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Sinai or Zion – June 3, 2018 
 
We have come to our author’s final argument. Yes there’s another whole chapter 
[13] but it’s all a matter of church housekeeping details [which we’ll look at next week] 
and NOT a continuation of the sermon of ch 1-12. So this is it, the final push, the 
final attempt to get this congregation of Jewish Christians to hold unswervingly to 
their faith in Christ despite circumstances hostile to their faith.  
 
Over the course of this letter a lot of comparisons have been made. [slide]   
The earthy tabernacle has been shown to be inferior to the tabernacle of Heaven 
[throneroom]. 
The Law has been shown to be “weak and useless” making nothing perfect [7:18-19] 
compared to the “salvation announced by the Lord” [2:3-4].  
The Old Covenant has been shown to be obsolete and outdated and passing away [8:13] 
compared to the New Covenant, which is established on better promises [8:6] 
And, in this letter/sermon many things have been compared to Jesus and found 
wanting. [slide] Jesus is superior to Angels, to the Torah, to the Priesthood, to 
Aaron, to Priest King Melchizedek, to Abraham, to the First Covenant, to the blood 
of bulls and goats and, most importantly, for the first readers Jesus is superior to 
Moses.  
 
Not that those things were bad. They weren’t. They were all important pieces of God’s 
plan to redeem the world. But Jesus is better because [slide]  He is the intended 
superior outcome of all that came before. He is, 3 … the radiance of God’s glory and the exact 

representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word.  And yet he was 17 …  made like 

them, fully human in every way, so Jesus is the only one to ever have lived a “truly Human 
life.” He is, our apostle and Great High Priest and our perfect sacrifice and 10:12 …when 

this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 13 and since that 

time he waits for his enemies to be made his footstool. He is seated at God’s right hand, 
enthroned in power that can never be shaken… as it said waaaaaaaay back in ch1 
when our author is describing the Son: “Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; … 

And…“In the beginning, Lord, you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your 

hands. 11 They will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment. 12 You will roll them up like 

a robe; like a garment they will be changed. But you remain the same, and your years will never end.” 
 

And so, here at the end, all of those comparisons get wrapped up into one final 
grand comparison. It’s as if our author has been guiding his people down a path 
and brings them to a fork in the road [slide]  and the sign pointing to the left says 
“This way to Mt. Sinai.” And the sign pointing to the right says “This way to Mt. 
Zion.” No third option. They have to choose. Sinai or Zion?  
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And so our author paints two vivid word pictures trying to get his people to 
imagine themselves in either place. Like a modern-day commercial for a cruise line 
or an all inclusive luxury resort on some warm, sandy, island…  
…he wants to get his people to FEEL the difference between these two mountains 
so they will choose the right Salvation Destination.  And the differences are stark. 

 
[slide]  The first is Mt Sinai, also called Mt Horeb.[opinions vary, but generally Horeb and 

Sinai are the same mountain.]   However, while we can certainly identify he Sinai 
Peninsula of Egypt, we can’t identify THE Mt. Sinai/Horeb with any certainty.   
 
The traditional Mt. Sinai looks like one mountain until you get closer and see that it’s 
a collection of peaks [Jebel Musa, Mount Catherine and Ras Sufsafeh. Etheria]. Josephus 
wrote that Sinai was the tallest of the peaks [Catherine 8500ft]. On this iffy evidence 
@548 Greek Orthodox monks built a monastery at the foot of St. Catherine- 
believing it was Sinai. [site of the worlds’ oldest continually operating library/codex Sinaiticus, Syriac 

Sinaiticus]  Only God knows. 
 
In any case, within human memory these mountains were the site of theophanies 
[visible manifestations of God] that were fundamental to Judaism and ultimately to 
Christianity. Somewhere among these Peaks Moses encounters the burning 
bush and hears God’s call to go to Pharaoh. Sinai was the destination for the 
Israelites fleeing Egypt in the Exodus.  
Sinai is the place where God manifested himself to the whole of the people and it 
is the place from which he gave them the Torah- which many of you hold in your hand 

right now. And it is the place God spoke to Elijah –not in the wind or earthquake or 
fire- but in a still small voice.  
 
