9.3.2023:  No Longer Infants!
Eph 4 begins by calling us to UNITY- One Body BECAUSE there’s One God and Father of all who is over all through all and in all. So we talked about Salvation Grace. SG -achieved through Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection-  redeems all Creation and all who choose to follow Jesus. It’s available to everyone
Eph 4:7 introduced us to “Gifts Grace.” Eph 4:7 But, to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift. This Grace is not distributed equally. This Grace is measured out to you in just the amount King Jesus knows you will need to do the “good work God has prepared beforehand” [2:10] for you to do. This Grace equips, empowers and employs you in your own unique, God-given ways to curate that UNITY; to BUILD UP THE BODY OF CHRIST. 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.
We might think of “stature” as meaning height or “reputation.” The Grk translated “stature” means “the attainment of full maturity.”  
Coopers: how old was Craig when you began attending FBC? Now how old is he and what’s he doing?
Craig was 2 when we started attending FBC in 1977.  He is 48 now.  

He is the principal of Hazen High School in Renton WA, a school with about 1600 kids.   
Craig has grown to the measure of the stature of a mature man doing good work in the world.
Craig is a good guy and he would be a perfectly good example for you to emulate. But Paul didn’t know Craig- so the image he offers in Ephesians is the full perfection of the  example set by Jesus of Nazareth- the Son of Man and Son of God- the only one to ever live a genuine Human life as God intended it to be lived.  An ever-growing resemblance to Him in the whole Body [the Church] is the goal.
That resemblance to the love, grace, mercy, and justice of Jesus is not achieved overnight. It’s a long walk over a lifetime. And it’s often hard. And, let’s be honest, sometimes don’t you just want to stamp your feet and wave your fists and have a little tantrum like these little urchins? 
• She dropped a stool on my toe and I said “ouch.”

• We wouldn’t let him swim in the sea. He can’t swim and it’s 6 degrees [42]

• couldn’t take off his pants- then escalated when he couldn’t find the booger that fell from his nose. 

• Didn’t want a new cheesestick. Wanted the one he’d eaten already.

• The golden gate bridge isn’t actually golden. 

• Wanted the yellow cup, gave him the yellow cup- now his life is ruined. 

• Wanted his cycling backpack…which doesn’t actually exist. 

• I killed a bug in the laundry room. Apparently it was her best friend.

• Poos flushed before you could say your good-byes. 

• I told him he had to stop biting the cat. 
All of us at some time want to be infants, to throw ourselves down in a river of tears because self-control is hard, not getting what we want is hard, being strong and on guard all the time is hard.  
But refusing maturity, and the responsibility that goes with it, is dangerous. 
Babies are helpless, without knowledge or experience. They cannot protect themselves. 
So Paul writes: 
14 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of people, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;
The Grk word translated “children” is nepios [not speaking] it can mean “child” in a positive way. But it’s also used to call someone simple or unlearned. I think “infant” is a better choice. 

In 1Cor 3:1 Paul calls the Corinthian church-folk nepios- and it’s no compliment. They were so self-indulgent, they’d not grown at all. They were still infants. The author to the Hebrews calls his people “infants” accusing them of refusing maturity [Heb 5]. 
In both cases the teacher is disappointed by their intentional refusal to become more like Jesus. And in both cases the danger is God’s people stupidly following the wrong course or unwittingly being fooled and taken advantage of. 

…tossed here and there by waves…Think about the spiritual fads that have come up in your lifetime [Prayer of Jabez, Purity rings, WWJD bracelets, Promise Keepers, Purpose Driven Life, the Left Behind books and movies, etc.]  For the spiritual infant, these are waves tossing them about. Without maturity in Christ we end up racing round after one spiritual rabbit’s foot after another.
As to carried about by every wind of doctrine, My Youtube feed is full of dueling theologians all of whom are right in their own minds, mixed with a few Atheists, some Deconstructionists, and some non-believing theologians like the ubiquitous Bart Ehrman; or shysters and Crooks like the host of prosperity theologians – that I need not name.  That’s what Paul means by… the trickery of people, by craftiness in deceitful scheming… Later he’ll say: Eph. 5:6   See that no one deceives you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not become partners with them;  Some of “them” might be cultists looking for followers [Jim Jones] others are the Nigerian Princes of the Church world- just trying to get your money into their wallet.

I was canoeing with some kids in the Mercer slough. On our way back to the landing the wind came up, blowing against us and we couldn’t make it around this bend. Why? Because the kids were too small. They weren’t mature enough physically to push the canoe through the wind. So we were blown back again and again. But two mature adults rowing with me wouldn’t have had a problem. Maturity is the key.
So what do we do in the face of wind and waves and deceitful scheming?
WE GROW UP.  To stop being an infant, you have to grow up!
Paul says: 15 but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, that is, Christ,
Growing up is the only answer. Growing up in all ways into that image of King Jesus. Admittedly Paul’s picture of a body growing up to proper proportion with the head is weird.  [It makes me think of “bobble heads.” You know the little body and a larger head bouncing round on a spring.]
Paul’s image is weird. But Jesus is fully God and Fully human. Jesus contains all the Godness of God. He’s the alpha and omega, beginning and end, He is The Way, and the Truth, and the Life. The Head has all we need. The Head is our source. The Head “knows” Truth. The Head KNOWS who the tricky, crafty, deceitful fakes and false prophets are. “ And the Head is Jesus”. 


