9.10.2023:  This Is Our Father's World
We’re taking a break from Ephesians this week. We’re out in our community facing Discovery Bay and the Olympic Mountains and smelling the salt air and feeling the welcome sun for a couple reasons: 1. Is to literally take our worship out into the world, our world, our neighborhood because WORSHIP – honoring God with extravagant love and extreme submission- is not something to be contained or secreted away in a church building. [Temple curtain is torn away.]
2. This is our Father’s World. He shines in all that’s fair. In the rustling grass I hear Him Pass he speaks to me EVERYWHERE. Psa. 19:1 The heavens proclaim the glory of God. The skies display his craftsmanship. 2 Day after day they continue to speak; night after night they make him known. 3   They speak without a sound or word; their voice is never heard. 4 Yet their message has gone throughout the earth, and their words to all the world.  If He speaks to us everywhere wouldn’t we want to go and be in all those places to hear Him speak?  
I hope your answer is “yes.” Because from my childhood to this day, the natural world- and in particular it’s creatures- makes joy happen in me. 

Whenever I’ve experienced the presence of God JOY is the dominant emotion. 
I’ve concluded over the years that the marvelous animals and plants and processes of nature are some sort of love language between God and me. 
I knew that before I’d ever heard Barry McGuire’s famous story from his youth about hanging off the bowsprit of a fishing boat whacking dolphins with a dishtowel, experiencing incredible joy and, maybe for the first time, hearing the voice of God say

 “I made those dolphins for you, for your pleasure.”
I heard that joyous “love language”  as a ten-year-old boy on the far side of Lake Leland poking about the lakeshore while Mom and Dad did yard work for the Munn Family.  [garter snake/otters]. 
I heard God’s joyous voice on my first hike into the Olympics when the first night out an overnight thunderstorm rumbled over our campsite and the canyon’s echo magnified the thunder. It was magnificent. [Another trip: goats, kids, Billy, sock]
That love language was singing the first time I volunteered at Sarvey Wildlife Rehab center [barred owl, and baby possoms and raccons and assisted in the splinting of a baby heron’s leg].
And some of you might say: Well that’s all very nice for you, Skip. But I have no interest or care for nature. Nature’s just cold and sharp and uncomfortable. It’s a thing to be subdued and used as necessary but generally avoided. The whole point of human progress has been to get ourselves as separated from nature as possible.  So let’s pick up and go inside the clubhouse!! 
I respectfully reply that thinking is the result of the Fall of Humanity and the resulting separation between People and Nature. Before we messed it up God’s original intention –as illustrated in Genesis- was that His Image-bearing humans live an intertwined existence with all flora and fauna [Gen 2].

And, I hope this doesn’t “harsh your mellow” but at Jesus’ return that’s what we’re going back to: a renewed and restored world where “…the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.”
Is. 11:6   And the wolf will dwell with the lamb, And the leopard will lie down with the young goat, And the calf and the young lion  and the fattened steer will be together;   And a little boy will lead them.
7 Also the cow and the bear will graze, Their young will lie down together,   And the  lion will eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child will play by the hole of the cobra, And the weaned child will put his hand on the viper’s den. 9 They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD  As the waters cover the sea.
Besides new bodies that can look on the Living God and live; besides every sorrow and tear being wiped away; besides “knowing even as we are known by God;” the curse that separated Humanity and Nature will be broken. 
And the Earth will be Eden all over again.
That’s where we’re headed: Right relationship with God and all Creation. God’s intention is to redeem souls, Yes!  But also to reclaim, renew and reconcile ALL His very good Creation.  Jesus told Nicodemus that God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son.

The English word “world” comes from the Greek Kosmos. Kosmos is all the created world, everything from limpets to lavadomes, Rhododendrons to Ratfish from Jupiter to Junebugs, Deer and Dogwoods and hornets and horseflies, whales and wallabies, and all races, tribes and tongues of humanity.
From the vastness of outer space to the infinitesimal world beyond molecules and atoms, Kosmos is all of it- the whole kit and kaboodle. And God sent his Son because He so loved the Kosmos.
In second Corinthians 5:18-19 Paul writes: “that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ. Jesus’ action on the cross, in providing forgiveness for men and women, also makes it possible for all of creation to be reconciled to God- to be renewed. 
All of the Kosmos was redeemed in Jesus act.  And Corinthians says God has committed to His people- the “message” and the “ministry” of reconciliation.” 
It is ours to participate in reconciling all the kosmos- to God: 
And you say: well that’s just weird, Skip why would we have anything to do with reconciling the Kosmos? Well, if you believe the scripture, both testaments teach that humanity and the rest of the Kosmos are spiritually bound together. The fate of the one is intertwined with the other. 
It begins in Gen 1 when God gives the man and the woman authority over the earth. The first man’s name, Adam (who is made from the earth), is a play on the Hebrew word for earth [Dama].  And in Gen 3 when Adam sins the Earth takes the hit. 