Sinai was a place of essential experiences for Israel. But it was not a joyous or 
celebratory place in the experience of Israel. [slide]   As we heard from Exodus 19 
earlier- it was a place of thunder and lightening; howling wind, darkness and thick 
smoke and fire on the mountain. This is no vacation destination.  
 
Hebrews’s author describes Sinai as “…burning with fire; to darkness, gloom and storm;…” He 
talks about the trumpet blast- an ear-shattering sound from something like a giant ram’s horn 

trumpet that got louder and louder and louder. And then God speaks to Moses and it is a 
thunderous sound and the earth quaked  violently [Ex19:18]. And the sound of God’s 
voice amid the thunder and lightening and storm winds and the shaking of the earth 
was too much for the people. It was sensory overload beyond anything they’d 
ever known. [I brought home this device from the Science Center…wanted nothing more than 

to get away] They begged Moses to make it stop believing that the sound of it would 
destroy them. [You speak to God for us and we’ll listen to you, but please make it stop.]   
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Catherine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egeria_(pilgrim)
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And the mountain was so filled with God’s HOLY Presence that boundaries were set 
up to keep people and animals off the mountain. [God to Moses Ex. 33:20 But He said, “You 

cannot see My face,  for no man can see Me and live!” Incense in Tabernacle]  
Any human or animal on the mountain was to be dispatched at a distance by 
stoning or an arrow.  And even Moses, who has had more contact with Yahweh 
Elohim than anyone is terrified saying: “I am trembling with fear.” 
 
As Dr. Ben Witheringon puts it “The image here is meant to convey something ear-splitting, eye-

popping, mind-blowing- in short something totally overwhelming. …Being a sinner in the presence of a 

holy God is an unbearable, frightening experience that can be lethal…” As our author said in ch10: 
It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. [slide]    
 
For the Israelites Sinai was a hostile environment typified by DREAD, FEAR, 
DISTANCE & EXCLUSION. God was dangerous and frightening and inaccessible in 
every possible way. And all of that is ultimately reflected in the tabernacle/temple’s 
exclusion, fear and inaccessibility. For them Heb 9:8 …the way into the holy place has not yet 

been disclosed… 
 
But Jesus, “…the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of His being…” Changed 
all that. Remember ch10 pictured the priests standing performing the same 
sacrifices day after day that could never effectively give anyone access to God. 
Then it portrays Jesus [slide] saying:  12 But when this priest had offered for all time one 

sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 13 and since that time he waits for his enemies to be 

made his footstool. 14 For by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy. 

And… [slide]    
10:19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the 

blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21 and since 

we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the 

full assurance that faith brings,…   
We can draw near to God because the way to the most holy place is opened to us through Christ.  
 

The way to Mt. Zion, the city that [by the presence of the ark of the covenant] was 
understood to be the earthy dwelling place of God, the Royal City, the Holy City of 
God -the City Abraham was looking forward to, whose architect and builder is God-  the 
Heavenly version of that city is accessible because of Jesus. The way to the Most 
Holy Place, the way to the City prepared for those who “longed for a better country,” is 
open!  [slide]    
The prophet Micah says: Mic. 4:7 “I will make the lame a remnant and the outcasts a strong nation, 

and the LORD will reign over them in Mount Zion From now on and forever. Isaiah pictures the 
final victory of God saying: 24:23 Then the moon will be abashed and the sun ashamed, For the  

LORD of hosts will reign on  Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, And His glory will be before His elders. 
And [slide] Zechariah declares that in the end God says: 8:3 “… ‘I will return to Zion and 

will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem. Then Jerusalem will be called the City of Truth, and the mountain of 

the LORD of hosts will be called the Holy Mountain.’ And let us not forget [slide]…    
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… Rev. 21:1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; …2 And I saw  the holy city,  new Jerusalem,  

coming down out of heaven from God,  made ready as a bride adorned for her husband.  3 And I heard a 

loud voice from the throne, saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will   dwell 

among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them… 

 
And so because of Jesus life and death, resurrection and ascention, the way to Mt. 
Zion and the holy city of the living God is open and you and I have access to it right 
now.  You can’t see it. It isn’t tangible and touchable like Mt. Sinai- but it’s no less 
real and no less true. [slide]    
 
