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One of the joys of living in the town you did most of your growing up in is you get to 
live alongside people who have known you for a long time- maybe even most or all of 
your life. The “home-town-prophet” thing has never been a problem for me. To, as an 
adult, pastor the same people that knew me as a child and as a teenager trying my 
best to follow Jesus is a great gift from God.  
 
It is a thing of incredible value to me that the roots of my life- my boyhood [SLIDE] and 
my teen years- [SLIDE] my giving my life to Jesus at MR, my participation in church as 
a young person, my ministry in music with Father’s Joy [SLIDE] [SLIDE] - essentially 
my origin story is known to many of you, as much of your story is known to me. 
[SLIDE]   
 
And I love that. Because being known reasonably deeply by those I’m sharing life 
with, by my brothers and sisters, my tribe, so to speak is important to me. Like the 
theme-song for Cheers says: “I want to go where everybody knows my name”- not out 
of some need for fame and adulation but out of a felt need to be understood, or at 
least not misunderstood. To share life with people who “get” me.  
 
After Dad’s memorial service [Jan of 2014] I got to sit down with three friends from high 
school- three of my tribe- and just talk about stuff. These people my brothers and 
sisters. {I spent eight hours with them every weekday and most of the weekend as well.} 

  
And as cliché as it is to say, that night, sitting round a table at the Bayview we fell into 
communication that was as comfortable as it has ever been because of our long 
history of shared experience and a mutual sense of familiarity- even safety. It felt so 
good, -especially at that moment- to feel so “known,” so understood.  
This feeling is difficult to describe. It’s a blend of contentment and Joy. It’s a blend of 
security and peace. It’s a “safe-zone” where there’s no fear of being misunderstood. 
It’s similar to the feeling I experience when we have all the children home eating 
Rebekah’s pizza as we watch a movie we’ve seen dozens of times but still love [The 

Pirates of Penzance, or Scrooge, the Musical, or Star Wars]. 
 
To be “known,” to be understood, to know that those around you “get” you –and love you- 

is worth more to me than all the pizza, Sluys’ donuts and cups of dark, black coffee 
in the world. And that’s saying something.  
 
In 1Cor13 the scripture promises that in the age to come “I will know fully as I am 
fully known [by God]. And I long for that day. I look forward to the age to come when 
that promise comes true for all of us and we all “know fully as we are fully known” 
by God.  
Because the way I interpret that promise, it means that come either the end of this life 
or the end of this age -come the resurrection- there will be no such thing as a stranger. 
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We will know and we will understand one another absolutely and utterly- just the way 
God knows and understands us. And speaking as a closet introvert, I say “Come Lord 
Jesus and make it so!”   
 
But ‘til then all we can do is hope that sympathy and empathy, shared experience and 
determined, gentle, conversations will help people understand us and us them in our 

aggressively individualized, polarized, red/blue, my way or the highway world.] 
  

NOW, on the up side of the here and now, from the Hebrews passage we’ve been 
considering- Heb 2:10-18- it is clear that there is someone who “gets” us utterly and 
absolutely  And yes, it’s Jesus.  
 
From this passage - Heb 2:10-18- we’ve talked about Jesus as the Elder Brother who is 
unashamed of His holy brothers and sisters. And from this same passage we’ve talked 
about Jesus becoming a mortal to experience death as we do in order to free us from 
our “slavery to the fear of death.”  
 
But the central message of these verses, the nut, the kernel, the core is that for thirty 
plus years Jesus -who sits on the everlasting throne of God [1:8]- shared our flesh and  
blood humanity to the full. These eight verses in Hebrews are heavily laden with the 
idea that Jesus “gets” you. Let’s take a look. 
   
[SLIDE] 
2:11 Both the one who makes people holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. 

2:14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity 

2:17 For this reason he had to be made like his brothers and sisters in every way, 

He and we are human beings [flesh/blood/mortality]. Jesus is a full member in the 
tribe of Humanity. He’s not God in an off-the-rack human costume. He’s not like those 
insects that look like an ordinary leaf but are REALLY a superior being [compared to a 

leaf]. He’s not a spiritual being covered in a thin patina of humanity. He’s is your flesh 
and blood humanity in every way. He gets you.  
 
[SLIDE] 
2:11b …So Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters. 12 He says, “I will declare your name to my 

brothers and sisters 

The nature of the humanity we share with him makes Jesus our brother. In the 
category of human experience there is an equality between Jesus and us. So we are 
not only brothers and sisters in Jesus, but we are also brothers and sisters with 
Jesus. He is one of us.  He gets you. 
 
 
[SLIDE] 
2:13…And again he says, “Here am I, and the children God has given me. 
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2:14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity… 

2:16 For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s descendants. 

He’s on our side.  He stands in solidarity with us as God’s image-bearing humans & 
Abraham’s descendants. Jesus -by virtue of his humanness [and his love]- is for us, united 
with us. He is not your opposition. What a thought: to think that whatever thing you’re 
facing, Jesus stands with you!! He gets you. 
 
[SLIDE] 
2:10 …it was fitting that God, …make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through what he suffered. 

