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Jesus and the Apostates – August 5, 2018 
 
So this morning I’m going to tell you a few stories and make a couple of comments. 
 
[Matt 8] It’s relatively early in Jesus’ ministry. John the Baptist has been arrested and 
Jesus has prudently chosen to retreat to the North into Galilee. Instead of going back 
to small-town Nazareth he chose the slightly larger fishing town of Capernaum 
[pop:1500] - on NW edge of the lake. It’s the home of the Jonah brothers, Peter and Andrew and the 
Zebedee brothers, John and James- fishermen by trade.  
 
Jesus used Capernaum as home base as he hiked round Galilee healing folks of all 
kinds of disease and illness and teaching in synagogues and in the open air about the 
Kingdom of God [See Matt. 5-7]. He gets back to Capernaum- where he’s been couch-surfing 

at Peter’s house.  He barely gets into town when he’s pulled over by a Roman officer.  
 
Capernaum was a customs post this might have warranted some soldiers. The closest 
legion was stationed in Syria and many Roman soldiers in Palestine were Syrian.  
[Syria was full of temples to a wide variety of Gods and @ 200BC it’s King, Antiochus Epiphanes tried 

to eliminate Judaism.] Centurions were hard, battle-proven men who typically had worked 
their way through the ranks to get where they were. They were responsible for the 
discipline of their century – drill Sargent/commander. They were hardened, violent-by-
trade, pagan men, responsible for the deaths of many Jews.  
 
But this Centurion came to Rabbi Jesus to ask him to heal his servant who is paralyzed 
and in pain. Roman soldiers were not permitted to marry. Centurions were moved fairly 
often so even “informal families” were unlikely. So one’s long-time servant could easily 
begin to feel like one’s family- son. 
 
Matthew, writing for Jewish readers, intentionally shows us Jesus, God in the flesh, 
not put off in the least by the dangerous, unclean, pagan. Jesus hears the officer’s 
request and without a moment’s hesitation reaches out saying: “I’ll come heal him.” 

The Centurion says: No need. Beside the fact that you are too great to come into my house, I 

understand the power to command and see the thing done. I know how authority works. And I know a 
man with authority when I see him. I know that you can simply say the word and heal my servant. 

 
And a very surprised Jesus blurts out: “No one in all Israel has faith like this!”  
And then Jesus announces to all the Jews with him: 11 “I say to you that many will come from 

east and west, and recline at the table with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven; 12 but the sons 

of the kingdom will be cast into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
Let me paraphrase: When the Kingdom comes, lots of those who think they’re “in the 
light” are going to find themselves out in the darkness. While a lot of those “the pious” 
mark as unclean pagans will be feasting with the heroes of the faith. 13b …and the servant 

was healed at that very moment,” indicating Jesus’ [God’s] acceptance of the man.  
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 So Matthew shows us a non-Jew, an outsider to God’s people, a pagan, 
considered to be an unredeemable enemy by the godly people of his day and 
Jesus’ response is to offer fellowship and healing WITHOUT FEAR. 
 
Let’s consider another story from the gospel of John [ch4]. Jesus was in Jerusalem for 
the Passover.  He’s heard that the “religion police” –aka The Pharisees- have heard that 
Jesus’ popularity is beginning to surpass that of John the Baptist. This is bothersome 
to them. They may want to act on the info. 
 
And considering some of the things John tells us he did while in Jerusalem – throwing 

the money changers tables over, setting the livestock loose and driving it out- all of which interfered 

with the High Priestly family’s business profits for the day - Jesus, wisely decided to get out of 
Judea and head back up north to Galilee ASAP. And the fastest route in these 
circumstances is to go straight north through Samaria.  
 
Now if you’ve read the gospels or heard many sermons you know that the Jews 
despised the Samaritans and the Samaritans despised the Jews. A lot of reasons 
for this: In their own writings the Sams see themselves as the direct descendants of 
the faithful portion of ancient Israel. It’s all the rest of Judaism that’s apostate.  Josephus 
posits that the Samaritans were the product of those few Jews left behind [after Assyria 

exiled the majority of the N. Kingdom] and other non-Jews that moved or were re-settled 
there. They intermarried and adopted a modified Yahweh worship and went about their lives.  
 