This Zion our signpost is pointing toward is not the temporary, earthy version that 
has been built and destroyed and built and destroyed ad infinitum. This Mount Zion 
is the City of the living God. It is the Heavenly Jerusalem- that is, the Jerusalem that 
reflects the Kingdom and will of God just as it is in the throneroom of God. It is a city 
built by God [11:10] for all his sons and daughters. Consider it for a moment:  
 
This Mt. Zion is a place to which you may come. 22 But you have come to Mount Zion… 

You are welcomed. There is no distance between God and His people here. There 
is no exclusion. There are no sacred places shut off by curtains. It is “all access” 
for the people of God.  
 
It is a city full of thousands upon thousands of angels – who are God’s servants 
and messengers. And according to 1:14  they also exist to serve the “inheritors of salvation.” 

That’s us, my dears. And these angelic beings are engaged in a festival of Joy. 
They are celebrating in Mt. Zion because all of their work in service to God, on 
behalf of the heirs of salvation has come to fruition in the joyous assembly of the 
Church of the Firstborn whose names are written in the book of life.  
Remember in ancient Hebrew culture inheritance rules were: the Firstborn Son received a double 
portion of the inheritance. The rest of the heirs only received a single portion.  
So being Firstborn meant a title and position superior to others. But Hebrews has 
hinted that on Zion things are different. It calls all Jesus’ followers “heirs of the 

promise” & those who will “inherit the promise.”  
Notice: in the description of Zion, the names of those who make up “the Firstborn” 
are written in the Lord’s book of life. Everyone who belongs to Jesus has their name 
in that book and everyone in that book is one of God’s firstborn sons or daughters. 
All are equally honored. No one is excluded, or 2nd rate, or a lesser caste.  
All are one in Christ as the church of the Firstborn! And the angels rejoice!  

 
To take the road leading to Zion is to come to God who is the judge of all the 
earth- and to do so without fear of death or retribution.  
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And when we come to Mt Zion we also come to “the spirits of the righteous made 
perfect.”  
That’s likely referring to great ones, like Enoch and Noah and Rahab and Deborah and 

Isaiah and  Esther, and all those unnamed saints who never saw God’s promise come 
to be but remained faithful to the end and so have been made perfect, once for all, 
through Christ.  
 
And, of course, the sweetest thing, the greatest thing, the most important thing: in 
coming to Mt. Zion YOU HAVE COME TO JESUS, the one who by the willing 
sacrifice of himself has made all this access to God possible.  [How could you say 

“no” to Him. How could you refuse Him? Why wouldn’t you give your life for Him?]   
 

In Gen 4, after Cain murdered Abel, God came to him and said Gen 4:10 ‘Listen! Your 

brother’s blood is crying out to me from the ground. The implication is that the blood called out 
for justice, for punishment. It cried out demanding an eye for an eye and a life for a 
life. The voice of God from Mt. Sinai thunderd out the law, warning the people of the 
consequences of sin:separation and death. 
 
But Jesus’ sprinkled blood -like blood sprinkled on the doors on Passover night- speaks 
a better word: Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more. And I will write my laws on 

their hearts and minds.  

[slide]   And so v25 warns us do not refuse the one speaking to you by his 
blood. Because the God who has lovingly and graciously made a new way for you 
to come to Mt Zion is the same God that came in fire and smoke on the mountain so 
that all of Sinai quaked. He is still a consuming fire.  But at the same time His love 
for us is unshakeable. 
 
In the Puget Sound we’re all pretty aware of the possibility of being shaken [slide]  
up and the potential for devastation from The Big One! Puget Sound is crisscrossed 
by the Cascadia Subduction Zone and the Seattle Fault and the So.Whidbey 
Island Fault. They tell us it’s not a matter of “If” but “When” it will come.  
It’s he same with this final shaking God has promised: not “if” but “when.” 
 
