 Salvation Grace & Gifts Grace 
The remodel/addition of our home is coming close to done. It all began with a basic plan in our heads: We can remodel the existing guestroom, hallway and utility space and put an addition that comes out to the end of our existing deck. The deck would be removed and a new deck would then go up on the top of the addition. I don’t know if we even sketched it out but we told Simon Little our idea and he and his associates drew up a little floorplan. There was the plan before us.

Then when we decided to go forward more and bigger plans were drawn up- more detail, more intricacy, more parts and pieces, more steps in the process. And then our work crew came in to demolish the old and establish the new.  And with them a host of subcontractors each with their part to play and along with stacks of lumber and wallboard and tile, mastic and grout and flooring and boxes of nails and batts of insulation and rolls of carpet and electrical bits and plumbing bobs and fixtures and doors and windows and hundreds of thousands of little things and gifted people who were all part of the PLAN. All this stuff and people serving very different purposes, but EVERY ONE OF THEM CRITICAL from the beam holding up the 2nd floor to the little strip of caulking where two lengths of siding come together. And all of them doing precisely their part to accomplish the plan. 
Humans were given everything they could possibly need or want -including the free will to choose - in a pristine, untainted, death-free world, where they had every delicious fruit to eat and all the animals for wisdom and amusement, good, fulfilling work to do amidst verdant fields and rushing rivers- and only one rule. 

But they abused the free-will they were given.   And they did the one thing they weren’t to do and because the Creation was entrusted to their care- it was bound to them. So when they fell into darkness and death so did all the created world.  

And so God sketched out a plan for the salvation of His beloved world and its caretakers.  Ephesians is all about this plan. In 1:11 Paul is talking about the role of the Jewish Christians saying they were part of the: 1:11b the purpose of Him who works all things in accordance with the plan of His will…   In Ch 3 Paul says part of his role in God’s plan is Eph. 3:9 … to  enlighten all people as to what the plan…is In line with that, in the opening Eulogy of Praise he sketches out the intention of God’s  1:10 …plan of the fullness of the times, to bring all things together in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth. 

In talking about his own part in the plan, and the church’s Paul also calls it God’s “Eternal Purpose,” saying his work and the work of the Church was: 11 … in  accordance with the  eternal purpose which He  carried out in  Christ Jesus our Lord,
So the first part of The Plan was to accomplish the saving of as many of God’s image-bearing humans as would respond and the redemption of the Kosmos [all things]. 
 It’s all over Ephesians:  1:7  In  Him we have  redemption  through His blood, -Jesus’ sacrifice deals with sin once and for all.  And God did this by… 1:19b the working of the strength of His might 20 which He brought about in Christ, when He  raised Him from the dead and  seated Him at His right hand in  the heavenly places,  In Jesus’ death, resurrection and ascension God will at the  right time 1:10 …bring all things together in Christ, things  in the heavens and things on the earth. Accomplishing 1:14b the redemption of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory.
Colossians – written at the same time as Ephesians- puts it this way: Col 1:19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him [Jesus], 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.
So in Jesus’ life, death, resurrection, and ascension the first part of God’s plan is complete.  The saving of Creation is settled. Heaven and Earth will finally and completely come together.

AND the way is open for God’s image-bearing humans to align themselves with God’s plan by choosing to be followers of Jesus- the Church, His unified body on earth. 

We saw last week that the unity of the body of Christ [the Church] is based on God’s singular, universal, permeating, presence in ALL of CREATION. One God over all, through all and in all [4:6].That means God is equally present and working in the lives of ALL his children - regardless of social station, gender, ethnicity, education. For all God’s children there is one Spirit, one Lord and one God. And God is over all, through all and in all EQUALLY. 
Ephesians has been all about this as it’s taught that Jews and Gentiles now have equal access to God- no difference. Eph 2:11-16 says the two have been made one. The “hostility” between them - law- was abolished in Jesus’ death. They are now one body – The Church- reconciled to God together-  with the same access to God via the same Holy Spirit [2:18]. 

So in the first part of God’s plan, the Creation’s eternal future is settled AND every person who has stepped into the circle of Jesus’ authority is equally supplied with everything they need to be Saved by Grace. For instance: through faith in Christ we all have:  Redemption: 1:7   An inheritance: 1:11   We’ve been sealed by the Holy Spirit for the Day of Redemption: 1:13-14, 4:30,   Made Alive with Christ, raised up, Seated in Heaven 2:5-6   Saved by Grace 2:8   Boldness & confident access [free speech & All Access] 3:12   God’s power working in us 3:20   The Full Armor of God [Truth, righteousness, peace, faith, salvation & the Word of God.]
ALL OF THIS BELONGS TO ALL OF US WHO CALL JESUS, “LORD.”
This is the first part of God’s Big Plan to redeem the world. This is “Salvation Grace” as in…  Eph 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not of yourselves, it is the gift of God;
By His mercy and grace God redeems Creation and His Image-bearing humans who will follow Him. This is the first part of God’s plan: Salvation Grace- equally available to everyone.  
This universal, saving Grace sets the stage for the 2nd part of God’s Big Plan to redeem the world.
The second part of God’s Big Plan to Redeem the world is this: Those of His image-bearing humans that choose to follow Him are equipped, empowered and employed to assist God in the ongoing work of redeeming the world. 
Not that He needs us. He doesn’t. He could save everything and everybody without us. But He chooses to give us work and purpose. He chooses to invite us to accomplish His will in the world as Jesus’ hands, feet, heart, mind and mouth. And He equips us to do so.  This second part of God’s plan I’m calling “Gifts Grace.” 

