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Remember when Jesus is celebrating the Passover with his disciples for the last time. 
The Passover was a celebration meal. There was some solemnity to it, but it was 
mostly a joyful occasion celebrating God’s miraculous work on behalf of his people to 
set them free from slavery to Pharaoh and Egypt. Something akin to our celebrating 
the 4th of July with friends and family and specially prescribed food for the occasion: hot 

dogs and watermelon and Mom’s apple pie!  
 
But there comes this moment when Jesus has to prepare them for what’s going to 
happen soon. Matt. 26:20  When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve.  21 And 

while they were eating, he said, “I tell you the truth, one of you will betray me.” 22  They were very sad and 

began to say to him one after the other, “Surely not I, Lord?”   
 
Later, on the way to the Mount of Olives, Jesus will say to them : “This very night you will all 

fall away on account of me,…” Peter, of course takes a powerful stand and says: “Even if 
everyone desserts you, I NEVER will.  In Luke Peter says -with all the courage of a man 

safely among his friends at a dinner party- I’m willing to go with you to prison, even to death!” 
Jesus replies: Listen to what I’m telling you…this very night, before the cock crows, 
you will disown me three times.  In Peter’s heart: Surely not I!? 

 
Shortly after that a mob arrives to arrest Jesus, there’s some mayhem but Mark’s 
gospel ends the scene with what are to me, the saddest words of the gospel writers:  
50 And they all left Him and fled. 
 
Surely not I?  And while all of them didn’t backstab him with a kiss [more of a front-stab] 

in that moment all twelve of his disciples abandoned him. Everyone who said: “Surely 
not I?” left Jesus in the lurch. 
 
The Jewish Christians who are reading this letter are feeling something akin to 
what the disciples felt at the moment the mob arrived in the Garden: scared, threatened, 

fearing arrest and beating or death.   Their life has become more difficult than they expected 
because of their embrace of Jesus as Lord. They’re thinking of abandoning ship -or 

maybe just sort of letting this “Jesus thing” go as a waning interest- just a fad in their religious life. 
Hebrews’ preacher is trying to correct them to remind them who Jesus is- The Son of 
God in the flesh- and who they are in Him- holy brothers and sisters with a Heavenly calling. 

 
In 3:1-6 the superiority of Jesus over Moses is pressed hard. Both were faithful to 
God. Moses was faithful as a servant in God’s house. But Jesus is faithful as the Son 
OVER God’s house. Jesus is worthy of greater glory than Moses just like the builder of 
the house gets more honor than the house he built. God is the builder of everything. 
Jesus, the Son, is, himself the builder of Moses [Moses is part of the universe which was 

made by the Father through Jesus the Son 1:2].  
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And WE are the “house” Jesus is the Son over IF …IF…a contingency statement, IF we 

hold firmly to our confidence and the hope in which we glory.  In other words: you’ve GOT TO hang 
on, you’ve GOT To keep going! You’ve got to stick with Jesus in whom you placed 
your confidence and hope…regardless of your circumstances. 
 
Because if you don’t you will find yourself on the wrong side of God’s work in the world, 
betraying the God you say you love and follow. “What?” his readers say, “Me on the 
wrong side of God’s work!? Me, betraying God?”  Surely not I!? We are God’s chosen 
and faithful people and we always have been. Surely not us?  Actually, yes. You.   
 
The preacher, to underscore his point, quotes Psalm 95, a psalm of David. The first 
half of Ps 95 is a joyful call to worship that includes the familiar: Psa. 95:6 Come, let us bow 

down in worship, let us kneel before the LORD our Maker; 7  for he is our God and we are the people of his 

pasture,  the flock under his care. 

The second half tells the tragic story of what happened to Israel when she didn’t 
worship and bow down; when, instead, she hardened her heart, went astray, and 
tested God to the point of anger.  
 