Earthquakes feature prominently when God is actively changing the world. Isaiah says 
men will try to hide, “Before the terror of the LORD And the splendor of His majesty, When He arises to 

make the earth tremble.”  
And Matthew describes an earthquake as Jesus gave up his spirit on the Cross. [slide]   
Isaiah 13 says:  11 I will punish the world for its evil, the wicked for their sins. I will put an end to the 

arrogance of the haughty and will humble the pride of the ruthless.  12 I will make man scarcer than pure gold, 

more rare than the gold of Ophir. 13 Therefore I will make the heavens tremble; and the earth will shake from 

its place at the wrath of the LORD Almighty, in the day of his burning anger. 
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Our author looks back to Sinai, remembering how the mountain shook at the 
thundering of God’s voice and then he quotes the prophet Haggai speaking for God 
saying: “Once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.”   

Our Author sees this pointing to the future; to the time when Christ returns and all the 

promises of God for our redemption and the redemption of the entire Kosmos become reality.  

 
Rev. 20, talking about the same thing, speaks of the Heavens and the Earth fleeing 
away from God’s presence. Then in the next chapter John sees in the vision [Rev 
21] a NEW Heaven and a NEW Earth.  
[slide]   
Contrary to the way v26-27 might sound the shaking isn’t about physical things being shaken to 

nothing so that only spiritual things remain. It’s not created things falling away and leaving 
only spiritual things.  
No, this last shaking of Creation will be about the end of everything 
temporary. Things like the temple, the sacrifices and the old covenant have already dissolved. 

Human governments, financial systems, Justice systems; church buildings, denominations, all of 
our human-made religious trappings will be shaken so they fall to nothing. Fear, pain, sorrow, 

loneliness, exclusion the restraint of time will all be dust in the wind. The curses of the Fall 
that separate us from God, one another and the natural world; everything temporary 
will fall away to nothing- and every iota of our world will be put to rights- salvation 
will be complete.  
The permanent things of God WILL remain: God’s perfect Kosmos, our 
resurrection bodies Faith, Hope and His Agape Love -to name a few. God’s intention 
is to hand His firstborn sons & daughters a Kingdom that cannot be shaken- ever. 
[Though we can’ see or touch it, it’s ours already.] 

 
And all of this is made possible because of Jesus- God, the Son, becoming one of 
us, living, dying, rising again, and enthroned at King. Mt. Zion, as described, and all 
that it implies is because of Jesus.  
 
And so, while some of our Hebrews want to retreat back up the path to Mt Sinai, the 
appropriate response is to join in the Joyous worship of Mt. Zion [slide]  and engage 
ourselves in simple reverence, awe, and grateful worship to Jesus who has made a 
way and blazed the trail to the Heavenly City of God.  
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Hebrews 12 
18 You have not come to a mountain that can be touched and that is burning with 
fire; to darkness, gloom and storm; 19 to a trumpet blast or to such a voice speaking 
words that those who heard it begged that no further word be spoken to 
them, 20 because they could not bear what was commanded: “If even an animal 
touches the mountain, it must be stoned to death.” 21 The sight was so terrifying 
that Moses said, “I am trembling with fear.” 
 
22 But you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem.You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful 
assembly, 23 to the church of the firstborn, whose names are written in heaven. You 
have come to God, the Judge of all, to the spirits of the righteous made 
perfect, 24 to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that 
speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 
 
25 See to it that you do not refuse him who speaks. If they did not escape when they 
refused him who warned them on earth, how much less will we, if we turn away from 
him who warns us from heaven?  
 
26 At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Once more I 
will shake not only the earth but also the heavens.” 27 The words “once more” 
indicate the removing of what can be shaken—that is, created things—so that what 
cannot be shaken may remain. 
 
28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be 
thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, 29 for our “God is a 
consuming fire.” 
 