For example, in Eph 3 where Paul is explaining his place in the body of Christ he says he was: 3:7 …made a minister, according to the gift of God’s grace. He’s saying God generously appointed him as a minister of the Gospel and by His grace, equipped him to do it.  
As he goes on, he gets more specific explaining just what it is this Grace empowers and employs him to do 3:8 To me, … this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable  riches of Christ, 9 and to  enlighten all people as to what the plan of the  mystery is… So God’s grace equipped, empowered and employed Paul to accomplish a specific task that would expand God’s Kingdom in the world.

This gift of God’s Grace was specific to Paul -given to him and nobody else. And that’s the difference between “Salvation Grace” and “Gifts Grace.” Everything that’s part of “Salvation Grace” [redemption, inheritance, the armor of God] is universally available to ALL. But “Gifts Grace” is not like that. “Gifts Grace” is portioned out to each as King Jesus deems it should be.
Eph 4:6 one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all. [Salvation Grace equally available]7 But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift. [Gifts Grace meted out specifically]

7… to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift.
That’s what I’m calling “Gifts Grace.” Think about what this says. It says that each follower of Jesus, each and every one, who has chosen to give their life to Him, has been given Grace in an amount determined specifically by Jesus.  Remember what Paul said in ch3 3:8 To me, …this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ, 9 and to enlighten all people as to what the plan of the mystery is…  In an act of unmerited favor God gave Paul precisely the Grace necessary to do the work God had for him to do- not more and not less. 

And it’s the same for you and me: 2:10 we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them. We – all of us who call Jesus Lord-  are made, built, designed, created for Good Work. This work, task, assignment is something God prepared specific to each of us. This says that God and Christ, in creating who you would be, also determined the work that would be yours to do to contribute to His Kingdom’s coming. 

Now we hear 4:7… to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift. So, just like Paul, we are equipped, empowered and employed to accomplish the good work God has for us to do.  And as this passage proceeds [4:11-13] it’s clear the content is all about Grace being given to empower people to do certain ministries [apostle, teacher, etc.] and the building up of Christ’s body.
THIS is “Gifts Grace.” Each of us has our own part to play in the grand Plan of God’s Eternal Purpose. There are big parts and small parts. And just like our remodel, each part needs to fit precisely with all the rest. This “Gifts Grace” is the giving of abilities, gifts, strengths, insight, skill, and under-standing that are unique to you. 
These gifts are not given equally. [Talents.] But they are given with precision by King Jesus who has crafted, and is crafting, EACH ONE of US to be just what He needs to assist Him in His work in the world
2:10 we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would  walk in them.  4:7… to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift.
“Salvation Grace” comes equally to us all. But this “Gift Grace” is measured out by King Jesus to give you exactly what you need for the work he has for you to do- whatever it might be: preaching the unfathomable riches of Christ [like Paul] or cleaning someone’s house, listening attentively, discernment, teaching; or a spirit of willingness to help, or the most powerful “Gift Grace” of all: prayer. Or how about “failing” at something with humility, and patience? Or maybe you might be called to pass faithfully through an illness all the way to death.  [I am convinced that God’s Eternal Purpose, His Plan for the world requires some of us to be by the world’s standards, great successes and others to be mediocre and others -like Jesus himself- to be failures; but all to be faithful to Him to the end.]   And it is this “Gift Grace” that makes all of this possible. 
So, to sum up: 

God has a plan for the redemption of Creation- including us humans. 
The first part of that plan, securing the redemption of the Kosmos and those who would choose to believe in Jesus was accomplished in Jesus’ life, death, resurrection and ascension. That’s Salvation Grace- For by Grace you [and the Kosmos] have been saved…
The second part of that plan is that each of God’s image bearing humans that aligns themselves with Him is “created for good works prepared by God for us.”  

And to each one of us- every one of us- Jesus has supplied just the right amount of Grace- neither too little or too much- so we can accomplish those works in the course of our lives. That’s “Gifts Grace.”
There are a myriad of intricate pieces -big and small- that are necessary to complete the plan of our house remodel. Similarly, the Church is made up of a myriad of wildly different people- old, young, rich, poor, educated, uneducated, men, women, etc. 

But just like all the bits of our house, each person in the Church has work to do, assigned only to them by Jesus himself, and to each one Grace has been given- according to the wisdom of Christ- so they can do the job and join in God’s work to redeem the world. Each one of us. Every one of us. 

Oh and by the way, 

You don’t need to worry, fret, or struggle over what work God has for you. 

YOU HAVE ALL THE GRACE YOU NEED TO ACCOMPLISH the WORK He has for you in the course of your life. 

Just like it happened for Paul it will happen for you. You just be you, following God as best as you can and I promise that you will naturally end up doing the WORK God prepared for you to do. 

You may not know you’re doing it. It may not feel like much. In fact it may not be particularly pleasant. But if you “Seek first the Kingdom of God, and His righteousness, I assure you it will all be added to you- by the Grace of God.
God’s Plan for the world will come to pass and you will do precisely your part to accomplish the plan because we are promised: 4:7… to each one of us grace was [is] given according to the measure of Christ’s gift.
Eph. 4:1   Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 being diligent to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you also were called in one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all.

Eph. 4:7   But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8 Therefore it says,   “WHEN HE ASCENDED ON HIGH,   HE LED CAPTIVE THE CAPTIVES,   AND HE GAVE GIFTS TO PEOPLE.”

Eph. 4:9   (Now this expression, “He ascended,” what does it mean except that He also had descended into the lower parts of the earth? 10 He who descended is Himself also He who ascended far above all the heavens, so that He might fill all things.) 
11 And He gave some as apostles, some as prophets, some as evangelists, some as pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the building up of the body of Christ; 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. 

14 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of people, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; 15 but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, that is, Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.