Maybe you remember from Genesis that the family of Jacob/Israel came to live in 
Egypt because Israel’s son, Joseph, by many difficulties and twists and turns of fate, saved 
Egypt from a terrible famine by the wisdom and insight God gave him. Time passes. 
The Israelites flourish in Egypt. Then comes a Pharaoh who doesn’t care about what 
some Hebrew did for Egypt in the past.  
He sees these Hebrews as a liability and they’re reproducing like rabbits.  
So they purposefully abused and enslaved them. They “worked them ruthlessly.” 
 
So God sends them Moses who tells Pharaoh: “God says: Let my people go.” Pharaoh 
says “No.” God, through Moses, lays down ten plagues on Egypt: water turned to 
blood, frogs, gnats, flies, livestock death, boils, crop-crushing hail, etc. But whatever 
happened Pharaoh “hardened his heart” and did not listen until the death of every 
firstborn. [Up through #7 Pharoah, then God locusts, darkness, death of firstborn.] 
 
The people saw incredible things happen by the power of God. They walked out of 
Egypt en masse. They saw the Red Sea part and they walked through on dry land, 
They saw the protection of the Pillar of cloud and fire and they saw Pharaoh’s army 
destroyed in the Sea. Besides that, God gave them miraculous food manna in the 
morning and quail in the evening.  
 
We come to Ex 17- which features largely in Ps 95. They camped at a place called 
Rephidim. 1… but there was no water for the people to drink.  2 So they…[went about life trusting God to 

provide, - Nope; proceeded to look for a good place to dig a well themselves…nope;, thanked God for the store 

of water they’d brought from their previous camp-nope] 
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 So they quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.”   Moses replied, “Why do you quarrel 

with me? Why do you put the LORD to the test?” 3 But the people were thirsty for water there, and they 

grumbled against Moses. They said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our children and 

livestock die of thirst?” 
Moses prays: Lord these people are going to kill me, what do I do.  
God tells him: take some elders, go to this rock, strike it with your staff and water will 
come out. He did. It did. And Moses named it: Massah & Meriba [rebellion & Testing Heb 3:8]. 

 
Then they arrive at their destination: Mt Sinai. They see the lightening and smoke on 
Mt. Sinai and they heard the thunder and the great Trump of God and the voice of God 
[which terrified them] and they received the Stone tablets- inscribed by the finger of God. 
But too too many of the people continue to complain and bicker over their discomfort and difficulty.  

 
It all comes to a head when Moses brings them to the edge of the Promised Land, 
Canaan. Moses chooses 12 men to go into the land –under cover- and explore it, look 

over the people who live there, and the fruit of the land. They came back after 40 days. Ten 
of them said: sure it’s lush and fruitful but the people are big and dangerous. We’ll die if we go in 

there. But Caleb and Joshua forcefully disagree: [Numbers 14] 
8 “ If the LORD is pleased with us, then He will bring us into this land and give it to us —  a land which flows 

with milk and honey.  9 “Only do not rebel against the LORD; and do not fear the people of the land, for they 

will be our  prey. Their protection has been removed from them, and the LORD is with us; do not fear them.” 

 
But Num 14: 2 All the sons of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron; and the whole congregation said to 

them, “ Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in this wilderness!   
[O’ be careful what you ask for.]  

They even talked about stoning Joshua and Caleb. God is righteously angry with 
them and wants to wipe them out and start over [not unlike Noah]. Incredibly, Moses goes 
to bat for the people again until: Num. 14:20     The LORD replied, “I have forgiven them, as you 

asked.  21 Nevertheless, as surely as I live and as surely as the glory of the LORD fills the whole earth,  22 not 

one of the men who saw my glory and the miraculous signs I performed in Egypt and in the desert but who 

disobeyed me and tested me ten times—  23 not one of them will ever see the land I promised on oath to their 

forefathers. No one who has treated me with contempt will ever see it.   
 
