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We’re working our way through the book called Hebrews. From clues in the text we are 
proceeding as if this letter was written to a Jewish Christian Congregation in Rome in 
the late 60s-a time when persecution of Christians was commonplace, but Judaism was a 

legally practiced religion. Our author is worried his people are “drifting away,” retreating 
back into the Old Covenant and away from the New established by Jesus’ life, death 
and resurrection.  
 
No surprise then that the entire letter argues that The Lord Jesus Christ is superior…  
to Moses, to Abraham, to the law. And since Angels were a fashionable item of 
interest in the Judaism of this period, our author argues that Jesus is superior to these 
mightiest of God’s created beings. And so, due to His superiority, this Salvation, is too 

great to be abandoned on account of inconvenience or bullying.  
 
And there’s this: Just as God has work for you in THIS world -for which He distributes Holy 

Spirit gifts- God also has work for you in the next. Just as in the Beginning: the first man 
and woman were given authority over all the creation and assigned work to do.   
 
If your picture of the Garden of Eden was Adam and Eve lounging about naked, eating bon bons and 
reading trashy romance novels while sipping fruity drinks with little umbrellas all day ‘til God dropped 

by with an eggplant casserole in the afternoon, you are mistaken. Humans, made in the image 
of our Creator, have a built-in need for work, activity, exploration, creative problem 
solving –wringing order from chaos, creating beauty. [Remember in the pre-Fall world there is NO 

FUTILITY in work, no wasted effort, no decay, no meaningless repetition.]  They are given 
authority over their world, assigned to “Cultivate and keep” it [2:15], and commanded 
“Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 

  
In the Genesis picture of the world God intended, his image-bearing humans were 
“working managers” giving hands-on, dirty-finger-nailed, oversight to the garden  
and its creatures. Then comes the moment of human disobedience, the test is failed. 
 
Humanity’s Representatives break the one rule God laid out for them and because 
they are THE Representative Humans the effect of their action is transferred to ALL of 
their descendants- all the way to us.  
 
Among the devastating results: the supernatural symbiotic relationship between 
humanity and nature was broken. Decay and futility enter and become the norm in all 
human efforts to “subdue” nature. [You can “pave paradise and put up a parking lot” but grass 
will crack the concrete and tree roots will buckle foundations.]  Gen. 3:17 To Adam [God] said, “… 

through painful toil you will eat of [the land] all the days of your life. 18 It will produce thorns and thistles for 

you, and you will eat the plants of the field.   

19 By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the ground, The created world is 
no longer subject to human authority. Our appointment is, rescinded until further notice.  
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Who then takes on the overseeing of the Kosmos? Well, when human 
representatives fell for the Serpent’s lies the WIN went to the Enemy of our Souls- we 

call it Satan or The Devil. Certainly God through Christ is still the Maker and Sustainer of 
all things- as in Heb 1. The systems God set in place [seasons, water cycle, C02 cycle. 

planetary orbits, molecular integrity] …all of them continue as He intended.  
 
But there is Biblical evidence – a bit exotic but interesting, nonetheless- that angelic beings 
have some sort of responsibility for the world or at least parts of it.  One translation 
[LXX] of Deut 32 includes this statement: Deut. 32:8 reads “ When the Most High gave the nations 

their inheritance,  When He separated the sons of  man, He set the boundaries of the peoples according to the 

number of the angels of God [MT Sons of Israel]. Moses seems to be saying God’s organization 
of the nations was somehow dependent on the number of His angelic servants.   
 
Daniel has a vision in ch 10 in which an angel appears to him: 5 I looked up and there before 

me was a man dressed in linen, with a belt of the finest gold around his waist.  6 His body was like chrysolite, 

his face like lightning, his eyes like flaming torches, his arms and legs like the gleam of burnished bronze, and 

his voice like the sound of a multitude.   
Dan’s knees keep buckling in the presence of this being. This unnamed angel says 
God dispatched him in response to Dan’s prayers. But he was held up by the Prince of 

Persia resisting Him until Michael –a chief prince and the angelic overseer of Israel [12:1] came to his 

aid. A “Prince of Greece” is also mentioned. Dan’s vision seems to imply some sort of angelic 

oversight connected to geography. AND notice: NOT all of these beings are on God’s side. 
 

The full “armor of God” is necessary -Ephesians says- because.. 12 …we are not fighting against 

human beings but against the wicked spiritual forces in the heavenly world, the rulers, authorities, and cosmic 

powers of this dark age. 

Let’s also remember, as Julie Miller’s song says: The Devil is an angel too.  
The Chief of these fallen angelic powers is portrayed as governing “this world” in some way. 
Satan is called “the god of this world” [2Cor 4:4]. Jesus calls Satan the “ruler of this 
world” [John 12:31]. When Satan tempts Jesus he offers him all the Kingdoms of the 
world- all its systems of power if he will just worship him- “for it has been handed over to me and I give it 

to whomever I wish [Lk 4:6].” Jesus refuses to worship the snake, but He doesn’t deny or 
correct the Enemy’s claim.  
So, within boundaries allowed by God [Job], Satan has control of “this world” until Jesus 
returns. 1Cor. 15:24 then comes the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, 
when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power.  25 For He must reign until He has put all 
His enemies under His feet.   
 