The very good relationship is broken and like humans can’t stop sinning [Rom7], the earth can’t stop futility in its systems or the production of thorns and thistles.

Human sin results in the cursing of the ground, that is, Creation. 
The disobedience of the first humans had a direct and negative affect on the rest of the created world. Humanity and the Kosmos are bound together and likewise they will be released together!  IN the NT Romans 8:19 For the anxious longing of the Creation waits eagerly for the revealing of the sons (and daughters) of God. 20 For the Creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself, also, will be set free from its slavery to corruption into the freedom of the glory of the children of God.  Paul pictures Creation standing on tiptoe straining it’s neck (anxious longing, waiting eagerly) watching out for the revealing of the sons and daughters of God. Why? Well when the princes and princesses of the Kingdom enter into freedom, Creation is released into the FREEDOM of the glory of the children of God! 
[Creation is set free from death, decay and futility(v21).] 
By God’s design all the Kosmos from Cape George Colony on out to the very edges of space is not just a beautiful cosmic terrarium for God to keep his humans in. 
The Kosmos is assigned to us- partnered with us- to help us in building the Kingdom of God. 
But evidently the Kosmos needs us as much as we need it. Because in the moment God creates Humanity in his own image they are entrusted with the world God made. Like an earthly king might put a statue of himself up in a faraway colony, God puts his image in the garden in the form of man and woman, and gives them the responsibility to govern it all justly and wisely. [The man names the animals.]
The Earth is there to sustain them. And they are the Earths royal curators. 

By God’s design Creation and Humanity are linked in purpose and existence.  

But the world is not theirs to use as they wish. They do not own Eden. Psalm 24 tells us “…the Earth is the Lord’s and everything in it.” And In Rev 4 the elders toss their crowns at the foot of the throne singing: “You are worthy, our Lord and God to receive glory and honor and power for you created all things, and by your will (pleasure) they were created and have their being.” (pleasure Grk- KJV- Blackberry Pie)
All things on this earth from Giraffes to Western Newts, from phytoplankton to Blue whales, from Alpine Phlox to Giant Sequoias; all crawling, creeping running, flying swimming, growing, flowing, branching, vining things in existence bring God pleasure. 

God brings them into existence and sustains them because their existence makes God glad. And as it says in Psalm 104 God is, himself, intimately involved in their care and feeding.
Jesus, the image of the invisible God models this. He knows how weather works, and talks easily about bird’s nests and foxes’ dens and the way plants grow and field lillies bloom and lightening crosses the sky and how every sparrow is known by God. 
Jesus- who loved people better than any of us ever will- had room in his heart and life for both people and the created world. (The Earth is the Lords and everything in it.)
The magnificent Hymn of Col 1 highlights God’s desire to rescue all his Creation and takes us back to the idea of RECONCILIATION when it says about Jesus:  
15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities--all things have been created through Him and for Him. 17He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 18He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything. 19For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him, 20and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven.
If, for you, the cross and resurrection is simply a means to get human souls into Heaven then I’m sorry to say you have only a fraction of the story. 
God called His creation Very Good and the evidence from the written Word of God indicates it was God’s desire to reconcile to himself all things: in Heaven and on earth, visible and invisible. What God has done through Jesus Christ is just as much about rescuing all of THIS, as it is the salvation of your soul. 
We are outside in worship today surrounded by shore and sea and mountains and trees to remind us that by God’s design we are inseparably linked to the Kosmos, and that all this exists for God’s pleasure as well as our own, and that God, through Christ, reconciled the Kosmos (all things) to Himself. 

And at the coming of Jesus Christ we, the sons and daughters of God will not only rejoice with exceeding great JOY in our own salvation but also in the knowledge that barnacles and blueberry bushes, Earthworms and olive trees; mustangs and muskrats; portabella mushrooms and porpoises, along with wind and rain and soil and sand and mountain and plain and river and lake and sea will ALL, in that moment, have entered into the glorious freedom of the sons and daughters of God. 
And again, and forever the… “earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.” 
So what do we do with the knowledge that God cares about and is in the process of rescuing all created things and the knowledge that God’s people are still called to keep and care for the Kosmos?

