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Four Images of God – September 23, 2018 
 
Last Sunday in the first session of our adult class on the book: Delighting In The 
Trinity, Dan invited us to bring up images of God we find troubling. Then he turned it 
around and asked us to mention our favorite biblical images of God. As I’m taking 
up single topics while getting ready to start a new book study- probably in October- I 
thought I’d take this morning to share with you four of my favorite biblical images of 
God. I doubt any of these will surprise you as I’m sure my delight in these Biblical glimpses of God 

has floated to the top of many a message.  

 
I. God knows I am "but dust." 
Psalm 103 is a glorious expression of praise to God beginning: 1 Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

and all that is within me bless His holy name…” In the Psalm we learn God pardons our 
iniquities, heals us, redeems us from the pit and “satisfies our years with good things.” 
It says God is slow to anger, with great lovingkindness and fatherly compassion. And 
the reason God is so graciously gentle with us: 14 For He Himself knows our frame; He is 

mindful that we are but  dust. 
 
David is looking back to Gen 2, which portrays God’s creative action this way:  
7 …the LORD God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and 

man became a living being. Without God’s “breath of life [Spirit] “all we are is dust in the wind” 
[as the Kansas song says]. Talking about ALL God’s creatures Ps 104 says: 29 …You take 

away their spirit, they expire And return to their dust. 

 
Ps103 goes on to portray God’s understanding of us…  Psa. 103:15 As for man, his days are 

like grass; As a flower of the field, so he flourishes. 16 When the wind has passed over it, it is no more, And its 

place acknowledges it no longer. 
 
This, to me, is a precious bit of information. God knows what I’m made of. God 
knows my weakness, my limitations. He is not shocked, surprised, disgusted or 
repulsed by my sin. God knows the temporary nature of my mortal existence. God 
knows my tendency for failure. God knows the fallenness that besets all of us. He 
knows I am animated dust. And like any good Father his understanding my 
weakness leads to the expression of his compassion. 
 
David tells us in Psalm 103 God “pardons all your iniquities,” “redeems your life from the pit,” He’s 
removed our sins from us “as far as the east is from the west.” 11 For as high as the heavens are above 

the earth,  So great is His lovingkindness toward those who  fear Him. 
   
In the NT this comes out when we’re told: Rom. 5:6   For while we were still helpless, at the right 

time Christ died for the ungodly.  7 For one will hardly die for a righteous man; though perhaps for the good 

man someone would dare even to die.  8 But God demonstrates  His own love toward us, in that while we were 

yet sinners,  Christ died for us 
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God is aware of our fallenness, our weakness, our “dustiness”. It does not repulse him.  
It incites his compassion for our well-being and his desire to act powerfully in Jesus to 
save us from the damage sin does to our souls. 
And, if we’re wise we’ll keep our own “dustiness” in mind as well. In 2nd Cor 12 
Paul tells us about having an extraordinary vision of the dimension where God is and 
hearing things he was “not permitted to speak about.” That sort of experience could make 
you think you’re some holy VIP.  As Paul tells his story: 7 Because of the surpassing greatness of 

the  revelations, for this reason, to keep me from exalting myself, there was given me a  thorn in the flesh, a  

messenger of Satan to  torment me — to keep me from exalting myself! 
 
This “thorn,” this weakness, was bothersome to Paul and his ministry and he asked 
God to remove it 3 times. But God said: “Nope. My grace will be enough to carry you through. 

Power is perfected in weakness.”  Paul concludes that his weakness is a good thing 
because it keeps him dependent on the power of God in Christ. 9 Most gladly, therefore, I 

will rather boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in me.   
 
God understands your weakness and mine- thankfully. He knows I am but dust.  
And so because He loves us, He is generous with His compassion and power.  
 
