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The book of Hebrews is our long-term study. Instead of a letter it is a sermon, written 
down and sent to a gathering of Jewish Christians [possibly in late-60s Rome]. Christians 
were having it hard in Rome because, as far as the Empire was concerned, they 
refused to fit in with Roman society. That is, they refused to worship the Emperor or 
the traditional Roman gods. This marked them as atheists and “haters of the human 
race.” 
 
Jewish Christians were also challenged by Hebrew friends and family that didn’t 
believe Jesus was the Messiah. Their reaction would be the same as yours to any 
family member being duped into a cult. It was crazy, dangerous nonsense. And so –our 

of real concern- there would be pressure to forget the idea about a crucified Messiah and 
come back to Moses and the law given by angels.  
 
Our author is concerned that these Jewish followers of Jesus may be considering 
retreating from Jesus and back into Judaism- for safety and simplicity. And so he 
zealously warns them of the loss involved if they “ignore so great a salvation”: that’s Jesus, 
himself who- as the fulfillment of God’s plan- is superior to anything they’ve ever known. 
 
In his opening he grabs them by saying God has stepped beyond speaking to us 
through prophets and has spoken to us by His Son- who made and sustains the 
universe, who is the exact image of God, and the one who purified us from the effects 
of sin and who sits enthroned at the right hand of God- the place of absolute authority. 
 
And then he says: SLIDE:  
4 So he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is superior to theirs. 

What? Why are we talking about angels? Why is this an issue? Why is this a thing?  
From our perspective it’s a given that Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God, God 
incarnate is obviously superior to angels. For us it’s like mounting an argument that 
water is wet or strawberries are red or Jim Kerns doesn’t need a comb. It’s moot. 
It’s understood. It’s obvious. 
 
Not so much for the Jews to whom this letter was written. These supernatural 
servants of God play a prominent role in the OT: In Job God says as he was creating the 

world the angels sang and shouted for joy [Job 38:7]; Angels barred the way into Eden after the Fall; 
angels rescue Lot- Abe’s nephew; Jacob has a vision of angels climbing a ladder into Heaven and 
later he wrestles with an angel and is given the name Israel; at the Passover it’s the angel of death 
that takes the firstborn’s lives,; an angel cooks not one but two meals for Elijah; King Hezekiah’s 
kingdom is protected by an angel who wipes out most of the Assyrian army; And Daniel, Shadrach, 
Meshach and Abednego are saved by angels from lions and fire.  
 

So Jewish readers began with a high regard for angels. Then heading into the 2nd 
Temple period a rising interest in angels can be traced in Jewish writings.  
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And an idea that grew in significance was that God gave the law to Moses via 
angels. Angels -to the Jews the mightiest beings in creation- were also the mediators of the 
Law that was the life’s-blood of Jewish identity and existence.  
 
A Jewish writing from  2nd century BC- Book of Jubilees- refers multiple times to 
angels writing out various parts of the Law to be given to Moses. Josephus wrote: “We 

have learned the noblest of our doctrines and the holiest of our laws from 

the ANGELS sent by God.” In his speech in Acts 7, Stephen tells his accusers Acts 7:53 

In spite of being given the Law through angels, you have not kept it’ [NJB]. And in Colossae Paul had 
to address the problem of the “worship of angels.” 
  
While the superiority of Jesus over angels gets a “Well, Duh!” response from us- there’s 

still a good application for us here- which we’ll get to at the end.  The question was a real 
issue for the Jewish Christians in the first century. 
   
Remember while every Jew expected that “the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly come to His 

temple [Mal 3:1] The incarnation was an unexpected twist. And since the ordinary 
human was “lower than the angels”[Ps8] it may have been a challenge for these Hebrews to 
accept the God-ness of Jesus of Nazareth- especially under pressure from their 
staunch Jewish neighbors.   
 
And so our author begins his message by arguing that Jesus, THE SON, is 
unquestionably superior to the mightiest of God’s created beings: angels. To do this 
he piles up 7 scriptures to prove the Son’s supremacy. He begins saying: SLIDE:  
  
1:5  For to which of the angels did God ever say,  “You are my Son; today I have become your Father’”?  