Hostilities began to heat up when the Jews returned from Exile to find these ethnically 
impure worshippers of a perverted form of Judaism living on their land.  
 
The Sams worshipped Yahweh, practiced circumcision and the Sabbath and 
looked forward to a coming prophetic restorer. BUT…they accepted ONLY the 
Pentateuch and considered the rest of Israel’s history completely apostate. They 
claimed that the true site for worship was Mt. Gerazim- and, evidently, incorporated 
that into their version of the Ten Commandments. AND they UTTERLY REJECTED 
THE JERUSALEM TEMPLE!!  And the Jews returned the favor when @112 BC 
Jewish priest John Hyrcanus led a military campaign against Samaria and destroyed 
their temple on Mt Gerazim. Thus, Samaritans hated the Jews and bullied Jewish 
pilgrims passing through Samaria, sometimes violently [Jesus & Ds refused hospitality by 

Samaritan village Lk9.] And Jews hated the Samaritans. In John 8 Jewish leaders 
looking to insult Jesus as thoroughly as possible call him a “demon-possessed 
Samaritan.”   
So lets be clear the Jews saw the Samaritans as impure, unclean, Apostate, 
pagans destined for nothing but the wrath of God and the Sams felt the same way 
about the Jews [first-century racism]. 
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Jesus and the boys have been on the road for 5 or 6 hours when they arrive at 
Jacob’s well outside the Samaritan city of Sychar. The Ds head into the city to buy 
food. It’s midday and the sun is high and hot and the retreat from Judea has been tiring 
for Jesus, so he sits down near the well.  
 
Getting the water for the household was generally the job of the woman of the house. 
And most of the women came out to fill their jars in the cooler part of the day -like the 

early morning. It was also a social time for the women of the village to share of news, 
stories, and certainly gossip. 
It was the last that our heroine of the story is likely trying to avoid. Her home life 
hasn’t been good. She’s living with a guy but they’re not married. She’s been married 
before- 5 times before. It feels like there’s the implication that this meant five divorces, but 

she could have been widowed once or twice. Even that would have been fodder for gossip.  
 
Which is why she comes to get her water in the heat of the day expecting to be alone 
at the well. But she’s not alone. There’s a man there, a Jewish man. And before she 
can set her pot down he’s saying to her: “Give me a drink.” [A couple things to know: 

Rabbi’s didn’t generally speak to women at all. Culturally, asking a woman for a drink could be seen 
as the man making an advance on the woman [Isaac, Jacob and Moses all met their wives at a well]. Jews in 
general, considered Samaritan women unclean from birth, and so food prepared by a Samaritan 
woman as utterly unclean.] 
 
Now I don’t think this woman was afraid of men at all [maybe this was the cause of her marriage 

difficulties?]. There is no sense of fear in her conversation. She says what’s on her mind. 
She questions his motive. [You’re a Jew and I’m a Samaritan woman what are you doing asking 

me for a drink?]. She questions his authority. [Who do you think you are? You don’t even have a 

bucket and think you’re better than Jacob.] She asks Jesus directly for the Living Water. 
[Gimme some of that.] The only chink in her armor appears when Jesus asks to meet her 
husband. [I don’t have one.] But even that’s a deceptively clever remark.  
To which Jesus replies: Too right! You’ve had 5 and now a live-in. 
 
Then our Samaritan woman utters the most humorous understatement of the entire 
Bible: 19 The woman said to Him, “ Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet. 
And her perception is spot on. And whether she’s trying to change the subject or get 
info from this unusually talkative Rabbi she asks an articulate question about worship.  
And Jesus responds with an answer of depth and clarity that he seldom uses with his 
male disciples, which indicates he has a respect for this perceptive, articulate, 
unclean, apostate pagan. [Deborah, Abigail & Esther.] 
 