We are none of that. So it kind of makes sense that Jesus would be the perfect Head, utterly mature, omnipotent, Omniscient, and Omnipresent, And we would be the body that must grow up into Him. 
Now how does “speaking the truth in love”  fit in with all this. None of my Ephesians experts offered much for me to work with, except to say that the Grk word here [aletheuo] CAN mean “speaking truth,” but it’s more accurate to think of it as “maintaining Truth” or “Doing the Truth” or even “Truthing.”

Sidebar: Now to my mind, some folks have taken the phrase “speaking the truth in love,” pulled it out of its context here and used it as a free pass for blunt, insensitive, supposedly redemptive speech -like telling someone exactly how much of a sinner you think they are in ugly language- but doing it in love- because they need to hear “the truth” about what sorry, sinful, sots they are. 

But, as I said, aletheuo is less about “speaking” than it is about “maintaining what it true or doing truth. In the context of infants moving toward maturity I think the thing Paul is saying is that infants in Christ have a certain Truth they can hold onto in Love: That Truth is simply Jesus is Lord and God. He was crucified and buried and on the 3rd day He rose again- Doing that Truth, Maintaining that Truth will protect us from the dangers of infancy as we grow to maturity in Christ. 
But your maturity isn’t your responsibility alone. 
Paul writes: 16 from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.
There is supposed to be a UNITY to the Church. And the figure of Speech Paul likes is the idea of a human body. This is a good figure because we all know what it is to have a body. We know there are different parts and pieces: Thumbs, eyes, pinky-toes, as well as femurs and lungs and thyroids, etc. And we all know, or maybe more accurately for this group: we can REMEMBER a time when we - the whole of us: all our parts and pieces- felt great, strong, capable, easily responding to every command 

to run faster and jump higher, pirouette, hike the trail, grab the rebound, dance the night away, run up the stairs- two at a time- and not give it a single thought. 

However, most of you, within the sound of my voice, know the recent experience of your body not doing what you wish it would. Parts break down. They weaken. They can’t do their job. Or thanks to genetics a vein bringing blood to your heart gets clogged and you get a scary ride to the hospital in a big red truck. And you feel like your body has betrayed you. Or, maybe, some part gets injured: knee pain, toe pain, broken ribs, something awry in your inner ear, food poisoning and the distress of one part completely disables the operation of the whole. 
Parts can be sick, worn out, broken, or simply under-developed. 
Rebekah and Shiloh recently subscribed to a new exercise regime. Apparently, it’s designed to reach all the little muscles that don’t typically get exercised. Those weaknesses can hamper the body’s functioning. Rebekah says it’s making a noticeable difference in the normal body movements because perviously neglected muscles are being strengthened so- each individual part is working properly. And so the whole body builds itself up. 
If all the body parts are working like they should, then they all help each other grow into the Head. Each individual part is critical to the growth. Maryrose is critical to the growth of Louise. Butch is critical to the growth of Tye. Nancy is critical to the growth of Evie, etc., etc. You may not see it. You probably want to dismiss it. But scripture says it’s so. Eph. 5:30 … we are parts of His body. Eph. 4:25 … we are parts of one another.
The proper working of each individual part, as equipped and employed by Jesus causes GROWTH, the body building itself up in love.    

And as my wife reminds me: You do not get to dismiss your value to the Body of Christ.  And you really do not have the right to leave the body and go off on your own- imagine your thyroid just deciding it had more important things to do than stay with your body. [I’m outa here].

If all the parts aren’t present and working properly, the Body doesn’t have the LOVE resources to build itself up. The whole body, the Church, CANNOT grow up into the Head, cannot mature out of infancy without all the parts present and using their Gift Grace to do the good works God prepared for them to do to build up the body. 

So don’t be a baby. Cause the Enemy would like nothing more than to keep you a whiny, needy, appetite driven, diaper-filling, tantrum throwing baby.  Jesus wants you to Grow up to be just like Him- your Head. And He created the Church -One Body-  to make that possible. Every part doing its work, so that each part can assist every other part in growing up into Him.  – to the measure of the stature that belongs to the fullness of Christ [4:13].

Eph. 4:1   Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 being diligent to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you also were called in one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all.

Eph. 4:7   But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8 Therefore it says,   “WHEN HE ASCENDED ON HIGH,   HE LED CAPTIVE THE CAPTIVES,   AND HE GAVE GIFTS TO PEOPLE.”

Eph. 4:9   (Now this expression, “He ascended,” what does it mean except that He also had descended into the lower parts of the earth? 10 He who descended is Himself also He who ascended far above all the heavens, so that He might fill all things.) 
11 And He gave some as apostles, some as prophets, some as evangelists, some as pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the building up of the body of Christ; 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ. 

14 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of people, by craftiness in deceitful scheming; 15 but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, that is, Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.