Our author is quoting Psalm 2:7. The Jews believed it was written by David [Ac 4:25-26]. 
In it David portrays God as laughing about all the machinations of earths Kings 
because God has already installed his King on Zion- and He is it!  
In installing David as King God said SLIDE: Psa. 2:7 …“You are my Son; today I have become 

your Father. 8 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth your possession. 9 

You will rule them with an iron scepter; you will dash them to pieces like pottery.”  
In time Psalm 2 came to be understood as Messianic- It was about God’s special King who 

would put all to rights in the future. The early Jewish Christians understood Jesus to be 
THAT Messiah. And according to Psalm 2 God called the Messiah “My Son.”  
And so Jesus bears the name/title The Son. 
 
Our author presses the point with a quote from SLIDE:  2Sam. 7:14 I will be his father, and he 

will be my son… 
 
In 2Sam we have a message from God to David saying his son Solomon will build 
the temple. In the message God promises David: 2Sam. 7:14 I will be his father, and he will be 

my son… Again this passage was understood in Judaism to have messianic meaning 
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as God promises David: SLIDE:  16 Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; 

your throne will be established forever.’”   
If a person is going to rule a kingdom forever then that person must be eternal.  
Solomon’s throne certainly wasn’t established forever but according to Hebrews Jesus 
is the Son who is seated on the throne. No angel is worthy of this position.  
To clarify further he says: SLIDE:   
 
1:6 And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says,  “Let all God’s angels worship 

him.” 

First: Firstborn is a title. It connects us to the previous mentions of the Father/Son 
relationship and the Son as “heir of all things” but its main focus is pre-eminence, 
primacy. It comes from Psalm 89 – full of Messanic meaning- in which God speaks about 
David saying SLIDE:  26  He will call out to me, ‘You are my Father, my God, the Rock my Savior.’ 27  

I will also appoint him my firstborn,   the most exalted of the kings of the earth.  28 I will maintain my love 

to him forever, and my covenant with him will never fail.  29 I will establish his line forever, his throne as long 

as the heavens endure. 
Now…David did not spring into being when God “appointed him Firstborn.”  And 
neither did Jesus. Still the title fits Him well: In Col he is: “the firstborn over all creation” and 
the “firstborn from among the dead” and in Rom -since we will become like him at the resurrection- 
he is “firstborn among many brothers & sisters.”  
 
As to what being “brought into the world” means there is no consensus [His baptism, 

resurrection, ascension?] And it’s not important to our author’s point.  
What’s important to his argument is his assertion that God declares to the world: that 
all angels should worship the Son. [This quote is from the Septuagint translation of Deut 32 

which has content that is not in the Masoretic Text from which most of our translations come.] 

The author’s point is: In worship the lesser always worships the greater!!  
The only right relationship of angels to the Son is that they worship Him.  
SLIDE:   Phil. 2:9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place   and gave him the name that is above 

every name, 10  that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11  

and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
If all God’s angels worship Him he is obviously superior to angels. Then he says:  
 

SLIDE:    1:7 In speaking of the angels he says,  “He makes his angels winds, his servants flames of 

fire.” 

Here the author quotes Ps 104 to make the larger point that Angels are inferior to the 
Son.  Now in your Bible and mine Psalm 104 is about God’s control over natural 
phenomena: SLIDE:     
3  He  lays the beams of His upper chambers in the waters;    He makes the  clouds His chariot; He walks upon 

the wings of the wind; 4  He makes the winds His messengers, Flaming fire His ministers. Here God controls 
natural phenomena to do His will. 

But remember our author is using the Septuagint [LXX] for his quotations.  
And the LXX translated Ps 104:4 this way SLIDE: “He makes his angels winds, his servants 

flames of fire.” Here God’s messengers are likened to wind and fire.  
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This suits our author’s argument perfectly because wind and fire are elemental and 
momentary as are ALL created things. Like wind, fire, earth and us, angels are 
created beings that function within established limits. Who established those 
limits? The eternal Son who created and sustains “All Things!”  Professor of NT 
interpretation Ben Witherington III sums it up nicely: “They are God’s servants…and they are 

like wind or fire, not eternal like the Son.” 
 