She knows that the promised prophet [Messiah] is coming who will ultimately explain 
everything. And Jesus gives this apostate pagan a gift he gave very few others.  
He fully reveals his identity to her: “I who speak to you, am He.” 
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Then the disciples come back with the food; the woman exits in the confusion, 
forgetting her jar, and goes back to the Sychar city gate where the men gathered, and 
she fearlessly invites the men to “Come see. I’ve met a man who told me everything I ever did. Could 

he be the Messiah?”    

 
And because of her “evangelism” they come and they meet Jesus and they ask him 
to stay. And Jesus spends two days visiting and teaching these pagan apostates And 
John tells us that many believed because of this woman’s testimony and even more 
from Jesus’ teaching.  
 
So John shows us a non-Jew, an outsider to God’s people, a pagan apostate, 
considered an utterly unclean, unredeemable enemy by the godly people of her 
day. And Jesus’ response to her is to fearlessly offer her fellowship [living water],  
to engage with her in conversation, and by the revelation of himself invite her into the 
Kingdom.  
 
One more story [Luke 10]: keeping everything I’ve said about the Jew/Samaritan 
relationship in mind. An expert in God’s law stood up to give Jesus a pop quizz:  
“Rabbi, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus responds in fine Rabbinical form: [answer a 

question with a question]. How does the Law read to you? [You’ve already got an answer you 

think is right, so lay it out.] 27 “‘You must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your 

strength, and all your mind.’ And, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 

Jesus says: There it is! Well done!! But instead of playing it smart and sitting back 
down the lawyer wants to know just who fits in this category called “neighbor.”  
Whom does he have to love? 
 
Jesus responds:  A [Jewish] man was on his way from Jerusalem to Jericho. 
Robbers got ahold of him. They beat him and took everything he had- even his 
clothes. They left him naked and half-dead by the roadside. Fortunately a Priest was 
headed back to his home in Jericho from Jerusalem having finished his service in the 
Temple. Our devout religious leader saw the guy but he moved to the far side of the 
road [fear of contamination/robbers].  But wait here comes a Levite- also headed home to 

Jericho after serving in the temple.  
Levites were the temple facilities department- hands on, blue-collar guys. Surely he’ll 
be able to help the man. But no. He crosses to the other side and walks away.  
 
But a Samaritan Traveling Salesman came along. He saw the man, didn’t care that 
he was a Jew, didn’t care about all the history of hate and violence and accusations of 
apostasy. He just felt compassion…for his enemy. And in compassion he refused fear.  
He used his own oil and wine to cleanse the wounds and he used his own cloth to 
bandage them up. He got him up on his donkey and interrupted his own business trip 
to stop at an Inn and care for the injured man. When he HAD to be on his way the 
pagan Samaritan left money with the Innkeeper to pay for the man’s continued care.  
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And looking the lawyer in the eye Jesus asks:  “Which of those three men was a neighbor to 

the beaten man?”  The Lawyer gets the point but doesn’t like it. He can’t bring himself to 
say name The Samaritan. He avoids it saying: “The one who showed him mercy.”  

And then Jesus says: “Go and do the same.”  In other words: Mr. Law expert you go 
imitate that apostate Samaritan. You go, and at the cost of your own resources, 
show mercy and compassion even on those you consider unclean enemies. 
 
The Israelites tended to understand “Love your neighbor” as meaning your “Israelite 

neighbor.” I read an article last week in which an evangelical lady, a Sunday school 
teacher from the state of Texas said, in all sincerity- and her friend agreed: “Love your 

neighbor means your American Neighbor.” That could not be more wrong. The Jews 

considered the Sams unclean, apostate, foreigners and Jesus [God] unquestionably portrays the 
pagan foreigner as “neighbor” to the Jews –more than that as the hero of the story.   
 