We treat Creation with gentleness and respect- like a little brother or sister. 
We practice contentment and learn to limit our consumption [both are acts of worship]. 
We remember the forces that hurt and harm Creation are usually the same ones that hurt and harm the orphan and widow. 
We remember “loving our neighbor means loving our downstream, downwind neighbors and our next generation neighbors who are downstream and down wind in time. 

And as we are able, we get out into the created world. 

We walk, listen and observe. We wonder and Praise God for the wonder.
We do not worship the Kosmos. 
Neither do we profane the Kosmos. 
In his heady but wonderful book Orthodoxy GK Chesterton puts it perfectly, saying: “The essence of all pantheism, evolutionism and modern cosmic religion is really in this proposition:  that Nature is our mother… The main point of Christianity was this: that Nature is not our mother: Nature is our sister.  We can be proud of her beauty, since we have the same father, but she has no authority over us;… This gives to the typically Christian pleasure in this earth a strange touch of lightness that is almost frivolity… Nature is not solemn to Francis of Assisi…. To St. Francis Nature is a sister, and even a younger sister: a little dancing sister to be laughed at as well as loved. 

Commenting on this passage another writer suggests: 
“Follow St. Francis and Chesterton, and you won’t sell your little sister; 

you will seek to enjoy her, cherish her, protect her, and encourage her to become all she can be.” 
To the glory of God, Amen.

John 1:1   In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him not even one thing came into being that has come into being. 4 In Him was life, and the life was the Light of mankind. 5 And the Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not grasp it.
John 1:14   And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us; and we saw His glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15

Col 1:13 For [God] rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
15   He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation: 16 for by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones, or dominions, or rulers, or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him. 17 He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 

18 He is also the head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything. 19 For it was the Father’s good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him, 20 and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.
Psa. 104:1    Bless the LORD, my soul!   LORD my God, You are very great;   You are clothed with splendor and majesty, 2  Covering Yourself with light as with a cloak, Stretching out heaven like a tent curtain. 3  He lays the beams of His upper chambers in the waters; He makes the clouds His chariot;   He walks on the wings of the wind; 4  He makes the winds His messengers, Flaming fire His ministers.

Psa. 104:5   He established the earth upon its foundations, So that it will not totter forever and ever.
6  You covered it with the deep sea as with a garment;   The waters were standing above the mountains.  7  They fled from Your rebuke,   At the sound of Your thunder they hurried away.
8  The mountains rose; the valleys sank down   To the place which You established for them.
9  You set a boundary so that they will not pass over,   So that they will not return to cover the earth.

Psa. 104:10   He sends forth springs in the valleys; They flow between the mountains;
11  They give drink to every animal of the field; The wild donkeys quench their thirst.
12  The birds of the sky dwell beside them; They lift up their voices from among the branches.
13  He waters the mountains from His upper chambers;   The earth is satisfied with the fruit of His works.

Psa. 104:14   He causes the grass to grow for the cattle, And vegetation for the labor of mankind,   So that they may produce food from the earth, 15  And wine, which makes a human heart cheerful,   So that he makes his face gleam with oil, And food, which sustains a human heart.
16  The trees of the LORD drink their fill, The cedars of Lebanon which He planted,
17  Where the birds build their nests,  And the stork, whose home is the juniper trees.

Psa. 104:18   The high mountains are for the wild goats;   The cliffs are a refuge for the rock hyrax.
19  He made the moon for the seasons;   The sun knows the place of its setting.
20  You appoint darkness and it becomes night,   In which all the animals of the forest prowl about.
21  The young lions roar for their prey   And seek their food from God.
22  When the sun rises they withdraw,   And they lie down in their dens.
23  A person goes out to his work   And to his labor until evening.

Psa. 104:24   LORD, how many are Your works!   In wisdom You have made them all;   The earth is full of Your possessions. 25  There is the sea, great and broad,   In which are swarms without number,   Animals both small and great. 26  The ships move along there,   And Leviathan, which You have formed to have fun in it.

Psa. 104:27   They all wait for You   To give them their food in due season.
28  You give to them, they gather it up;   You open Your hand, they are satisfied with good.
29  You hide Your face, they are terrified;   You take away their breath, they perish   And return to their dust. 30  You send forth Your Spirit, they are created;   And You renew the face of the ground.

Psa. 104:31   May the glory of the LORD endure forever; May the LORD rejoice in His works;
32  He looks at the earth, and it trembles;   He touches the mountains, and they smoke.
33  I will sing to the LORD as long as I live;   I will sing praise to my God while I have my being.
34  May my praise be pleasing to Him;   As for me, I shall rejoice in the LORD.
35  May sinners be removed from the earth   And may the wicked be no more.   Bless the LORD, my soul.   Praise the LORD!
9/11/23 9:47 AM

7