So God tells Moses to tell his people, who’ve seen all of this and still refuse to follow 
Him. 28 So tell them, ‘As surely as I live, declares the LORD, I will do to you the very things I heard you say:  

29 In this desert your bodies will fall—every one of you twenty years old or more who was counted in the 

census and who has grumbled against me.  30 Not one of you will enter the land I swore with uplifted hand to 

make your home, except Caleb son of Jephunneh and Joshua son of Nun. 

So they spend one year taking laps around Mt. Sinai for each of the 40 days the twelve 
spent exploring the promised land.  Forty years later Moses sums it up for the new 
generation ready to enter the promised land: Deut. 2:14     Thirty-eight years passed from the time 

we left Kadesh Barnea until we crossed the Zered Valley. By then, that entire generation of fighting men had 

perished from the camp, as the LORD had sworn to them.   
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That’s the background behind Ps 95 and behind our text this morning. Heb. 3:10  That is 

why I was angry with that generation,   and I said, ‘Their hearts are always going astray, and they have not 

known my ways.’ 11 So I declared on oath in my anger,   ‘They shall never enter my rest.’” 
 
Rebellion, Testing. God said to his chosen people: I’ve prepared my Rest for you, a 
land flowing with milk and honey. Enter into this land I’m giving to you Hebrews. And 
they said, “No. We won’t. We won’t trust you. We won’t follow you.” They didn’t just back 
quietly away from God’s call on their lives. They said:  Num 14:3 Why is the LORD 

bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the sword? Our wives and children will be taken as plunder. 

Wouldn’t it be better for us to go back to Egypt?” 
 
Like our Hebrews want to leave God’s promise of life in Christ and go back to “slavery” 
in Judaism. Their ancestors wanted to leave God’s promise of life in the land he was 
giving them and return to slavery in Egypt. Our author drives the point home with these 
5 questions: Heb. 3:16     Who were they who heard and rebelled? Were they not all those Moses led out of 

Egypt?  17 And with whom was he angry for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell 

in the desert?  18 And to whom did God swear that they would never enter his rest if not to those who 

disobeyed?   
 
Who were they? Surely not I, Lord. They were God’s people who saw the plagues, 
who walked out of Egypt and walked through the Red Sea and ate the Manna and 
Quail and saw the fire and smoke and heard the Trumpet of Mt. Sinai and saw the 
tablets of stone written by the finger of God.  
But even THEY heard and rebelled. Even THEY sinned against God so that THEY 
died in the wilderness never obtaining the promise. And it was to these, his own 
Hebrews- those whose unbelief left them unable to obey [3:19 & 4:2b]- that God declared 
“THEY shall never enter my rest!”  
 
Of course the big news is that tomorrow beginning around 9:08am our Moon is going to come around 
in front of the Sun causing a shadow to fall on parts of the Earth. Parts of 14 states will “go dark” as 
the Moon passes between the Sun and the Earth. We’re a little too far north for totality. We’ll get a 
mere 90.2%. Lincoln City OR will be the first city to go dark as it’s right in the path of totality.  
 
This is pretty much a once in a lifetime experience so no surprise there’s a mass exodus to see 
the sun completely blotted out by the moon’s shadow. Some of those folks are science majors, 
Astronomy buffs and experts who are devoted to seeing this once in a life time experience and 
hoping to study the Sun’s corona and prominences during the eclipse. But others are just going as 
an excuse for a party, to say yeah I was there. I saw it. It’s a cool thing, but if it’s too cloudy to see 
the sun via their special safety glasses it won’t stop them from having a good time grilling burgers and 
drinking beer.   Some are intensely devoted. Some are just along for the ride. And those along for 
the ride are more likely to complain over discomfort, boredom, lack of amenities, etc.   