So in Luke, to illustrate what a “neighbor” is to all the Jewish people listening, 
Jesus tells a story in which he makes a pagan apostate foreigner, an utterly 
unredeemable enemy of the Jewish people the neighborly hero of the story.  
Then Jesus commands his Jewish listeners to imitate the fearless compassionate 
neighbor- love and fellowship of the foreign, apostate, pagan. 
[You know if Jesus were telling this story to us today he’d have a Evangelical mugged and left for dead by the roadside 
And some famous conservative evangelist and some well known progressive Christian writer pass by and the one who 
shows neighbor-love would be a Gay Muslim with a pro-choice bumper sticker on her car.] 

 
Two applications to make. First: We live in a community that is, at best, disinterested 
and at worst disdainful or even opposed to our faith in Jesus. Some might even be 
marked as enemies of the Faith or pagan or apostate. Because of that I’ve made it a 

practice NOT to invite people to church because I was afraid it would put people off, send ‘em 
packing and eliminate further possibility for conversation or relationship.  
Well, I was doing it wrong.  
I know that because last Sunday I attended the memorial service for my friend and 
pastoral colleague Wendell Ankeny [At Trinity UMC 2000 to 2012]. Six or eight people stood 
up and shared prepared memories of Wendell.  
All but one of them mentioned the fact that over and over again, in a variety of ways 
Wendell invited them to church. He just made it a habit to fearlessly invite everyone 
in- pagan or not, believer or not, outsider or not, disinterested or not, just like Jesus in 
the stories I told you today.  
 
Second: God’s people in the first century marked a lot of enemies: Romans, the 
Samaritans, Syrians, pagan, unclean, outsider peoples who were “out to get them.” 
In 21st century America Evangelicals also name a lot of enemies: Secularists, Pro-

Choicers, the LGBTQ community, Muslims- all painted with the same brush the Jews used on 
the Romans & Samaritans: pagan, apostate, outsiders, enemies out to get us. 
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But just like I was doing it wrong compared to Wendell’s example I’m thinking 
we’re doing it wrong compared to Jesus’ example. 
  
Jesus comes at the pagan oppressors, the apostates, the outsiders, seeking to serve. 
He fearlessly invites them in. He engages in conversation. He offers fellowship and 
loving service. That’s the positive example of Christ for us: fearless engagement with 
and service to even the opposition. 
   
And he makes it clear that those of us on the inside should be humble and cautious 
about our judgment of the pagan or outsider because- as Jesus says-  11 “I say to you 

many will come from east and west, and recline at the table with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of 

heaven; 12 but the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into the outer darkness; in that place there will be 

weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 
 
You think about that.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Matt. 8:5   And when Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, imploring Him, 6 and 
saying, “ Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, fearfully tormented.”  7 Jesus said to him, “I will 
come and heal him.” 8 But the centurion said, “ Lord, I am not worthy for You to come under my roof, 
but just say the word, and my servant will be healed.  9 “For I also am a man under authority, with 
soldiers under me; and I say to this one, ‘Go!’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come!’ and he comes, 
and to my slave, ‘Do this!’ and he does it.”  10 Now when Jesus heard this, He marveled and said to 
those who were following, “Truly I say to you, I have not found such great faith with anyone in Israel. 
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11 “I say to you that many will come from east and west, and recline at the table with Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven; 12 but the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into the outer 
darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 13 And Jesus said to the 
centurion, “Go; it shall be done for you as you have believed.” And the servant was healed that very 
moment. 
 
 
John 4:1   Therefore when the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and 
baptizing more disciples than John 2 (although Jesus Himself was not baptizing, but His disciples 
were), 3 He left Judea and went away again into Galilee.  4 And He had to pass through Samaria.  5 
So He came to a city of Samaria called Sychar, near the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his son 
Joseph; 6 and Jacob’s well was there. So Jesus, being wearied from His journey, was sitting thus by 
the well. It was about the sixth hour.  
 