After showing out the transitory nature of angels, our author wants his readers to see 
the superior eternal nature of the Son. He offers two quotes from the psalms: SLIDE:     
1:8 But about the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever,  and righteousness will 

be the scepter of your kingdom.  9 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, 

your God, has set you above your companions by anointing you with the oil of joy.”  SLIDE:     
10 He also says, “In the beginning, O Lord, you laid the foundations of the earth,  and the heavens are the 

work of your hands.  11 They will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment. 12 You 

will roll them up like a robe; like a garment they will be changed. But you remain the same, and your 

years will never end.”   

 
The first comes from Ps 45 SLIDE:  which is a wedding song for some King of Israel 
and his bride. The point is that the Son’s throne “will last forever and ever.” The 
mightiest beings in God’s creation [Angels] are so much wind and fire compared to Him.  
The second comes from Ps 102 SLIDE:  which is the cry of an “afflicted man: 8  All day 

long my enemies taunt me;   those who rail against me use my name as a curse… 11  My days are like the 

evening shadow;   I wither away like grass. His life is lousy and all creation may perish but The 
Son never will. “…you remain the same, and your years will never end.”   
 
The Son will never cease to exist. In comparison angels are a bit of wind. Angels can’t 
bring about God’s Kingdom of Justice. Only the Son, who is the Messiah King, can 
bring about God’s Kingdom. 
 
So, to the question SLIDE: 13 To which of the angels did God ever say, “Sit at my right hand until I 

make your enemies a footstool for your feet”? The answer is a big fat zero!  
The highest order of created being [angel] cannot bring the Kingdom of God into being 
and has no claim on the throne. But the Son sits enthroned.  
In fact angels are never portrayed as “sitting.” Sovereigns sit enthroned. Servants 
stand.  Our author clarifies his point with a rhetorical question that defines the nature of 
angels: 1:14 Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?  
 
ALL Angels are servants. The Son brings the Kingdom and salvation. Angels serve 
those who will inherit it from the Son. The Son is enthroned forever while angels are 
created beings as subordinate to the Son as to the Father. Angels may have handed 
the Law to Moses but only the Son is God’s true King, enthroned with Him 
forever and bringing the promised Kingdom of Justice.   
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Now, let’s change gears a bit before I close. Imagine, if you will, a child at Christmas 
time- perhaps a favorite grandchild. You, as the doting grandparent, have searched 
high and low and found the perfect gift for this beloved child.  
 
You are certain he will not only love it but that it will be good for him making him 
wiser, more Joyful, less afraid, more confident and generous. It will change his life 
forever. SLIDE:   [You really know how to pick out a present, don’t you?]  
 
And come Christmas morning no one is more excited about the gifts than you as you 
wait to see this beloved grandchild delight in the gift you so carefully picked out and so 
beautifully boxed and wrapped. And the moment comes and the beautiful paper is 
removed and the interesting box is opened and the gift is appreciated – though not nearly 

as much as you expected.  
 
And then later Christmas Day you find the gift set aside. You go looking for this sweet 
grandchild and find him deeply engaged in a game with the interesting box and the 
beautiful paper in which the gift was wrapped. This dear child, this dear brilliant, 
gifted, takes after his grandma child, is mistakenly preferring the wrapping to the 
truly wonderful gift.  
 
This is the problem the author of Hebrews is addressing. Jesus is the incredible gift 
that will undoubtedly delight them and change their lives. But their mind is caught 
in the fascinating box and beautiful wrapping of Angels.  
Now consider this: Angels are part of God’s ordained Kingdom. They are agents of 
God’s provision and protection for us. Angels bring us the message of the Gospel. 
Angels help us know God better. And yet  some of our first century siblings in Christ to 
were in danger of preferring the wrapping of angels to the Gift of The Son.  
 