Those angelic beings that drifted away from God and followed Satan are demonic 
forces of death in the world. Those angelic beings loyal to God are 14 …ministering spirits 

sent to serve those who will inherit salvation? 
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I find this all very interesting because after the warning not to drift away from so great a 
salvation [2:1-4], our author gives a weirdly fascinating reason: 2:5 It is not to angels that he 

has subjected the world to come,… 
 

You know there’s a “world to come” right?  Well that world’s NOT going to be subject to angels.  

The current fallen-angel slumlord of this world [Satan] will be booted out before the 
world to come comes to be.  And the world to come will, again, be ordered as God 
intended it to be- it will be subject to the hands-on oversight of His image-bearing 
humans – and here’s a quote from Psalm 8 to prove it! 
 
Psalm 8 was not seen as messianic! It was a well-known song of praise celebrating God’s greatness 
as revealed in His creation of the Human Being- crowned with glory and honor as God intended.  

The perfect, un-twisted, unfallen, human being- the True Human Being as originally 
envisioned, established and appointed by God as overseer of all the Kosmos.  
Ps 8 pictures you and me in the state and authoritative position God intended for us.  

 1 O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!  You have set your glory above the 

heavens. 2  From the lips of children and infants   you have ordained praise  because of your enemies,   to 

silence the foe and the avenger. 3 When I consider your heavens,  the work of your fingers,  the moon and the 

stars,   which you have set in place, 4 what is man that you are mindful of him,   the son of man that you care 

for him?  

5 You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor. 6 You 

made him ruler over the works of your hands; you put everything under his feet: 7 all flocks and herds, and the 

beasts of the field, 8 the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, all that swim the paths of the seas.  9 O LORD, 

our Lord,  how majestic is your name in all the earth!    
 

I want you to see two things in our author’s use of Psalm 8. 
First: The Hebrew ears of our readers hear the quotation as talking about God’s 
intentions for humankind. “Man” and “Son of man” are synonymous simply meaning a human 

being. It’s a common form in Hebrew poetry called parallelism. 6 …“What is man that you are mindful of 

him, the son of man that you care for him? 

So when our author states: “the world to come isn’t going to be subject to angels,” and then 
proves his point with Ps 8 he trying to get his people to see that despite the Fall, by the 
goodness of God, Humanity will again rise to that place of Eden-like authority over 
Creation. [Remember those snapshots from Isaiah we talked about at Easter:  Is. 11:6 The wolf will 

live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a 

little child will lead them.]  Our author is encouraging them to hang on to Jesus because in 
the end He’s the one who puts the world to rights and who will give those who 
persevere to the end the reward of Kingdom work and Kingdom authority. 
 

 

Second: At the same time their Hebrew ears are hearing that. Their Christian ears will 
hear something else. All of these believers would know Jesus referred to himself as 
“The Son of Man.” And as the book of Daniel was a popular read in the 1st Century 
they would be familiar with Daniel 7- In this vision he sees a bunch of monsters rise up 
out of the sea and do horrible things to the world. Then… 
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Dan. 7:13     “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man [even here it just means 

someone who looked like a human compared to the previous monsters], coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached 

the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence.  14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all 

peoples, nations and men of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will 

not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed. 

The Hebrews audience was Jewish, but also Christian and “Son of Man” would prick 
their ears up to wonder: now wait a minute, who are we talking about here? Man or the 
Son of Man? 
 
And then our author referring back to the original meaning of Psalm 8 about “vanilla 
humans” comments: 8 In putting everything under him, God left nothing that is not subject to him. [these 

pronouns can be singular or plural] In God’s original intention for humanity [and, I would argue, his 

future intentions for us] EVERYTHING –all of creation was placed under the feet, under 
the authority, of the first man and woman as humanity’s representatives. But all 
that was lost at the Fall.  
 
And so our author states the problem honestly in what is probably the “understatement 
of the millennium” 8b Yet at present we do not see everything subject to him [Them].  
And our persecuted, fearful, considering drifting away Hebrews respond: “You’re 
telling me!?” They’ve known insult and persecution. They’ve not been imprisoned but 
they’ve been in prison a lot caring for other church members. They’ve had their 
property confiscated by authorities [Heb 10]. Nobody knows better than us that  
“at present we do not see everything subject to them.” 
 