II. God within the dark cloud [always close, never gone] 
I have abandonment issues- not, typically, in my waking hours. But in my nightmares I 
am often alone and lost and I need Rebekah but she’s too far away and I can’t get to 
her or I’m calling out but she’s ignoring me or angry with me or avoiding me- or worse 
yet she’s leaving me. [I think I even told you about my dream that she left me to become an 

accountant for a Lesbian circus. I woke up quite emotionally distressed]. 

 
To be abandoned by my wife in my dreams is bad enough; but to feel abandoned by 
God -to pray and feel like the words hit a wall and fall dead to the ground or to beg for a sense of His 

presence like you’ve felt before and feel nothing- is exponentially more disturbing 
especially when you’re in a “dark night of the Soul” moment.  I lean heavily on Jesus 
promise: Mat 28:20 Remember, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. Heb 13:5 And He Himself 

has said, “ I WILL NEVER DESERT YOU, NOR WILL I EVER FORSAKE YOU,” 
 
And in conjunction with that I am eternally grateful for the OT picture of God veiled in 
clouds of darkness.  In the OT darkness portrays the mystery of God. At the 
dedication of Solomon’s temple a cloud filled the temple with such a powerful presence 
that the priests couldn’t stand to be inside it. 1Kings 8:12  Then Solomon said, “The LORD has 

said that he would dwell in a dark cloud; 

 
Long before, at Mt. Sinai in Ex 20 we’re told Ex. 20:21 The people remained at a distance, while 

Moses approached the thick darkness where God was. In describing God Ps 97 says: Clouds 
and thick darkness surround Him; In Psalm 18 when God goes forth it’s with “thick 
darkness under His feet,” Ps 18:10 He rode upon a cherub and flew; And He sped upon the wings of the 
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wind. 11 He made darkness His hiding place,  His  canopy around Him, Darkness of waters, thick clouds of 

the skies. [We sing O’ Worship The King: whose chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, and dark is God's path 

on the wings of the storm.] 

 And God speaks through Isaiah saying of Himself: Is. 45:3 I will give you the treasures of 

darkness, riches stored in secret places, so that you may know that I am the LORD, 

 
Darkness is frightening to us because WE don’t see very well in the dark –as indicated by 

stubbed toes and barked shins when we have to get up at night. But for God darkness isn’t an 
issue. Psalm 139 says: “12…darkness is not dark to You,  …night is as bright as the day.. [Michael Card 

Song: even the darkness is light to him, night is as bright as the day…] Though thick darkness [our struggles, 

trial, suffering, pain and fears] may hide God from our sight, the truth is THAT darkness is 
only a thin veil. He is just on the other side of the curtain. He may seem invisible but 
He is closer than we imagine- and prepared to guide us through if we’ll trust Him.  
 
In The Sacrament of the Present Moment [attributed to French Jesuit Priest, Jean-Pierre de 

Caussade], portrays God as a guide through dark, unknown pathways- When you are 

conducted by a guide who takes you through an unknown country at night across fields where there 
are no tracks, by his own skill, without asking advice from anyone, or giving you any inkling of his 
plans; how can you choose but abandon yourself? …If one is convinced that he is a good guide one 
must have faith in him, and abandon oneself to his care.  

Even when God, our good guide, is veiled in darkness what can we do but trust Him?  
 
In Lewis’ The Horse and His boy there is a perfect picture of this. It’s a long passage 
so I’m just giving you a taste. The boy, Shasta, is walking by himself in the dark.  

And being very tired and having nothing inside him, he felt so sorry for himself that the tears 
rolled down his cheeks. What put a stop to all of this was a sudden fright. Shasta discovered that 
something or somebody was walking beside him. It was pitch dark and he could see nothing. And 
the Thing (or Person) was going so quietly that he could hardly hear any footfalls…The Thing (unless 
it was a person) went on beside him so very quietly that Shasta began to hope that he had only 
imagined it…So he went on at a walking pace and the unseen companion walked and breathed 
beside him. At last he could bear it no longer. “Who are you?” he said, barely above a whisper. 
            “One who has waited long for you to speak,” said the Thing. Its voice was not loud, but very 
large and deep… 

And, of course it’s Aslan, the High King of all kings [the figure of Jesus] the source of all 
care and protection walking right beside Shasta, but veiled from his sight by the 
darkness. 
 