 
And as I read these accounts of God’s people as they follow Moses I can’t help but 
think: a lot of these folks were probably just along for the ride. Sure they walked out of Egypt, 
cause they could, but their devotion to the God who saved them was pretty shallow.  
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But you can bet that if Moses had asked any of them as they started out from Mt Sinai 
for the Promised land: “So do you think you’ll rebel against God and get shut out 
of the Promised land? Their response would have been in the ball park of: Not me. 
I’m faithful. The Lord is my God!  I’ve followed Him all my life.  “Surely not I.” 
But it was them. Just like it was the Disciples in the Garden.  
And now it’s this Hebrew house church in late 60’s Rome 
 
See the author of Hebrews is saying: if Jesus is superior to Moses, and refusing to 
follow Moses led to death in the wilderness instead of entering the promised land of 
Milk and Honey and God’s Rest. What possible good do you think can come from 
refusing to follow Jesus [God the son]  
who is unquestionably superior to Moses? 2:2 For if the message spoken by angels was binding, 

and every violation and disobedience received its just punishment, 3 how shall we escape if we ignore such a 

great salvation? 

 
And so our author gives his people an emphatic warning, a powerful imperative:  
Heb. 3:12   See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from 

the living God. 

 
There’s a lot to talk about in this passage and we’ll come back here and spend more time with it in 

September. But the simple message I have for you today is this: None of the twelve 
disciples believed they would abandon Jesus and run. None of the Israelites thought 
they would grumble themselves out of the Promised Land. And none of our Hebrews 
when they received the message from the apostles thought they’d be tempted to 
abandon God.  But they did and they were.  
 
We are all gathered together today because we love God and Jesus and we are 
grateful to Him for his teaching and his example and the cosmic importance of his 
death on the cross and resurrection and the promise of the salvation of the Kosmos 
and us.  None of us expects that we would EVER walk away from Jesus. Surely not I? I 

will follow you even to Prison and death! And we ALL want to be that disciple.  
We honestly do. And this is the right moment for us to hear this message! 
 
Because life is hard and our hearts are easily bruised or blinded or poisoned or thrown 
off course and we forget God’s way. [10 …‘Their hearts are always going astray, and they have not 

known my ways.’] 
In the 90’s on a Saturday afternoon I looked forward to watching Kevin Sorbo’s 
Hercules series. In almost every show he would tell someone: “You just need to follow your 

heart.” And I would yell at the TV: Noooo! Jer. 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond 

cure. Who can understand it? That’s why Prov says: Prov. 4:23  Above all else, guard your heart… 
 
No one who ends up walking away from Jesus ever expects it to happen that way.  
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We come to faith in a moment of exhilaration and clarity and we’re certain of our 
confidence and our hope and that we will be faithful to our death or his return. Will you 
fall away. Will your deny me? Surely not I!? 
And then something happens: the tragic loss of a child, someone we trusted in the church 

abuses that trust, a paradox gets stuck like a burr under the saddle blanket and we can’t shake it. We 
look at hardship and suffering in the world and ask: How does a loving God allow this? And no one is 
around who can give us a reasonable answer. Or maybe some point of doctrine, or some part of 

scripture trips us up and we struggle to honestly stay with God….and we lose our way. [My 

struggle over the nature of prayer]. 
 
Some “get lost” and never make it back. Maybe they were just “along for the ride” or maybe no 

one was there to help them protect their broken heart. Others find thoughtful friends who assist 
in the healing, encouraging them in the discovery of needed answers. [13 But encourage 

one another daily, …so that none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfulness.] Still others, by God’s 
grace, work out their own salvation in fear and trembling.  
 
But that “getting lost” [lost in rebellion, lost in bitterness, lost in confusion, lost in fear] is not 
something anyone ever plans on. 
And it can happen to anyone. It happened to Peter and the twelve. It’s happened to 
me. It was happening in the lives of the Hebrews who received this letter 2000 years 
ago. The reality is that the temptation to rebellion and testing will come round to us all 
sooner or later. 
 
That’s why the warning is so important. That’s why it’s on you and it’s on me to “guard 
our hearts: Heb. 3:12  See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away 

from the living God.  See to it. Take action. Guard your heart.  
More on that in weeks to come.  
 
 


