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Behind every letter in the NT there were real people enduring real historical 
circumstances. Behind Hebrews is a house meeting of Jewish Christians in late-60’s 
Rome. They heard teaching that convinced them Jesus was the Jewish Messiah and 
the Son of God who was crucified and risen from the dead. The real-life problem is 
their conviction is being tested. Pressure from Roman authorities and Jewish 
neighbors is causing them to rethink their conviction and consider retreating back into 
the safety of the Old Covenant and away from the New established by Jesus the 
Christ. Our author loves these people, knows their circumstances and knows the 
dangerous place they’re in. He tells them we. 2:1 …must pay the most careful attention to what we 

have heard so we do not drift away.  
 

Among the reasons not to drift away is that 2:5 It is not to angels that God has subjected the world 

to come.” Here’s the deal: God commended creation to the care and oversight of his 
Image-bearing humans. [slide] Then humanity failed the test by choosing against 
God. The result: Creation becomes enslaved to futility and death and Satan- a fallen angel- 

becomes- as Jesus calls him- Ruler of this world.  Our author uses Ps8 to assert the 
oversight of the “world to come” will return to the God-intended oversight of His image-
bearing humans, and is clear that this can ONLY be accomplished by Jesus Christ, the 2nd Adam 

 
Simply put: since Human beings got us into this, And the assignment of humans 
to oversee Creation still stands [Rom 11:29]  Then only a Human being CAN get us 
out.  [KJV] 1Cor. 15:21 …since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection... 
 
And that’s what this next portion of ch2 [v10-18] is all about: Jesus and what He’s 
done to accomplish the world’s salvation. We already know he’s the [slide] Heir of all 

things, the Maker and Sustainer of the Kosmos, the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 

representation of God’s being, the Purifier of our sin and superior to angels. But He is also: [slide]  
the Pioneer of our salvation, the One who makes us holy, our High Priest, our 
Atonement, and our Brother. There’s a lot to talk about here- and some of it defies easy 

explanation- so we will chew on this passage for a few weeks. 
 
Remember our author is afraid his people are abandoning Jesus along with the 
salvation God has made possible through Him. They may be re-thinking their 
understanding of Jesus- because Jewish Messiah’s aren’t supposed to die. 
 
The ancient Hebrew people believed God’s true Messiah could do nothing less 
than conquer. The Messiah would rise up, empowered supernaturally by God, destroy all the 

enemies of Israel, and raise the poor oppressed nation back to the glory of David or Solomon and 

ring in “the age to come” -the new age of God’s presence and glory on earth. If someone claimed 
to be God’s Messiah and did not accomplish these things he would be, first: DEAD 
because Rome would kill him.  
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And, second: he would also be marked as a failure- especially if he was crucified. 
Crucifixion was considered “the most cruel and terrifying”, “most pitiable,” and “most shameful form” 

of death. Rome designed it to be so.  
For every Jew in this period: a dead Messiah is a failed Messiah. And a crucified 
Messiah is a failed and utterly disgraced Messiah.  
 
In Judaism, it would NOT be fitting for God’s Messiah to suffer death.  
This is the mindset our author is addressing when he says: [slide] 10 “In bringing many sons 

and daughters to glory, it was fitting for God …to perfect [Jesus] through sufferings.” 
Why was it “fitting” for Jesus to suffer? Why was it “fitting” that God use the 
suffering, humiliation and death of Jesus as the means to bring “many sons and 
daughters to glory?”  
The answer is simply: because YOU suffer. Human beings suffer and die. In the world 
in which we live it is as natural to us as breathing [not breathing]. We all know it by 
experience, but scripture bears it out too:  
 
In 2ndCor 4 Paul portrays the body as a tent that’s falling apart and describes our 
bodies as “wasting away…” [slide] Psa. 90:10 As for the days of our life, they contain seventy years, Or 

if due to strength,  eighty years,  Yet their pride is but  labor and sorrow;   For soon it is gone and we  fly away.  
Ecclesiastes warns us to Remember God in our Youth before the “days of trouble come” 
when “12:3…the grinders cease because they are so few and those looking through the windows grow dim, 

when men are afraid of heights and of dangers in the streets…and desire is no longer is stirred. …Remember 

God before…the dust returns to the ground it came from and the breath goes back to God who gave it.  Shoot, 
Hebrews reminds us “It is appointed for men to die…” [Heb 9:27] 
 
Remember, since Human beings got us into this, Only a Truly Human Being CAN 
get us out. It was fitting for Jesus to suffer and die in the process of bringing many 
sons and daughters to glory because suffering and death are standard options 
when it comes to being a human.  
 
Jump down to v16 and read: [slide] 16 For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s 

descendants.  That is human beings- and in particular, human beings who put their Faith in God’s 

salvation as Abraham did]. And then it says; 17 For this reason he had to be made like his brothers 

[and sisters] in every way, in order that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, 

and that he might make atonement for the sins of the people. 
 
I think it’s pretty safe to say that “making atonement for the sins of the people” IS 
the way Jesus helps “Abraham’s descendants.” And our text says at the head of 
v17 that this [helping the people by atoning for their sin] could only be accomplished if He 
was “made like his brothers [and sisters] in every way.” 