And that got me thinking: anything can become and idol. Even good and God-
ordained things can snag our worship away from Jesus.  
**At worship gatherings with a high production value, where the band, the music, the lighting, the 
videos, the fog machines are all purposely designed to manipulate emotions, it’s very possible, 
without even knowing it, to get lost in worshipping the wrapping rather than the gift. 
 
**I read a story once about a church youth-worker who was making strides with some street kids- 
even getting them to come to Bible study. But at one meeting a window got broken. And the church 
board shut down the outreach. Why? Because the wrapping [the building] was worshipped over the 
gift [Jesus]. 
  
**Our various theological differences can be the wrapping paper that distracts from the Gift of Jesus.  
Like this guy, Bill who saw a fellow about to jump from a bridge.  
He ran up to him and said: "Don't do it!"  
He said, "Nobody loves me."  
Bill said, "God loves you. Do you believe in God?" 
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He said, "Yes."  
Bill said, "Are you a Christian or a Jew or what?"  
He said, "A Christian."  
Bill said, "Me, too! Protestant or Catholic?"  
He said, "Protestant."  
Bill said, "Me, too! What denomination?"  
He said, "Baptist."  
Bill said, "Me, too! Northern Baptist or Southern Baptist?"  
He said, "Northern Baptist."  
Bill said, "Me, too! Northern Conservative Baptist or Northern Liberal Baptist?"  
He said, "Northern Conservative Baptist."  
Bill said, "Me, too! Northern Conservative Baptist Great Lakes Region, or Northern Conservative 
Baptist Eastern Region?"  
He said, "Northern Conservative Baptist Great Lakes Region."  
Bill said, "Me, too!" Northern Conservative Baptist Great Lakes Region Council of 1879, or Northern 
Conservative Baptist Great Lakes Region Council of 1912?"  
He said, "Northern Conservative Baptist Great Lakes Region Council of 1912."  
Incensed, Bill yelled, “Die Heretic!” and pushed him off the bridge.  
 
**Even the written word of God- even our Bibles- or more accurately the way we interpret them- can 
become the wrapping we worship over the Gift of Jesus. The Pharisees loved God and the 
scriptures deeply but Jesus warned them: Matt. 23:23   “ Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 

hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and  cummin, and have neglected the weightier provisions of the law: 

justice and mercy and faithfulness; but these are the things you should have done without neglecting the others. 

 

You see, just like angels, all these things – worship, meeting houses, theology, 
scripture- are good and God-ordained, but we humans, if we aren’t careful to pay 
attention, we may find ourselves ignoring the Gift that can change our life while we’re 
playing with the paper it came in.  
Interestingly enough the very next warning in Hebrews says this SLIDE:     
Heb. 2:1  We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away. 
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There are a lot of technical issues connected to this passage which are not particularly profitable for 
us this morning. But they deserve to be acknowledged briefly for the sake of later discussion. 

1. Throughout Hebrews the author uses the Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures called 
the Septuagint. The LXX contains material not in the Hebrew texts that are used for modern 
translations and sometimes it says things considerably differently than those same Hebrew/Aramaic 
texts [MT]. 

2. Our rules for quoting within context are not shared by Hebrews author. If you were quoting a 
book you would never take a statement by the Narrator and attribute it to the main character. But he 
does. For instance: Deut 32:43 in the LXX “Let All God’s Angels Worship Him” is said by Moses.  
And Ps 104:4 are the words of a Narrator describing God. But to the author of Hebrews every word of 
the Hebrew Scriptures was a word straight from the mouth of God. Our rules were not His. 

3. In this passage there are some places where it sounds as if Jesus was at one time “less” 
than God but he was “appointed heir of all things [v2] or “he became superior” [v4] “God set you 
above your companions” [v9]. Please remember the author is clear the Son made the universe and is 
and always has been sustaining it and is adamant about the Son’s eternal nature. He has always 
been God. What Jesus was once was human- as it says in Phil 2: Phil. 2:6     Who, being in very nature God,   

did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,  7  but made himself nothing,   taking the very nature of a servant,   being 

made in human likeness.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