And this is where the rubber meets the road because 2000 years later we can still say 
the same. When Burt falls and breaks his hip and Jim Roy is on hospice it doesn’t seem like 

everything’s under our feet.  When a friend calls from California because she’s just extricated herself 
from an abusive relationship and this is another in a series of abusive relationships for her and I can’t 
do anything to fix it- everything is not subject to us.   When another friend is hurting because of the 
choices her teenagers are making- everything is not under our feet.  When a terrorist bombs a 
teenybopper concert in Manchester, when hate speech and accompanying violence seem to be on 
the rise along with slavery and global warming and racism and war and genocide, and good being 
called evil and evil being called good clearly at present we do not see everything in subjection to us.  
 

And, if you’re anything like me, hearing the news, following world events dealing with 
the hardships of those around you, you’re tired and despairing and frustrated…  
…because we sense that  “In putting everything under them God left nothing that is not subject to 

them. Yet,…at present we do not see everything subject to them.”  

But then come five indispensable words: But. We. Do. See. Jesus.  
 

We are certainly less than the angels and we are not, at the moment, crowned with 
glory and honor. And though scripture promises the day will come when “the saints will 

judge the world…we will judge angels [1Cor 6:2-3] nothing at the moment appears to be subject 
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to us or put under our feet.  8b …Yet at present we do not see everything subject to him.  9 But we do 

see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor 
 
But we do see Jesus, The Son, the Maker and sustainer of all things, the radiance of God’s glory, 

the exact representation of God’s being – himself- “9…made lower than the angels for a little while.”   
That’s of course talking about the incarnation, about the 33 years the “Image of the 
invisible God” lived the life that you and I live, suffering the pain and loss and hardship 
as well as Joy and peace and contentment you and I feel and being tempted and 
tested just like us but without failing. 
 
Jesus is not only “the exact representation of God’s being,” but in the incarnation Jesus is also 
our new Human Representative. He is the 2nd Adam, and the only Truly Human 
Being since before the Fall. And He is  “crowned with glory and honor. Why? 
“…because he suffered death.” And he did so on behalf of everyone- representing us all.  
 
Jesus experienced joy and sadness and frustration and elation just like you do. And he 
did it as your representative- as The singular representative of what a Truly Human 
Being is and does.   
You know, all those bits of the gospel ahead of His death and resurrection?  In all of 
that Jesus is showing us how to LIVE the way God intended Human Beings to live- in 

Joy and sacrifice and love.  As our representative His life example is for us to copy.  
 
And more than just informing the way we live Jesus’ experience in passing through 
death for the sake of us all means that JUST AS HE was crowned with Glory and 
honor so WE WILL BE. As he ascended to the presence of God to be seated- Eph. 1:21 

far above  all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every  name that is named, not only in  this age 

but also in the one to come, so, just as in Psalm 8 we will be renewed and restored to God’s 
intended role for us as overseers of a renewed and restored world  
Rom. 5:17 For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will 

those who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the 

one man, Jesus Christ. 

 
Just as the first man and woman- humanity’s representatives- transferred death to all 
of their descendants -all the way down to us- … 
so the 2nd Adam, The One Truly Human Being, Humanity’s Representative, transfers 
glory and honor and authority to those who persevere and do not “fall away.” 
 
Fair warning though: Jesus is only crowned with glory and honor AFTER he has 
passed through death.  As he is our representative, so the same is true for all of us.  
We have to walk through the days of our lives, we have to pass through death in all  
its shapes and sizes and surprising disguises.  
We have to face the fact that despite the promise of Ps8 and the power and 
effectiveness of Jesus’ death and resurrection… Yet at present we do not see everything subject to 
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him. And in the remainder of this world- or at least our time in it- we likely WILL NOT see 

everything subject to him.  
And that’s the way it is. 
 
BUT WE DO SEE JESUS who was lower than the angels for a little while, now crowned with glory and honor 

because he suffered death…for the sake of every one of us. The Word of God says: To this you 

were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps. [1Pet. 2:21] 
 
For now we have to press on through the tragedy and terror and ugliness and sickness 
and sorrow that we encounter in life [death in all its disturbing disguises]. But Jesus, our 
representative, our forerunner, our Truly Human Brother [2:11b] has already passed 
through death and defeated it by the sure and certain power of the resurrection. 
 
And Just as death came to us through the one man, Adam [1Cor 15:21]; so by the man, 
Jesus- the exact representation of God and Humanity’s representative- resurrection glory and honor will 
come to you and me on the other side of death.   
 
As he is no longer “lower than the angels” so WE WILL BE.  
AS HE was crowned with Glory and honor so WE WILL BE. 
Regardless of what you life is like now, glory and honor will be yours because Jesus, 
the Son- our representative- suffered death for us all.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1Pet. 1:10    As to this salvation, the prophets who  prophesied of the  grace that would come to you 
made careful searches and inquiries,  11  seeking to know what person or time  the Spirit of Christ 
within them was indicating as He  predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories  to follow.  12 It 
was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have 
been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by  the Holy Spirit sent from 
heaven — things into which  angels long to  look. 
 
 