Even in the darkest moments when we feel most abandoned, God- who promises never to 

leave or forsake us- is just on the other side of the curtain. And we must trust that to be so 
despite the darkness that fills our sight 
 
God is not fair [doesn't give what I deserve] 
Matt. 20:1   “For  the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers 

for his  vineyard. 2 “When he had agreed with the laborers for a denarius for the day, he sent them into his 

vineyard. You know the story: the landowner goes out multiple times over the course of 
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the day hiring more workers each time. He even hires some so late in the afternoon 
that they only worked an hour or so. 
 The boss tells the foreman to pay the workers starting with the last-hired first and low 
and behold those latecomers got a denarius!! Well the men who worked all day saw 
that and thought they were in for a BIG BONUS. But they got a denarius too. And they 
said: that’s not fair! And the Boss said: “My money, my choice. What’s it to you if I want to be 

kind to others!?”  Jesus winds up the story saying:  
Matt. 20:16    “So those who are last now will be first then, and those who are first will be last.” 

 
God is not fair. His kingdom is not an “I’ll scratch your back, if you scratch mine” 
kingdom. It’s not a tit for tat Kingdom. Fairness is a distinctly human concept. We all 
know life is NOT fair but we always expect it to be so. And we tend to expect God to treat us 

fairly, but He does not. And it’s a good thing, too.  
 
If God gave us what we fairly deserved, we’d, all of us, be done for. Rom. 5:12     Therefore, 

just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, 

because all sinned—  Eph. 2:1 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used 

to live when you followed the ways of this world… And the classic: Rom. 6:23…the wages of  sin is 

death,… The selfishness in our lives has earned every one of us death of an eternal sort, 
separation from God. Those are the fair wages we have earned by our life’s efforts.  
 
But as the verse goes on Rom 6:23 …but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
We, all of us, have earned absolute separation from God - spiritual death.  
But God isn’t fair. He won’t pay us out as we deserve. John 3:17 For God did not send his Son 

into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

 

And this isn’t just a NT concept. Look again at Ps 103. It’s The Lord 3 Who pardons all 

your iniquities,  Who  heals all your diseases; 4 Who redeems your life from the pit,  Who  crowns you with 

lovingkindness and compassion; 

8 The LORD is compassionate and gracious,  Slow to anger and abounding in lovingkindness.  

10 He has not dealt with us according to our sins,  Nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.  

11 For as high  as the heavens are above the earth,  So great is His lovingkindness toward those who  fear Him.  

12 As far as the east is from the west, So far has He removed our transgressions from us. 
 
God’s unfairness is never more obvious than at the cross. Someone has said: “The 

cross was an unfair exchange.” And that’s absolutely right. The only sinless human- tempted 

in every way but without sin-  dies on the cross and the result is eternal life for fallen 
Humans who deserve death. On the scale of fairness the wrong guy got punished. 
[Which is something the release of the criminal Barrabas rather than Jesus (I find no fault in him) is 

meant to emphasize.] But we not only get out of jail unpunished; but because of this unfair 
exchange we have access to all of God, eternal life, the resurrection and all it implies.    
 
Just like Jesus’ story about the prodigal son. The good son says: It’s not fair.  
But the Father embraces and blesses and celebrates the repentant bad boy anyway.  
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Mary’s song in Luke 1 predicts this Godly unfairness 52 “He has brought down rulers from their 

thrones,  And has  exalted those who were humble.  53 “ HE HAS FILLED THE HUNGRY WITH GOOD 

THINGS; And sent away the rich empty-handed.  

 
God is not fair. And it’s a good thing for us all that He’s not. His is not a tit for tat 
Kingdom. His is a revenge-free, grudge-free, turn the other cheek, mercy triumphs over 
judgment kingdom. God is not fair because He is merciful, generous and gracious 
beyond human understanding.  
 