John 4:7   There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give Me a drink.” 8 
For His disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.  9 Therefore the Samaritan woman said to 
Him, “How is it that You, being a Jew, ask me for a drink since I am a Samaritan woman?” (For Jews 
have no dealings with Samaritans.)  10 Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift of God, 
and who it is who says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you would have asked Him, and He would have 
given you living water.” 11 She said to Him, “ Sir, You have nothing to draw with and the well is deep; 
where then do You get that living water?  12 “You are not greater than our father Jacob, are You, who 
gave us the well, and drank of it himself and his sons and his cattle?”  13 Jesus answered and said to 
her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again; 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will 
give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in him a well of water 
springing up to eternal life.” 
 
John 4:15   The woman said to Him, “ Sir, give me this water, so I will not be thirsty nor come all the 
way here to draw.”  16 He said to her, “Go, call your husband and come here.” 17 The woman 
answered and said, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You have correctly said, ‘I have no 
husband’; 18 for you have had five husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your husband; 
this you have said truly.” 19 The woman said to Him, “ Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet.  20 “ Our 
fathers worshiped in this mountain, and you people say that in Jerusalem is the place where men 
ought to worship.”  21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe Me, an hour is coming when neither in this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22 “ You worship what you do not know; we 
worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 “But an hour is coming, and now is, when 
the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be 
His worshipers. 24 “God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The 
woman said to Him, “I know that Messiah is coming (He who is called Christ); when that One comes, 
He will declare all things to us.”  26 Jesus said to her, “ I who speak to you am He.” 
 
John 4:27   At this point His disciples came, and they were amazed that He had been speaking with 
a woman, yet no one said, “What do You seek?” or, “Why do You speak with her?”  28 So the woman 
left her waterpot, and went into the city and said to the men, 29 “Come, see a man who told me all the 
things that I have done; this is not the Christ, is it?”  30 They went out of the city, and were coming to 
Him.  
 
John 4:31   Meanwhile the disciples were urging Him, saying, “ Rabbi, eat.”  32 But He said to them, 
“I have food to eat that you do not know about.” 33 So the disciples were saying to one another, “No 
one brought Him anything to eat, did he?”  34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him 
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who sent Me and to accomplish His work. 35 “Do you not say, ‘There are yet four months, and then 
comes the harvest’? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look on the fields, that they are white 
for harvest. 36 “Already he who reaps is receiving wages and is gathering fruit for life eternal; so that 
he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together. 37 “For in this case the saying is true, ‘ One 
sows and another reaps.’ 38 “I sent you to reap that for which you have not labored; others have 
labored and you have entered into their labor.” 
 
John 4:39   From that city many of the Samaritans believed in Him because of the word of the 
woman who testified, “ He told me all the things that I have done.”  40 So when the Samaritans came 
to Jesus, they were asking Him to stay with them; and He stayed there two days.  41 Many more 
believed because of His word; 42 and they were saying to the woman, “It is no longer because of 
what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves and know that this One is indeed the 
Savior of the world.” 
 
 
 
Luke 10:25    And a   lawyer stood up and put Him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to 
inherit eternal life?”  26 And He said to him, “What is written in the Law?  How does it read to you?” 
27 And he answered, “ YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND 
WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND; AND 
YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.”  28 And He said to him, “You have answered correctly; DO 
THIS AND YOU WILL LIVE.” 29 But wishing to justify himself, he said to Jesus, “And who is my 
neighbor?”  30 Jesus replied and said, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell 
among robbers, and they stripped him and beat him, and went away leaving him half dead. 31 “And 
by chance a priest was going down on that road, and when he saw him, he passed by on the other 
side. 32 “Likewise a Levite also, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other 
side. 33 “But a Samaritan, who was on a journey, came upon him; and when he saw him, he felt 
compassion, 34 and came to him and bandaged up his wounds, pouring oil and wine on them; and he 
put him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 “On the next day he 
took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper and said, ‘Take care of him; and whatever more 
you spend, when I return I will repay you.’ 36 “Which of these three do you think proved to be a 
neighbor to the man who fell into the robbers’ hands?” 37 And he said, “The one who showed mercy 
toward him.” Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do the same.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


