all of these, in 
the word-choice of John’s gospel, were signs- not random acts of power but indicators 
of just what God was doing in the world.  And signs, wonders and various miracles 
continued after Jesus’ ascension into the apostolic age.  Our author could not make 
this appeal if knowledge of these things was not a matter of widespread Christian 
experience.  
 
It’s important to note that these signs are not “proofs” of Jesus’ identity or divinity. The 
prophets and the disciples did miracles and wonders and they were not divine. If Jesus 
had never done a miracle or sign he would still have been the eternal “heir of all things,” 

Maker and Sustainer of the universe. :SLIDE: 
“God does not coerce faith but joins the rest of us in ‘witnessing.’” –Fred Craddock   The signs and 
wonders were God’s own witness to the validity of Jesus’ announcement and the 
Apostles message.   
 
:SLIDE: V This Salvation is great because it was confirmed by God’s distribution 
of HS gifts. :SLIDE:  
4 God also testified to it by [signs, wonders and various miracles, and] gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed 

according to his will. 

Along with the signs and wonders, the first followers of Jesus experienced another 
form of God’s testimony to the validity of Jesus message and ministry.  
N.T. Wright’s description explains perfectly :SLIDE: “…they discovered a strange new 
energy inside themselves- a warm, disturbing, personal presence which enabled them to do new 
things, which put new ideas into their heads, which motivated and energized them to become 
different people from the inside out. …it was God’s holy spirit, the gift of God’s own presence and self 
…living within them.” 
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This presence and the accompanying God-given, supernatural aptitudes that 
supported the Body of Christ were another confirmation from God of the validity of 
Jesus message, mission and identity These supernatural aptitudes via the Spirit of 
God within them were another confirmation from God of the greatness of this 
Salvation.   
 
:SLIDE: “This Great Salvation” demands [depends on] your active participation.  
:SLIDE: 3 how shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation?   

1 We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away.  

Remember our Australian teens on their “floaties?” They drifted away from shore 
because they weren’t paying attention. They were distracted. They neglected their own 
self-preservation. 
 
The Greek translated “Drifting away” is an evocative phrase. It’s about loss arising 
out of neglect, disinterest or distraction. It’s a ring that slips unnoticed from your finger. It’s 

a ship slipping off course because the navigator wasn’t paying attention, or the dinghy that’s slipped 

it’s knot and is now too far away to retrieve safely. It’s neglect, inattention or distraction 
causing loss that could be annoying or disastrous.  
 
The drift our author is concerned about carries consequences of an eternal nature. 
He’s afraid his people, caught in a current of serious distraction, are being carried 
further and further out and away from Jesus. And he’s trying to warn them before it’s 
too late.  
 
Spiritual drift is particularly difficult to notice [in self or others] because it occurs slowly and 
subtly over time. This list is not exhaustive but for example here are some circumstances that 

could result in drifting away from Jesus include: :SLIDE: 
discrimination: fear of persecution at any level leads to desire for distance; 
disappointment: in parents, spouse, children, friends, church- you want to distance 
yourself from their God; difficult circumstances: loss and pain and blaming God; 
disinterest: If you grew up in the church this is one for you to watch for. You can’t ride 
on your parents spiritual coattails. You have to make it your own. And the biggest 
issue: distraction: work, children, leisure, busyness, friends.  
The boyfriend, girlfriend, spouse who is not a dedicated follower of Jesus can be a 
huge contributing factor to spiritual drift. Distractions capture our attention and if we’re 
not vigilant the wind and tide will have carried us well-away from Jesus.  
 
Because this Salvation is superior to that given through angels, because this Salvation 
was announced by The Lord, the radiance of God’s glory and maker and sustainer of 
all things, because this Salvation was confirmed by eye and ear-witnesses, because 
God testified to this Salvation with signs and wonders and gifts of the Holy Spirit given 
THIS GREAT SALVATION is too GREAT to just let it slip away. 
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And here’s the kicker: the only one who can do anything about it at all is YOU. 
God, through Jesus Christ, has done everything He possiblly can to redeem us and our 
world. The one remaining “moving part” on this machine is YOU and ME. :SLIDE:   
2:1 We must pay the most careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard so that we do not drift away.  
 
He is encouraging them, despite the distraction of their circumstances, to hold fast to 
what they know. Back to the boat metaphor: You MUST keep the engine running 
and your hand on the tiller. That is, YOU must take active responsibility for your life 
in Christ. You must, …continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling [Phil2] If not, rocky 
shores or the wild ocean await.  
 
This thing we do is not a hobby. Passive is no way to describe a follower of Jesus.  
Inattention to your relationship with Christ is fatal. Neglect of The Gospel is fatal.  
It is stupid of us to do anything less than to vigorously maintain our grip on this great 
salvation.  
 
You must hold fast to what you know about Jesus, and scripture and prayer and Jesus. 
You must cling to God like Job who said Job 13:15 Though he slay me, yet I will trust him 

 
This Salvation, is too great and too costly to let yourself drift away from it.  
And the only one who can correct for the drift is you.  
Stay alert, hold tight, and pay the most careful attention so you do not drift away.  

 