God loves me...no matter what.  
When the kids were little and we had our nightly ritual of putting them to bed: praying 
with them and singing them songs and giving kisses it occurred to me to try to find 
some way to plant in their heads the idea of unconditional love- what we know from the 
NT as Agape Love. And so every night as I put them to bed the last thing I would say 
to each of them was: “I love you and I will always love you no matter what.” 
 
The simplest definition of Agape love is “the Love that loves no matter what.” 
Human affection can get twisted or falter, Erotic love is temperamental as it is but it can 
run it’s course and fade away, Friendship-love can shrivel from neglect or 
unforgiveness.  But AGAPE LOVE is the Love that is expressed and acted out by God. 
Spontaneous and heedless and not contingent on any worth of its object. 
AGAPE LOVE is the love that loves no matter what. It is the Love of God.  
 
And it is the Love that God is. 1John 4:7    Beloved, let us  love one another, for love is from God; 

and  everyone who loves is   born of God and  knows God.  8 The one who does not love does not know God, 

for  God is love. It is the love that originates from God. 1John 4:9    God showed how much he 

loved us by sending his one and only Son into the world so that we might have eternal life through him.  10 This 

is real love—not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins. 

 
And it’s a love that is unstoppable. This scripture from Romans 8 was vey important 
to me in my younger years of following Jesus: 35 Who, then, can separate us from the love of 

Christ? Can trouble do it, or hardship or persecution or hunger or poverty or danger or death? … 
38 For I am certain that nothing can separate us from his love: neither death nor life, neither angels nor other 

heavenly rulers or powers, neither the present nor the future, 39 neither the world above nor the world below—

there is nothing in all creation that will ever be able to separate us from the love of God which is ours through 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 
Nothing, nothing, nothing can wall us off from the love of God in Christ. And that’s good 
news because as hard as I try to follow Jesus well, I fail, I get selfish or cranky and hurt 
others, thoughts creep into the mind that smell like smoke, old hurts- long-forgiven 
arise and engage dark and despairing places of my mind.  
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Arrogance and my need for control pull mind heart and tongue to places they shouldn’t 
be. And while it breaks God’s heart because of the damage my sin does to my 
own soul, let alone the lives of others…God’s love for me never stops  
[And that Love makes me want to be better, to follow harder.] 

 
Most of you remember our dear Valerie Godley. She liked to send me envelopes full of 
encouraging clippings. One of them was this quote from Max Lucado: If God had a 

refrigerator, your picture would be on it. If He had a wallet, your photo would be in it. He sends you 
flowers every spring and a sunrise every morning. Whenever you want to talk, He’ll listen. He can live 
anywhere in the universe, and He chose your heart. What about the Christmas gift He sent you in 
Bethlehem; not to mention that Friday at Calvary. Face it, friend. He’s crazy about you 
God loves you and He will always love you…no matter what.  
 
And we could end right there. I could just leave you with pretty pictures of God and 
some wam fuzzy feelings. But the point of teaching is change, growth, improvement- 
learning o follow God better. 
 
 So here’s the “twist” Every image of God I’ve mentioned this morning is also 
something God wants you to reflect to the world.  

• You and God “know your frame, that you are but dust.” But God wants you to 
keep the same in mind about all those other made-from-dust-folks you meet every day 
and let that knowledge incite YOUR compassion. 

 
• When those we know are in the midst of the dark night of the soul God wants 

you to sit with them in the dark and shine a little light. 
 
• The same way God is “unfair” with us, we should be unfair to those around us: 

loving and praying for enemies, being wronged without revenge, forgiving others 
because we’ve been forgiven, 

  
 • And just as God Agape-loves us no matter what, again and again and again he 
tells us to “love one another.”  
Eph. 5:1    Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children 2 and live a life of love, just as Christ loved 

us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.  