 
To accomplish “bringing many sons and daughters to glory,” He, the Messiah, “…had to be 

made like his brothers [and sisters] in every way.” Including Death. Especially Death.  
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Because according to our text Jesus’ suffering made his humanity complete, whole, 
lacking nothing- that’s what the word “perfect” in v.10 is all about. [slide] 
That’s the gist of  v10 In bringing many sons and daughters to glory it was fitting that God, …should make 

the Pioneer of their salvation perfect through suffering. Jesus’ humanity could not have been 
perfect [complete] without His submission to the experience of suffering and death.   
In order to atone for their sin and bring many sons and daughters to glory, God’s 
Messiah- had to experience suffering and death so that His experience of Humanity 
was complete- that is, perfect.  
 
Death is an unfortunate but natural part of the Human experience. V14 says so. 
[slide] Heb. 2:14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death 

he might destroy him who holds the power of death. Jesus “shared…in their humanity” in order 
to experience death. Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by 

his death… This verse assumes the link between humanity and death we’ve already been talking about.  

 
Jesus’ goal was the destruction of the Enemy who controls the power of Death. The 
only way for Jesus to defeat Satan, and his fearful “death ray” was for Jesus -God’s 
perfect sinless Son- to pass on, bite the dust, buy the farm, shuffle off this mortal coil, to die just 
as any of us would or will. [In an amazing twist, Jesus used the Enemy’s own weapon against him.] 

 
This is important because Jesus is given another title in v10. [slide] He is called the 
archegos [ar-khay-goss'] - Trail Blazer, One who goes before, captain, one who leads 
the way, author [12:2], or pioneer.  
The idea of “archegos” is that once Jesus, the Pioneer of our Salvation has cut a path 
through the savage jungle of human life and everything it entails and come out the 
other side, others- you and I- can follow his exact trail. And hear this clearly: Before 
Jesus no one had ever blazed a trail through the “whole world of suffering, pain, 
sin & death” and come out successfully on the other side. But Jesus did!! 
 
The Pioneer of our salvation- at the Father’s commission, has blazed a trail that 
passes through death, disabling its power so “many sons and daughters” could be 
brought out through death into Glory. 
These sons and daughters, flesh and blood children of God are made holy, brought 
to glory, ushered into salvation by Jesus, the Son, whom we’ve already heard was 
“made like his brothers and sisters in every way” [v17] [slide] V11 puts it this way: 11 Both the one who 

makes people holy [Jesus] and those who are made holy [us] are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed 

to call them brothers and sisters. 
 

And that’s something worth thinking about. This passage portrays Jesus as the elder 
brother of a very large family. Rom 8 uses this idea describing Jesus as …the firstborn 

among many brothers. [Rom. 8:29]. Jesus, himself says in Matt12 that anyone who does the 
Father’s will is his brother and sister [v50]. 
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BUT Jesus is NOT the sort of elder brother who is distant or superior or dismissive. 
He’s not looking down on his younger siblings, shaking his head over the trouble 
they’ve gotten themselves into.  
 
No Jesus is glad to be associated with his younger siblings. He’s proud to blaze 
the trail through life and death and to salvation for them. To be sure that we see our 
elder brother’s joy, our author takes pieces of [slide] Ps 22 and Isaiah 8 and puts them 
in Jesus’ mouth saying: 12 … “I will declare your [God’s] name to my brothers and sisters …” And… 

“Here am I, and the children God has given me.” 
 
Jesus is the elder brother who identifies with us, the Firstborn of a large family who 
comes willingly to where we are, joins us in our fate, and rescues us from our trouble.  
In verse 11 Jesus is the one who makes people holy [sanctifier] and humans are those 
who need to be made holy [sanctified]. We are an “unholy” mess. Sin and death 
have infected us in various ways. We’re in need of complete spiritual regeneration. 
 
But Jesus is not ashamed to call us his brothers and sisters. He is not grossed out 
or offended or disgusted or disdainful of our nature BECAUSE he was made like his 
brothers and sisters in every way. He shared our flesh and blood, our frailty, our 
limitations. He is one of us and we are part of Him. We are his kinsmen, part of his 
tribe. And He is not ashamed of you.       
Let me clarify:  
He is not surprised by our brokenness, or shocked by our weakness, or disgusted by 
who we are or where we have been. He does not “glove up” to touch us or gather up 
his skirts to avoid our kooties.  Despite our need to be made holy The One who makes 
us holy, our Atonement, the Pioneer of our Salvation, is NOT ASHAMED OF US.  
In his book on Hebrews, Dr. Thomas Long says this: 

“The Preacher is saying that when the gaze of the eternal Son of God encompasses a criminal 
on death row, when the glorified Son sees a homeless woman crawling into a cardboard box to 
keep from freezing in the night, when the Lord of all sees a man robbed of dignity and purpose 
by schizophrenia, when the divine heir of all things sees a mother weeping over the death of 
her child or a man battling the last savage assault of cancer or the swollen body of a child 
slowly starving to death, he does not see a charity case, a pitiful victim, or a hopeless cause. 
He sees a brother, he sees a sister, and he is not ashamed to call us his “brothers and sisters 
[2:11]. He Son of God does not wag his head at misery and cluck, “There but for the grace of 
God go I.” Instead he says, “There, because the grace of God, I am” 

 
Suffering and death are stock options on this model of humanity. It’s the norm. And 
Jesus’ experience of it is complete to the point of passing through death- and out the 
other side blazing a trail to glory and salvation for all of us to follow. As Humans got us 
into this mess, Jesus, the only Truly Human Being shows us the way to Salvation.  
And he, [slide] the heir of all things, maker and sustainer of the universe is 
pleased and proud to be your elder brother.  