2:14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death… 

His solidarity with us is not partial or incidental. He is no fair-weather-friend. His 
solidarity with humans runs all the way to and through death. He didn’t stop short of the 
full Human experience. He died just as we do. He gets you. 
  
[SLIDE] 
Heb. 2:14 …he … shared in their humanity so that by his death he might … 15 …free those who all their lives 

were held in slavery by their fear of death. 

That solidarity all the way to death means he understands our “slavery to the fear of 
death” and the need to be free of it. The gospel song we sing that says: “He had no fears 

for his own griefs but sweat drops of blood for mine” is nice poetry but it ascribes a courage to 
Jesus that is SUPER-HUMAN- something Jesus was not. Jesus feared the violence, pain, 
and shame of his death, as we do ours. He “gets” our fear of death. 
 

[SLIDE] 
2:13 And again [He says],    “I will put my trust in him.” 

This quote is from Isaiah 8. The prophet predicts some really bad stuff is going to 
happen to Israel. Speaking for himself he says: “I will put my trust in him.”   
Hebrews’ author hears these words coming from Jesus mouth. Jesus, the Son of God 
doesn’t get a pass because of who he is. Suffering and trouble will come his way as it 
does for all the rest of us. In the midst of sickness or hardship we vanilla humans have 
no other option than to trust God has got our back. Our author sees Jesus, as one of 
us, declaring as one of us, he will trust God just the way we do. He “gets” you. 
   
[SLIDE] 
2:18 … he himself suffered when he was tempted, … 

Just like you suffer when the tests and temptations of life come to you Jesus suffered. 
So He understands our weakness of our heart, mind, and body from his own personal 
experience. His felt the pull of temptation and the challenge of the test just like you do. 
Remember Gethsemane. “Let this cup pass from me…”  He “gets” you. 
[SLIDE] 
2:17… he had to be made like them, fully human in every way, in order that he might become a merciful … 

high priest  

His solidarity with us and suffering over temptation and testing makes him merciful 
toward our failings. He understands our weakness –that we are but dust.  
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[SLIDE] 
2:17 …he had to be made like them, fully human in every way, in order that he might become a … faithful high 

priest  

His solidarity with us and his intimate experience of our weakness makes him a 
faithful friend. Having been abandoned he knows what it means to have someone 
standing by. “He gets us.” 
 
Jesus was made like you and me in every way. He lived as we do – a different time, a 

different place, a different culture: yes- but in all the essentials of the human experience 
Jesus lived a life like yours.  
 
His experience of our life means without question the Son of God understands 
whatever it is you are facing. He understands how you’re hurting.  He understands 
what the bad news you received means to you. He understands the test you fear and 
the temptation you dread as well as your delight and contentment and Joy.  
Jesus will never look at you confused and say: “I just don’t “get” you.”  
Jesus “gets” us.  
 
Jesus “gets” our suffering [our hurt, our frustration, our anger, our lonliness, our insecurity] 
Jesus “gets” that we need to be rescued. [That we’re lost. We need saving, salvation] 
Jesus “gets” that we are an unholy mess. [we need to be made holy & brought to glory] 
Jesus “gets” that we need an example  
[A Pioneer who put His trust in Him and sings God’s praises to us] 
Jesus “gets” that we fear death.  
[It was suffering for him as it is for us- sweat blood/pleaded to pass]  
Jesus “gets” our need for mercy and for faithfulness [esp in a go-between with God] 

Jesus “gets” our need for atonement- our need to be put right with God after Gen3. 
Jesus “gets” what it is to be human [in all it’s glory and majesty and all it’s messy 

weakness.] 
 
Jesus “gets” you.  
 
And here’s the thing: while this amazing book of Hebrews emphasizes the humanness 
of Jesus in powerful ways, it ALSO makes clear that this Human Jesus was God in 
person, God in the flesh. God come back to Israel as He promised in the prophets. 
The Son is the “exact representation of God’s being” 1:3 
Angels worship the Son in 1:6.  
1:8 describes The Son as God seated on an everlasting throne 
1:10 says “In the beginning” the earth and heavens were the work of The Son’s hands. 
In Hebrews 3 our author will compare Jesus to Moses saying: 3 Jesus has been found worthy 

of greater honor than Moses, just as the builder of a house has greater honor than the house itself.  4 For every 

house is built by someone, but God is the builder of everything. 
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Moses is the house. Jesus is the builder of the house called Moses.  
God is the builder of everything. 
As mind-boggling as it might be: Jesus and God are one and the same.  
 
So if Jesus gets your Fear of Death that means GOD gets it. 
 
If Jesus gets the suffering your feeling, the pain you know, the fear you feel that means 
God gets it. 
  
If Jesus gets that you and I are unholy messes in need of being brought to glory, God 
gets it. 
  
If Jesus gets our need for mercy and faithfulness as he blazes a trail for us to follow to 
glory then God gets it too.  
Jesus who is God gets you. And as Linus says to Charlie Brown: [SLIDE] 
“There’s no substitute for someone who “gets” you. 
 
Until the Age to come when we will know even as we are known this simple Truth jam-
packed into these eight verses in Hebrews will have to do: [SLIDE]  
Jesus “Gets” You. Which means God “gets” you. 
 
 
You think about that.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


